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WAR WEAPON 


Moore, Pons, Martini, Swarthout, 


By EDDIE SMITH 

Less than a year ago, with thea re- 
Jease by Paramount of Gladys 
Swarthout's ‘Ambush,’ Hollywood 
ended a three-year experiment in the 
realm of grand opera. During this 
period five Metropolitan opera sing- 
ers—Grace Moore, Lily: Pons, Nino 


Fishell On Football 


Dick Fishell is rolling his 
crystal ball out of the mothballs 
and again going into a one-man 
seance calling the major grid 
tussles this season. Besides call- 


Martini, Lawrence Tibbett and Miss ing ’em right (we hope) for 
Swarthout—were signed, their film Variety, he’s continuing his 
successes being few and far between. sports commentator stint for 


For the most part, in past cases, 
Hollywood has always been a fair 


WHN and doing the play-by- 
play on the N. Y. (pro) Giants’ 


barometer of a personality’s success. games — under General Mills 

If a flop, it indicated box-office ap- brie sponsorship over 
eal was gone. But, paradoxically, -CBS. ; 

Fishell, Syracuse °33, varsity 


all five of these singers are today 
more popular than ever, and at the 
peak of their careers. 

The question then arises—did Hol- 


lywood make these people, or were | 
they stars which the Coast could not 


handle? An examination of the list 
will show that Tibbett had won ac- 
claim before going to the Coast, but 
he was no more important than a 
number of other baritones at the 
Metropolitan whom the average pub- 
lic had never heard of, and was tak- 
ing a back seat to the fading veteran 
baritone, Antonio Scotti, and to Gui- 
seppe de Luca. Thus Tibbett’s na- 
tional reputation was tremendously 
enhanced by the glamour of,a film 
star. Tibbett first had a brief fling in 
pictures 10 years ago, as did Miss 


fullback for three .years, later 
playing pro grid with the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers, will confine him- 
self to the tough ones and tra- 
ditional games, passing up the 
setups. He starts this week on 
page 53. 


Cheerful News 
At Last: N. Y. 
Cafe Biz Good 


Moore, both of them at Metro, but} 
either clicked as expected. | 


Lily Pons also was well established | 7 ; 
as a coloratura, but her appearances | Whether it’s the wartime stimulus, 


in concert and opera outside of New| the market or the post-Labor Day 


York were not nearly as lucrative as 
(Continued on page 22) 


ITALY CONTINUES PLANS 


FOR EXPO DESPITE WAR 


Rome, Sept. 15. 

Italy is going ahead with prepa- 
rations for its 1942 exposition as if 
no state of war existed in Europe. 
Mussolini has ordered Senator Vit- 
torio Cini, Italian head of expo 
preparations, to continue his work, 
the same as he would in normal 
times. 

The new city springing up on the 


outskirts of Rome will be, according | 


to Il Duce, the ‘Olympics of Civili- 
zation.’ 

Normal opera programs will also 
be held throughout Italy this winter. 


Kay Kyser’s Shrinkage; 
$750,000 Gross, 120G Net 


Kay Kyser, whose band got rec- 
ord high salaries for percentage 
dates in theatres, is reported to 
have grossed $750,000 during 1938 
from all appearances. Out of this, 
it’s said, he only netted around $120,- 
000 for himself. 

After paying off his musicians, 
Kyser found himself in the 60% in- 
come tax brackets. Deductions for 
the latter left him with the 120G, 
just about giving him a look-in on 
Woolworth's. 


| season, the New York City niteries 


| 


are sizzling. Business is slightly 
terrific these days, and bids fair to 
par the halcyon pre-’29 days. 

Cafe men ascribe it to a combi- 
nation of the market and generally 
improved conditions induced by the 
European war. Hotels further 
emphasize that, while the N. Y. fair 
expectancy was disappointing, the 
World’s Series, football and more 
business conventions in New York 
this fall should attract considerable 
trade for theatres and cafes. 


Theatre Authority’s 
New Rule Calls For 
Paid Standby Shows 


Authority 


The Theatre today 


(Wed.) is instituting a national rule | pile that he was unable to pass upon, 


on benefits that is the most revolu- 
tionary step undertaken to create 
paid employment for 
where paid employment previously 
did not exist. In essence, the regula- 
tion requires standby shows to sup- 
plement gratis entertainment playing 
bona fide charity promotions. 

On the face of it, this new rule 
will work in much the same manner 
as the standby rule in effect with 
some musicians’ and_ stagehands’ 
union locals, which forces employers 
to pay for local extras when engag- 
ing musicians or stagehands who are 

(Continued on page 54) 


performers | cleaned the oflice that night as usual 


ARI TAIN BACKS Not Enough Legit Shows Around 


Satire on Leagu~ of Nations, 
a 1939 Cavalcade on Dic- 
tators—Set for Big Trans- 
Canadian Tour — Stalin 
Displaces Franco—Hitler, 
Mussolini As Is 


LIVING HEADLINES 


By ROBERT A. McSTAY 


Toronto, Sept. 26. 

George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Geneva,’ 
satirical study on the League of Na- 
tions, has been entirely revised and 
brought up to date by the play- 
wright to include the declaration of 
war on Hitlerism and the subsequent 
European complications arising from 
Soviet Russia’s intervention. World 
premiere of the re-written opus will 
be presented by the Colbourne-Jones 
company at the Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto, Oct. 9, according to cabled 
advices received here by Ernest M. 
Rawley, manager of the C-J trans- 
Canada tour. 

It is the largest English dramatic 
company that has ever visited Can- 
ada and, significantly, from the 
standpoint of propaganda in the the- 
atre, the tour is sponsored by the 
British Council of which the King is 
the patron. John Masefield, poet 

(Continued on page 6) 


SEEK A NEW 
TIPPERARY’ 


London, Sept. 19. 

The music publishers here are in- 
dustrially reading manuscripts of 
new war songs in the hope of finding 
another ‘Tipperary.’ This recalls a 
story alleging the original publica- 
tion of ‘Tipperary’ was an accident. 

According to the legend, Bert 
Feldman, Shaftesbury avenue music 
publisher, prior to his holidays, put 
a bunch of compositions on his desk, 
with instructions to his manager to 
put them into press. He had another 


and shoved them on to a shelf along- 
side the desk. The charwoman 


and, in the process, one of the songs | 
fell to the desk from the shelf above. 
She placed it on the publisher’s desk. 
It was ‘Tipperary.’ 

The song was sung in the Isle of 
Man, by Florrie Ford, and was a year 
old when George Gurnock, of the 
Daily Mail, heard it. He commented 
on it in the Mail, and Feldman 
bought the song outright. After it 
was such a sensational success, he 
made the composer a weekly allow- 


As Bway Biz Spurts Bullishly 


Crossleying the Calories 


Marie Wilson, pic player cur- 
rent at Loew’s State, New York, 
is credited by Bob Oakley, her 
straightman, with another zaney- 
ism. 

Her fitst day in town, he 
claims, she phoned a friend in 
Hollywood for advice on a good 
restaurant in N. Y. 


Jessel, Gest 
Plan to Tour 
Expo Shows 


the talent at George Jessel’s Little 
Old New York, at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair, to tour as a vaude unit when 
the concession folds with the expo 
Oct. 31. It would be billed as 
‘George Jessel’s Little Old New 
York,’ but Jessel probably won't be 
included in the cast, 

Billy Jackson is lining up the | 
show, figuring on the Chester Hale | 
Girls (12), Bassett and Bailey, Ann | 
Pennington, Sam Kramer, among | 
others. 

Morris Gest, who operated Miracle 
Town at the Fair, is also said to 
be figuring on a theatre tour for his 
complement of 60 midgets. He's 
presently trying to get their visas re- 
newed, almost all of the lower-case 
performers having been imported 


now German. 

At the time Gest did the import- 
ing, as well as the present, there 
have been squawks from American 


number of midgets in the U. S. with- 
out Gest going abroad for ’em. 


Twin Cities’ Rivalry 
Causes St. Paul to Go 
For Show Biz Methods 


St. Paul, Sept. 26. 
St. Paul, which has been battling 
Minneapolis for some time to keep 
the patronage of its own population 
for its theatres and business, is be- 


to grab off the Twin Cities’ business. 
The lures are booked indirectly by 


local business men _ themselves, 
through the Women’s Institute or- 
ganization. 


Several years ago when the cur- 
rent St. Paul administration got 
into power, the town was closed tight 


tertainment. A survey taken last 


ance until the latter’s demise. 


(Continued on page 54) 


Plans are underway for part of | 


from Germany, or territory that is | 


showmen that there was a sufficient | 


ginning to book heavy draw names | 


as regards night life and other en- | 


Broadway’s ticket brokers are 
heartened by the steady upturn ia 
theatre-going, last week seeing an 
increasing spurt. With September 
winding up there are far fewer at- 
tractions than the agency people 
would like to see operating, but the 
season is taking form slowly. 

Aside from a revival, the month’s 
only two premieres are on this week. 
October should see between six and 
10 new productions, but it will 
hardly be until November before the 
real influx begins, which was ap- 
proximately so last year. 

What accounts for the current 
theatre crowds is not clear, but may 
be traceable to Wall Street’s mount- 
ing quotations, also the betterment 
in general business, probably due to 
the war. Most houses cut their pass 
lists to the bone, a satisfaction to the 
agency people, who always were op- 
| posed to free admissions and paper- 
ing of theatres. Most nights last 
week, not one attraction could be 
had in cut-rates. 

Agencies’ High Prices 

Known in ticket circles that some 
agencies have been openly gypping, 
indicating that attempts at enforce- 
ment have become lax. Reported 
| that several brokers are trying to get 
| $8.80 for tickets, doubling the box 
| office rate, or more, but a number of 
would-be patrons refused to pur- 
chase and shopped in other agencies 
for locations not as favored, but at a 
more reasonable rate. 

Upping of prices above the code 
premium limit is probably explained 

(Continued on page 54) 


| 
-HARK-BACK TO VAUDE’S 
_ GOLDEN ERA; UNIT IDEA 


A reprise of vaudeville as it used 
| to be is being attempted by Charles 
|J. Freeman, of Consolidated Radio 
| Artists and booker of the Interstate 
(Texas) houses, in a unit to be titled 
| The Silver Jubilee.’ He’s lining up 

names who were prominent during 
| vanes golden era and the show 
| will play like a variety bill of old 
| days. 
Acts Freeman has lined up include 
Jack Norworth in a revival of ‘The 
Nagger’ sketch, Avon Comedy Four 
(‘Smith and Dale), Rae Samuels, 
Four Mortons and York and King. 
According to Freeman, however, 
the show will not go out unless at 
least 10 weeks time can be contracted 
| for in advance. 


| 


Selznick Prowls Yarn 
For Maude Adams Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Maude Adams makes her screen 
debut in January, according to David 
O. Selznick, who is hunting a suit- 
able story for the former stage star. 

Selznick planned to start Miss 
Adams last fall but the play he 
picked for her, ‘Made for Each 
| Other,’ did not meet with her ap- 
proval. 


| 
| | 
— | 
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wood Digs In to Trim Costs As 
Foreign Revenue Continues To 


- Shrink: Schenck Asks Exhib Aid 


+ 
sevt. 26. Myron Selznick Sued 
ith reports trickling into studios, 
For $45,000 by Scribe 


on the film market, production heads , 
are intensifying their efforts to slash | 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Jules Furthman, writer, filed a 


operating costs in every way pos- 
sible without disturbing quality oi 

breach of contract suit for $45,000 
against the Myron Selznick agency 


their output. Receipts of all com- 
panies from England and continental 

and demanded that the pact be 
‘terminated. 


Europe have dropped 50-75% under 

normal since declaration of war by 

Britain and France, according to fi- Plaintiff charges agency with fail- 

nancial statements forwarded to the. ure to collect $15,000 from Loew’s, 
Inc., for his original story, ‘Thor- 

oughbred.’ He also asks $30,000 for 


Coast by home offices. While major 
portion of shrinkage is due to air 

alleged failure to render competent 
| agency services. 


raid blackouts and withdrawal of 
7 women and children from thickly- 

July B.O. Didn’t Dip 
Too Much, U.S. Amus. 


populated centers in two countries, 
Tax Income Shows 


Gecline in exchange rates is also ac- 
Washington, Sept. 26. 


counting for considerable loss. 
Most pessimistic of the picture big- 
Heat wave effect on boxoffices was 
discernible this week in latest 


gies is Herbert Yates, Republic's | 

chairman, who just arrived here after | 

six weeks in the British Isles, and 

who is convinced that America will , 
Treasury Department reports on the 
admissions tax receipts, but the drop 
was smaller than usual. In contrast 
to past dives ranging from almost 


be dragged into the conflict within | 

a short time. | 
$34,000 to over $130,000, the change 
from July to August this summer 


American exhibitors must bear 
their share of the burden if the, 

meant a drop of only $20,781 in Uncle 
Sam's haul. 


standard of Hollywood films is to be 
Payments in 


maintained in the face of lost rev- 
enues from abroad, according to Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, 20th-Fox chairman 
and prexy of Motion Picture Produc- 
ers Association, before he departed 
for Mexico City and possibly South 
America to make a survey of the 
outlook for increased business for | 
U. S. films below the Rio Grande. 
Theatre operators, he declared, must | 
share with studios the responsibility 
for seeing to it that the latter get 
sufficient in way of rentals for their 
product to continue in operation. 


Drop in European Revenue 


At the same time, Darryl Zunuck. 
20th-Fox production chief, disclosed 
his company’s returns from England 
and the Continent for the first week 
following the start of armed action 

i by powers was only $109,000, as com- 
; pared with better than $400,000 for 
seven-day period preceding war's 
s beginning. He said the average de- 
cline in exchange rates amounts to 

25%. 

Pointing out that the producers 
have signified their willingness to 
make big pictures of highest quality 
despite- the European _ situation. 
Schenck, in formal statement, said: | 

‘The responsibility of making these 
efiorts successful « hes rests entirely Economy But No Wage 
with the exhibitors. The millions of ’ 
dollars invested in theatres through- Cuts, Yates Rep. Orders 
out America would be just so much| 
brick and mortar if the structure of | Hollywood, Sept. 26 
film production collapsed. The ex- Economy without wage aibine is 
hibitor must, therefore, share the re- the idea of Herbert Yates top exec 
sponsibility of seeing that the stu-| o¢ Republic, in the current campaign 

_to whittle down expenses to meet 


dios derive enough rentals to per- 

mit the onti i ation. : 
m to continue in operation reduced revenues, due to the war in 

Europe. 


‘First of all, it is essential that ex- 
hibitors do everything possible to ex-' yates asked all his producers and 
tend the playing time of pictures! department heads to submit sugges- 
whenever public patronage justifies. tions for pruning studio overhead 
Those pictures that have been show- | without reducing the quality of pro- 
ing for one week would, whenever | guciion or laying off workers in the 
possible, be held over for a second  jower pay brackets. Reports will 

be submitted at a meeting late this 


the national ex- 


take, amounted to $1,513,468. 
was one of the biggest sums for the 


| 1939 peak. These figures are a guide 
only so far as admissions over 40c 
|; are concerned, 

Despite the slump, the July 
grosses were materially higher this 
year than in 1938, as evidenced by a 
$88,406 rise over the Treasury's 
snatch in 1938. The third time this 
year that the total tax yield was 
bigger than in 1938. January and 


any improvement. 

After eight months the Treasury 
has pocketed $12,203,°42 from admis- 
sions. This is $186,692 behind the 
comparable 1938 total 
$500,000 less than was received in the 
same part of 1937. 


week, and a picture which definitely 
rates a two-week run should be ex- 


week. 
tended for a third week; three-day 
pictures should be held over for five L A 
or six days, ete. to N. 
Calls for Showmanship Reman Beohnes W. Rav Johnston 
‘ : Les Bowman Jacob Karp 
In order to justify this, exhibi- Sidney Claire | Jerome Kern 
tors will find it necessary to display | 
greater showmanship and introduce! (haries Gleit | Louis Shurr 
new ideas. It can and must be done} }.4¥! Fex | John Wildberg 
Edinund Goulding | Orson Welles 
to insure a return to the producers} wiil Hays 
that will compensate for decreased — 
revenues elsewhere, for only by od N. Y to L A 
creased rentals from the theatres of ig 
this cou Henry Plonkenhorn| 7, J. Milstein 
S country can producers be a: Pat Casey | Herbert Rosenthal 
sured of revenues commensurate) Errol Flynn Mr. and Mrs. Rich- 
with the bigger type of pictures. Nick Grinde ard Thorpe 
&& yP p Chester LaRoche Franklyn Warner 


Producers are willing to go to any Berix Morros 


length and expense to make great, 


chequer last month, reflecting July | 
This | 


current year: only $93,000 behind the | 


May were the other stanzas showing 


and about | 


JOAN EDWARDS 


Variety said:--‘On the stage, 
Joan Edwards proves as fetching a 
warbler as she is over the ether 
waves. Her charm and personality 
as well as her voice help to make 
standouts of such numbers” as 
‘Lady's in Love’ ‘Sunrise Serenade.’ 
She has a hard time begging off.” 

Appearing on Paul Whiteman’s 
Chesterfield Program every Wednes- 
day. 

Management 


HENRY DAGAND 


1270 6th New York City 


FRENCH 
NORMAL 


Ave. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

In spite of war, 20th-Fox is doing 
/ 90% of its normal business in France, 
according to a cable to the studio 
from Ben Miggins, European man- 
ager, in Paris. 

| Within a month, Miggins added, 
| the film business there will be back 
| to normal. 


| 


Paris Very Q.T. 

| Few details regarding the film in- 
dustry in France have been received 
in the last week by home offices in 
New York, presumably because a 
strict censorship has delayed mail 
reaching this country. While some 
| theatres are open and operating, the 
French government has clamped on 
currency restrictions and is allowing 
no coin to leave the country. Bulk 
of information received lately has 
come via cable. 

In Paris, Paramount still is pro- 
ducing its French newsreel while 
other American reels are getting out 
their continental issues. Arrange- 
ment apparenily has been made for 
joint coverage of news in France. 


DEFER FRANK MURPHY 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Because Attorney General Frank 
| Murphy was held in Washington due 
|to ‘unusual conditions prevailing at 
this time,’ the Motion Picture Demo- 
cratic Committee postponed the din- 
ner in his honor, 
He was to have made an award to 
the producer whose pictures con- 
| tributed most to democratic ideals. 


Rogell Ends Stay at U 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Al Rogell wound up his two-pic- 
ture deal as producer-director at 
| Universal and checked off the lot. 
| Deal with an indie studio is in 
negotiation, 


pictures, and they have every faith 
that the public will support them. | 
A high standard of quality in pro- | 
duction has been attained, as evi-. 
denced by the fact that American- 


Other News of Interest to Films 


made films are recognized as the fin- | 
est by the amusement public of the 


Radio reviews: ‘Big Town’ (E. G. Robinson-Ona Munson), 


$ * entire world. This leadership must Walter O'Keefe show, Screen Guild Theatre............... Page 26 
not be sacrificed, nor can the stand-|| Blondell-Maxie Rosenbloom radio show................ Page 27 
ards be permitted to be lowered. B 

yf ‘ uddy Morris-Johnny Mercer’s own music firm.............. Page 37 
B} For their part the producers are Fi Vice Cant 

ih keeping operating costs as low as ppen ice ae eee ener Page 41 
by the studios alone could offset the Page 41 
‘ t maintained. £5 Stooges may leave ‘Scandals’ Page 49 

d now to make this high standard “ Thomson vice Gillmore unlikely now...................--00- Page 49 


quality possible.’ 


BANQUET; KEPT IN 


| 


RKO's Staggered 10-50% Salary Cuts 


Pro Tem; Others Retrenching Also 


Willie Collier Comes 
Back to New York Town 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


Willie Collier (George M. Cohan 
calls him ‘Kid’) is back in N. Y. 
town from his vacation in Holly- 
wood. He was gone eight years. Bill 
got tired of beating Bill Fields on 
the golf course so for exercise he 
built a house in Beverly Hills. He 
built it strictly for laughs. All the 
carpenters he had working for him 
were straight men—that’s hitting 
the nail right on the head. 

Bill built the bar first. It's in the 
playhouse in back of the chateau, 
The first day the excavators got 
there Bill invited them back for a 
drink and at noon they were all 
playing bridge. One of the excava- 
tors bid four spades and Collier 
handed him one and told him to go 
to work. 

After the world’s series Bill says 
he is going back to Hollywood for 
another vacation. He had a chance 
to play ‘Dracula’ last year but be- 
fore he got to the studio the casting 
agent changed his mind and played 
the part himself. His last produc- 
tion was a pip—just to get even with 
Cohan, Buster's wife had a baby 
born on the 4th of July—but in 
London. Buster is Bill's son, 


Bill says Broadway hasn't changed 
a bit; it’s the people. He started as 
a call boy for Daly and finished as 
the star of the organization. Back 
in 1903 Collier was the star of ‘The 
Dictator,’ Richard Harding Davis’ 
great comedy. In the cast were two 
kids playing their first parts—Tom 
Meighan and John Barrymore. 


The first part Bill ever played was 
in the Eddie Foy show, ‘Blue Beard, 
Jr. He and Jimmy Sullivan were 
a team. They played Ostagazoonda 
and Ostagazoof, two undertakers at 
a doctors picnic. Collier moved out 
to St. James, Long Island, to get 
away from his sun-dodging pals but 
it didn’t work. The gang went out 
there just the same. 
from New York in those days, they 
would stay down there for a month. 
So Bill organized the St. James Col- 


lier’s Giants. Bill was the captain 
and catcher, Lionel Barrymore 
played first base, Frank McNish 


(‘Silence and Fun’) was the short- 
stop, Johnny Hyams ‘Hyams 


Tom Lewis was the pitcher, Jerome 
Sykes (the star of ‘The Billionaire’) 
was the third baseman and umpire. 


Charles Frohman wanted Bill to 
come to town to rehearse in “The 
Man From Mexico’ but it interfered 
with a ball game and so the cast 
came to St. James and stayed three 
weeks. Mrs. Collier's cooking was 
so good the leading lady gained 10 
pounds and wouldn't talk to Collier 
for a month. Then came a smash hit, 
‘Caught in the Rain.’ 

Mr. Frohman had a great British 
star, Marie Tempest in London, and 
got the idea that as America had 
never seen Miss Tempest and Lon- 
don had never seen Collier that it 
would be good business to have 


| Collier play for two weeks in Lon- 
'don and Miss Tempest two weeks 


in New York. 
hits. 


They were both big 
Collier stayed in London two 


| years. Miss Tempest was a sensation 


in New York. 


Friars Frolics as a team. They still 
talk about it on Broadway. 

Well Bill is here for the World's 
Series (he never misses one). Let's 
hope that one of the New York 
teams wins the pennant every year. 
Broadway would be pretty dull 
without an occasional visit from Bill 
Collier. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 22 «(New York to London) 
Russell Muth, Bonney Powell 
(Washington). 

Sept. 22 (Genoa to New York) 
Simone Simon, 12 Chester Hale 
Girls, Jim Witteried (Vulcania). 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 


Ezio Pinza, Billy Nelson, Irene 
| Knight, Dave Miller, John Reading, 
| Dorothy Toy, Paul Wing, Nicola 
| Mascona, Ernie Mack. 


It was so far | 


and | 
McIntyre) was the second baseman, | 


Then Bill and Sam _ Bernard 
teamed up and later George M. 
Cohan and Collier played ail the! 


The salary reductions agreed wpon 
in RKO following a session of its 
higher executives in New York Sat- 
urday (23), become effective the 
week of Oct. 2 and, in percentage, it 
is understood, will range from 10% 
to as much as 50%. Cutting of the 
payroll to meet the emergency 
caused by war and loss of foreign 
revenue, will affect the entire RKO 
organization throughout the world, 
including the studio and _ foreign 
posts, 

Avoiding the reduction of lower- 
salaried employees and any measures 
to drop people entirely, the tem- 
| porary slicing starts at $5,000. Re- 
ported percentages agreed upon are 
10% on salaries ranging from $5,000 
to $10,000; 20% on those from $10,000 
to $20,000; 25% between $20.000 and 
$30,000; 30% where the income is 
from $30,000 to $40,000; 25% within 
the range of $40,000 to $50,000: 40% 
for all salaries between $50,000 and 
| $75,000, and 50% for all earning $75.- 
000 or upward. Only a handful will 
| be affected by the 50% reduction. 
| Among these at the home office are 
| George J. Schaefer, president, and 
|Ned E. Depinet, v.p., in charge of 
ek or 


At the studio, where producers, 

| directors, stars and others are under 
contract, it is expected that it will be 
a matter of negotiation in prevailing 
‘upon all who come within the salary 
|reduction range to play ball in behalf 
|of a need to impose economy imme- 
diately. An angle in this connection, 
/as well as with eastern executives 
who take a reduction, is that the 
higher the salary goes the more the 
|U. S, Government gets, and that a 
{cut, bringing the rate of income tax 
down, makes the difference in loss 
correspondingly less. There is also 
the angle among artists or directors 
that protection of the source of in- 
'come is something to consider. 

Schaefer returns to the Coast the 
end of this week, under plans. He 
| will no doubt supervise the inaugura- 
| tion of the cut at the studio. 

Minor economy measures have also 
begun at Paramount, but not known 
whether any salary cuts will be en- 
forced. It is reported that the com- 
pany considered a temporary reduec- 
tion in view of the war of 20% 
throughout the entire organization, 
but that this was tabled in view of 
the fear that morale would be dis- 
,turbed by any such drastic action. 

There has been some shearing of 
the payroll, however, with outs re- 
j}sulting Friday (22), and throughout 
the company every effort is being 
,made to save on operating and «#d- 
ministrative expenses. 

While only a handful of lessers 
were let out at the home office Fri- 
day (22), the Paramount News and 
lab Jost a total of 20 persons, includ- 
ing Carl Peterson, cameraman, who 
accompanied Commander Byre to 
the South Pole. Par home office is 
far from overstaffed, and since re- 
organization has virtually been op- 
erating at the bone on personne}, 
, it is highly doubtful there will be 
}any more layoffs, unless they are 
very scattered and minor. 

Voluntary salary reductions in 
United Artists are possible following 
reports that Murray Silverstone had, 
on his own, decided to take a cut. 
| 


‘Letouts No Solution To 
H’wood’s War Problem 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Wholesale firing of Hollywood's 
wage earners is not the answer to 
the economic problems arising from 
the European war, Samuel Goldwyn 
‘told the film industry in an open 
letter to the heads of the Screen 
'Actors, Writers, and Directors 
Guilds and to Joseph M. Schenck, 
| president of the Motion Picture 
Producers Association. 

As a better approach to solution, 


‘| Goldwyn suggested that producers, 


| suilds and craftsmen meet in friend- 


'ly discussion, to study all phases ef 
| the current crisis and work out a 
_program for the good of all con- 
cerned, 

| Full approval came from Ralph 
| Morgan, SAG prexy, who promised 
_to sit in at any conference with the 
| other picture groups. Schenck 
| Okayed the general idea but said it 
was ‘somewhat premature’ to adopt 
a definite policy in view of the un- 
| setiled conditions in Europe and the 
lack of reliable data on the future 
_of film revenues from abroad. Geld- 
wyn is still awaiting word from the 
; other groups, 
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Insure Prod. Funds for Indies 


+ 


Grand National has succeeded in 
obtaining a $200,000 increase in loan 
from the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. Total of $600,000 is expected 
to be passed over later this week to 
comprise an operating fund for the 
firm, Felt & Co., Wall street bank- 
ers, will at the same time make 
available a $1,000,000 production 
fund. It was through the efforts of 
Irving Felt, who flew to Washington 
with Earle Hammons, GN prez, last 
Wednesday (20), that the final de- 
tails were worked out. 

Delay in obtaining the RFC fund 
resulted from the desire of Ham- 
mons and Felt to get the increased 
Government backing and in details 
of conserving the money, so that it 
can be turned over for operation in 
a lump sum to the company. Origi- 
nal arrangement would have made 
possible a creditor grab which, it is 
feared, would have partially crippled 
the new setup before it actually got 
to work. 

Diversion of funds objected to 
would have consisted of distribution 
of $200,000 to owners of stock in 
GN before it went through 77B re- 
organization a year and a half ago. 
The $200,000 figure was set earlier 
this year after an inspection of as- 
sets and liabilities and is payable by 
present stockholders. The original 
company was known as Grand Na- 
tional Pictures, Inc., while the pres- 
ent one is Grand National Films, 
Inc. 

New plan arrived at with the RFC 
and Felt includes an agreement with 
the trustees for the stockholders of 
the first company, whereby, instead 
of getting their money in a lump, 
they will receive $50,000 at once, 
and similar amounts each six months, 
until paid off. 

Hammons Remains Prez 


When the coin is received, Ham- 
mons will continue as president, but 
two executive assistants have al- 
ready been named. Announcement 
of their identity is pending. One 
will be stationed in New York to 
handle all details of sales and dis- 
tribution, while the other will be in 
Hollywood to oversee production. 

Company will ‘for the time be- 
ing’ do no producing itself. It will 
use its production fund to help 
finance indies whose product will be 
turned over to it. It will stick 
strictly to low and medium cost pic- 
tures, claiming to have at least a 
dozen now available. 

In regards to Franklyn Warner’s 
deal to turn over three of his Fine 
Arts pictures to RKO, it was said 
this will not affect his relationship 
with GN. Latter, in the past, has 
distribbed Warner’s films, and would 


have had the three that went to 
RKO if there hadn’t been such de- 
lay. 

Warner, in fact, may continue 


right on with RKO or some other 
major, while simultaneously pro- 
ducing for GN. There will be no 
conflict, it was said, because the ma- 
jor product will be in a much more 
expensive bracket than that for GN, 
which will try to keep around $50,- 
000 a pic as its average. 

GN backers look to have no 
trouble obtaining indie - produced 
films inasmuch as they will offer 
distribution without the producer 
having to face competition from the 
Company’s own studios. 

Changes in the GN corporate set- 
up will begin almost at once in an 
aim toward simplification. Major 
move will be the consolidation of 
eye and GN into one firm. 

3 
virtually a holding company 
Grand National. 


for 


Ante Up on ‘Land’s End’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Fine Arts hoisted the budget to 
$300,000 on ‘Land’s End,’ its second 
Cosmocolor feature for RKO release. 


Of this sum $65,000 had been spent | 


on script and preparation. 

Franklyn Warner, FA prexy, is 
sending camera crews to Florida and 
the Grand Canyon for backgrounds. 


Felt & Co.’s 
krolls to GN 


No Tipoffs Now 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

For the first time since the 
Government began ogling stock 
market operations of insiders, no 
report of sales, purchases, gifts 
or exchanges of film paper 
showed up last week in the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission 
bi-weekly review. 

Doesn’t mean none of the 
ground floor occupants changed 
their positions, though, since the 
law allows the filing of ‘amended’ 
statements months later. 


SMALL MULLED 
STALLING 
HIS PIX 


Possibility of holding off produc- 
tion of five of the six films he is 
scheduled to do for United Artists 
release was under consideration by 
Edward Small until Monday (25). 
Under advisement was a plan for 
going ahead with ‘Kit Carson,’ which 
comes up next on the slate, and lay- 
ing off of the others until conditions 
abroad gave indication of whether 
or not the market would be favor- 
able, 

With most other producers going 
ahead, however, Small decided to 
follow suit. J. J. Milstein, his east- 
ern rep, is leaving for the Coast to- 
night (Wednesday) for a confab 
on plans. | 


Le Baron Would Make 
His N.Y. Visit More 
Vacation Than Biz 


Although having discussions with 
Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, Neil 
Agnew and Russell Holman in the 
!next two weeks, during his New 
York visit, William Le Baron, Para- 
mount’s studio head under Y. Frank 
Freeman, will devote much time to 
a vacation. It’s his first trip to New 
York in three years. Being a stable- 
owner himself, he wants to see the 
races at Belmont as well as Broad- 
way shows and, if he can make it, 
the World Series. 

Budgets being pretty well agreed 


WAR 


EUROPE 


Cooperation Among Thea- 
tres and Distributors on 
Dating, Planning of Films, 
Etc.—No More Bad Book- 
ings Such as Three Adven- 
ture Films at the Same 
Time Recently on B’way 


MORE B.O. ACCORD 


In the hopes of offsetting losses 
from foreign markets, as result of 
the war, the distributors are look- 
ing to the exhibitors and all other 
branches for the ‘fullest cooperation’ 
in meeting the emergency as an all- 
encompassing industry matter. 

To this end it is expected that the 
distributors will make every effort 
to not only cooperate among them- 
selves in the dating, booking and 
planning of film but prevail strong- 
ly upon the exhibitor to also lend a 
helping hand so that the present 
quality of product may be protected 
and, through that, the grosses of the 
theatres, 

In every way the distributors will 
attempt to wring more from their 
pictures through more careful spot- 
ting of product, through lengthened 
playing time, closer cooperation with 
the account in putting every film 
across for maximum returns, greater 
care in setting releases, etc. 

It is also likely that the distribu- 
tors will endeavor ¢o get exhibs to 
put more pressure behind their pic- 
tures, particularly the bigger ones, 
through added exploitation effort, 
advertising, publicity, etc. The plea 
to the account will be to help the 
distrib fight the present emergency 
by making every picture count in 
any way that this can be accom- 
plished. 

Extended Dates 

Extended playing time everywhere 
will be sought in order that the full- 
est amount of revenue may be ob- 
tained from the run of every film, 
notably those of front-line import- 
ance. The longer a film will last 
the more, in the end, it will bring 
the distributor, to be poured back 
into future production. It has been 
hinted that even if a theatre makes 
only a small profit by holding over 
a film, that small profit in turn 
means a lot more for tke distrib. 
When a picture goes off a run, it is 
a run that’s not recoverable and the 
picture can’t come back to try its 
luck all over again. 

In the staggering of pictures, so 
that those which are comparable in 
draught or similar in type are not 
fighting each other at the same time 
in given situations, it has also been 
suggested that revenue may be pro- 
tected. Pointed to was the simul- 
taneous showing recently on Broad- 
way of three African adventure pic- 


it stands now, Educational is 


upon and 1939-40 production well 
under way, with Par being farther 
ahead on finished product at this 
time than in any prior year, there 
isn’t much that should involve Le- 
Baron in company conferences aside 
| from the variations that are likely to 
ensue because of the war. 


‘Stock hit By 
Studio Economy Wave 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Stock players on major lots are 
feeling the brunt of war while mar- | 
quee names are uneffected by the} 
economy wave. Several lots have 
stripped down to a week-by-week 
basis and others are pruning as fast 
as the stock contracts expire. 

Idea is to drop all pacted players 
whose services cannot be used to 
the fullest extent. 


SCHENCK’S MEX CHECKUP 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


tures, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), ‘Four 
| Feathers’ (UA) and ‘Stanley and 
| Livingstone’ (20th). This was called 
bad booking at the time and is re- 
| ferred to now as something that 
mustn’t happen. 
For the Good of All 

In this connection, both the dis- | 

tributors and the theatres would 


have to cooperate for the good of 
all. It is not improbable that the 
bookers in the exchanges may at- 


'tempt to control the dating to avoid 
conflict in a cooperative move among 
(Continued on page 53) 


COL. STARTS WARTIME 
CLIP; DECKER DEPARTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Columbia Pictures has started its 
personnel reorganization to put stu- 
dio on wartime economy basis. First 
of exec staff to check off lot is 
Harry Decker, who has had super- 


Joseph M. Schenck planed to) 
Mexico City to look over film mar- 
ket conditions south of the border. | 
| He will be away about three 


| 
weeks, 


vision over all sagebrushers for the 
Irving Briskin unit. 
Approximately 40, principally ani- | 


'mators, have been lopped off lot’s Production executive for Sol Lesser | 


Screen Gem Cartoon unit. Outfit, 


| generally carries 200 workers. | 


20th Execs’ 10% 


Kept quiet are the 10% 
slashes which the 20th-Fox ex- 
ecutives have voluntarily de- 
creed for themselves during the 
‘emergency’ period. 

It applies only to the $50,000 
per annum up, both east and 
west. 


UA-B&K STILL 
SET 
DEAL 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Following reported inability on the 
part of United Artists to agree on a 
deal with Balaban & Katz in behalf 
of all its producers, despite lengthy 


negotiations, two of the major film- 
makers in the UA setup are said to 
have reached independent decisions 
to make their product available to 
B&K during the 1939-40 season. Their 
identity is not mentioned. 


Recently when the Music Hall, 
New York, and UA had a fuss over | 
th. conditions relating to the buying | 
o* ‘Four Feathers,’ which was finally 
sold to the Capitol instead, David O. 
Selznick is understood to have come 
| forward and, on his own, arranged 
for the availability to the Hall of his | 
picture, ‘Intermezzo.’ It opens next 
Thursday (5). 

The situation with B&K appears to 
suggest some parallel. UA offered 
B&K a deal for 1939-40, based on 
'what it is offering for the new sea- 
| son. Offering resistance to the deal 
‘offered, B&K is said to have shown 
|'UA its books for 1938, and in turn 
proposed a deal it believed was equi- 
| table. UA is understood to have 
_ turned this down and to have ap- 

proached the Essanness circuit, op- 
|erating the Woods downtown, as well 
as Aaron Jones, who has the Oriental. 
|In both cases no deals resulted with 
'these independents, and two of the 
|UA producers intervened with a 
view to assuring first-run outlet for 
'their product here with B&K. 

L. J. Schlaifer, UA’s western di- 
| vision manager, who has been here, 
‘leaves today (Tues.) for New York. 


Hays Meeting Today 
| Will Deal Principally 
| With European Situash 


| 

The European war and its effect 
on the industry is expected to be the 
principal topic for discussion at the 


quarterly directors’ meeting of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Asso. today (Wed.). Will 


Hays, who has been on the Coast for 


| several weeks, arrived back in New 
York Monday (25) to be present for 


the session. | 
The Hays’ director meeting is the 


‘first to be held since the June gather- | 


ing. Indications yesterday were that 
there would be a quorum present 
for the session which gets under way 
in the afternoon. 


Gross Own Producer 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
New production company has been | 
formed by Edward Gross, former | 


and David L. Loew. 
Jules Goldstein is bankrolling. 


"39-40 Sales Spurt as Exhibs Figure 
They May Be in a Spot on Supply 
Or If B.O. Gets Bullish Suddenly 


Marked activity during the past 
two weeks in sales on the 1939-40 
product is reported, with distribu- 
tors said to be starting to tell ex- 
hibitors that they can’t have any 
more new season’s pictures unless 
they sign a contract. Fear that this 
may mean blank screens is bringing 
the lagging accounts around fast. 

Virtually all 1938-39 product is on 
release and the last of that season’s 
films are getting into the subsequent 
runs, while meantime '39-40 product 
is well under way and, in order to 
keep operating, exhibitors are pick- 
ing up the new pictures contingent 
upon deals that are in negotiation. 
Effect of warning or threatening 
such accounts that they can’t pick 
up additional ’39-40 pictures, while 
continuing to stall on a contract, is 
understood to be producing startling 
anxiety on the part of the dilatory 
accounts to sit down for the closing 
of a deal. 

The real reason for exhibitors 
stalling so long on ’39-40 deals, in 
the opinion of one distributor, is that 
they have nothing to lose by waiting 
until the 1lth hour. In addition to 
looking for bargzrning advantages 
by being hard to get, the presump- 
tion is strong that numerous ac- 
counts want to play out the old sea- 
son’s stuff to see if there aren’t some 
‘tail-enders’ on which adjustments 
may serve as an argument. At the 
same time, the exhibitor who delays 
on his deals, meantime being per- 
mitted to book initial releases of the 
new season, is enabled to get a line 
on how the distributor is starting 
off a fresh year. That also might 
give him some kind of a bargaining 
angle or, if the pictures are above 
a given company’s standard, a better 
clue as to whether he should sign 
up for the terms that were laid be- 
fore him months ago. 

War’s Hypo 

In addition to the fact ’39-40 re- 
leases are now well under way, for 
some companies such as 20th-Fox 
having been rolling for nearly two 
months now, selling is adjudged to 
have quickened as a result of the 
war and what it may mean. While 
theatre operators are hopeful of a 
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Carl Laemmle, Sr., 


Founder of Universal, Dies at 72 


Carl Laemmle, who retired as | 
president of Universi a Film Co. three | 
years ago, died at his home in 
Beverly Hills on Sunday (24) at the 
age of 72. Death was from a heart 
attack. He had been ailing for some 
time. In later years his hearing be- 
came seriously impaired. 

The Laemmle life story is an ab- 
sorbing tale of the immigrant wa 
who came to American shores 
search of opportunity, and vow 
here the fulfillment of his ambitions 
and aspirations. From poverty he, 
rose to riches, following a pattern of 
his own creating. In the crowded | 
years of a busy life and vast experi- 
ence, he built a film empire, after | 
his own design, and he leaves an 
indelible mark of 
showmanship in the motion picture 
industry. 

German-born, he became a natural- 
{zed American citizen in early man- 
hood. The blood ties were strong 
throughout his life, and for many 
years he passed a vacation period 
annually in Germany—a pilgrimage 
that ended only with the rise of 
Hitlerism, against which he protested 
as a generous contributor of funds 
for various refugee projects. 

Throughout his business career he 
conducted his affairs with shrewd 
acumen, shaping a course for the 
Universal company which brought it 


through the numerous crises of in-| 


dustry competition and the major 
economic upheavals, both here and 
abroad, which have punctuated the 
past quarter of a century. He held 
steadfastly to a vision that films as | 
an art-industry were close to the | 
masses. Repeatedly throughout his 
career he revitalized his enterprises 
by drawing upon the full strength of 
his financial resources for spectacular 
and speculative film productions 


which invariably reestablished Uni- | 


versal’s strong position in the world 


market. 
Indefatigable, patient and per- 
sistent. Laemmle’s voluntary with- 


drawal from active direction of Uni- | 
versal three vears ago. followed by | 


the sale of personal holdings for a 


sum reported to be $5,000,000, was | 


ON PAR’S STEVE LYNCH 


explained to friends and close as- 
sociates as a desire at the end of a 


enterprise and | 


Comeback at 7 


Film Pioneer, 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Baby LeRoy, who retired from 
the screen at the age of two, is 
putting on a comeback at seven. 
As Lonnie LeRoy, the moppet 
gets a featured role in Para- 
mount’s ‘The Biscuit Eater.’ 

Studio has kept him on its 
payroll during his five years of 
retirement. 


Dust Bowl—Come $ 
Signs—Switches Jeers 


Sallisaw, Okla., Sept. 26 


{several bushels of wrath when they 
‘heard that 20th-Fox was sending a 
company here to film local color for 
a | its production of John Steinbeck’s 
‘The Grapes of Wrath.’ They weren't 
particularly thrilled about their dust | 
bow] then. 
But when Otto Brower and his | 


Estimated to Be 


gin shooting the color | 


| started passing out sawbucks for at- | | 
mosphere players and their jallopies Hollywood, Sept. 26. | 
/the tune changed. Cheers greeied Car) Laemmle’s estate is believed 
| the company’s movements where @ {6 total approximately $4,000,000, of 
(carefully planned reception of je€rs which more than $2,000,000 is in se- 
had been talked about. curities. He disposed of most of his 
‘real estate holdings after his sale of 

Universal, retaining only two par- 


N y k Sc cels, the business corner at Holly- 
ew orker Taps wood and Vine and his home in Bev- 
Its Comm’! Short: ‘erly Hills. Latter was purchased 

9 _from the Thomas Ince estate several 
‘Not U t St d  degewg ago for $650,000. 

p 0 andar | In the envelope containing 
Laemmle's will were found eight 
Between $10,000 and $12,000 spent letters to his son and daughter, in- 
by the New Yorker mag on a com. Structing them to continue the pro- 
mercial film short was thrown in the Visions he made for the numerous 
lashcan because it was thought the People he cared for. Will requested 
‘film ‘wasn’t up to what is expected that Jack Ross, his personal secre- 
lof the New Yorker in smartness.’ | '@ty for years, be retained on the 
Filmed at Eastern Service Stu- Payroll for one year after his death. 
dios, Astoria, L. I, the picture was | Testament, to be filed for probate 
scripted by Marc Connelly. Con- this week, provides also for 
| nelly also appeared in it, as did Laemmle's two brothers and_ the 
| Franklin P. Adams, columnist of the |family servants. His children are | 
|New York Post, and one of the! instructed to carry on the charity 
brighties on the ‘Information Please’ foundation he started to take care of | 
| radio show. refugees and also private pension- 
E. M. Price, New Yorker ad man- ers. He_ personally provided for 
|ager, and other execs decided about 200 refugees he brought here 
| against the one-reeler, designed for from his German birthplace. 

advertising sales promotion, after it In the estate are several annuities 
| ee completely finished. from which he drew approximately 
$500,000 income. These annuities now 
revert to his children. 
David Tannenbaum, 
personal attorney, found no instruc- 


Laemmle's 


$250,000 LEGAL CLAIM 


| 


Sept. 26. 


The Laemmle Estate | 


 20th-Fox lot vesterday (Mon.), mak- 
| ing a total of 10 currently at work. 


Studios, 


other 


itoria about Nov. 7. 
| would take the role handled on tour | 


for Goldwyn, Denies Any 


Action Because 


Bonus Splits 


+ 
v 


Two More Roll For 
| Total of 10 at 20th 


Two new pictures rolled on the 


Newcomers are ‘Little Old New 
York’ and ‘He Married His Wife.’ 

Already shooting are ‘Swanee 
River, ‘The Blue Bird,’ ‘Daytime 
Wife,’ ‘Everything Happens at Night,’ 
‘20,000 Men a Year,’ ‘The Min Who 
Wouldn't Talk,” ‘The Adventurer’ 
and ‘The City.’ 


Marshall In Both 
Stage, Pic Versions 


Of Parrott Novel 


John Wildberg, who returned from 
the Coast on Sunday (24), inked) 
Herbert Marshall while there to ap- 
pear in both the stage and peti 
versions of ‘For All of Our Lives.’ 
Novel, by Ursula Parrott, is being | 
dramatized by Miss Parrott and 
Worthington Miner. It is expected 
to be ready for a Broadway preem | 
by Christmas. Film version is the 
second pic for New York production | 
on the schedule of Wildberg and 
Jack Skirball at Eastern Service | 
Astoria, L. I. It may be} 
held up indefinitely, however, and} 
another story filmed first if legit pro- | 
duction has a lengthy run. Like the | 
Skirball-Wildberg pix  pro- 
jected for eastern filming, it will be 


| released by Columbia. | 


Marshal! will also very possibly j 


|} appear in ‘Angela Is 22,’ which is ex- 


pected to go before the lenses at As- | 
player | 


by Sinclair Lewis and later by Philip 
Merivale. Starting date for shooting | 
depends on the progress of casting, | 


Declaration of $100,000 in bonuses 
to United Artists producers by board 
action during the past week, but with 
only four film-makers in the UA sei- 
up understood participating, Sam 
Goldwyn being one that didn't. has 
resulted in reports that Goldwyn was 
threatening to consult attorneys as to 
whether or not this constituted 
breach of his contract. Max D., 
Steuer, Goldwyn’s attorney in New 


York, stated he had not talked to the 
producer for some time, while Mur- 
ray Silverstone, asked concerning the 
rumors, declined to comment on ac- 
tion of the UA board relating to 
bonuses or on Goldwyn rumors. He 
pointed to the Goldwyn suit now 
pending, which is expected to come 
up shortly. 

Understanding is that, aside from 
whether Goldwyn is fretting or 
whether he may have refused to se- 
cept a bonus at this time on unknown 
grounds, as hinted in one qyarter, the 
!UA board voted shares, based on 


‘earnings of their pictures, to Alex- 


ander Korda, Selznick-International, 
Walter Wanger and Hal Roach. 


The shares from earnings, were 


, based on rental returns for the cal- 


endar year of 1938. During that 
year rentals came in on five Goldwyn 
pictures—‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead End.’ 
‘Hurricane,’ ‘Goldwyn Follies’ and 
‘Marco Polo’—although portions of 
earnings may have also come in in 


(1937 or in 1939, due to the manner 


in which dates were spread. ‘Dallas,’ 
‘Dead End’ and ‘Hurricane’ were 
heavy grossers for Goldwyn. 
Roach Under the Wire 
While Korda, Selznick and Wanger 
had more pictures on the market 
during 1938 than Roach, last men- 
tioned got under the wire with one, 
‘There Goes My Heart.’ Under the 
sharing plan for UA producers, it is 
understood to have been insisted 
upon first by Goldwyn on_ the 
ground that he was providing the 
pictures that made the money. 
The UA _ board meeting, held 
Thursday (21), also discussed the 


| 
long career to enjoy the fruits of | 


work in a few vears of rest and | 


recreation. His two children, Carl, 
Jr.. and Mrs. Stanley (Rosabelle) 
Bergerman, and his grandchildren, 
Carol and Stanley Bergerman, aged 
nine and seven, respectively, were 
near him when he died. He is sur- 
vived also bv two brothers, Sieefried 
and Louis. Mrs. Laemmle died in 
1918. 
Covered a Wide Range 

In every sense of the word, 
Leemmle was a film pioneer. He 
opened new fields of endeavor: he 


kept pace with associates who con- | 


structed an industry from the com- 
mercial collapse which followed the 
Government's” dissolution of: the 
General Film Co. His activities 
covered the full range of the film 
business, through experiences as a 
successful exhibitor of nickelodeon 
days, as an independent film ex- 
change operator, and finally as the 
head of a 
tributing organization, ramifications 


of which extended to every country | 
on the globe where motion pictures | 


are shown. He was one of the first 
exccutives to properly evaluate the 
greatness of the foreign market. and 
in the extension of his interests in 
distant countries he found occasion 
frequently to philosophize on the 
potency of the American film as the 
envoy of the American ideals of 
liberty and happiness. To a friend he 
once remarked that his greatest thrill 
was in the realization that his pic- 


tures, universally shown, paid off in | 


part a personal debt he cherished for 
the rewards which had come to him | 
from America. 


Laemmle was born in Laupheim, | 


Wuriemberg, Germany, on Jan. 17, 
1867, a small town which he 
subsequently aided financially. He 
was the 10th of 13 


born to Julius and 
Laemmle. Eight of his brothers and 


sisters died during a scarlet fever it was 
epidemic when he was a child. An hopes to get it back on the strength | 
emigrated to Of Miss Lamarr’s recent work in 


older brother’ had 
America, settling in Chicago. 
Typical Alger Start 


At the age of 17, Laemmle arrived | | 
in New York, and obtained his first | 


job as a messenger boy for a drug- 


gist, at $4 a week. From this small 
sum he saved enough to make the assignment on Edward Small’s ‘My 


journey to Chicago, and there fol- 


lowed a period during which he | 


(Continued on page 55) 


Suit of David Stoneman, Boston at- 
_ torney, against Stephen A. Lynch. 
| former Paramount reorganizer and 
|now a Par theatre partner, 
vealed in N. Y. supreme court Fri- 
day (22). Judge Isidor Wasservogel 
Monday (25) reserved decision on 
| the application by the former Para- 
poy Official for a bill of particu- 
| Jars, 

| Action seeks $250,000 for unpaid 
lega] fees to Lynch and Paramount 
Publix Corp. from Feb. 1, 1933- 
July 2, 1936. 


was re- | 


the will. It will be placed in a vault 
in Peace Cemetery until the family 
makes a decision on burial here or 
in New York, where his wife is in- 
terred. 

Laemmie’s body lay in state at | 
B’nai Brith Temple for two hours 
yesterday (Monday) before services | 
| Started at 12:30. Hundreds in all) 
walks of life filed past the bier. | 
While the Temple was completely | 
filled with mourners, hundreds of | 
morbidly curious lined the streets 
outside. At the request of the Will | 
Hays office, all studios observed two 
minutes of silence at the start of the 


|signed to direct. 


Service Studios is in Hollywood with | 


which is being done by Skirball on | foreign situation, production matters, 
the Coast, and completion of the) the maintenance of producing sched- 
screenplay, being prepared by Zoe! ules, etc. Subsequently Silverstone 
Akins. Dorothy Arzner has been! declared that the 1939-40 program, 
| as originally laid out, will be carried 
Lee Garmes, who will also pro- through to fulfillment. 

duce a film at Astoria this fall, | He stated that the board had no 
pacted last week with RKO for dis-! consultation on his contract, since he 
tribution of the picture, ‘And So has a five-year termer in charge of 
Goodbye.’ He is presently on the|UA operations throughout the world, 
Coast winding up details of casting| with the ticket having four years to 
and story. Charles Glett, v.p. in!go. There are no options under it, 
charge of operations at Eastern it is understood. 

Question of financing for Korda 
Garmes, but is expected back east| was also not discussed, although Sil- 
this week. Garmes won't return for | verstone said the immediate problem 
several weeks, at which time shoot- | was to get rental revenue back on 


vast producing and dis- | 


children Can be readied for release with two | 
Rebekka | More weeks of shooting. 


services, 
Active pallbearers were Ross, Tan- 
|nenbaum, Sam Von Ronkle, an old 


SCRAM, DAMES 
friend; Herman Einseinlaupheim, a 


All-Male Cast for Warners’ ‘Fight- refugee, and Dr. Leland Hawkins 
ing 69th’ his personal physician. 

era KFWB tonight (Tuesday) broad- | 

Hollywood, Sept. 26. , cast a memorial program over the 

| Warners answer to ‘The Women, Warner Bros Eulogies 


which shunned mere males, is ‘The . 
| delivered by Arthur Ungar, | 
Fighting 69th,’ which marched be-| egitor of Day Variety; Sid Grau- | 


fore th eras sterd: ( ; 

Studio is using 17 of its contract 
players: James Cagney, George! WO persons close to Laemmle | 
Brent, Pat O’Brien, Jeffrey Lvnn, died within 24 hours of his passing. 
Herbert Anderson, Dick Foran, Alan They were Ingle Carpenter, 67, at- 
Hale, William Lundigan, John Litel, '©'€Y who handled his business af- 
| Frank McHugh, Henry O'Neill, Ron- and James Hurley, 42, 
ald Reagan, George Reeves. John Laemmle's masseur for years. Car- | 
| Ridgely, James Stephenson, Frank penter died in Hollywood Hospital | 
Thomas and Frank Wilcox. 


‘TI Take This Woman’ 
Down From the Shelf 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


ley was killed in an auto accident | 
near Ventura. He accompanied the 
film executive on many trips abroad. 


Studio Contracts 
‘I Take This Woman,’ the Spencer 


deg i Lamarr starter shelved | Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
a pring, is going back into pro-| Warners renewed Al Alleborn’s 
duction at Metro. Studio figures it | pact as unit manager. 

Adele Pearce and Dick Hogan 
given stock contracts at RKO. 
Picture cost about $900,000 before | ee Fabares inked new player 
laid on | pact a arners. 
ae shell. Metro Metro pacted Robert Planck as 
| Cameraman. 
George Oppenheimer received new 
' writer pact at Metro. 
| Frank Madison signed by Warners 
as unit manager. 


|‘Lady of the Tropics.’ 


will start. 


Studios are now pre- | 
paring basic sets. | 
Garmes, former cameraman, is 
| understood dickering with Edward 
| Arnold, Jean Parker and C. Aubrey | 
Smith for in the 


SEVERAL FACTORS SET 
BACK WELLES’ 1st RKO 


Orson Welles’ picture for RKO, | 
based on Joseph Conrad's ‘Heart of | 
| Darkness,” has had its production 
| Start set back to Oct. 31. Original 
starting daie was Oct. 10. | 

One reason for the delay is the | 


script. His deal is to write, direct, 
produce and star in the film. An- 
other factor in holding up production 
is said to be RKO’s desire to cut eae 


budget in view of the European situ- | 
ation. In,’ ‘Seventh Cavalry’ and ‘Biackout 


Welles received another setback | 


last week when informed that Dita 
Parlo, whom he wanted for the 
femme lead in the film, had been in- 
terned in France. Star of ‘Grand 
Iliusion,’ she’s Austrian by birth and 
therefore considered an enemy alien 
by France. 


PEGGY GARNER’S DAD’S SUIT 
Canton, O., Sept. 26. 


Korda pictures without any delay. 
One of Korda’s difficulties, being ® 


| producer in England, is getting peo- 


ple for production, the UA head 
added. 

Korda has two gocemal finished 
now ready for early release, and ® 
third coming up, while cons Pate ibly 
bong in circulation is ‘Four Feath- 
ers.” It is estimated that this picture, 
costing only $300,000, will gross well 
over $1,000,000 in rentals. 


Goldwyn Topping Self 
With 9 Pix for Year 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
With five stories in the writing 
mill, three films delivered and cone 


following a heart attack, while Hur- | fact that Welles hasn't compleied the | nearing completion, Samue! Goldwyn 


threatens to break his own produc- 


ition record with a total of nine for 
| the year. 


Five in preparation are ‘The Out- 
law,’ ‘City Without Men,’ ‘The Fleet's 


Over Europe.’ Already released wre 
‘Wuthering Heights.” ‘They Shall 
Have Music’ and ‘The Real Glory.’ 
In work is ‘Raffles,’ due for coim- 
pletion in about two weeks. 


WB Tours Stars 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Priscilla Lane and John Garfield 


William H. Garner, of Canton, an 


’ 
Vidor on Michael Hogan 
S _ ticket at Warners. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. William Ludwig 
Charles Vidor has the directorial | deal at Metro. 
Metro put Harry Friedman under 
Son. My Son.’ | writing contract. 
Louis Hayward and Brian Aherne | Lynne Carver drew new termer at 
Metro, 


are the only players set. 


penned writer | 


inked scripter | 


attorney for the Federal Surplus) 
| Corp., has asked for custody of 
Peggy Ann Garner, child film ac- 
tress, in a divorce action filed here 
against the mother, Mrs. Virginia | 
Craig Garner. 

The father charges gross neglect 
of duty. 


team up in a personal appearance 
tour, opening in Chicago about Oci. 
11. Jaunt includes New York, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Washington and 
Pittsburgh. 

Opening of Ann Sheridan’s tour 
‘has been switched to Washington 
Sept. 29. Oomph girl comes into 
| Strand, New York, Oct. €, 


| 
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New European Headaches May Ease | 
U.S. Attacks—The Film Biz Hopes 


+ 


No Nut There 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Least of Hal Roach's worries 
in ‘Of Mice and Men’ is the 
wardrobe, chief item of which 
is $11.80 worth of print dresses 
for Betty Fields, Her jewelry 
is 5-and-10. 

Men in the cast wear second- 
hand overalls. 


Major companies are hopeful that | 
altered conditions caused by the Eu- | 
ropean war may lead to a more) 
lenient attitude by the Federal gov- | 
ernment towards the film business, | 
especially as regards the anti-trust | 
suit. The next few months probably | 
will tell the story whether this wiil 
be an actual development or whether 
{t is chiefly wishful thinking on the 
part of major companies, 


It also seems doubtful if the thea- 
tra divorcement will be definitely | 
downed, even if the case is engl, 
to a conclusion and the major com- 


panies victorious. This would leave 
Despite the action in laying the 


the industry in much the same situa- 

tion as winning a battle but losing a 
industry’s initial plan of distribution 
for educational pictures before the 


war because the present administva- 
National Education Association con- 


tion is expected to insist that thea- 

tre divorcement be taken up in Con- 
clave in San Francisco some weeks 
ago, two factors have prevented 


gress should it be defeated in court 
Attitude of the Government is that 
there should be a divorcement of ex- 
hibition from distribution in the pic- 
ture business, and if not obtainable 
any rush by educators to take 
advantage of proposed visual-educa- 
tion plan. One is that nearly half 
of the attendance at the Coast con- 
vention were from California and 


via anti-trust action, it will be rem- 
did not represent the national cov- 


edied by new legislation. Besides 
the pressure from the current admin- 

erage expected. Other is that the im- 
portance of the setup failed to per- 


istration, Congressmen themselves al- 
ready have felt the reaction of their 
constituents on the theatre divorce- 
colate through the nation’s press. 
Latter phase is being remedied 
presently by the Hays office. New 


ment issue, 
Thus far major companies, except- 
ing in one or two instances, have 
shown no inclination towards adopt- 
ing divorcement voluntarily, They | 
apparently want a showdown on the | 
issue in the courts. | 
UA’s Cross-Queries to resently 
s | distribution plan called for establish- 

Keynote Rest of Majors ment of Teaching Film Custodians, 

United Artists Corp. on Friday | with headquarters in N. Y., issuance 
(22) filed 38 cross-interrogatories di- | °f 4 Catalog listing classified non- 
rected at the Government, the gist of , Current pictures and setting exact 
which constitutes an attempt to se- release dates and cost of rentals, For 
cure the names and addresses of all | and white 16-millimeter 
U. S. witnesses who will support the none (for each 400-foot reel) $5 will 
various Government charges of mo- | 2€ the rental be two w eeks or Jess; 
nopoly and restraint of trade against | $10 for half a wae year; $15 for a 
pected that all other majors will fol- years and $30 for three school voor 
low suit, making Oct. 7 the day when | | About 400 of these non-current 
the defendants are to answer the shorts, appraised and = up by yet 
questions submitted by the Govern- special education committee, are now 
mnt 

: aie wi e available 
Question No, 1 requests: ‘State the | Additions’ Wiens, beelden thoes 


name, enti d loca- | 
te described in the official catalogue of 


Government having knowledge of | Teaching Film Custodians, bt oe 
relevant facts with respect. to the | leased last month and <— 290ut 10 
Government's claims that the pro- | others will be released before the 
ducer-exhibitor defendants have con- f 
spired and combined with each other, | . Angle being stressed for educators 
and United Artists, to monopolize | '% that classrooms can ere addi- 
the market for exhibition of pictures | tional film subjects, at a minimum 
first-run product, etc.’ | fee, without having to go to the cost 
The start of each question remains | pas 
.| tures listed in e catalog are owne 
the same, namely the request for |by Columbia, Loew's, RKO, Walt 


names ¢ ses. sti No. 
| and Warner Bros. 


ity-high-grade features; No. 3, with 


Shooting starts on location next 
|! month, with studio filming slated for 


the exclusion of independents from | 
first-run theatres, etc. 
Other questions take up the mat- | McCREA, PRESTON 
ants of independents from securing | 
product on a competitive basis; plac- 
ary Position in competition with an | Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
affiliate, no matter if the independ-| Cecil B. DeMille picked Joel Mc- 
a free market; block booking, con-| the three top male roles in ‘North- 
tracts, forcing shorts aid news- 
buying, discriminatory film rentals, 
mininum admissions, and so on December, 


ter of the preventing by the defend- | LEADS IN ‘MOUNT ) 
IES 

ing of the independent in a second- | 

ent would be willing to pay more in! crea and Robert Preston for two of 

reels, clearance and zoning, over- 

down the line. 


Sut Sturges Directing 
The $1.000,000 action of Mort 
Eisman, Clara Dellar and Robert 
Louis Shayon against Sam Goldwyn, 
Inc., Eddie Cantor and United Ar- 
tists was discontinued and _ settled 
out of the federal court in N. Y. 
Thursday (21), as far as Eisman is 
concerned, but remains as to the 
Other two plaintiffs. 
Suit, which charged the plagiar- 
ism of the plaintiffs’ play, ‘Oh Shah,’ 
in ‘Roman Scandals,’ was dismissed 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


to the director ranks and handed 
him own yarn, ‘Down Went 
Ginty,’ as the first assignment. 

Scribe also did the screenplay. 


Ohio ITO Meets Noy. 15-14 
. Columbus, Sept. 27. 
P. J. Wod, secretary of the Ohio 


by federal judge John M. Woolsey. Independent Theatre Owners, an-| 
but the decision was reversed by the nounces the annual convention for 
circuit court of appeals which re- Nov. 13-14. 

manded the action to federal court Owners representing over 


| theatres will attend. 


for new trial. 


Paramount added Preston Sturges | 


Film Studio Agreement Re- 


INVOLVES 


troactive to Aug. 12— 
Mannix Acts as Spokes- 
man for Producers in 
Announcing Decision for 
Common Weal 


ASKED 20% TILT 


Hollywood, Sept. 26, 

Walkout of 11 studio crafts, set 
for noon today (Tuesday), was 
averted early this morning when 
producers agreed to a wage hike, re- 
troactive to Aug. 12, with the sign- 
ing of a closec-shop agreement. 
Cameramen, makeup artists, grips 
and other members of the locals 
share in the salary upturn. 

At the close of the meeting, which 
ran past 3 a.m., producer spokesmen 
said that the increase was met with 
reluctance, so 200,000 men and wom- 
en could continue on jobs and avoid 
discomfort and suffering. Edward J. 
Mannix, the producers’ negotiating 
committee chairman, issued the fol- 
lowing statement: 

‘Faced with a strike that would 
have thrown 200,000 men and women 
out of work, heads of the motion 
picture industry in Hollywood 
agreed at 2:30 a.m. today (Tuesday) 
to grant an increase of 10% in pay 
to employees affiliated with the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees’ Union. Because of 
disruption of the European market 
and consequent drastic reduction in 
income from that source, the pro- 
ducers’ decision was reached with | 
reluctance and was decided upon | 
only because of the fact they faced | 
alternative of granting increase in| 
wages or facing consequence of 
paralyzed industry. 

‘The agreement was reached after 
more than three hours of discussion 
with William Bioff and committee 
representing IATSE. An appeal by 
producers for a delay of four weeks 
in which to make a survey of con- 
ditions in the industry, which was 
joined by other groups in the in- 
dustry, was met with a flat refusal. 
Finally, upon an offer by producers 
to grant increase of 5%, Bioff and 
his associates offered to abandon the 
Original demand for 20% increase | 


and accept 10%. In a last-minute | 
compromise to avert a strike that 
would have brought discomfort and 
genuine suffering to so many thou- 
sands of workers in the studios here 
and in the theatres throughout the 
nation, the producers feel they have | 
acted for the best interests of the} 
motion picture industry and the pub- | 
lic.’ 

Closed-shop agreement between 
the producers-IATSE was restored 
today (Tuesday), but complete en- 
forcement has been deferred to allow 
workers time to get paid up mem- 
bership cards. 

Demands issued this week to pro- 


} 


ducers by George E. Browne, IATSE 
| prez, flushed with his jurisdictional 
jaward by the National Labor Rela- 


west Mounted Police’ at Paramount. ! 


| 


| with the producer 


400 , and working conditions. 


Board, had precipitated the 
agreement. Browne had warned of 
a nationwide studio and _ theatre 
walkout if the producers ignored his 
demands. Deadline had been set for 
midnight tonight (Tuesday) for their 
answer. | 

Latest ultimatum 
William Bioff, chairman of joint ne- 
gotiations committee for 11 IA stu- 
dio locals, and the man who directed 


tions 


was served by | 


| the IATSE strategy in the recent | 
| 


elections from his San Fernando val- | 
ley ranch. Following a brief parley | 
with the producer negotiations com- 
mittee composed of Mannix, Y. 
Frank Freeman and Mendel Silber- | 


berg, Bioff issued the following | 
Statement: | 


‘Our committee met this afternoon 
spokesman and 
resumed negotiations of wages, hours 
The meet- 


| 


(Continued on page 20) 


|'Ghost Breaker’ at Paramount, slated 


jbased on 
|comedy by Paul Dickey and Charles 


BOOST AVERTS STRIKE 


Exhibs Seizing on Conditions 
To Demand Union Op. Reductions 


Down the Alphabet 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Three marquee names of the 
silent era have been cast as ‘B’ 
girls in Columbia's ‘Street of 
Missing Women.’ 

They are Betty Compson, 
Wynne Gibson and Peggy Shan- 
non, 


Except in isolated instances where 
business may have dropped since the 
war abroad began, according to 
claims purported to have been made, 
exhibitors are seizing upon the pres- 
ent state of affairs to try for union 
operator reductions. This differs 
markedly from the IATSE’s winning 
| fight on the Coast for a 10% wage 
tilt. 

In some cases, 
| scale cuts are still on with operators 


| for the 1939-40 season, which usually 
begins Labor Day with the unions, 
and the war is providing a trading 
| point in the negotiations. Tendency 
T0 DUALS IN |of the unions is not to yield either 


on negotiations or on requests for 
Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


contractual reductions. 
Stanley-Warner theatres—long 


In New York where Local 306, op- 

erators, are demanding a 25% in- 
leaders in the fight against double 
features—are ready to give up and 


crease retroactive to Labor Day last 
join in the showing of duals in order 


and the managers, under a clause in 
their contracts, are asking that the 
to meet competition from indies in 
the Philly area. This decision was 


matter be arbitrated, the appoint- 
reached at a meeting here on Mon- 


ment of a neutral arbiter is now 
awaited. 
Major Leslie E. Thompson of RKO 

day (25) between Joseph Bernhard, | which has five t 
re to go, both sides are 
prexy of the Warner chain; Ted) ty negotiate terms each year or for 
Schlanger, Philly zone head, and/two years, but if failing to agree, 


negotiations for 


and C. C. Moskowitz of Loew's have 
been appointed as arbitrators on the 
managerial side, while Joe Basson, 
president of 306, and Herman Gel- 
ber, recording secretary, have been 
chosen for the union. Under the 
terms of the seven-year contract 


|other biggies of the organization. It| the question must be submitted to 


is understood that only a few details 
have to be worked out before the The arbitration clause provides 
dual policy begins to operate. | that if both sides cannot agree on 
Just which theatres will havea fifth arbiter, he must be chosen by 
double features has not yet been de- | the senior judge of the Federal court. 
termined. It is believed, however, | Judge John C. Knox, senior Fed 
that those in competitive locations | jurist in New York, was expected 
will get first crack with one or two | to name the fifth arbiter Monday 
smaller downtowns house also feat-| (25) but did not do so. 
uring duals. | Expenses of the arbitration are to 
The Warner office issued the fol-| be halved by the theatres and 306. 
lowing statement after the huddle 
between Bernhard and his aides: 
‘The probability of a revolutionary | 
change in the attitude of the Stanley- | Circuit theatres here have just 
Warner theatres was evidenced today Closed a new two-year deal with 


when Joseph Bernhard, president of | >00th operators, running until Sept. 
Warner Bros. | 1, 1941, at slight increases over old 


Theatres, in conjunc: | 
tion with Ted Schlanger, surveyed Contract followed several 


arbitration. 


Pitt’s New Contracts 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 


| scale. 
the competitive theatres in the Phil- | rep- 
2Iphi ing double feat- | _ Harry Kalmine, 
| Mike Cullen and Jimmy Balmer, rep- 
The showing of duals mushroomed | seas Asn. Pasig and Harris in- 

here following the deciison of the | At 
U. S. Supreme Court in the Perlman | atre owners 
| sealed a one-year deal with stage- 


case. Paradoxically, Perlman’s law- lhands. Tried to get them to sign @ 


yer, Benjamin F. Golder, who at | two-year pact as well, but finally 
cessfully fought the case against t “| forced to cut stipulated time in half. 
court, is now counsel for Warner | any labor difficulties here at present 
Bros, since musicians contract, entered into 
run. 
Deals open path for Stanley, WB 
9 > | 
PAR ‘GHOST BREAKER moment now. Likely date for re- 
| opening is Oct. 6, although no attrac- 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. pooling arrangement between Stan- 
Bob Hope and Eddie ‘Rochester’ ley and Penn continues, with latter 
Anderson, share top spots in ‘The 
MG, UA, Par and RKO product. 
Kosty Band in Martin 


major distributors to the highest) Pwo contracts erase possibility of 
Jast September, still has one year to 

HOPE, ‘ROCHESTER’ IN 
deluxer, to resume stage shows any 
ition has been set yet. Loew-WB 
getting first pick of combined WB, 
Musical at Columbia 


for November shooting. Picture is 
the old Broadway stage 


Goddard. 
Arthur 
duce, 


Hornblow, Jr., will pro- 


San Diego, Sept. 26. Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


ar bad way revived Green Pas- Tony Martin’s first starrer, ‘Pass- 
tures’ (WB) and advertised it as port to Happiness,’ goes into pro- 
starring Rochester, It cleaned up. (duction Oct. 9 at Columbia, with 
Cabrillo snagged ‘All Quiet’ for Andre Kostelanetz and his orchestra 


local showing, billed it ‘Has Hitler 


featured. They’re joint) on the 
Forgotten?’ and clicked big. 


| Texaco radio program. 
Chet Forrest and Bob Wright are 


J. F. Seeres Feta 


Waukegan, (Iil.), Sept. 26. 

Court here last week set aside a h M M UJ 
judgment of $3,255 obtained recently not er oppet oves p 
against writer J. P. McEvoy by his 
divorced wife Mary B. McEvoy. 

Court was told that McEvoy had 
not been delinquent on his alimony 
payment, as Mrs. McEvoy had 
charged, and that he had not been 
given sufficient opportunity to en-. because of a prior commitment. 
gage counsel for the original hear- Picture rolls Thursday (28) with 
ing. Jack Hively directing. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Joan Broadell, 14, steps into the 
top femme role in ‘Sunset’ at RKO. 
Role had been assigned to Virginia 
Weidler, who was forced to pull out 


| 
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Films Comel to Urge Quota Retention, 
Exhib Ease in England During War 


+ 
? 

_ Lond. Sept. 26. POULSEN-PETERSON’S 2 

The Films Council at its eee | 
iomorrow (Wednesday) is expected | NTS N A 
ic urge upon the Board of Trade that | PATE | V LIDATED 
ihere be no suspension of the Quota a 
Act during the war excepting as re- | 
gards the lifting of the exhibitors’) 1 § nistrict Judge John P. Nields 
quota. declared invalid two patents in- 

British producers are up in the air volved in infringement suits of Brit- 
because the government has given nO jsh Acoustic Films, Lid. (subsid of 
indication of its policy except to in- | Gaumont-British) against Electrical 
sist that it is anxio's to encourage Research Products, Inc., and RCA 
ihe continuation of producing. | Mfg. Co., Inc., tried jointly, Opinion 

The Board of Trade is reported as handed down Friday (22) dismissed 
likely to accept the recommendation the bill of complaint in each case, 
©: the Films Council (both units op- One patent was for ‘a device for 
e ate under the British Quota law), feeding acoustic film at constant 
which would force distributors to | speed,’ and was issued to Arnold 
continue production or to purchase | Poulsen and Axel Carl George Peter- 
British-made product, thereby guar- | Sen Aus. 31, 1926. It was found in- 
anteeing work for studios, although | Valid “because of anticipation and 


theatres would not be obligated to | want of invention.’ Opinion held the 
use this product device is ‘a product of skill only, 
P re ‘otic Seat it is felt will be and not of invention.’ Second ot nae 
| Was for ‘constant-speed film feeding 
mechanisms,’ issued to Poulsen July 
the exhibitor portion of the quota | , 
Jaw will assist theatres out of the | 


cooking tangle created by the tem- 


| P Inza, Kiepura 


Distributors here say that the Min- 


ister of Information has insisted that | H Bid F 
off policy on the quota while con- 

Metro, Goldwyn 


Wilmington, Sept. 26. 


jinuing to seek the export of rental 
money. 


U. S. Execs Surprised 


Foreign department officials of 
snajor companies have expressed! A possible revival of interest by 
considerable surprise in N. Y. that Hollywood in opera stars as film 
there would be any change in the personalities became evident this 


British quota law which would make | week with the arrival of Ezio Pin- | 


distributor-producer companies in 2a, leading basso of the Metropoli- 
Great Britain continue to live up to tan. Before he sailed for Italy, Metro 
quota requirements while exhibitors , had approached him and he plans to 
were exempted from playing quota negotiate while on the Coast. The 
product. Several indicated that dis- , balance of his engagements consist 
iributors who made or bought quota Of 20 joint concerts with Elizabeth 
pictures under such an arrangement Rethberg, and 20 by himself, as well 
would have a difficult time market- as the usual 20 appearances with the 
ing them in Great Britain. Met. — 

However, they had received re- While Jan Kiepura has not yet ar- 
ports indicating that British exhibi- Tived in America it is understood 
iors were in favor of continuing the that the tenor plans accepting an 
Quota Act in full, apparently agree- offer made him by Samuel Goldwyn. 
ing that the free flow of currency | Kiepura also has engagements with 
ic this country was prerequisite to the San Francisco and Chicago opera 
its suecessful operation. companies, as well as an extended 

Distributors here felt that if they Concert tour booked. He will see Ed- 
spent money in producing films in ward Johnson, manager of the Met- 
England or purchased inished Brit- Yopolitan, shortly after his arrival 
ish pictures, the American com- for a renewal of his Met contract, 
panies should have some assurance 
that currency collected from rentals Tiving ahead of schedule, to escape a 
would be permitted to come back to | Strife-torn Europe, include Giovanni 
this country. They were apparently Martinelli, who is booked for his 
satisfied to leave the quota law stay | 27th consecutive year at the Metro- 
ns is if there was no freezing on POlitan, besides appearances in 
currency. radio, 40 odd concerts, and opera en- 


dai gagements in San Francisco, St. 
me Louis and Chicago. Mafalda Favero, 
Whalen, Jones Divide 
Adams’ Duties at Rep 


leading lyrie soprano vf the Metro- 
politan, is another who headed out 
immediately to the Coast to open 
the San Francisco season with Ales- 
sandro Ziliani, Italian tenor, and 
. : Italian film star, who will sing with 
Succeeding Al Adams, head of Re- her in Frisco and Chi. He too may 
public Picts advertising-publicity, is appear at the Met. . 
David B. Whalen, on publicity-ex- Lauritz Melchior, leading Wag- 
ploitation, and Charles Jones, on ad- nerjan tenor of the Mei, also arrives 
vertising. Both have been with Re- next week, with 30 concerts and 30 
public under Adams. appearances at the Met guaranteed. 

Consolidated Film Industries, which Last year the tenor set - record for 
has a heavy stake in Rep, is not an- | the 16-week season by singin* in 56 
ticipating any material decline in its performances, Giacomo Lauri-Volpi 
Jaboratory business, and believes Guiseppe De Luca, Salvatore Bacco- 
that the switch of considerable pro- lini, Galliano Masini and Maria 
duction from Great Britain and some Caniglia are also due in within the 
oe France may bolster its lab jext fortnight, although scheduled 
printing biz in America. performances for them are several 
months away. 

Several of these artists have indi- 
cated that they would spend the 
summer in America if war continues, 
hence a repetition of the last World 
War, with bookings for 52 weeks, 
and opera for 40, may again obtain, 


Lewis Heads Par on Coast 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Cliff Lewis, Paramount’s studio 
acivertising manager, took over gen- 
eral charge of the lot’s advertising, 
publicity and trailer departments. | 
Teiry DcLapp continues as_ pub- 
licity director and Herbert Moulton 
es director of trailers. | 

Robert Gillham, company’s adver- | 
tising-publicity chief, explained the | Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
move wos made to coordinate over- William Powell and Myrna Loy 
lapping functions of the three bu- Were recalled yesterday ‘(Mon.) to 
reaus for the sake of efficiency. , Shoot two weeks of additional scenes 


‘Another Thin Man.’ 


Fatten ‘Thin Man’ 


Other foreign-born opera Stars ar- | 


SOME AMERICAN SHOW 
PEOPLE STILL ABROAD 


New York. 


We have been reading, for weeks 
| past, of the thousands of Americans 
| who have been clamoring to return 
home from war-torn Europe, includ- 
ing actors and actresses, But per- 
mit me to point out that there are 
many American show people, or 
'former show people, who are astill 
| living in England or in France, ap- 
| parently of their own choice. 

For instance, the Countess of Jer- 
sey only recently sailed from New 
York for England, although her cur- 
rent husband will presumably be in 
uniform, As Virginia Cherrill, this 
American girl acted in the films. 
She first divorced Irving Adler, of 
Chicago, and next divorced Cary 
Grant. Just before the war broke 
out, she and her titled husband gave 
a magnificent costume-party at their 
impressive London residence. 

Ethel Levey, the California com- 
edienne, who followed her American 
success With triumphs in London re- 
vues, is living in London, After 
divorcing George M. Cohan, she di- 
vorced Claude Graham-White, an 
Englishman. A few years ago she 
tried to run a ‘snack bar’ in New 
York. 

Edna May has long occupied a 
| handsome estate in England. Over 
le generation ago this daughter of a 
| Svracuse postman starred on Broad- 
/way in “The Belle of New York,’ 
repeating her success in the London 
| production. She became the wife 
‘and widow of the wealthy Oscar 
| Lewisohn, of New York. 

Diana Ward, American actress, 
whose real name was Bridget Falvo, 


Editor, VARIETY: 
| 


| 
| 


don’s Berkeley Square, as the wife 
of the auto-racer, Gerard Manby 
Colegrave, who recently succeeded 


to the title of Marquess of Lincoln- | 


| shire, 

Frances Belmont, Lady Ashburton 
(as she is now called, since her hus- 
| band died, and her stepson became 


Lord Ashburton) is living in England, | 


Known on the Broadway stage as 
Frances Belmont, she was in the 
chorus of the original ‘Florodora,’ 
although not in the famous ‘Sex- 
| tette.” Originally Frances Donnelly, | 
of New York, she has generally visi- 
| ted her native land each winter. 
No American actress who married 
a British nobleman has ever lived 
in such magnificent style, however, 
as Anne Meredith, who, a genera- 
tion ago appeared, year after year, 
in Broadway productions, She di- 
vorced Stephen S. Bigelow, of Bos- 
| ton, and became the second wife of 
' Major-General Lord Sackville, whose 
famous estate, Knole, has 365 rooms 
(one for each day of the vear), and 
52 staircases ‘one for each week). 
In a huge bedroom, once occupied 
by King James I, all the furniture is 
made of solid silver. | 


Maxine Elliott, as she is. still 
called, has lived, in most luxurious 
style, in her villa on the Riviera for 
a great many years, constantly en- 
| tertaining people of wealth and fash- 
|ion, including royalty. Before the 


marriage of the Duke of Windsor, | 
then | 


Miss Elliott entertained the 
Prince of Wales and the then Mrs. 
Simpson. Born in Rockland, Maine, 
she acted on Broadway for many 
years. She divorced the late Nat 
, Goodwin. 

Josephine Baker has lived in 
France for a great many years, in a 
splendid estate near Paris. This 


American colored girl dancer started | 


in the chorus of ‘Shuffle Along,’ in 
which the late Florence Mills starred. 
Later she had her own night club in 


Paris, and appeared in most of the | 


capitols of Europe: A few seasons 


ago she was in New York, in a re- | 


vue at the Winter Garden, but did 
not make much of an impression. 
Harold Seton. 


Osa Johnson at Col. 
Fer Beasties and Biog 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Mrs. Martin Johnson checked in 
at Columbia to star in her autobi- 
ographical picture, ‘I Married Ad- 
venture.’ Film will 
grounds shot by the Johnsons on big 
| game hunts and explorations. 


| William Van Dyke resumed di-| Her book hits the stands next 
Sequel Not for Them ‘ction. 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. | 
Sequel to ‘Hotel for Women’ is | LORENTZ FINALES | PUSH FOR ‘KIT’ 
#):edded for December production at | Hollywood, Sepi. 26. Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
20th-Fox, without Linda Darnell or, Pare Lorentz putting fin’shine| Preparatory werk on Edward 


Elsa Maxwell. 
Miss Darnell is slated to star in| ernment documentary film. 
enoiher picture, ‘Public Debutante, He leaves later in the 
Ne. 1,’ with Miss Maxwell as 
probable member of the cast. 


week for 


ture. 


a Washington with the completed pic- | 


| toucties to ‘Fight for Life,’ U. S. gov- | Small’s ‘Kit Carson, the Avenger’ is 


being pushed to start not later than 
Oct. 15. 

Clayton Moore, recently contracted 
by Small, geis the title role. 


has a luxurious apartment in Lon- | 


include back- | 


Wedn 


esday, September 27, 1939 


xx 


| 


| 
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laureate; Philip Guedalla, historian, 
and the Earl of Bessborough, forme: 
Governor General of Canada, are 
other Council members. 

Significant, too, is the fact that 
the play’s tour will be among the 
most extensive propaganda missions 
undertaken by Britain since the etart 
of the present war, and indicates the 
wide scope that show biz persuasive- 
ness will play in the conflict. 

Not known whether the cast has 
run-of-the-play contracts but some 
sort of long-distance record will be 


ises to keep the play a progressive 
spot-news commentary on European 
matters until peace returns; in other 
words, ‘Geneva’ will continue to be 
revised and brought up to date 
throughout the duration of hostilities 
or the duration of Mr. Shaw. 

Just what changes have been made 
‘in the ‘Geneva’ script will be 


Drama As War Weapon 


Continued from page 1 


set by Shaw inasmuch as he prom- | 


goes up on opening night here, ac- 
cording to Rawley. Play, as preemed 
at the Malvern Festival last yeas, 
dealt with the dictatorial trio— 
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco—buf 
the latter is dated now, insignificant 
in the light of later events, and 
will be replaced by Stalin. (See 
Variety's review of the play, from 
London, herewith). 

Actor-manager Maurice Colbourne, 
whose “The Real Bernard Shaw’ 
with annotations by the playwright 
—will be published by Dent and re- 
leased in October, has been a friend 
of Shaw for a number of years. In 
1929, in conjunction with Barry 
Jones, he introduced the Irishman’s 
plays to Canadian _ theatre-goers. 


| Since that time, the Colbourne-Jones 


company has made several trans- 
Canada tours, confining its activities 
from season to season to the works 
of Shaw and Robert E. Sherwood, 


shrouded in secrecy until the curtain 


Salesmen Idea 


Metro has adopted the plan re- 
‘cently pui inio effect by RKO in 
‘adding student film salesmen to its. 


| forces in the field and others may do | 
the same in various of their ex- 
changes. 

RKO started the stude salesman 
idea last spring, choosing young men 
from other fields or out of college 
for training in the merchandising of 
film. Company has them spotted in 
‘numerous of its branches, putting 
them on at a salary of $40 and rais- 
ing them as they progress through 
the ‘schooling’ given. 

Student film peddlers are first put 
into the shipping room to learn al) 
the details of that function in the 
exchanges. Then they are moved to 


|the office to study routine of rela- 


tions with exhibitor accounts, cleri- 
cal work, etc. After a schooling in| 
booking, they are sent on the road 
with one of the regular film sales- | 
men to get an idea of how to battle | 
with accounts, finally going out on 
their own. 


Kalmenson, Haines In 


WB Sales Meet Swings 


Following a sales meeting in Chi- | 
Ben 
western-southern 


cago last week, Kalmenson, 


| Warners’ division | 
manager, is now in Kansas City and | 
plans swinging from the midwest to 
Dallas for huddles in the south on 


All tours have been financially sue- 
cessful, 
In addition to ‘Geneva,’ the visit- 


‘ing troupers will present Maurice 
etro 0 ts Colbourne’s ‘Charles the King’ and 
| James Birdie’s “Tobias the 


| Angel.’ 


Company’ will Jeave England 


Student Film i... a Canadian ship under de- 
,Stroyer convoy. Date of departure 


is not disclosed, in keeping with 
British Admiralty orders, but sailing 
arrangements will ensure the sched- 
uled Toronto opening of ‘Geneva’ on 
night of Oct. 9. 

Foilowing is 


route: Royal Alex- 


‘andra, Toronto, Oct. 9-21; His Ma- 
| jesty’s, Montreal, Oct. 23-28; Royal 
/Alexandra, Toronto, Oct. 30-Nov. 4: 


Savoy, Hamilton, Nov. 6-8; Grand, 
London, Nov. 9-11; Capitol, Ottawa, 


| Nov. 13; His Majesty’s, Montreal, 
Nov. 14-18; Walker, Winnipeg, Nov. 
21-25; Empire, Edmonton, Nov. 27+ 


29; Grand, Calgary, Nov. 30-Dec. 2; 
Empire, Edmonton, Dec. 4-6; Grand, 
Calgary. Dec. 7-9; Royal Victoria, 
Victoria, Dec. 11-12; Empress, Vane 
couver, Dee, 13-16; (Holy week lay- 
off); Royal Victoria, Victoria, Deo, 
25-26; Empress, Vancouver, Dec. 27- 
Jan. 6; Grand, Calgary, Jan. 8-10; 
Empire, Edmonton, Jan, 11-13; Capi- 
tol, Saskatoon, Jan. 15; Capitol, Re- 
gina, Jan. 16-17; Walker, Winnipeg, 
Jan. 18-20; Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto, Jan. 23-Feb. 3; Savoy, Hamil- 
ton, Feb. 5-7; Grand, London, Feb. 
8-10; Capitol, Ottawa, Feb. 12; His 
Majesty's Montreal, Feb. 13-March 2. 


Review of the Play 
Variety's review of Shaw's satiri- 
Cal play in the Dec, 21, 1938, issue, 


follows: 
London, Dee. 9. 

ty George Rernard Shaw in three 
actS; presented by Roy Limbert, Staged by 
H. Ayliff. At Sayville, J.ondon, 
Begonia Brown. Alison Leggatt 
Newer William Heilbronn 


Widow 
Journalist, 


ERillippa Gill 


(ommissar Posky..... Arvihur Ridley 
Sic Orpheus Midlander ..Ernest Thesiger 
Betrothed -..- Tully Comber 
duces ..Walter Hudd 
Deaconess Olive Milbourne 
General Flanco........- R. Stuart Lindsell 


product deals, progress, policy, etc. 
He will probably be back in 10 days 
to two weeks, 

WB's other div manager, Roy 
Haines, who has the east and Can- | 
/ada, returned Monday (25) from_ 
Buffalo where he discussed sales 
with Charlie Boasberg, local branch 
head, and others. 

Kalmenson’s Chicago session was 
attended by W. E. Calloway, Henry 
Herbel and Rud Lorenz, western 
district mgrs., and C. K. Olson, Min- 
neapolis exchange chief. 


| Baitlio’s LSU. Post 


Bernard Shaw’s 50th play, ‘Geneva,’ 
lacks the strength of Shavian prede- 
CeSSOrs. 

First two acts possess clever dialog, 
but on the whole there is too much 
talk to enable the play to get by. 
The last act runs an hour and 40 
minutes, when all it would need 
would be a few explanatory lines. 
Actually, the whole play could be 
condensed to the final scene, which 
is well worth seeing. 

lis an excellent satire on the 
League of Nations — shockingly 
funny, but with underlying 
tragedy. Hitler, Mussolini and 
Franco (thinly disguised in name, 


and cunningly suggested by costume) 


|have been summoned before the 
}court of the League of Nations on 


New Orleans, Sept. 26. 
George Baillio, operator of a chain 
of theatres in Southwestern Louis- 
| Sane, was appointed to the board of 
supervisors of Louisiana State Uni- 
versity by Governor Earl Long, fol- 
lowing the resignation Saturday (23) 
0° Harvey J. Peltier of Thibodaux. 
| An ouster suit was to be filed 
| 


soon against Peltier. 


| 


| Isa Leaving Now 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

| Isa Miranda wound up her two- 

l year contract with Paramount and 


| left the lot. During her stay she 

| plaved in two pictures, ‘Hotel Im- 
perial’ and ‘Diamonds Are Danger- 

ous.’ 

| Studio asked 60-day extension t 

; await public reaction to ‘Dangereus’ 

i but the actress declined. 


various criminal charges. Their ora- 
torial defenses are brilliant pieces of 
satire. However, their character 


|Grawings, while exaggerated, never 


approach caricature, 

The bombastic struttings and 
boastings of the two chief dictators 
ore quietly contrasted by the diffi- 
|dent, whimsical utterances of the 
| British Foreign Secretary, who's an 
onlooker on behalf of his govern- 
ment. In this character, the sly 
|Shavian digs, in word and gesture, 
perfectly exploited by Ernest 
Thesiger, 

A serious problem in connection 
with this opus is that it would have 
to be rewritten almost daily to be 
sufficiently topieal. For example, 
when it was produced at the Malvern 
Festival last summer, there was no 
indication that Musso was anti-Se- 
mitic. It has now become necessary 
jlo include this in his portraiture. The 
| only alteration the censor made. was 
| the emission of the moustache from 
ithe Fuehrer. Jolo. 
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War Fever Ups Magyar Pic Prod.; 


Nine Pictures Ready for Release 


Budapest, Sept. 10. 
After almost complete stagnation 


for months, owing to general uncer- 
tainty, lack of confidence and 
changes brought about by anti-Sem- 
jtic laws, production in Hungary has 
soared within last four weeks. 


Renewed activity has been started 
by getting bank capital interested in 
a few productions. The Commercial 
Bank partly financed three pictures 
which are now ready, Moktar Bank 
shares the expenses of two. Both 
ave banking firms of the highest 
standing. Hunnia studios and Film- 
jroda studios have invested in three 
productions, the rest of the money 
coming from various production and 
distributing firms and private per- 
sons. Nine all-Hungarian features 
are ready for immediate release, pro- 
duction costs for each being around 
100,000 pengos (about $20,000). 


Production fever has attained top 
mark during the past week, since the 
declaration of war. Hungary, being 
neutral in the present conflict, is de- 
termined to keep normal conditions 
in the entertainment trade as in 
every other respect. The trade fears 
shortage of imported pictures since 
production has stopped almost com- 
pletely in Franee, Germany and Eng- 
land, and there possibly may be 
transport difficulties interfering with 
American imports. This outlook has | 
done more towards pepping cautious 
tapital than all the conferences and | 
SOS articles in the daily and trade | 
press have done during the last nine 
months. Sixteen features are sched- 
wed for immediate production in the 
three available Budapest studios. All 
these have been vaguely planned for 
months, but have now promptly ma- 
terialized under the influence of war 
news. 

It is expected that this year’s pro- 
Auction figure will jump to between 
40 and 50 all-Magyar features. After 
being at the lowest ebb during the | 
first half of the year, Hungarian pro- 
duction has gotten a break. Nego- 
tiations are afoot to make Serb lan- | 
ga versions of several pictures 

or Yugoslavia. Similar arrange- 
ments with other Balkan countries 
may follow. 


Radio, Film Equipment 
Spurted by War, Says W.E. 


Thus far sound equipment com- | 
_* handling both radio and mo- | 
ion picture equipment, report | 
through their New York offices that | 
the European war has caused a/|f 
marked increase in business. Hike | 
in biz is reported as being 10-18%. | 

Western Electric business has | 
shown an increase of about 18% in| 
the last six weeks. As a result of | 
one $1,000,000 order, the company 
Probably will move its commercial | 
department to Kearney, N. J., such | 
a change being deemed necessary to 
handle increased trade. 

Straight telephone business of | 
Parent corporation, American Tele- | 
phone & Telegraph, also was re- 
ported as being up almost propor- 
tionately. 


Troupe’s Tour Delayed | 


Montreal, Sept. 26. 

Colbourne & Jones repertory com- | 
Pany advises date of Canadian ar- | 
rival from England has been delayed 
and that its opening date, Oct. 2, at | 
His Majesty's here, has been set back | 
to early date in November. | 
Tour will now open in Toronto | 
@nd play Montreal following week; 
Otherwise its trans-continental tour | 
Won't be affected. 


MISS GOTTHELFSMANN IN U.S. 

Sally Gotthelfsmann, who carried 
On at Warner Bros. Vienna office 
after Willy Simmenauer left for Bo- 
livia for the same company, has 
been spotted in Warners’ home office 
foreign department. 

‘She managed the office after 
Simmenauer left immediately after 
the Nazi takeover and until the af- 
fairs in Vienna were settled by 
Warner Bros. Formerly had been 


his secretary there. 


| originally planned 


| through 


URUGUAY 1ST COUNTRY 
IN S.A. TO 0.K. “NAZI SPY’ 


Montevideo, Sept. 18. 

First South American country to 
allow showing of ‘Nazi Spv’ (WB) is 
Uruguay. 

Pie passed the board of censors 
last week and went immediately 
into day-date run at the Rex and 
Radio City, where it proves to be 
one of the most successful b.o. at- 
tractions in years. 


LONDON CINEMA 
MAY STAGGER 
CLOSINGS 


London, Sept. 26. 

Cinemas here are operating more 
normally this week but exhibitors 
and distributors are hopeful for 
even more lenient wartime rules 
shortly. West End theatres still must 
close at 6 p.m. while those in subur- 
ban London and outside cities in so- 
called ‘safe’ zones are permitted to 
remain open until 10 p.m. 

Feeling here among distribs is 
that the situation will be consider- 
ably improved within the next two 
weeks. One suggested plan, if the 
government insists on 6 o'clock clos- 
ings for all West End houses, is a 
stagger arrangement whereby one 
week half of the theatres would stay 
open until 6 p.m. and half until 10 
o’clock, with the early closing ones 
allowed to remain in operation until 
10 p.m. the following week and the 
others shifted to 6 o’clock shutter- 
ing. 


BURGER’S 0.0. TRIP FOR 
M-G IN SOUTH AMERICA 


Sam Burger, home office repre- 
sentative for Metro's foreign de- 
partment, will not be sent to Europe 
for an inspection trip as had been 
late last week. 
Instead, he leaves for a_ swing 
Latin-American countries 
early next month, Metro apparently 
believing that this market just now 
deserves the most attention and of- 
fers the greatest future possibilities. 

Burger, who returned about a 
month ago from one of his custo- 
mary trips through South America 


| and South Africa, was being readied 


for a jaunt to France and England 
to size up 
the European war. 

If Ludvig ‘Laudy’ 
Metro’s manager for c»itinental Eu- 
rope, is called to the colors, some re- 


changes 


| alignment in the Paris office looms, 
| with Burge 


scheduled to supervise 
any shifts. This plan is off tempo- 
rarily. 


Clement Back, No Par 
Deal for Odeon, London 


Roger C. Clement, legal advisor 
for Paramount's foreign department, 
arrives back in New York from 
London the last of this week. 

He went to England ostensibly to 
handle papers on the Odeon circuit 
deal, returning now because the 
deal temporarily is cold. 


‘HARDYS’ B. A. RECORD 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 18. 
The Gran Rex, with its capacity 
of 3,300 seats, one of the biggest 
cinemas in South America, has set 
a new record with ‘Hardys Ride 
High’ (M-G). 


v 
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resulting from | 


Lawrence, | 
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Theatre Biz Curb Due to Air 
Raid Precautions — Coin 
Restrictions Stall Returns 


to U. S. Companies | 


UPBEAT SEEN 


Drastic steps to guard against pos- 
sible air bombing raids in England 


ing of film theatres and subsequent 
restricted showings, has severely cut 
into revenue from these two coun- 


tries, according to figures compiled 
in foreign departments of American 
film companies in N. Y, 


OFF 


Film Biz Hopes for Equalization 
Of U. S. and Canadian Currency 


In Time; 10-117, Exchange Loss Now 


NEW FILM SHIPPING 
RULES START OCT. 1 


. 
All picture companies and equip- 


|; ment manufacturers have been no- 


| tified by N. D. Golden, head of the 
| U. S. Commerce Department motion 


picture division, of new regulations | 
* | reoardi 
and France, with resultant shutter-| '¢sarding shipments to foreign ports. | 10-117; 


| Regulation makes necessary a full 
| declaration regarding cargo starting 


| Oct. 
| Notification also has been made 


' that export shipper declarations are 
| to be filed in triplicate instead of 


Estimated duplicate, with all cargo laden under 


| 


this week that revenue collected on the supervision of custom officers. 


product in Great Britain currently | 
is running 35-459 behind normal 
receipts. This represents the busi- | 
ness from England the second week 
of the war. Transmission of | 
from France is considered virtually 
at a standstill because of currency | 
restrictions so that U. S. companies | 
rate revenue from that country’s | 
total loss at the present time. 

With revenue from Great Britain 
figured as 45% of the total foreign | 
revenue of most major companies, a | 
50% dip means a 2212% inroad in) 
total foreign market revenue return, | 
added to a loss of the French and} 
Polish market, representing about 
914% of total foreign revenue. 

However, business is expected to 
improve in both France and Great | 
Britain once a more definite schedule | 
of operating hours is set for these | 
two countries. As it is now, dis- | 
tributors lose one night show on the | 
British Isles even in spots where 
theatres remain open until only 10} 
p.m. Clampdown on cinemas in key | 
spots such as London at 6 p.m. is an | 
even heavier blow. Distributors are | 
hopeful, of course, that a more le- 
nient attitude towards theatre op- 
erations will be adopted shortly, 
especially, if the British and French 
are certain that there will be no, 
indiscriminate bombings of larger 
cities. 

Distributors do not believe that 
the British business will be cut more 
than 10%, if that much, once the 
war regime swings into operation. 
What they fear more than actual cut 
in business is the possibility that 
currency restrictions will hurt in 
England and France. If revenue col- 
lected for film rentals is impounded 
or the bulk of it held in these coun-'! 
tries until the completion of the Eu- 
ropean struggle, it is certain to be a 
severe blow to steady income from 
the foreign market. 

That is the biggest threat just now. 
If coin. is allowed to stay in these 
countries, it might conceivably mean 
that, when withdrawn, it would be 
badly depreciated in value, when 
and if exchanged into U.S. currency. 
Already, foreign departments have 
found the rapid decline of the Brit- 
ish pound a headache because it 
means a reduction of 15-25 


) in AaCc- 


tual total revenue when the pound 
business is interpreted into Amer- 
ican money. Dip in British pound 
means that Australian currency is 
that much lower since the Aussie 
|pound is always rated 20 belowv 
| the Great Britain pound 


| 


Neutral Biz May Perk 

More cheerful side of the picture 
is business in neutral countries is 
likely to pick up. Talk of restric- 
tions in certain foreign countries, 
including many Latin-American na- 
tions, is a familiar cry to foreign 
chiefs in N. Y. There have been 
restrictions in so many foreign na- 
tions for many years now that the 
only question today is to prevent 


them from. becoming any more 
severe, 
Several independent producers- 


distributors admittedly are worried | 
over the possibility that the market 
for dual programs may be hard hit. 
This, of course, would hurt them, 
especially if double bills are elim- 
inated in Great Britain, where indies 
have exhibited duals considerably. | 


| them 


| in the advanced step toward govern- | 


| 


FLOCK INDIE 


WAR PIX FROM 
ENGLAND 


Influx of war pictures, most of 
independent British produc- 
tions, in the last 10 days reflected in 
the vast increase in films submitted 
to the eastern production code divi- 
sion of the Hays office. More than 
13 features, probably the largest 


| number ever offered for receipt of a 
| Haysian production code seal in less 


than two weeks time, were inspected 
and approved in this period. Of this 
total, six were war themes. 

Productions include ‘Bombs Over | 
London,’ ‘War Is a Racket,’ ‘Tor- | 
pedoed,’ ‘Luck of the Navy,’ ‘Treach- | 
ery on the High Seas’ and ‘Spies of | 
the Air.’ ‘North Sea Patrol,’ an Al-| 
liance production, is being set for | 
release and may be submitted to the | 
Hays office for a code seal. 


Fact that so many indie features | 
aim for a Hays seal indicates the dis- | 
tributors are hopeful of securing | 
bookings in affiliated circuits. Code | 
seal is virtually prerequisite for | 


showing of any film, major or in-| 


dependent, in a major company cir- 
cuit. 


Comes The Hissing 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

-Beast of Berlin’ rolled at 

with Roland Drew 


‘Hitler 
Grand National 


‘and Steffi Duna in the top roles and 


Sherman Scott directing. 
Film is adapted from Shepard 
Traube'’s ‘Goose Step.’ 


GOV'T FINANCE NEARS 
FOR MEX PRODUCERS 


Mexico City, Sept. 26. 

A big boost has been given the 
nroposition, which simmered 
for two years, of establishing a gov- 
ernment-sponsored bank to finance 
the Mexican pic industry. The pro-| 
have named a commish to 
work with the Ministry of Finance | 
for organization of this bank, which}! 
is now expected to open early in | 
1940. It will have its headquarters | 


lucers 


here and a capital of 20,000,000 pesos | 
(about $3,500,000). 

Plans call for the government and. 
the industry to supply the capital | 
50-50. 

The war is believed to be a factor | 
ment backing. With foreign film im- | 
ports, excepting American, at a vir- 
tual standstill, the government sees 


‘itself making a good investment to- 


ward plugging home product for) 
home consumption, American films, 
constitute about 99% of the product | 
in use here. | 


Montreal, Sept. 26. 

Picture circles are still speculating 
on probable effects of Exchange 
| Control regulation on film biz. Hopes 
are expressed that Canadian equali- 
| zation fund may eventually bring 
| Dominion currency closer to par with 
| United States funds, but this is mere 
| speculation. 
With U. S. money currently at a 
)-11 premium, some American 
| distribs are considering leaving Ca- 
nadian coin here for time being, 
figuring that difference may be 
smaller later on. During last war 
| American film and other industries 
_ used Canadian funds to buy Do- 
minion Government bonds which 
eventually gave the U. S. firms 100c 
on the dollar plus regular interest 
return on money invested here. 
| For time being there appears to 


be no indication that equalization 
fund will be used to raise value of 
Canadian dollar in relation to Amer- 
ican. But chances are that Canadian 
dollar will not slide off appreciably 
from present levels. Much depends 
on course of international events, 
naturally, and extent that balance of 
trade will swing in favor of Amer- 
ica through purchases of materials 
there in the months to come. Amer- 
ican purchases of newsprint and 
| other commodities in Canada are a 
strong factor in equalizing curren- 
cies. 

| Problem of procuring funds from 
the Control Board, under the new 
| money licensing system, to pay for 
| American films has not presented 
| any hazards as yet. Control Board 
| has announced intention of providing 
coin for normal business require- 
'ments. That imports of films will 
eventually be on a restricted basis, 
since pictures are not a_hasie 
necessity, is not envisaged for the 
near future. During last World War 
no American picture money wags 
frozen in Canada because of money 
control, though difference in curren- 
cies then, also, kept smart money 
here until local currency was on a 
par with American. 


Britain Assures Its 
Reserves in H’wood 


Hollywood, Sept. 26 

Possibility of an early call to 
colors by British film players in 
army and navy reserve was dissi- 
| pated Monday (24), with receipt of 
a circular from the War Office in 
London advising that Britain has all 
the troops it needs at present; also 
sufficient volunteers. Indicated it 
would be quite some time before re- 
serves from abroad were summoned. 

Nationals were told not to let the 


war Situation interfere with their 
professional pursuits 
Jan Kiepura, the Polish tenor, 


was similarly advised to fill his U. S. 
and that he wasn’t 
needed in Poland. 


FILMERS’ MANPOWER 
PROBLEMS IN EUROPE 


One of the biggest problems con- 
fronting foreign departments of 
American film companies since the 
European war broke out ig main- 
taining manpower in France and 
Great Britain. Each company re- 
ports that many employees have been 
called into military service, necessi- 
tating replacements or temporary 
operations with only a skeleton staff. 

Most U. S. film distributors have 
suffered greatest in Paris and other 
exchanges in France because com- 
pany employees were called to the 
colors earliest in that country. 
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Promotional Stunts To 
Dominate Celebration Of 


Films 50th Anni. Oct. boxoffice record of three early 


| ductions. 


Golden Jubilee anniversary of the 
industry this fall reaches the peak | 
ef fanfare the week of Oct. 1-7,) 
designated as actual period when 
motion pictures were first discovered 
50 years ago. It is the week when | 
thousands of clubs, societies, asso- | 
ciations and civic organizations plan | 
special luncheons and other cere- | 
monies to celebrate film's fiftieth | 
anniversary. Exhibitors in numer- | 
ous communities already have per- | 
fected tieups with local organizations | 
for this week. 

Estimated that 300 circuits and in- | 
dividual theatres have set plans for | 
some observation of the peak week | 
in Golden Jubilee campaign. The | 
film business, through an anniver- | 
sary committee, operating out of the | 
Hays office in N. Y., has suggested | 
plans of action and supplied man- | 
uals of instructions. | 


National Theatres, Inc., is using 
the Golden Jubilee in connection 
with its fourth national sales drive. 
Spyros Skouras canvassed the Fox- 
West Coast circuit on his recent trip, 
stressing the 50th anniversary as a 
vital part of the campaign in talks 
before managers, bookers, district 
and division managers. Eastern 
Skouras theatres plan making gen- 
eral use of the anniversary in adver- 
tising, programs and trailers. Both 
the West Coast and Skouras eastern 
groups are making extensive use of 
Golden Jubilee material in tieups 
with schools and clubs. 


RKO’s Tieup 


RKO circuit has tied up the Golden | 
Jubilee Anniversary with the 50th 
Anniversary of RKO _ Theatres. 
Trailer now being screened in cir- 
cuit houses uses the anniver- 
sary aS a news peg on which to 
hang announcement of new screen | 
vehicles. Special celebration stunts 
are planned, with ‘RKO salutes mo- | 
tion pictures’ Golden Jubilee of Hits’ | 
and ‘This RKO theatre proudly joins | 
in celebrating motion pictures’ | 
Golden Jubilee’ among the slogans | 
being employed. 

Warner Bros. is handling its cam- | 
paign on a decentralized basis, with 
campaign manuals going to all the- | 
atre managers and each division left | 
to develop its own campaign. 

Allied Theatres of Michigan is 
planning to celebrate the Golden Ju- | 
bilee in connection with its own 20th | 
Anniversary, with special stress to | 
be given circuit managers at the con- | 
vention in Kalamazoo, Oct. 2-4. 

Pioneer Theatres Corp., in Minne- | 
sota and Iowa, is planning a series 
of special luncheons in 12 different 
spots. 

Schine Circuit, under Gene Curtis 
direction as advertising chief, has 


had its campaign under way for 
more than a month, being one of 


the first chains to launch a Golden 
Jubilee campaign. Circuit prepared 
a 64-page manual for the full cam- 
paign and sent it to all managers. 
It has a ‘Movie-Line’ contest, and in 
all material outlines new product for 


| 


season. 
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EXPLOITATION Wednesday, September 27, 


By John C. Flinn 


Oft-repeated statement that the legitimate theatre 
has ceased to be a substantial source of screen material 
fails to stand up in the light of the recent coast to coast 
s€ason pro- 
They are ‘The Old Maid’ (WB), adapted 
from the Pulitzer prize winning play by Zoe Akins; 
‘The Women’ (M-G), from Clare Boothe’s expose of 
the femmes; and ‘Golden Boy’ (Col), a screen version 
of Clifford Odets’ drama of the young violinist-prize 
fighter. 

Numerically, of course, the theatre as a base of sup- 
ply for Hollywood's story material can scarcely meet 
the demands of the studios, combined production sched- 
ules of which for the present year call for nearly 450 
films. In quality, however, the theatre retains its im- 
portant place. Boxoffice totals of the trio, when the 
final count is in, are likely to compare favorably with 
any other group of three films released during the 
Better make the count four, on the premise 
that the film version of Robert Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois’ (RKO), possesses for the screen the 
qualities of wide appeal which it has manifested in Its 
year’s run on Broadway. 

In the second runs, George Bernard Shaw's ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) is still popular. 

BOOK SOURCES 

Outstanding current attractions based on novéls are 
‘The Rains Came’ (20th), by Louis Bromfield; ‘Good- 
bye, Mr. Chips’ (M-G), by James Hilton; re-make of 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par), by P. C. Wren, and ‘Wizard of Oz’ 
(M-G), by L. Frank Baum. Inclusion of the last named 
in such a list may be stretching a point. Set for early 
production and release other popular stories which 
reach the screen via book publishers are John Stein- 
beck’s ‘Grapes of Wrath’ and Walter D. Edmond’s 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ (both Zanuck) and ‘North- 
west Passage’ (M-G), by Kenneth Roberts. And, of 
course, ‘Gone With the Wind’ (S-I), by Margaret 
Mitchell. 

The idea behind these observations is that the films, 
notwithstanding the advances which have been made 
along the lines of original screen material, dip into 
the legit and novel grab-bag occasionally with huge 
profit to theatre operators. Tendency of recent years 
has been to build up bases of story stupplies from 
within, but the record of films adapted from the legit 
and popular novels continues to show the wisdom of 
selection from these sources, when the material lends 
itself to screen translation. Advance advertising value 
of successful plays and books adds boxoffice impetus 
to the properties. 

To the charge that the films too frequently change 
and alter plays and novels in the process of adaptation, 
the studios have some grounds for defense on the 
theory that the screen medium is unsuited to the frank- 
ness of character and situation which are accepted by 
theatre audiences and book readers. At first showings 
of ‘The Women’ there was to be heard comment that 
some of the snappy lines of the play had been deleted 


PITT CLAMORS FOR 


Paramount 
land-going 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 

Move afoot here among town’s | 
civie leaders to bring the world pre- 
miere of RKO’s ‘Allegheny Uprising’ 
to Pittsburgh this fall. City fathers 


are also sponsoring proposal and 
council passed a resolution last week 
asking RKO to place town under 


each 


weighing 


Stormy Voyage 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
called home its 
fleet after a 
tainous cruise as far as Denver. 
| States of Nebraska, Missouri and 
| Kansas objected to naval opera- 
tions on their highways. 

Fleet, consisting of two ships, 
25 ‘tons, 
launched on a 9,000-mile trip to 
plug ‘Rulers of the Sea.’ 
ered 1,285 miles, 


from the screen text. Likewise, there was criticism 
by those who had read the Bromfield novel that the 
Lady Esketh (Myrna Loy) character had been re- 
formed almost to the dimensions of an Epworth 
Leaguer, In the main, however, both films were judged 
by film standards of entertainment, rather than as 
adaptations. The husky intake at the boxoffices would 
prove that film audiences rate the aitractions from & 
broader angle. 

Daily motion picture attendance in 
into the millions. 
section of the country. 


America runs 


nomic boundaries. Rural audiences are viewing simul- 
taneously the films that are showing day and date in 
manufacturing and industrial centers. There exist no 
restrictions of age, occupation or degree of culture at 
motion picture boxoffices. 

Such is far from the case with the legitimate the- 
atre and the bookstalls. The price scale alone pre- 
cludes the masses from the enjoyment of theatre and 
novel, with rare exceptions. Living actors are strang- 
ers to the vast majority of the population, to whom 
films are as familiar as the call letters of their radio. 

It is therefore a strange phenomenon when films 
based on stage plays and novels arrive on the screens 
to be welcomed by millions, of whom a very small 
percentage possess anything more than a vague idea of 
the subject matter. What has supplied the urge? 
Showmanship. 


Better examples of showmanship would be difficult | 


to find that the exploitation qualities of the film ver- 
sions of ‘Old Maid,’ ‘The Women,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and 
‘Rains Came.’ 
SHOWMANLY BUILDUPS 
In the case of ‘Old Maid,’ rights to which were held 
for several years by Paramount, Warner Bros. as- 
sembled a potent cast of players, headed by Bette 


Davis and Miriam Hopkins, ranking dramatic names, | 


an incandescent combination for any marquee. 


‘The Women’ is a screen circus, a three-ringed at- | 


traction, combining the full resources of Metro's bri- 
gade of women stars, the glamour of a style show, and 
the novelty of d film sans any men players. 

In ‘Golden Boy,’ Columbia publicized for months its 
intensive search for a boy to play the title role—not a 
new gag by any means, but an unfailing piece of ex- 
ploitation when the ‘discovery’ performs to the re- 
quirements of the part. In this instance, 
Holden, a film unknown who was drafted from the 
Pasadena Playhouse, justified the choice. 

Zanuck gave to the film version of ‘Rains Came’ the 
benefit of marquee casting and lavish production. 

It would appear, then, that insofar as the above- 
mentioned group of films is concerned, four major stu- 
dios approached their showmanship problems simi- 
larly. Resources unique to films were drawn upon to 
give them allure. The plays and novels emerge from 
their native cocoons into screen butterflies. 


CHECKING SHORTWAVE 
FILM NEWS B’DCASTS 


moun- 


Columbia Broadcasting Sysiem, is 


was 


It cov- | age, several major companies are 


| quietly checking on their own to get | 


reaction in countries covered. 


serious consideration for that honor. 


Papers have been full of plan and 
studio is, of course, making no move 
to halt growing sentiment. 

Reason for request is that ‘Upris- 
ing’ has a local background and was 
written by Neil Swanson, at one time 
managing editor of Pittsburgh Press 
and now with a Baltimore paper. 


Here’s a New Contest! 
How’s Your Beef Stew? 


Providence, Sept. 26. 
Bang-up campaign which included | terial and trims to suit the short- 


Various major picture companies 
submit 1,000 words of copy, deemed 
| suitable for shortwave airing, to the 
Hays office for preparation into the 
two network shortwave p.ograms 
once per week. Hays office public- 


| ity staff then arranges pungent ma- 


Audiences are drawn from every | 
Films span a public appeal | 
which extends to the outer limits ef social and eco- | 


William | 


While reception to the shortwave | 
broadcasts of American film industry | 
news, via National Broadcasting and | 


reported by radio people as unusual- | 
ly favorable and getting nice cover- | 


Swanson’s original was callec ‘First 
Rebel.’ 


this season. 

Special trailer the Schine circuit 
is using shows the May Irwin-John | 
C. Rice kiss scene made by the Edi- 


son Company beck in 1206, a scene |"Women’ im Philly Geis 
Radio and Lapel Plugs 


Devil’ and John Bunny as Mr. Pick- | 
Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


wick. 
Stanley-Warner chain took off the 


Par’s Invitation 
Paramount, under Alec Moss’ su- | 

wraps in putting “The Women’ over 
witht a bang here last week, 


pervision, invited circuit managers | 
and partners to carry out their cam- | 
Climax of a big ballyhoo campaign 
came with a premiere of the film in 


paigns according to their own ideas. 

He mailed the theatre manuals pre- | 

pared by the anniversary commit- 

tee to various managers. ithe auditorium of WCAU tied up 
with a Hattie Carnegie fashion show 
with the co-operation of a local wom- 

en’s specialty shop here. 


Metro put out a giant-sized insti- 
tutional press sheet, with some 70 
exploitation aids, advertisements and | 

a $10,000 prize contest, open to all : . 

Canada. A special trailer is part of _blue-bloods and celebrities gave the 
the setup. Press book invites the- 
atres to contact Metro’s exploitation | During the week pretty girls 
representatives in some 27 cities to | and 
sell new faii product and put over | pinned bachelor button’ flowers on 
the 50th Anniversary idea, It prob- | their lapels with: ‘This is from ‘The 
ably is the most elaborate advance ; Women’ at the Boyd Theatre.’ 

bally on the campaign to be put out 

by any major company. ‘ . 

Warner Bros., under Harry Gold- Leap Year in Columbus 
berg’s direction, left the Golden Columbus, Sept. 26. 
Jubilee idea entirely up to individual | In connection with the showing of 
theatre managers. WB circuit for- ‘The Women’ Loew‘s Ohio held a spe- 
warded anniversary committee man- cial ‘leap year’ midnite show. 
uals to all exhibitors in the chain so| No tickets were sold to men, it 
they would have a concise idea of being the rule in this case that ‘it’s 
the proposed objectives. ‘the woman who pays.’ 


running of a beef stew recipe con- | 
| test, 


awarding of two free round 


| trips to Boston on American Airlines 


| to school 
letters, and various local tie-ups, in- | 


| 


children writers of best 
cluding ‘Ginger-Snap Week,’ with 
biscuit companies supplying flyers, 
etc., was cooked up by RKO Albee 
for current showing of ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl” Well timed plug was also 
worked with Biltmore Hotel’s floor 
show. Girl resembling Ginger Rogers 
was spotted at table on floor 
emcee obligingly plugged show and 


introduced girl with emphasis on the- | 
| atre’s current show. 


Prizes of $20, $12.50 and $5 cer- 
tificates were awarded beef stew 
recipe “winners, with a policeman, 
fireman and chefs from Narragansett 
and Biltmore hotels as judges. 


Calling All Glorias 


Syracuse, Sept. 26. 

‘Under-Pup’ gave two local 
Schine house managers a chance 
for nice exploitations. Pat McGee, 
manager of the Paramount, where 
the picture played first, drew nice 
spreads with a special invitation to 
youngsters in the city’s three or- 
phanages to see the picture as the 
guests of the management and of 
Gloria Jean, moppet who is starred. 

When picture shifted to the Eckel, 
Manager Sidney Holland had an in- 


vitation out for a special showing for 
ial] children named Gloria. 


wave airtime. 

Small cost involved, thus far, in 
| the shortwave picture news setup 
presumably will be a point in favor 
of its continuation. 


Athenia Survivor At 
U-Boat 29’ Premiere 


and | 


Hartford, Sept. 26 


E. M. Loew’s theatre, harvested sev- 
eral inches of free publicity in the 
local press Jast week when he ar- 
ranged to have Miss Rose Churchill, 
Farmington artist, one of the sur- 
vivors of the Athenia sinking, as a 
guest of the house Friday night (22) 
for the showing of ‘U-Boat 29.’ Miss 
Churchill gave a detailed account of 
the event. 


Landers also distributed some 2,- 
500 cardboard periscopes to patrons 
to build up the pix. Also planted 
several pictures in the windows of 
downtown stores. 


Film was preemed at the house on 
Thursday night (21) in a so-called 
studio preview, in which all patrons 
were allowed to sit through a late 
screening of the picture after the 
last show. First time this town held 
such a run-off. Event was plugged 
in the local press, 


George M. Landers, manaver of the | 


4+ 


It’s Summer in Aussie 
So the Boys Will Give 


Away 4G in Movie Quiz 


Melbour. >, Sept. 6. 

Hoyts, in conjunction with a come 
mercial unit, during Sept. and Oct. 
will run a Movie Quiz, with prizes 
amounting to $4,000. 

Will be run on lines similar to the 
U. S. quiz, with 20 selected pix for 
, patrons’ playup. A former quiz run 
| by Hoyts throughout Victorian terrie 

tory met with high success from a 

— viewpoint, hence repeat 
| Hoyts’ exploiteers, after a careful 
probe, now convinced that theatres 
| must give the public something of a 

monetary nature in return for pat- 
ronage. Public not only k®ks for, 
but demands a chance to win, some 
coin when pic-shopping nowadays. 
| A few posters strung along the high- 
| ways will not bring trade to the pic 
; theatres as in days of yore. Local 
, execs know that keen exploitation 
| methods must now be adopted, not 
only in the city spots, but out in the 
nabes and the stix as well. 

With summer almost here the ex- 
| ploitation departments of every big 
| loop are framing stunts to bring pay- 
_ing trade to the boxoffices. As Ause 
,tralians are naturally an outdoore 
loving race, stunts must be of a mae 
jor nature to meet with any kind of 
success. Generally, however, & come 
| petition with a coin angle paves the 
way to a trade increase. 


PIONEERS TO EAT AGAIN, 
NAME 15 NEW MEMBERS 


Fall meeting of Picture Pioneers, 
Inc., comprising men who have been 
engaged for 25 years in the film ine 
dustry, will take place in New York 
on Oct. 20. Jack Cohn, president, 
said the place of meeting wil! be 
announced soon, 

Affair will be a beef-steak dinner, 
highlighted by initiation of new 
members whose applications were 
accepted since the June meeting. 

Newcomers include Sidney R, 


Kent, Herman Wobber, Cresson E. 
Smith, Frank Newman, Maurice 
Seidlitz, Lawrence Beatus, William 


A. Downs, Francis Doublier, W. H. 


| Rippard, Arthur G. Whyte, Max 
|Cohen, J. J. Fitzgibbons, Leo M, 
Devaney, Arthur Gottlieb and 


Herman Stern, 


Showman Turns Critic, 
Boosts Coming Film 


Portsmouth, O., Sept. 26. 

Sure-fire method of obtaining fa- 
vorable advance press review on a 
coming attraction was devised by J. 
Knox Strachan, manager of local 
Warner’s theatre, when he undertook 
to act as special correspondent for 
the Portsmouth Times, wiring to the 
paper an account of the premiere 
showing of “The Rains Came’ at 
Mansfield, 200 miles away. 
| Film was shown at the home town 
of the author, Louis Bromfield. Stra- 
,chan made a special trip for the 
opening, disguised as a newspaper 
jreporter. His critical account was 
_carried under by-line. 
| Showmanship instinct won over his 
journalistic assignment, however. He 
dusted off his review with a par- 


agraph: 
‘By the way, “The Rains Came’ 
opens at the Columbia Theatre 


(Portsmouth) on Oct. 8.’ 


Usher-Picket 


Providence, Sept. 26. 

Loew’s State had a little usher- 
picket hoopla last week, which 
| managed to attract quite a bit of at- 
tention, 

Four usher pickets carried placards 
which read ‘Unfair To Men—135 
Women in ‘The Women’ and Not a 
Single Man.’ 


FILMS TIE-IN WITH RADIO 
Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 
Henry Cahan, managez of the Stan- 
ley-Warner Savoia, capitalized on 
the public’s interest in war news by 
installing a broadcasting booth in 
front of his theatre and giving the 
latest flashes as they came in via 
station WDAS. 
He tied the stunt up with the 
showing of ‘Clouds Over Europe.’ 


| 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Legion Invades Chi, 


VARIETY 9 


But No Riot 


At B.0.s; “Maid’-Vaude, $42,000, 
Good; Women s' 2d Hefty $17,000 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 


Business started off the current 
week on a limp, due, some managers 
laim, to the Yom Kippur _ holiday. 
ut over the weekend the loop was | 
iterally swamped by the hordes of 
he American Legion who jammed 
into every available hotel room in 
jown and turned the downtown 
sector into a pandemonium of clang- 
ing bells, exploding firecrackers, 
locomofive whistles and impromptu 
arades. 

Fully 250,000 conventionites were 
present in the loop and they created 
& traffic jam that made movement of 
any kind well-nigh impossible and 
stalled autos and street-cars for 
blocks. 


Slightly disappointing in its get- 
away was ‘Old Maid,’ but picking up 
well and will turn in a two-week 
gallop in the Chicago. 

xpectations on the start was 
el Only’ at the Palace. 


Holdovers flood the remainder of | 


the houses, with ‘Blackmail’ drag- 
ing through a second session in the 
while ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ went into the Garrick after 
wo weeks in the Palace, and ‘Beau 
Beste’ shifted to the Apollo after a 
fortnight in the Chicago. 

‘The Women’ continues as a wal- 
oping business collector in the 
Doited Artists, with standees on the 
sidewalk still in evidence, though 
the flicker is in its second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
e-Beau Geste’ (Par). Here after a 
good fortnight in the Chicago and 

gures for okay $5,000 currently. 
ee week, ‘Holmes’ (20th), fair 
enough $5,200. 


Also under | Only’ (RKO). 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and stage show. 
he as big an opening as had been 
ooked for, but still going 
strictly 
(Par) and vaude (finished two- 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Here after 

strong fortnight in the Palace and | 
fooks to garner neat $5,500 currently. | 

.ast week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), 
on repeater, okay $4,000. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 
‘Good Girls’ (Col) and ‘Prison Gates’ 
Col) and vaude. Combination indi- 
ates profitable $15,000. Last week, | 
‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) and vaude, on | 
subsequent run, satisfying $14,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 
+-Name Only’ (RKO) and vaude. | 

idn’t get away from the post too | 
fast, but looks for build-up and | 
figures to manage all right $18,000 on | 
Initial session. Last week, ‘Tomor- | 
tow Comes’ (U) and vaude wound 
up 14-day stay to good $16,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Blackmail’ (M-G) (2d wk). In | 
second week here, but struggling to | 
meek $6,000 after snagging so-so 
$8,900 on initial gallop. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Marshall’ (20th) and vaude. Not 
good as prior show but headed for 
okay $15,000. Last week was smack- 
@roo $16,700 for ‘Speedway’ | 
(WB) and vaude. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
(M-G) (2d 
wk). Walloping home brilliant $17,- 
000 after tearing off a huge chunk of 
coin last week with $21,300. 


B’KLYN B.0. HEALTHY 


Good $21,000; Ditto 
morrow’ at $18,000 
Brooklyn, Sept. 26. 

Booming business in major down- 
town de luxers. Brandt’s Flatbush. 
with vaudfilm policy, is also doing 
well in residential sector. 

Academy of Music in downtown 
sector is now showing pics. Last | 
weekend house featured Irish-made | 
flickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274; 25-35-50)—‘Hotel for 
Women’ (20th) and ‘Chicken Wagon 
Family’ (20th) plus March of Time 
reel. Nice $18,000. Last week, ‘Fifth | 
Avenue Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th) brought good $18,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50) —‘Golden Boy’ 
(Col) and ‘Everybody’s Hobby’ 
(WB). Opened yesterday (Monday). | 
Last week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and 
‘Night Work’ (Par), okay $14,500. 

Met (3.618; 25-35-50)—‘When To- | 
morrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Prison. 
Without Bars’ (UA). Good $18,000. | 
Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ (UA) and | 
Glamour Girls’ (M-G) (2d wk), okay | 
$15,000. 


25-40)— | 


Crosby ‘To- 


Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Star | 
Maker’ (Par) and ‘Island of Lost | 
Men’ (Par). Sweli $21,000. Last) 
week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Million | 
Dollar Legs’ (Par) (4th wk), good 
$16,000. 

Strand (2.870; 25-35-50)—‘Hidden | 
Power’ (Col) and ‘Torchy’ (WB). | 
Quiet $4.500. Last week, ‘Behind | 
Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Nancy | 


Drew’ (WB), same, 


nicely | 
femme play to good, 


$42,000 and holds. Last week, ‘Geste’ | 


weeker to mild $26,600. | 


'$6.500 combo is strong. 
| topped expectations considerably at 


but returns only fair, $10,500. 


1*‘Woman Judge’ 


‘Name 


Fifth in 


| ‘Thunder’ Quite Loud 


In Lincoln at $3,700 


Lincoln, Sept. 26. 

‘Rains Came,’ moved to Lincoln 
after seven swell days at the Ne- 
braska, is still pulling for four days. 
‘Name Only,’ the Nebraska replacer, 
is Going oke, and ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
is holding up well. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25-40) — ‘Chickens’ (RKO) and 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th), split with 
‘Rains Came’ (20th), h.o. on change 
from Nebraska. Split will get $2,500, 
okay, mostly due ‘Rains.’ Last week, 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), split with ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ 


| (20th), not bad, $2,300. 


Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
Col- 
lege trade is being felt. May see 
$3,800, oke. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th), got $5,400, which prompted 
h.o. at Lincoln. 

Stuart (1.TC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G), Coin 
coming through wicket for timely 
subject; may get $3,700, good. Last 
week, ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G), also 


Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) (1,- 
100; 10-20-25) — ‘Cowboy Quarter- 
bacg’ (WB) and ‘Man Who Dared’ 
(WB). Seasonal on both sides of 
dual and pretty fair $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Climbing High’ (GB) and 
‘Parents on Trial’ (Col), okay $2,000. 


K.C. SLOWS UP; 
$10,500 


Kansas City, Sept. 26. 
Biz is taking it easy with flock of 
holdovers and medium craws. Time- 


‘nice, $3,500. 


| liness of “Thunder Afloat’ at Midland 


sets this one out front, though not a 
big figure and not worthy of epau- 
lettes in view of competition, 

Newman has gone double feature 
after long session of solo bills for 
so-so returns, Tower, with vaud- 
film. is off from previous week. 

Weaiher man has let up on the 
extreme heat, but dry spell con- 
tinues. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 

west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 


i*Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Houses 


report best biz since ‘Jesse James’ 
to justify extended run, and current 
First week 


$12,000, biggest here in months. 
Midland (3,573; 10-25-40) 

— Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Little 

Peppers’ (Col). Essentially for male 


|appeal on strength of first feature, 


second aiding slightly in garnering 
femmes and kids. With sub news on 
front pages this one right in line, 
Last 
Music’ (UA). 
(Col), slowest biz in | 
months forced this one out after six | 
days with poor $5,200. | 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- | 
25-40 )—Speedway’ (WB) and ‘Mag- | 


week, ‘Have 


niticent Fraud’ (Par). Wednesday 
opening continues here and take | 
‘mild at $5,600. Last week, “Beau 


Geste’ (Par), second week, average 
$5.000 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
Only’ (RKO) and ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) (2d wk). Satis- | 
factory $5,200. Last week, $9,200, 

good. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) plus ‘Flying 


‘High’ stage production. Getting, mild | 


$5.700 lighter than usual. Last 
week, ‘Quick Millions’ (20th) and | 
Fun Festival’ on stage, $6,700, best | 
since resumption of vaudfilm policy. 


play: 


| 


Timely ‘U-Boat’ Big | 


$6,000 in Seattle 


Seattle. Sept. 26. 

Seattle now has exclusive} 
newsreel showshop. the Hamrick- 
Evergreen’s Blue Mouse going that! 


wav this week. Show runs one 
hour. Fax Duncan, house manager, | 


reports biz good. 
‘Old Maid’ is in 


third week at 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Sept 28 


Spots Jive 
$61,000 Into B’way Par; Artie Shaw 
Swings ‘Agent’ to 42G, ‘Cavell’ 956 


Astor—‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (20th wk.). 

Capitol—‘The Women’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 

Globe—‘Torpedoed’ (FA) (2d 
wk.). | 

Criterion—A Woman Is the | 
Judge’ (Col) (27). 

Musie Hall—‘Nurse Edith 


this week are battling each other for 
the lion’s share of the spoils, with a 
couple holdovers meantime showing 
signs of the struggle. Top money- 
getters are ‘Honeymoon in Bali,’ ‘The 
Women,’ ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ ‘Es- 
pionage Agent,’ and on second run, 
‘When Tomorrow Comes.’ 

Both ‘Bali’ and ‘Espionage Agent’ 
have sturdy support in vital band 
attractions. Former, with the Glenn 
Miller orchestra and the 4 Ink Spots 
on stage, ended its first week at the 
Paramount last night (Tues,) at $61,- 
000, town’s undisputed leader. 
Getting a steady all-day play, 
the house had its second largest Sat- 
urday since the pit-band policy was 
installed nearly five years ago. 
Chips’ ‘Agent’ 
Shaw combo at the Strand. The week 
will mean $42,000 or over, very good, 


Cavell’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
Palace—‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U). 
Paramount — ‘Honeymoon in 

Bali’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Full Confession’ 

(RKO) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variery, Aug. 23) 
Rivoli—The Real Glory’ (UA) 

(3d _ wk.). 

Roxy — ‘Here I 

Stranger’ (20th) (29). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Strand—Esplonage Agent’ 

(WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of Oct. 5 
Aster—‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (21st wk.). 


Am, a 


Capitoh—‘The Women’ (M-G) 
(3d wk.). to ‘Espionage,’ the 
’ 
Globe—'The Challenge’ (FA) | street has two other films of topical 
(7). _ |flavor in view of hostilities abroad, 
Musie Hal i—Intermezzo ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ at the Music 
(UA). Hall, and ‘Torpedoed,’ Globe incum- 


bent. ‘Cavell’ is getting up into that 
top-bracket cycle to be among the 
top grossers of the past year at the 
Hall at a chance to end at $95,000 
or thereabouts. While the picture 
didn’t open too powerfully, it got a 
strong weekend play and built after 
the opening gun. 

‘The Women,’ without benefit of 


(27-37-42), ‘Lady Tropics’ Looks to Fair; 
and‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), five days of | ‘Thunder’ Fair $3 500 


second week, fairish $1,800. 
(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


Paramount — ‘Honeymoon in 
Bali’ (Par) (3d wk.?. 

Rivoli—‘The Real Glory’ (UA) 
(4th wk.). 

Roxy—‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ 
(20th) (6). 

Strand—‘Dust Be My Destiny’ © 
(WB) (7). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 16) 


is paired ‘with the Artie | them this week. 


Several new shows on Broadway|a stage show at the Capitol, is a 


decided smash, and will get $50,000 
or near to that on its first week. This 
one begins a second week tomorrow 
(Thurs.). ‘Cavell’ also holds, ta- 
gether with the Strand and Par- 
amount, 


‘Torpedoed,’ English made, looks 
$8,500 or over at the small-seater 
Giobe, and will also hold unless 
sluffing off today (Wed.). 

State has Henry Armetta, Marie 
Wilson and the Joe Rines orchestra 
with “Tomorrow Comes,’ and, having 
no trouble attracting business, will 
mount $25,000 for nice profit. 


Both ‘Rains Came’ and ‘Real Glory’ 
dropped rather sharply, due no doubt 
to the competition entered against 
‘Rains,’ on its third 
and final week at the Roxy, will be 
under $40,000, while ‘Real Glory,’ in 
its second lap, will be around $25,- 
000. In both cases these figures are 
satisfactory and mean profit. Last 
week. second for ‘Rains,’ the take 
was close to $60,000, while first week 
for ‘Glory’ was $39,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (20th week). Last week 
(19th), up Monday night (25). $8,- 
000, okay. Prior stanza (18th) was 
$8,500. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 
‘Women’ (M-G). A genuine, high- 
class sock at $50,000 or close, against 
a lot of stout competition, includ- 
ing from stage-show houses. Begins 
second round tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Last week ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) failed 
to catch on, under $20,000 but a little 
profit. 


Coliseum Criterion (1,662; 25 

: * rer’ ; 25-40-55)—‘Man 
(M-G) and “Could Happen’ (20th) | Oklahoma City, Sept. 26. | They Could Not Hang’ (Col). Kar- 
(@d run). Expected okay $2,600.| Biz still so-so here, but State Fair | off thriller at $8,000 on week end- 
Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) | week will probably pull it up. Em- pd last night _ (Tues. ) quite good. 
and ‘Hotel Imperial’ (20th), mod-| phasis is on ‘The Rains Came,’ at the | Last _ week, ‘Payment Deferred’ 
erate $2,600. Criterion, due for nice $4,500 or | (M-G (reissue), $7,500. ; 

Fifth Ave. (Hamrick-Evergreen) | thereabouts. 


(2,349; 27-37-42) — ‘Rains Came’! . fai Midwest 
(20th) and ‘Hawaiian Flight’ (U) | Wind up fair at Midwest. 
(2d wk). Still big at $6,800. Last _Estimates for This Week _ 
| Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 


week, swell $10,400. ‘Rains Came’ (20th) 

Liberty (J-vH) U Boat 29 (CoD | rast week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), 

and ‘Kanga’ (Col). Timely British- | good $4.400 

made film pulling surprisingly big | : eae . OF 

$6,000, Last. week. ‘Golden Boy’ |, Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 25-20-25 )— 

(Col), third week, $2,800, okay. ‘Day Bookies Wept’ (RKO) and 


‘Thunder Afloat’ will probably | doed’ (FA). 


|‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U), split with | Plus Pastor-Louis fight pic. 


Drawing very well for 
likely $8,500 or over, holdover under 
| consideration. Lasc« week, ‘Parents 
on Trial’ (Col), the less said the 


Nice $4,500. | better, only $3,100, lowest in a year 


here. 

| Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Hotel for 
| Women’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th) (st run), doubled, 
Not 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) | Confession’ (RKO) and ‘Every-| ™ore than mildish $8,200 indicated. 


‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (3d wk). Looks | (FN). 
like good $1,800 in five days. Last pe 0 eee 
week (2d), dandy $3,200. land ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G), split 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | with ‘News Made Night’ (WB) 
(2,600; 27-37-42 )—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) ‘Career’ (RKO), average $2,300. 
and ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-+G). lLook- Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— | 
ing for good $5,800 in nine days.| ‘Thunder Afloat’? (M-G). Fair $3.-| 
Last week, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) |5090. Last week, ‘Blackmail’ (M-G),! 


;and ‘Down South’ (RKO), mild} so-so $2800. 

$3,100, | Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— | 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32-|‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Good) 

42)—‘Flight Midnight’ (Rep) and ‘No | $1,000. Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ | 


Place’ (WB), plus ‘Hawaiian Follies’ | (UA), fair $800. Both moveovers . 


| sweeping film to fine figure at Hipp. 


week ‘Old Monterey’ 
‘Parents Trial’ (Col), okay on three- | 


on stage. Big $5,000. Last week,! State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)—| 
‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U) and ‘Hid-|‘Gow’ (Indie) and ‘Wong China-| 
den Staircase’ (WB), dual, plus; town’ (Mono), split with ‘High Gray 
Bowes’ unit, tremendous $7,000. | Walls’ (Col) and ‘Fighting Thor- 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen)! oughbreds’ (Rep). So-so $2,400. 
(3,039; 27-37-42) —- ‘Name Only’) Last week, ‘Hidden Power’ (Col) 
(RKO) and ‘Waterfront’ (WB) (2d and ‘Was Convict’ (Rep), split with | 
wk). Registering good $3,000 in five | ‘Woman Judge’ (Col) and ‘Sky 
days. Last week, $6,700, big. | Patrol’ (Mono), average $2,600. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32-| Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-30)— | 
42)—‘Old Maid’ (WB) (3d wk). | ‘Two Bright Boys’ (U). Fair $1,800. | 


Last week, ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th), 
SO-sO $1,500. 


Opposish, Heat Clip Cleveland 


Getting big $3,000. Last week, socko | 
$3,600. 


‘Blondie’-Satchmo’s Orch Weak $11,000; ‘Thunder’ 
Timely and Robust $14,000 | 

= 

Cleveland, Sept. 26. {duo worth $2,300. Last week 

Opening of legit houses, night | ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) and ‘Isle Lost | 
football and balmy weather are stop-| Men’ (Par), just coasted through 


four mild days, $1,100. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 

‘Rains Came’ (20th). Close prox- 
imity of Mansfield, where author 
Louis Bromfield lives, used with 
timely book stunts in terrific cam- 
|paign netting neat profits, $15,000, 
maybe better. Last week ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col), punch-drunk, $9,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | 


ping any sort of smash biz, but it’s 

still several shades above ordinary. 
Kleiged preem of ‘Rains Came,’ with 

local tie-up on Louis Bromfield, is 


‘Thunder Afloat’ also riding the 
waves buoyantly at State, edging out 
Palace’s ‘Blondie Takes Vacation’ 
plus Louis Armstrong's unit. | 
‘Women’s’ the sockiest h.o. of year 


‘for Stillman, although ‘Old Maid’ do- —‘Blondie’ (Col) with Louis Arm- 
ing nicely on extension at Allen. strong’s band on stage. Jitterbugs 


helping, but $11,000 not quite enough. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,120: 10-20-) Last week ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (RKO) | 
/35)—'Tomorrow Comes’ (U) plus vaude with Betty Grable and 
'run). Good enough to rate rate full) Rochester, caught on better, $16,000. | 
| week at this stand and $2.600. Last State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 


(Rep) and,;—Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Timely 
war item being sold the right way 


b hi ‘Rains | day visit, $1,000. 'for worthwhile $14,000. Will h.o. 
Sterling's Roosevelt gem at Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— | Last week ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), fair 
 Jensen-von | ‘Old Maid’ (WB). Satisfactory $3.500 | $12,000. 


second week. 

Herberg’s Liberty is offering 
and Columbia release. 

Estimates for This Week ' 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850; 17-27) Newsreels. 


a considering this is its third stanza. 
timely pic. ‘U-Boat 29,’ British-made | Last week $5.500, good. 


Last week Swell 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- | 
55)—‘Women’ (M-G). Nothing like | 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1.900; 15-/ it for this house in some time, col- | 
35)—‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and/|lecting $5,000 on third week. Last 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ (RKO).! week skyrocketed to $9,000, highest 

names for marquee revival: gross here in several moons. 


G 2,600, | Last 
ood $2,600. (RKO) and’ ‘Sherlock’ (20th), both 


week, ‘Fifth Avenue’ Girl’ 


| 2d run, $9.800, good. 


Shaw. 


la little over $30,000. excellent. 


‘over 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Bali’ (Par), Glenn Miller band 
and Inkspots (2d week). Embarks 
on holdover today (Wed.) after 
smashing through to immense $61,- 
000 the first seven days. Both pic- 
ture and stage show are draughty, 


with flow of business very even 
throughout entire operating day. 
| Last week, third for ‘Star Maker’ 
(Par) and Larry Clinton, $31,000, 


very good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Cavell’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Not far from the six- 
figure mark, indications pointing to a 
possible $95,000, based on _ strong 
weekend and gathering of momen- 
tum since opening. Holds over. 
| Last week, second for ‘Golden Boy’ 
(Col), $79,000, excellent. 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘T wo Bright 


Boys’ (U). Not so bright, under 
$6,000. ‘Full Confession’ (RKO) 
|}opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO), with ‘For- 
gotten Men’ (Mayer) (reissue), $6,- 
500, o.k. 

Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (2d week). 


Pounded through vigorously to $39,- 
000 last week (ist) but held down 
by more severe competition on the 
second (current) to around $25,000, 
but still quite satisfactory. Goes a 


third week, starting tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Roxy (5.836: 25-40-55-75) —‘Rains’ 
(20th) and tage show (3d-final 
week). Beset by new competition, 
the current and final (3d) week for 
this picture will be under $40.000, 


as compared with close to $60.000 
last week (2d) and $75,100 the first 


seven days. However, at nearly 
$175,000 on the 21-day run, tre- 
mendous profit. ‘Here I Am a 
| Stranger’ (20th) moves in Friday 
(29). 


State (3.450; 35-55-75) 
Comes’ (UA) (2d 


—‘Tomorrow 
run) and. on 


| stage, Henry Armetta, Marie Wilson 


and Joe Rines orch. Business brisk, 
$25.000 or better, good profit. Last 
week, ‘Feathers’ (UA) (2d run) and 
Nano Rodrigo band, around $22,000, 


| okay. 
Strand (2.767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 }— 
‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and Artie 


Between Shaw’s fine drausht 
and the picture, very timely for ex- 
hibition now, a snug $42,000 or over 
is in sight. On the basis of this 
business the show holds over. T.ast 
week. sixth for ‘Old Maid’ (WB), 
On 
the run this heavy b.o. puller drew 
$245.000. 
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10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


Philly Evidences Slight Perk, 
Crosby-Hallett Only Fair $19,000 


lwk). Displaying unexpected strength | 
‘at pretty good $2,800, following ini- | 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 
The windup of the Jewish holidays 
and cooler weather is bringing a 
boost to grosses in downtown houses. 
The climb at the b.o. is small, how- 
ever, but indicates a steady increase 
jn the future, in view of the bright- 
ening economic picture in Philly. 
Brightest spots on the film horizon 
here are ‘The Women,’ at the Boyd, 
giving all signs of having a profitable 
run; ‘Old Maid,’ which is continuing 
its phenomenal success downtown In 
second-run showing at the Karlton, 
and ‘Rains Came,’ now in second 
week at Stanley. 
‘Here I Am Stranger’ is hitting the 
low mark at Aldine. 


tear-jerker. ‘Star Maker,’ plus a 
heavy nut stage show, is moderate at 
Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 32-42-57)— 
‘Here Stranger’ (20th). Lack of mar- 
quee names seems to be the reason 
this one isn’t doing biz. Looks like 
a poor $9.500 for eight-day stay, Last 
week, ‘Under-Pup’ (U), held over 
nine days of its second week because 
of lack of product, likewise did poor- 
Jy, just shading $10,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Women’ (M-G). Nice press buildup, 
big names and great reception the 
Clare Booth play got here is helping 
to build this comedy to very nice 
$19,000 and is certain to h. o. Last 
week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB), fancy $11,200 
in third week. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 32-42-57)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par), with Mal Hal- 
lett’s orch, Cliff Nazzaro, Wally Ver- 
non and others on stage. Crosby’s 
Jatest is lots better than the films 
generally shown here, but only mod- 
erate $19,000 in sight. Last week, 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U) and Jimmy 
Durante, poor $16,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57)—‘5th 
Ave. Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fairish 
$8,500 for five days of second sesh. 
First week, nice $15,700. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d run). Still fly- 
ing high with pretty good $6,000 after 
terrific run at Boyd. Last week, 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col), weak $3,400. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-32-42)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G) (3d run). Going strong in its 
fifth week downtown with swell $4.,- 
900. ‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G), okay 
$4.600. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 32-42-57)— 
‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
pouring it on with nice $12,000 
skedded for this stanza. First week 
brought comfortable $19,300, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and Louis-Pastor 
fight pic. Despite war feeling, this 
type of film doesn’t seem to draw. 
Mediocre $4,600 seen. Last week, 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), good $5,500 in 
gecond-run showing. 


Heat, B.B. Hurt 


Kind words | 
from the pic crix failed to perk ‘or 


tial week’s good $3,700. ; 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40) —‘Rains Came’ (20th). Top at- 


traction in town this week and bring- | 


ling in many patrons on strength of 
| Louis Bromfield’s novel. Class trade 
‘jis giving the wicket a whirl. Pacing 
‘for meaty $8,000. Last week, ‘Beau 
/Geste’ (Par) and ‘Stop( Look’ (20th) 
'dipped sharply toward end of week, 
but still satisfactory at $7,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
,30-40i—‘Man Is News’ (Par) and 
| ‘$1,000 Touchdown’ (Par). Aiming at 
'fairish $3,200. Last week ‘Human 
Bondage’ (RKO) and ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(RKO) (revivals), mild $2,600. 


Hub Biz Up, But 
‘Touchdown’ No 
Score at $11,000 


Boston, Sept. 26. 
Good biz around town, with three 
holdovers, ‘The Women,’ ‘Old Maid’ 
and ‘Tomorrow Comes’ holding the 
spotlight. 
Town’s biggest press party for 
Anna Neagle and Herbert Wilcox 


here last Friday (22) primed about 


100 newspapermen and women from 
all over New England for advance 
publicity on ‘Nurse Edith Cavell,’ 
which had a one-shot preem Friday 
night, supplemented by a personal 
appearance by star and director at 
the Keith Memorial. 

Keith’s Boston goes Into big name 
vaude Oct. 12, with a full week of 
Eddie Cantor and his unit. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO) and ‘Smuggled 
Cargo’ (Rep), with vaude for three 
days, and ‘Return Frog’ (Select) and 
‘Demon Barber’ (Select), (dual) for 
four days. Shaping up to dandy 
$10,000. Trade is slowly building up 
at this spot. Last week ‘Flirting 
Death’ (Imperial) (lst run) and 
‘Woman Judge’ (Col) (2d run), dual, 
with vaude, three days, and ‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) (3d run) and ‘Saint 


London’ (RKO) (2d run), double, 
four days, okay $8,300. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 


55)—“Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th), dual. Combo getting wrong- 
way word-of-mouth and around 
$4,500, poor. Last week ‘Beau Gest’ 
(Par) and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th), 
third week in town, under expecta- 
tions at $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) —Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 
and ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) (2d 
wk.). Aiming at beefy $16,000. In- 
cludes one performance of ‘Nurse 


L'ville: ‘Thunder 
Pleasing $7,000 


Louisville, Sept. 26. 
Continued summery weather is 
aving a retarding effect on b.o. 


grosses hereabouts, as well as fact} 


that Louisville Colonels won Ameri- 
can Association playoff, which means 
that baseball interest will be pro- 
longed throughout Little World Se- 
ries with International League win- 
ner, Night games draw crowds here 
and are bound to dent film house 
grosses. 

‘Rains Came,’ on a single at Rialto, 
is doing the best business of the 


week, with ‘Thunder Afloat,’ dual at 


Loew’s Sta’e, is well above average. 
H.0.’s are mild. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (‘Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) —‘Women’ (M-G) 
and ‘All Came Out’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Retained for third downtown stanza. 
after ‘Beau Gesie’ (Par) slackened at 
Rialto. Currenily heading for good 
$1,600, considering. Last week, robust 
$2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-22) — 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB). Pretty 
potent product and aiming for good 
$1,700, 


$1,600. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) 


*Miracles for Sale’ (M-G). 


weak $3,500 in six days. 
Mary Anderson (‘Libson) 
15-30-40)—‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) 


Last week ‘Second Fiddle’ 
(20th) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), 
aided by State Fair visitors. fairish 


(3,100; 15- 
$0-40)—‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and 
Couple of 
action pics maintaining pretty good 
pace and may grab off pleasing $7,- ame 
000. Last week, ‘Shall Have Music’ | of the biz in town, with gratifying 
(UA) and ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) sagged | $8,000 in sight. 
badly and yanked day early after 


Cavell’ (RKO). First week socko 
| $20,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
| 40-55) —‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Dynamite’ (WB) (2d wk.). Heading 
for adequate $13,000. Initial stanza 
dandy $19,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Man Hang’ 
(Col) (2d wk.). Holdover ringing 


j 


days), $18,000, big. 

Paramount (M&P) 
40-55) — ‘Touchdown’ (Par) and 
‘Chan’ (20th). Wobbly $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th), third week in town, 
| $6,500. 
| Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-59) 
—Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Quick 
Miilions’ (20th). Fourth week in 
|town, around $3,800, disannointing. 
| Last week, ‘Married Cop’ (Rep) (1st 
run) and ‘Four Feathers’ (UA) (2d 
run), $4.500, okay. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 25-35-40-55)— 


(1,797; 25-35- 


\‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Man Hang’ 
|(Col), (2d wk). Aiming at bie 
$17.000. First week (five days), 


socko $14.000. 


‘H.O.s NG. in Montreal: 


up socko $20,000. First week (five | 


‘BLACKMAIL’ PAYS OK 
| $9,500 IN DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 26. 

With #)) first-runs above aver- 
age. and several having standouts 
over the weekend, ‘The Rains Came’ 
is coming in with the most money. 

‘Rulers of the Sea’ is pulling biz 
at the Denham, as is ‘Blackmail’ at 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin ‘«Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
\‘Iron Mask’ (UA), after week at 
|Denver. Nice $4,000, Last week, 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), good $4,000 
; after week at Denver. 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
'—‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Spellbinder’ 
(RKO). after two weeks at Orphe- 
um. Fine $4,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Naughty Marietta’ 
(M-G) revivals), average $2,500. 

Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
'40)—‘Rulers Sea’ (Par). Good $7,400 
‘in sight. Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ 
'<«Par), okay $4,500 to finish 17-day 


irun. 

| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
i‘Rains Came’ (20th). Fine $12,000. 
‘Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), very 
good $11.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


—‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Glamour 
(M-G). Nice $9,500. Last 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Spell- 


Girls’ 
week. 
| binder’ (RKO), turned in one of best 
-second weeks the Orpheum has had 
| — $8,700. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and ‘Chicken 
|Wagon’ (20th). Good $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Speedway’ (WB) and ‘Million 
Dollar Legs.’ nice $4,000. 

| Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘To- 
‘morrow Comes’ (U), after a week at 
‘each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
|‘Konga’ (Col). Nice $2,000 in sight. 
|Last week, ‘Four Feathers’ (UA), 
| after a week at each the Denver 
| and Aladdin, and ‘Panama Patrol 
| (GN), average $1,700. 


GARFIELD - LANE 


| 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 

Nothing in the upper brackets this 
week, but biz is holding pretty even 
‘and nobody’s getting hurt, Which 
_makes everybody happy all around. 
|Leaders by comfortable margin are 
‘Thunder Afioat’ and ‘Dust Be My 
Destiny.’ at Penn and Stanley, re- 
spectively, and there’s a good chance 
that one of these pix will move to 


Warner for # second week. Just 
which one, however, the stretch will 
| determine. 

‘Rains Came’ is dropping about in 
half on h.o. at Alvin, but still okay, 
land moves Thursday (28) to Senator 
|for continuation of downtown run. 
|Latter spot expects to keep it for 
/couple of weeks. On h.o. from Penn, 
|‘Star Maker,’ at Warner, is more than 
just getting by, while insertion of 
Louis-Pastor fight pic is giving third 
; week of ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ a 
lift at Fulton. Senator’s really only 
j;house that’s taking it on the chin, 
with ‘Chan at Treasure Island’ and 
|‘Benind Prison Gates’ accounting for 
practically nothing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
\‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
'good and healihy at just under $8,- 
500. good enough to send flicker down 
to Alvin's sister house, the Senator, 
for at least another stanza, and pos- 
sibly two more. Around $17,000 on 
opening session, fourth biggest week 
in house's five-year history. 
| Fulton ‘Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
| —'Livingstone’ (20th) (3d wk). Book- 
ing of Lou's-Pastor reel is accounting 
for considerable extra biz. Looks 
like around $4,500, anyway, which 
isn’t tin for this spot, and that may 
result in another h.o. If not, ‘Under 
Pup’ ‘U) comes in Saturday (30) for 
a run. Last week, second of ‘Stan- 


jley.’ very good $5,200. 

Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Lot of 
| heady exploitation designed to cash 
|1n on war fever. Asa result, chances 


6 ? ° are pres. positive for around $14,- 
Angels Nice $3,500 000. which should mean an extra 


Montreal, Sept. 26. 


Three h.o.’s are not giving ‘aunts | Senator 
muc week, 
| ‘Rains Came’ at Palace, will garner 
| good $8,000, but the repeats are al] Det. but 


much choice the current 


| pointing to disappointing takes. 


French houses are on a big up- 


| Swing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) 
‘Rains Came’ (20th). 


j Last week, ‘5th Gir] 
(RKO), nice $6,000. 
Capitol (CT) 


(Continued on page 52) 


(2,700; 25-45-55) —_ 
Getting most ‘Sky 


(2,700; 25-45-55) — | 
(1,000; | ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Every- (‘Dust Destiny’ (WB). 
(2d! 


weck at Warner. Last week, ‘Star 
| Maker’ ‘Par), bettered $14,500 to get 
|the Werner h.o. 

(Harris) (1,700; 25-40) — 
(20th) and ‘Prison Gates’ 
No customers for this twin- 
one-day p.a. of Jesse L. 
Lasky picking finalists in his ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood’ auditions was a 
, breather and helped house salvage a 
| little something. Around $1,800 the 
prospect. House gets ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th) Thursday (28). Last week, 
Patrol’ (Mono) and ‘Little 
Peppers’ (Col), split with ‘Road to 
| Glory’ (20th) and ‘Chicken Wagon 
| Family’ (20th), poor $1,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-40)— 
Garfield-Lane 
combo rapidly developing into potent 


‘Chan’ 
(Co) ). 


Heat Quits Mpls. and Biz Picks Up: 
Ginger, 8G, ‘Angels, 36, , Both Good 


b.o. and this well-liked drama looks 
good for nice $12,500 or better. May 
get call over ‘Thunder Afloat’ for 
Warner h.o., depending on last couple 
of days. House resumes stage shows 
Friday (29) with Eddie Cantor and 
‘These Glamour Girls’ (M-G) after 
four months of straight pix, Last 
week, second of ‘Old Maid’ (WB), 
around $10,000, or $8,000 under open- 


ing stanza. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par). Brought here 
from Penn and doing fair enough, 
although not up to usual biz here for 
h.o.’s. Will be lucky to get $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) 
and ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), in 
hog-house at $3,000. 


Bernie- Cowboy 
Strong 14'46 On 
Indpls. Tee-Off 


Indianapolis, Sept. 26. 


With the downtown theatrical dis- 
trict ablaze with marquee lights, as 
all de luxe houses go into operation 
for first time in months, populace is 
giving heavy support to stage and 
screen Offerings. Cooler weather, 
also, is helping bring total downtown 
gross to a new high for the first time 
since last spring. 

Lyric, with Ben Bernie orch on 
stage and ‘Cowboy Quarterback,’ is 
cashing in heavily on reopening 
week, taking top coin. Indiana, 
dualling ‘Rains Came’ and ‘Chan at 
Treasure Island,’ is also reaching a 
new top since reopening three weeks 
ago. 

Loew’s is having an average week 
with ‘Thunder Afloat’ and ‘Five 
Peppers.’ while Circle feels the pres- 
sure with ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ and 
‘Day Bookies Wept.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo ‘(Katz-Dolle) (1.100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Name Only’ ‘RKO) dualled 
with ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO). Just fair 
$2,400, after first run at Indiana. Last 
week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), after first 
showing at Circle, fair $2,500. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Dust My Destiny’ (WB) and 
‘Day Bookies Wept’ (RKO). Feeling 
the pressure of stronger attractions 
in downtown area for poor $4,200. 
Last week, ‘Folies Bergere’ on stage 
and ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U), satis- 
factory $12,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ 
(20th). Making highest score since 
reopening with nifty $10.500. Last 
week, ‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 
‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), sagged after 
strong opening to fair $7,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Little 
Peppers’ (Col). Average $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA) and ‘Clouds 
Europe’ (Col), so-so $7,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB) and 
Ben Bernie orch on stage. Reopen- 
ing bill plenty strong, with dandy 
$14,500 in sight. Last week, dark, 


$4,000, 
BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 26. 

Steady trade continues here, with 
‘Golden Boy, at the combo Hipp, 
and ‘Thunder Afloat,’ at Loew’s Cen- 
tury, topping the list and cashing in 
on extra heavy publicity effort. 
H.o.’s of ‘Beau Geste’ and ‘The Rains 
Came’ are getting good play. 

Only weak sister on current list is 
‘What a Life,’ considerably off at 
the Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minneapolis, Sept. 

Somewhat of a boxoffice upiuryn 
currently is attributed to an especie 
ally potent array of pictures and the 
cool weather that put an unseasone 
able heat wave to rout. While 
grosses are improved, however, they 
still size up as sub-normal. 

Best of the leading newcomers, 
‘Rains Came’ and ‘Fifth Avenue 
Girl,’ at the State and Orpheum, 
respectively, both seem to have ape 
peal. By dint of its performance st 
the State last week, ‘Beau Gesie’ 
earned a second loop week and ig 
now doing fairly well for the Cen- 
tury. A fourth week is announced 
as the last for ‘Four Feathers,’ 
which has brought heaps of prose 
perity to the World. 

Orpheum has a stage show for 
one day, Thursday (28). It’s Eddie 
Dundstedter, former local favorite 
during his long engagement as a thes 
atre organist, and his radio gang, 
Chester Morris and his ‘Bon Air’ 


show follows at the same house the 
next day for a full week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th) and 
‘Konga’ (Col), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Quick Millions’ (20th) and 
‘Hidden Power’ (Col), dual first-runs, 
Reaching toward mild $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Night Work’ (Par) and ‘Spelle 
binder’ (RKO), dual first-runs. split 
with ‘Chicken Wagon Family’ (20th) 
and ‘Konga’ (Col), $1,100. Mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (25-35-40)--» 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
here after good week at State. Hit- 
ting fairly satisfactory $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$3,500, mild, after good $7,500 week 
at Orpheum. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) ‘998: 25)-— 
‘Angels Wash Faces’ (FN). Ann 
Sheridan and ‘Dead End’ kids mage 
nets. Title no hindrance, either, in 
view of ‘Angels with Dirtv Faces’ 
sock. En route to good $3.000, which 
is tops for several weeks here. Last 
week, ‘Stole Million’ (U), $2,300, 
mild. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Lady 
Tropics’ (M-G), split with “Bachelo 
Mother’ (RKO), First | 
showings. Fair $2,000 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Fever’ ‘(M-G) 
split with ‘Lady Tropics’ 
$2,500, good. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4.000; 15 
25-30)—Irish Luck’ (Mono) 
stage show. ‘Crazy Week’ idea catchs¢ 
ing on, plenty of comedy and big sll¢ 
around show bringing ‘em in. Good 
$7,200 in prospect. Last week. ‘Zero 
Hour’ (RepQ and stage show, $6,500, 
fair. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.300: 25- 
35-40) —Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) 
Ginger Rogers showing increase 
pulling power. With Eddie Dund- 
stedter and his stage show in for one 
day (28) at 55c top and helping tq 
swell gross, good $8,000 likely to be 
attained. Last week, ‘Golden Boy’ 
(Col), $6,000, satisfactory. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 25-85-40} 
—‘Rains Came’ (20th). Much praise 
for this one and it should build. 
Cantering along toward big $9,500. 
Moves to Century for second week, 
Last week, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par), $7,« 
500, good. 

Time (Gillman) (290: 25-35-40)-—~« 
‘Lucrezia Borgia’ (Foreign). Sensae 
tional and daring advertising help- 
ing this French picture. Very good 
$2,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col), five days of 
third week, $400, light, bui first twe 
weeks were good, 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-25-40-55) 
—Four Feathers’ (4th wk). Ane 
nounced as final week. Has hed 
swell run. May hit satisfactory #1,- 
400. Last week, $1,800, okay. 


Farrow Will Direct 
From Own Screenplay 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
John Farrow winding up this 
week as director of ‘Reno’ ai RKO, 
goes to work as a writer on the 
screen play of his own book, ‘Father 


Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40 )— Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). 
Hitting it off in unexpected good 


style and cashing in on extra adver- 
tising. Strong $11.000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA), 
fell down with n.g. $5,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Golden’ Boy’ 
(Col) coupled to  vaude_ layout 
headed by Lew Parker. Maintain- 
ing steady pace aided by adroit ad- 
vance publicity effort by Izzy Rap- 
paport. Heading towards _ strong 
$13,000. Last week, second of ‘Name 
Only’ (RKO) and vaude, didn’t hold 
up in expected stvle at $9,200 after 


satisfactory opening round to 
$11,900. 

Keith's «Schanberger) (2.406; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (2d)! 


wk). Continuing valiant effort of! 


Damien, the Leper,’ for that studio. 
Shooting starts about Oct. 16, with 


| Farrow directing and Joseph Calleia 


in the title role. 


town-leading first week with okay 
$7,000 adding to initial $11,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Still attracting strong femme trade, 
with hefty $5,500 due afier extra 
good $8,200 last week. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 15-25-35-40- 
55 )—‘What a Life’ (Par). Attracting 
favorable reaction from crix, but 
way off in this deluxe house, with 
n.g. $4,000 the most looked for. Last 
week, ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB), siexdy 
$8,800. 
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Heat Ruins Frisco, Where High Temp. 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY il 


Is Unusual; Ginger-Vaude OK $17,000 


| 
| 


San Francisco Sept. 26. 
Fstimating receipts from day to 
day requires the services of a crys- 


tal gazer during this heat spell, which 


has broken all records, Some exhibs 
claim that the soaring thermometer 
has hurt biz as much as 50%. Hot 
weather is so unusual here that most 
of the theatres have antiquated cool- 
ing systems. 

At that, the theatres for the most 
part are considerably cooler than 
elsewhere, but the natives are not 
smart to the idea. There was some 
talk of the exhibs getting together 
on a cooperative display ad in the 
dailies. but this didn’t get anywhere 
because of friction between some of 
the boys on the street. 

Pace setter this week is ‘Fifth Av- 
enue Girl’ which, with vaude, is 
giving the Golden Gate a better than 
average gross, considering the 
weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—Thun- 
der Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Everybody’s 
Hobby’ (WB). Timeliness of the new 
Wallace Beery picture is arousing 
curiosity of public to tune of $16,000. 
It would undoubtedly have done 
great biz under happier weather con- 
ditions. Last week ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th), big $23,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Ginger scores again. Al- 
though $17,000 is sweet, take would 
have been nearer $22,000 if Old Sol 
hadn't turned on the heat. Last 
week ‘Girl from Mexico’ (RKO) and 
Bob Hope on stage, great $20,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
— Under Pup’ (U) and ‘Hawaiian 
Nights’ (U) (2d wk.). Scorching 
weather has taken the props out of 
everything, so this will have to be 
satisfied with painful $4,800. Last 
week, $7,000, somewhat of a disap- 
pointment. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Torchy’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). Weather holding take to 
slim $7,000 this week. Last week 
(2d), managed $9,000, which was way 
off. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Rains Came’ (20th). Moverover 
from Fox. Take of $8,500 is swell 
considering the way things are dying 
elsewhere. Last week ‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par) and ‘Night Work’ (Par), slim 
$4,500 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
85-75 Carnival’ (UA). Will 
see around $8,000, fair. Last week 
(4th) ‘Four Feathers’ (UA), okay, 


$5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) and ‘Island Lost 
Men’ (Par). Slim $7,500. Last week 
(2d) ‘Blackmail’ (WB) and ‘Should 
Husbands Work?’ (Rep), way off at 
$5,000. 


Hits Buffalo; 
‘Thunder’ Nice $8,500, 
‘Panama’-Unit OK 1256 


Buffalo, Sept. 26. 

Grosses are leveling off again here 
this week. Ban against children due 
to paralysis epidemic is taking heavy 
toll in spots, particularly against kid- 
appeal pictures. However, Benny 
Goodman last week was able to pile 
up a sensational figure in spite of all 
handicaps. 

Currently, the new 20th-Century 
has jumped into the limelight with 
smart salesmanship of vaude featur- 


ing the A. B. Marcus ‘La Vie Paree’ | 
| well with ‘Beau Geste’ in nine-day 


revue. House has boosted admission 

scale and is doing snappy business 

strictly on stage show exploitation. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— | ‘Fifth 


‘Rains Came’ (20th), Doing sturdy 
business and should come in with 
better than average $15,000. Last 


week ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO) and 
Benny Goodman, terrific $23,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50)— | 


‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) and ‘Every- 
body's Hobby’ (WB). Perking up 
with indications of nice $8,500. Last 
week ‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘Glam- 
our Girls’ (M-G), offish $7,800. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 25-35)—‘Angels 
Night’ 


Faces’ (WB) and ‘News Is 
(20th). Wobbly, under $6,000. Last 
week ‘Star Maker’ (Par) (2d run) 
and ‘Saint London’ (RKO), second 
chukker for Crosby feature brought 
Only seedy $5,400. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
"Man Could Not Hang’ (Col) and 
Whispering Enemies’ (Col). Rou- 
tine at around $6,000. Last week 
Under-Pup’ (U) and ‘House Fear’ 
(U), hit hard by paralysis ban and 
under $6,200. 
20th-Century (Basil-Dipson) (3,- 
000; 25-40)—‘Panama Patrol’ (Rep) 
and ‘La Vie Paree’ unit. Spurting 
for probably better than nifty $12,000. 
Last week ‘Girl from Rio’ (Mono) 


and ‘Smuggled Cargo’ (Rep), dual, 
dull $2700." 


| 


| $7,500. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 26 Cities, 174 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ........... $1,325,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 156 theatres) 


OMAHA COOLS: 
SEA’ SWELL 


Omaha, Sept. 26. 


Tri-States theatres are spending 
extra coin for newspaper ads and 
apparently getting results. Normal 
weather is back after the extreme 
hot spell. 

‘Rulers of Sea,’ at the Omaha, and 
‘Rains Came’ at Orpheum, both 
Blank houses, are doing well, 

Night football season has opened 
and offering strong competish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25)»)—‘Hardy 
Fever’ (M-G) and ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO), dual, split with ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Tell Tales’ (M-G), dual. 
Strong bill heading for $1,800, nice. 
Last week ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par), dual, 
split with ‘Blondie’ (Col), ‘Gorilla 
(20th) and ‘On Trial’ (FN), tripler, 
$1,700, good. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


25-35-40)—‘Angels Faces’ (FN) and 
‘Clouds Europe’ (Col), dual. Nice 
$4,500. Last week, second of ‘Old 


‘Music’ on Dual Nice 


Heat Wave Breaks, But Rains 


Now Flood L. A.; ‘Underpup’ Big 
$22,200, ‘Espionage’ No Dice, 146 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 26. | 

‘The Rains Came,’ at Paramount, | 
is the burg’s biggest winner among | 
new pix. ‘They Shall Have Music’ | 
is nice at the Broadway. Parker’s | 
UA is in the money with ‘The Old. 
Maid,’ second week. 

Mayfair took ‘In Name Only’ for | 
three days after its first week at the | 
Paramount and will then go legit 
with ‘Swing Mikado.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- | 
40)—‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) and | 
‘Stole Million’ (WB). Well exploited 
and answering for satisfactory $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Angels Faces’ (WB) and 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G), supported by 
personal appearance of Ronald Rea- 
gan, Claire Windsor, Lucille Fair- 
banks and Lya Lys, managed good 
$5,300. 


Liberty (Hamrick - Evergreen) — 
(2,000; 30-35-40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d wk) and ‘Woman Judge’ (Col). 


'Good enough $3,800. First of ‘Star. 


‘Blondie’ (Col), three days only, Av- | 


Maker’ (Par) and 

(RKO) good $5,500. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 

30-35-40—‘Name Only’ (RKO) and 


‘Spellbinder) 


erage $2,500 following first fair week 
at the Paramount. Last week, ‘Beau 
Geste’ (Par) and ‘News Night’ (20th). 


nice $2,500. First week at Par- 
amount strong $5,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) —‘Rains Came’ (20th) 
and ‘Stop, Look’ (20th). Over the 
top for good $6,500. Last week, 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Blondie’ 
(Col), okay $5,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40 )—‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB) (2d wk). Still hitting 


week big $6,800. 


PLENTY 
HOT $22,000 
WASH. 


Maid’ (FN) and ‘Way Down South’ 
(RKO), $4,000, average, after first 
week of $6,500. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Rulers Sea’ (Par) and ‘Chicken | 
Wagon Family’ (20th), dual. Extra | 
space helping to $8,500, swell. Last | 
week ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Allen | 
Murder’ (Par), $8,500, dandy. 

Orpheum “Blank) (3.000; 10-25-40) | 
—Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Nancy | 
Drew’ (WB). Big newspaper ads 
helping to $9,000. swell. Last week 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and ‘Glam- 
our Girls’ (M-G), $7,500. fair. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) | 
—Wall Street Cowboy’ (Rep), ‘So- | 
ciety Smugglers’ (U) and ‘Outside | 
Walls’ (Col), first-run tripler, split | 
with ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO), ‘On 
Trial’ (FN) and ‘Each Dawn’ (FN), 
tripler. Aiming at $1,300, nice. Last 
week “Trapped (Col), first-run, 
‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ 


| (20th), tripler, split with ‘Inside In- 


formation’ (U), first-run, ‘Invitation 
Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Blondie’ (Col), | 
tripler, $1,200. good. 


‘CESTE’ STRONG $11,000. 
IN NINE PROV. DAYS 


Providence, Sept. 26. 
Though warm weather isn’t help- 
ing stands any, they're not complain- 
ing any too much since business is 
still slightly better than average 
Strand is holding up surprisingly 


run, 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-30 )— 
Avenue Girl (RKO?) and 
(RKO). Heavy ex- 
helping house to good 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) and ‘Inside Information’ 
(U), disappointing $6,000. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 


‘Spellbinder’ 
ploitati on 


50)—‘Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 
Look’ (20th) (2d run). Holding for 
nice $4,500. Last week, ‘Old Maid’ 
(WB) and ‘Everybody's Hobby’ | 


(WB) (2d run), good $4,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Chan’ (20th) and vaude. House | 
maintaining steady pace for. good | 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) | 
and vaude, average $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Drew | 
Staircase’ (WB). Paced for steady 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ 
(20th) and ‘Stop, Look’ (20th), bell- 
ringing $12,500. 

State (Loew? 
‘Thunder Afloat’ 


(3,200; 25-35-50)— 
(M-G? and ‘Five 
Little Peppers’ (Col). Current war 
interest helping this one to good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G) 
and ‘Trapped Sky’ (Col) (2d wk), 
swell $9,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par). Packed them in 
to tune of swell $9,000 in week’s run 
and good bet to close nine-day run 
with strong $11,000, 


| inside-dope-on-the-dames 


|in world premiere of 


linating ads 


lightish $12,800. 


| $10.500. 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

A straight pic spot is away out in 
front, beating both vauders by some 
$5,000, for first time in many weeks. | 
It's ‘The Women,’ ballied continu- 
ously for months, wallowing in 
critics’ raves and getting both the 
smart and the pop trade via its legit 


suceess here last season and clever 
promotion 
aimed openly at male trade. Ex- 
ample of latter was midnight pre-' 
view at Palace, at which gals had 
to buy the tickets to take their es- 


|corts in. 


Other new straight pic, ‘Fifth Ave- 
nue Girl,’ at Keith’s, also is propor- 
tionately better than two combo 
spots as compared to house averages. 
Of the fleshers, Capitol is ieading 
with all the emphasis on Larry Clin- 
ton’s orch to carry ‘Adventures of | 
Sherlock Holmes.’ Earle, in midst 


lof nice campaign on ‘What a Life,’ 


received word at last minute to toss 
‘Espionage | 


i Agent’ instead. Because of time ele- 


ment, preem was little more than a 
line above the ads. Whether perfect 
breaking of F.B.I. spy drive in daily 


| papers coincident with premiere will 
| have effect on present run is doubt- 


ful. At least, it hadn’t been felt up 


today (Tuesday). 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and 
vaude. Larry Clinton orch dom- 
and marquee for fair 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Thunder Afloat’ 
(M-G) and vaude, held to big $22,- 
000 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d run). Back down- 
town after two oke stanzas at Pal- 
ace and heading for big $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) (2d 
run), solid $5,000. 
Earle (WB) (2.216: 25-35-40-66) 


| ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and vaude. | 


No name vaude leaving it all up to 
pic, tossed in as world premiere on 
three days’ notice. Battling highly-.| 
ballied opposition for fair $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Angels Faces’ (WB) 


(1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO). Nice 
Last week, ‘Under-Pup’ 
(U), slipped slightly to still oke $8,- 
200. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Golden | 
Boy’ (Col) (2d run). Returns to! 
mainstem after oke week at Earle 
and seeking big $6,000. Last week) 


Keith’s (RKO) 


built to swell $5,300. 


Palace (Loew) 
‘Women’ (M-G). 


(2,242; 


men, with beautiful $22,000. 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par), 
average $11,500. 


below 


the high spots at good $5,200. First | 


third week got okay $2,000. Second | 


| 
| 


;ers at 15-20 cent scale. 


| 


‘All Quiet’ (U) (reissue) plus ‘Quick 
| Millions’ (20th), dual. 
| of war 
; running in Detroit Times, garnering 
with 
| time. 


| ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) 
| ‘Little Peppers’ (Col). 


| 55)—Rains Came’ 


again top the 


; er , _, | $7,000. Last week, very good $13,000. 
Old Maid’ (WB) (2d run) (2d wk’, | will hold for another fortnight. 


35-55 | ‘Conspiracy’ (RKO) and ‘Fighting 
Wowing the town.) Gringo’ 
thanks largely to bally aimed at ‘Hidden Power’ 
Last Midnight’ (Rep), second half. Nor- 


‘Career’ (RKO») and ‘Colorado Sun- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$390,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last .... $309,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘ALL 
REVIVAL 
DET. 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 

Good film lineup despite coupla 
holdovers. Infantile paralysis scare 
is over and biz is approaching boom 
proportions in auto plants. Reissue 
of ‘All Quiet on Western Front’ is 
getting nice play at the Adams; ditto 
on ‘The Women’ at United Artists 
and Louis-Pastor fite pix at the Fox, 
which is coupled with second stanza 
of ‘Rains Came.’ 


Madison, downtown spot formerly 
run under aegis of United Detroit 
chain, reopened last week on dual 
policy playing subsequent run flick- 
Now op- 


erated by indie group. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 


Resurrection 
flicker, serial of which is 
nice play and should come home 
around $6,000, best in long 
Last week, okay $5,300 for | 
(2d run) and| 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
(20th) (2d wk)! 
plus ‘Soldiers with Wings’ 
of Time) and Louis-Pastor fite film. | 
Latter holding up second sesh of | 


‘Rains’ for good $15,000, following | 
swell $25,500 first stanza, coupled | 


with ‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U). - | 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
30-40-55 )—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) plus | 
‘Our Leading Citizen’ (Par), dual. | 
Not too forte at $12,000. Last week, | 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Gla- 
mour Girls’ (M-G), woeful $9,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,-! 


000; 30-40-50)—‘Beau Geste’ (Par) | 
(2d run) and ‘Everybody’s Hobby’ | 
(WB), dual. Former moved here 
after two stanzas at United Artists; | 
headed for okay $5,500. Last sesh | 
poor $4,200 for ‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d run) (2d wk) and ‘Angelis 


Faces’ (WB). 

United Artists (United Detroit) | 
(2,000; 30-40-55)—Women’ (M-G). | 
Matinees surprisingly below expec- | 


tations, but nights big: figures for 
good $14,000 and _ holdover. Last | 
stanza, second, ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) 
pulled in okay $8,000 following nice | 


$15,000 first week. | 


Cincy Still Perking; | 
‘Fraud’-Grable-Roch. 
Head for Big $17,000 


| Third 


Cincinnati, Sept. 26. 
Cinema center is racking up its 
second successive trade tilt, reckon- 


| ‘Peppers’ 


| Should hit $11,200 on 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 
The heat wave has broken, but in 
its place have come gales and tor- 
rential rains. Latter registered five 
inches Sunday (24) and added con- 
siderably more on Monday. Prop- 


erty damage and loss of life ran high. 

Break in the heat is helping the 
picture b.o..s somewhat, though 
flooded streets and strong winds are 
naturally also keeping plenty of cus- 
tomers away. 

Best bet currently is the dual of 
‘Underpup’ and ‘Coast Guard,’ which, 
running day 'n’ date at the Pantages 
and RKO, is getting a big total of 
$22,200. Another profit-maker is 
‘The Women’s’ third week at the 
United Artists and Wilshire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
55)—‘Lady of Tropics’ (M-G) (2d 
week) and ‘Design for War,’ dual. 
As support feature for holdover 
stanza house is offering special fea- 
ture-length subject, made up of 
newsreels, shorts and March of 
Time, compiled and edited by Thorn- 
ton Sargent and Dave Fred. Stanza 
good for around $1,500. Last week, 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G), okay $1,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Rains Came’ (20th) 
and ‘Stop, Look, Love’ (20th), dual, 
(2d weck). Holdover of five days 
bringing neat $10,500 and puts house 
back to regular Wednesday open- 
ing. First week, big $16,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) and 
‘Everybody’s Hobby’ (WB), dual. 
Looks like weak $6,700. Last week, 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) second week, fair, 
$7,900. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Feathers’ (UA) (6th week). Hold- 
ing firm in final weeks and should 
bring neat $2,000 stanza; fifth week 
okay $2,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65 )—‘Espionage’ (WB) and ‘Every- 
body’s Hobby’ (WB), dual. Will have 
trouble reaching poor $7,000. Last 
week, second stanza ‘Old Maid’ (WB), 
okay $6,700. 

Orpheum (Bdwy,) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—Fighting Gringo’ (RKO) and 


| ‘Night Work’ (Par), dual and vaude- 


ville. Senator Murphy heading 
stage show, and with only one first 
run feature, ‘Gringo,’ biz not very 
healthy at around $6,500. Last 
week, second run program. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Underpup’ (U) and ‘Coast Guard’ 
(Col), dual. With little opposition 
from new arrivals boulevard house 


| is heading for excellent $11,200. Last 
| week, 


four-day holdover of ‘Golden 
Boy’ (Col) and ‘Little Peppers’ 
(Col), not very hot $3,200. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Geste’ (Par) and ‘Hero for Day’ 
(U) dual (3d week). Despite ter- 
rific rain remake holding exception- 
ally strong on third (final) stanza 


,and shouid add another $9,300 to al- 


ready lucrative gross. Second week 
around $11,500, very good. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55 )—‘Underpup’ 
(U) and ‘Coast Guard’ (Col), dual. 
Looks like big $11,000, due largely 
to numerous holdovers in downtown 
sector. Last week, four-day hold- 
over of ‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and 
(Col), just fair $3,300. 
State (looew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 


|75)—Rains Came’ (20th) and ‘Stop, 


Look, Love’ (20th) dual (2d week). 
five-day sec- 
back to 

Initial 


ond week, putting house 
regular Wednesday opening. 
seven days very big $19,100. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100: 30- 
40-55)—‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘News 
Made Night’ (M-G) dual (3d week). 
lap of five days adding an- 
other excellent $3,100; second week 
very good $4,300. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 


ing well for the autumn season. le ‘ , ‘ 
‘ 65 )—‘Wome (M-G) ‘News 
Shubert’s vaudfilm policy, which Made Night’ ‘dual (a 
got off to a fast start last week, is Day-dating with UA fi "ion 
hitting a higher mark currently to| ay 
. third week, looks okay $4,500. Sec- 


burg. This week’s 
combo is ‘Magnificient Fraud’ on the | 
screen and Betty Grable and Roches- | 


ond full stanza very good $6,800. 


ter sharing headline honors. 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ at the Palace | 
for eight days, and ‘Honeymoon in|} 
Bali,’ at Albee, are photo-finishing 
it for front money at the all-pic par- 
lors. Keith’s is getting above-par 
returns on ‘Thunder Afloat.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 
‘Bali’ (Par), All right at $11,000. 
Same last week on ‘Beau Geste’ 
a when b.o. slumped in last 
alf. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 


‘Rains Came’ (20th) (2d wk). Okay 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


half, and 
‘Flight 


first 
(Col) and 


(RKO), 


mal $1,800. Ditto last week on 


set’ (Rep), split with ‘Mutiny Black- 
hawk’ (U) and ‘Irish I.uck’ (Mono), 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G). Good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Women’ (M-G) (2d run), 
nice $4,500. 
Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Beau 


35-42 )— | Geste’ (Par). Transferred from Albee 


for second week. Poor $3,500. Last 


week, ‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d run), 
fair $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ (RKO), eight 


days. Very good $12,000. Last week, 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G), six days, sorry 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-60)— 
‘Magnificient Fraud’ (Par) and Betty 


Grable and Rochester co-starring 
stage show. Socke $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Speedway’ (WB) and Jan 


Garber’s band, in first week of vaud- 
film season &14 000 


| 
| | 
} 
| | 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


12 VARIETY 
came out. Actually ‘Espionage Mi tu R 
ESPIONAGE AGENT Agent,’ having only Joel McCrea as iInla re eviews 
Warner Bros. production and release. selling name, 
Stars Joel McCrea and Brenda Marshall; | Gjyen proper push it shou o we 
features Jeffrey Lynn and George Bancroft. t th a gts oes ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB). War 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Screen play by | 4t the pay itse ill k it headlines dramatized. Lots of 
Warren Duff, Michael Fessier, Frank Don- | The picture itself wi eep its aa ~~ d cade as 
aghue trom’ original by Robert Henry | audiences engrossed. Land, openings for, and n , 
Buckner; camera, Charles ao * At j ploitation. 
str week S v2, 1939. 
Sept. 22, 1 un DANCING CO ED ‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). Col- 
Brenda Ballard....se.ceees Brenda Marshall Pen grammer for key dual support. 
Lowell Jeffrey Lynn (WITH SONGS) < 
Dudley Garreit.......+- .-.George Bancroft Hollywood, Sept. 19 ‘Here I Am a Stranger’ (20th). 
Hamilton Stanley Ridges Olly wood, pt. Strong program drama will 
Dr. Rader. ..sccccovcsseees James Stephe nson | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Edgar 
Walter Forbes.........---Howard Hickman | selwyn preduction, Features Lana Turner, catch many top key spots for 
| Richard Carlson, Artie Shaw band, ‘ = nominal biz. 
Paul tobert O, Davis | pected by 8S. Sylvan Simon, Screenplay by 
Dr... HOW. ..scccoess Hans von Twardows'ty | Albert Mannheimer, based on story by Al- $1,000 a Touchdown (Par). 
Decker...... bert Treynor; camera, Alired Gilks; Joe E. Brown and Martha Raye 
pace Corvall. Addison Richards yw, Donn tiayes; dances, George ing; 
of SALE. Edwin Stanley Ward, David Snell. teamed in broad comedy. Pro 
| Previewed at W Sept. 19, bram supporter. 
Running time, 80 MINS. ‘Torchy Plays with Dynamite’ 
Thanks to shrewd a p Patty Lana Turner One of the better in this 
some of the dialog touches in/ Pug’ Braddock.....+.+++++ Richard Carlson : 
Espionage Agent’ about spies, neu- Eve. Ann reporter. Jane Wyman new lead. 
trality, aggressors, etc., sound like H. W. Workman, ... Thurston Hall ‘Calling All Marines’ (Rep). 
today’s headlines. This up-to-date-_ ‘Pops Marlow..... Espionage meller without name 
ness will be one of the assets of the May. Mary Field} draw, but okay dualer. 
- ' President Cavendish, ..Walter Kingsford ‘Everybody’s Hobby’ (WB). 
release. Theatre press | eee Mary Beth Hughes N f y i] y d 
get their teeth into the angles here. | james. June Preisser ew family comedy-drama may 
Good lurid exploitation possibilities | proressor Lange...........-Monty Woolley build into a possible boxoffice 
exist and should be worked for full Braddock... .++....ssseeeeeeee Chester Clute 


value. 
Superficially the picture resembles 


and may be thought of as a carbon drama with collegiate background 
of Warners’ earlier ‘Confessions of a will amply support in the duals and 


Nazi Spy.’ Actually it is a differ- 
ent corner of the international prob- 


lem. Much narrower in thesis and | 


approach and less controversial than 
‘Confessions,’ the final reel of ‘Agent’ 
is just another hokey-pokey mittel- 
europa express train melodrama. 
Although in this sequence ‘Agent’ is 
second-rate story-telling, the film as 
a whole passes muster for boxoffice 
due to the topical facets. 

Most people should find interest- 
ing the details given about the State 
Department, a division of the U. S. 
Government but little understood 
and necessarily shrouded in secrecy 
as a rule. Incidentally the picture 
glorifies the American consular 
service in a manner that will not 
strike all travellers as authentic. 
Nor will all tourists appreciate the 
opening sequence that makes them 
seem like silly, pompous, hysterical 

ests over whom the consular gentry 
oom as calm superior beings. Which 
may be a minor point only interest- 
ing in connection with whether the 
sequence reflects studio or state de- 
partment influence in this case. 


The plot stands up well enough, 
apart from the basic improbability 
that Congress only changed our laws 
on espionage, sabotage and interna- 
tional spying generally as a result 
of Joel McCrea and Brenda Mar- 
shall successfully grabbing a brief 
case full of Nazi-incriminating evi- 
dence from a Germany-bound train. 


The dramatic situation of a career 
man in the State’ Department sud- 
denly discovering his much-loved 
bride is or has been a German-em- 
ployed spy is a nice fictional twist. 
The picture has a certain freshness 
of this kind despite any criticisms, 
some of which would be justified, 
that many of its mechanics are 
pretty old. 


Indeed the story suggests that the 

‘ . State Department = and 
diplomacy in general, when treated 
with this sort of semi-realism, has 
the makings of absorbing entertain- 
ment. Following a technique now 
well advanced by Warners, the con- 
tinuity mixes in liberal stretches of 
what seems like educational, newsreel 
or magazine clips. Much of the ac- 
tion takes place in the halls and 
chambers of the State Department, 


and one of the characters is the 
Secretary of State. There is con- 
siderable official-sounding wunder- 


scoring of basic principles of Yan- 
kee foreign policy. 


The character of Joel McCrea’s | 
mother, the widow of a career diplo- | 
mat, is one of the most provocative | 


in the film. As played by Nana 
Bryant in quiet, slightly faded aris- 
tocratic elegance, and for the role 
itself, it may be said it suggests all 


sorts of dramatic values this story | 


did not develop. Miss Bryant is one 
of various new or semi-new faces in 


the cast and she makes an excellent | 


addition to Hollywood’s gallery of 
character actresses. 

Most attention will be focused 
upon the lead, Brenda Marshall, who 
shows up quite strongly throughout, 
although the picture is long on plot 


rather than characterization. George | 
sort of combined | 


Bancroft as a 
Maurice Hindus-Ed Murrow-Floyd 
Gibbons chap serving American 
journalism and radio from the Eu- 
ropean scene is one of the 


bit for Bancroft. 


Compared to ‘Confessions’ the 


German villainy is subdued in this | 


release. Few hissing opportunities 
are provided by the story. It is a 


‘Confessions,’ 
ut with the punches not aiming for 
knockout conviction. It will scarcely 


| Carlson as good material for atten- 


picture’s | through gene ing 
up-to-date touches although a mere | biz. 


please the Nazi machine, however, 
to have the Black Tom and other in- 


dustrial sabotage cases of the last 


war so dramatically recalled to mind 


at this time. 


Plot rotates about Nazi 
efforts to gain possession of the in- 
dustrial mobilization facts concern- 


ing the U.S.A. with a view to dyna- 


miting the key centres of American 
mechanization when and as sig- 


nalled from Berlin. 


The production is okay and the 
performances smooth if not very me- 
The time ele- 
ment may actually be better now 
‘Confessions’ 


morable in any case. 


than was true when 


This light and amusing comedy- 


|moderately satisfy the family and 


,younger generation. Inclusion of 
Artie Shaw and his swing aggrega- 
tion near the finish will attract the 
jivers and rug-cutters for some 
added biz. 

‘Dancing Co-Ed’ is amply set up 
in story, script, direction and gen- 
eral performances to provide better 
than average program entertainment. 
Intended as a showcase in studio’s 
efforts to build up Lana Turner 
(which it neatly accomplishes), pic- 
ture focuses attention on Richard 


tion as a juvenile lead; Ann Ruther- 
ford as something more than ado- 
lescent romance for Mickey Rooney 
in the ‘Judge Hardy’ series; and 
highlights a fine straight perform- 
ance by Leon Errol. 

Story has its foundation on a film 
press agent stunt. Roscoe Karns 
launches a nationwide contest to 
seek a dancing co-ed as lead in a 
| forthcoming picture. Miss Turner is 


money-making series, 

‘Chicken Wagon’ Family’ 
(20th). Implausible story handi- 
caps this Jane Withers program- 
mer. Strictly for the nabes. 

‘Man They Could Not Hang’ 
(Col). Fetching title for a Kar- 
loff horror item of moderate 
menace. Okay programmer. 

‘Riders of Black River’ (Col). 
Under average western starring 
Charles Starrett. 

‘Torpedoed’ (FA). Timely ma- 
terial in which the British navy 
does its stuff. English-made. 
Good dualer b.o. 

‘Madamemoiselle Ma Mere’ 
(Indie). Danielle Darrieux in 
French bedroom farce; an earlier 
and weaker effort. 

‘En Kvinnas Ansikte’ (Scan). 
Stars Ingrid Bergman, excel- 
lently directed and produced, 
with good siory. 

‘On His Own’ (Amk). Tire- 
some essay on Maxim Gorky’s 
further quest for book learning; 
looks like early-Soviet vintage. 


| planted in a college to be ultimate 
| winner, and is accompanied to the | 
school by Karns’ secretary, Miss | 
| Rutherford. Carlson, reporter on | 
school paper, in trying to uncover | 
plant, falls in love with Miss Turner. 
After a rather involved campus mix- 
up, Ann Rutherford wins the pic- 
ture contract. 

S. Sylvan Simon’s direction is 
crisp, moving his story along at a 
good pace. Comedy and dramatic 
situations are dovetailed neatly, with | 
romance between Miss Turner and | 
Carlson sufficiently blended into the | 
composite whole. Both Miss Turner 
and Carlson display screen person- 
alities and acting capabilities that 
will augur much for them in pic- 
tures. Lee Bowman, Thurston Hall, 
Roscoe Karns and Mary Field in 
support are good, Karns grooved as 
the breezy press agent. 

Songs are chiefly confined to the 
Shaw band’s jive sessions, being his 
own arrangements of a flock of pops. 
The two original numbers are titled 
‘Stealin’ Apples’ and ‘Racket 
Rhythm.’ Lana Turner and Lee 
Bowman’s dance routines (staged by 
George King) are restricted to the | 
band background interludes. 


Here I Am a Stranger 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


20th-Fox release of Harry Joe Brown 
| production. Stars Richard Greene; fea- | 
| tures Richard Dix, Brenda Joyce, Roland | 


Young, Gladys George, Directed by Roy | 
Del Ruth. Screenplay by Milton Sperling 
and Sam Hellman, based on story by Gor- 
don Malherbe Hillman; camera, Arthur Mil- 
ler; editor, Louis Loeffler. Previewed at 


| Westwood Village, Sept. 20, ’39 Running | 
time, 8L MINS, 
| Duke Allen. meichard Dix | 
| Simpson Daniels...... eecceses Brenda Joyce | 
Protemsor Roland Young 
| CIATA... Gladys George | 
| Lillian Bennett.......... Katharine Aldrich | 
James K. Paulding......«.... George Zucco | 
i d. Bennett..,.<¢ Henry Kolker 


Robert Shaw 
|] Robert Kellard 
-Charles Wilson 


College Students. 
Managing Editor. 


Jan Dugean | 
Harry Hayden | 


‘Here I Am a Stranger’ is a neatly 
concocted drama that will carry 


Topline names of Richard 
|Greene, Richard Dix and Roland 
| Young may be strong enough for 
marquee dressing in many key spots 
to rate it headline brackets; other- 
wise it will carry through in the de 
luxers as a strong program sup- 
porter. In the subsequents and fam- 
lly circuits, name trio can carry it 
through without difficulty. Story is 
geared for general audience appeal. 
Title a handicap. 

Added to a persuasive feminine ap- 
peal of a mother’s sacrifice to obtain 
educational advantages for her son, 
there’s a strong pull in the boy’s at- 
traction and regard for his way- 
ward father to catch attention of 
male audiences. Double-edged in- 
terest is competently displayed in a 
good script, deft direction by Roy 
Del Ruth, and excellent perform- 
ances by the principals. 


|; at Alexander, Glendale, Sept. 


Prolog, establishing Richard Dix 
as a too frequent elbow-bender 


which forces his wife to leave with 
her child, is rather confusing and 
out of pace with main portion of the 
yarn, Looks like sequence was 
tacked on the front end after pic- 
ture was completed. 

During intervening years’ wife 
(Gladys George) marries wealth to 
assure her son’s education and fu- 
ture. Son, Richard Greene, matricu- 
lates at college, where his father was 
an all-American, and still is a hero 
in school history. Greene finally un- 
covers his father in Boston and, 
through parental respect, provides 
Dix with motive to dig in and make 
a success. When faced with a crisis, 
Greene turns to Dix for help, with 
final punch of mother’s sacrifice of 
giving up the son to allow him to go 
to the father for guidance. 

Greene lifts his popularity several 
notches with a fine characterization 
as the youth torn between mother- 
love and father-admiration. Dix, 
however, dominates the picture with 
a vigorous performance as_ the 
father who is regenerated by his son. 
Roland Young is in great form as a 
forgetful and dreamy college prof, 
and sustains audience interest mate- 
rially in the college campus se- 
quences. Giadys George is capable 
and sympathetic as ‘the ascrificing 
mother. Russell Gleason is promi- 
nent as an impecunious student, and 
Brenda Joyce satisfies as the roman- 
tic interest. 

‘Here I Am a Stranger’ is an all- 
around good piece of program fare 
of higher bracket rating for its class. 
Roy Del Ruth’s direction gets the 


| best out of players and script, and 


highlights many humanly interesting 
incidents. Production guidance by 
Harry Joe Brown shows competent 
supervision. 


$1,000 A TOUCHDOWN 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Paramount release of William C. Thomas 
production, Stars Joe E, Brown and 
Martha Raye, Directed by Tames Hogan. 
Original and screenplay by Delmar Daves; 
camera, William Mellor; editor, Chandler 
House; asst. director, Harry Scott; song, 
Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin. Previewed 
22, °39. Run- 
ning time, 71 MINS, 

Marlowe Mansfield Booth..... Joe E. Brown 
Martha Madison...... Mhartha Raye 
Betty Susan Hayward 


Bill Anders. Hartley 
Mr. George McKay 
Popcorn Vendor........ Tom Dugan 


_Par’s ‘$1,000 a Touchdown’ is a 
lightweight programmer that will 
carry adequately as a supporter in 
the duals. It’s a hokey and innocu- 
ous comedy that secures laughs from 
elemental and obvious situations 
aimed at the family and juve trade. 
Picture teams Joe E. Brown and 
Martha Raye, giving it certain 
marquee strength in the secondary 
houses. Brown does his regular rou- 
tines including broad grimaces and 
stumbles, which are familiar to film 
audiences. 

Story is slight and not to be taken 


seriously. It’s a framework on which 
to hang series of gags and situations. 
Miss Raye, inheriting a university 
without an endowment, is assisted 
by Brown in transforming it into a 
dramatic college. When students fail 
to enroll, Miss Raye rounds up a 
football squad to give the school 
publicity. Without an advance grid 
schedule, team finally plays a pro 
team, with Miss Raye giving the 
latter squad $1,000 for each touch- 
down allowed her college 11. Brown 
goes into the game as a substitute in 
the last few minutes of the game for 
a slap-happy play that wins the 
game, 

Miss Raye sings one song, ‘Love 
with a Capital U,’ and does as well 
as she can with the limited material 
at hand. Brown's portrayal is stereo- 
typed, with supporting cast adequate 
for background. James Hogan's di- 
rection is okay, and after getting 
over slow opening, swings through a 
consistent pace to the football game 
finale. 


Torchy Plays 


Dynamite 


Warner Bros. production and ‘release. 
Features Jane Wyman, Allen Jenkins, Tom 
Kennedy, Sheila Bromley, Directed by Noel 
Smith, Screenplay by Earle Snell and 
Charles Belden froin original by Scott Lit- 


With 


tleton; based on characters created by 
Frederick Nebel; dialog director, Harry 
Seymour; editor, Harold MclLernon: cam- 
era, Arthur L. Todd. At Strand, Brook- 
lyn, week Sept. 21, ‘30, dual, Running 
time, 59 MINS, 
Lt. Steve McBride. ...........- Allen Jenkins 
‘Jackie’ McGuire...........Sheila Bromley 
Cunningham 
Denver Eddile........ Eddie Marr 
GIMMONE, Edgar Deering 
Inspector Mc'Tavish......... Frank Shannon 
Bruce MacFarlane 
Police Court Judge... ..- Aldrich Bowker 
First Reporter........ John Ridgely 
Second Reporter...... 60664 Larry Williams 
Bone Crusher. Tiny Roebuck 
The Crusher’'s Handler........ Pat Flaherty 
Book Store Nat Carr 
Torchy, the demon femme _ re- 
porter, goes through another ex- 


citing experience with mobsters in 
her latest screen meller. ‘Torchy 
Plays with Dynamite’ is more in- 
triguing, plausible and gripping than 
recent films in this series, 


Allen’ Jenkins her detective 
sweetheart also promises much. 
Pair work smoothly together, with 
Jenkins, usually seen in gangster 


as 


r ‘ i ar > 
oles, faking the part of a mobster | - cries, 


in order to capture the much-sought 
bank robber. 

In an effort to land a good yarn 
and help her detective sweetheart 
win a reward, Torchy gets herself 
jailed for 11 months so as to win 
the confidence of the mobster’s moll. 
Scheme works, the pair slip out of 
the workhouse and ‘Denver’ Eddie is 


jnveigled by his unsuspecting sweetie 


into visiting her. 

Miss Wyman circumvents 
temptations to overact, and 
her romance with the detective 
lieutenant realistic. Sheila Brom- 
ley, as a gunmoll, shows promise of 
developing. Tom Kennedy, pro- 
viding most of the lighter moments, 
is the likeable aide to the detective 
officer. Joe Cunningham makes his 
city editor lifelike, being a fugitive 
from a real city room. Eddie Marr 
is sinister enough as the bank rob- 
ber, while Frank Shannon, Edgar 
Deering, Bruce MacFarlane and AIl- 
drich Bowker head a lengthy sup- 
porting cast. 

Noel Smith's direction is 
with suspense well maintained. 

Wear, 


Calling All Marines 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer 
production. Features Helen Mack, Donald 
Barry, Wurren Hymer, Robert Kent, Di- 
rected by John A. Auer. Screenplay, Earl 
Fenton from original by Harrison Carter; 


any 
makes 


keen, 


camera, Ernest Miller; editor, Ernest 
Nims; music, Cy Feuer. Reviewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., Sept. 21, '39. Rune 
ning time, 67 MINS, 

ads Warren Hymer 
Marvin Fox.... Robert Kent 
-.-- Leon Ames 
Col, Vincent................Selmer Jackson 
SMUG... James Flavin 


‘Marines’ is a fair second-grade 
turnout built around a plot that’s 
been used often. Tells the story of 
a toughie who joins the U. S. Ma- 
rines against his will and is won 
over to a love of the service and 
appreciation for right and wrong. 
For the dual trade. 

Donald Barry, in the part of the 
young mobster who's hired by an 
international spy ring to hijack plans 
for a new aerial torpedo being de- 
veloped by Army engineers, and 
who joins the service to be closer 
to his objective, handies himself okay, 
but is inclined to overplay his part 
throughout. He tries hard to emu- 
late the Cagney style of treating a 
‘nobody scares me’ role in the early 
reels, and his gradual transition to 
appreciation of the meaning and 
principle of being a Marine, isn’t as 
convincing as it could have been. 
Too, direction allows him to shift 
allegiance so many times and with 


| 


| 


| 


such fervor it’s confusing to an au- 
dience. 

Barry appropriates entrance pa- 
pers of a yokel to get him into the 
service because his police record 
would nullify his own attempt. He 
steals the plans he’s after and when 
everything looks rosy the yokel re- 
turns and accuses him, he's nabbed 
and jailed. Gang gets him out of 
the brig by force to put him on the 
spot to shut him up. He gets away 
from the gang and helps the Army 
round up the mob and save the 
day. Then he becomes a good Ma- 
rine and clinches with Helen Mack 
for the fade. 

Finale, wherein Barry helps Ma- 
rines and an Army _ detachment 
frustrate the attempts to steal a model 
aerial torpedo in place of the plans 
he failed to deliver, will help sate 
the appetite of action lovers. It’s 
a gun fight in the hills culminating 
in the blowing up of the torpedo and 
the destruction of the gang. Barry 
sneaks in and sets the contraption’'s 
controls so that it explodes, thereby 
restoring himself to the good graces 
of Government officials and Miss 
Mack. 

Romantic side is treated lightly 
throughout. Robert Kent plays 
Helen Mack’s non-com brother who's 
always a_ source of friction for 
Barry, which is wiped out by the 
latter rescuing him from a burning 
Army transport. 

Others in support okay, 
notably Warren Hymer, who _ is 
Barry's gang pard and who rescues 
him from the gang when it attempts 
to take him for a ride. then aiding 
in the final capture. Camera work, 
especially in the finale gun fight and 
scenes of the test flight of the aerial 
torpedo, rates a nod. 


EVERYBODY’S HOBBY 


release of First National 
production Features Irene Kich, Henry 
O'Neill, Jackie Moran, Aldrich BKowker. 
Directed by William McGann, Screenplay 


Warner Bros. 


by Kenneth Gamet and William W. Brocke 
way, from original by Brockway; editor, 
Frank Magee; dialog director, Arthur Ripe 
ley; camera, Sid Hickox. At Fox, Brooke 


lyn, week Sept. 28, on double bill, Rune 
ning time, 56 MINS, 


Tom Leslie...... .. Henry O'Neill 
Robert Leslle....... ackie Moran 
Uncle Bert Leslie.........-Aldrich Bowker 
Bunny..css Peggy Stewart 

Albert Morin 

Captain Ogden....... Mower 
Murphy. Te Don Rowan 


This latest Warner comedy-drama 
has the makings of a new family 
While the initial effort is far 
from pretentious, ‘Everybody's Hob- 
by’ indicates splendid possibilities if 
the same intriguing formula can be 
retained. Picture is vivid enough to 
whet the public appetite for others 
along the same lines, despite several 
other family series in the field. 

Presence of Irene Rich, who has 
gathered a new rep from radio 
sketches, and Henry O'Neill go far 
in making the film worthwhile. No 
other outstanding names, yet the 
characters have been well picked, 
even down to the minor players. 

The familiar fable about the head 
of the family who is about to lose 
his job, in this case a managing edi- 
tor who is swept aside when a syn- 
dicate takes over a small-city sheet, 
gains interest because of the nicety 
in developing the hobbies of mem- 
bers of his household. It turns out 
that the hobbies pay off in full when 
the sole opponent of the hobby fad, 
Papa Tom Leslie, takes to candid 
cameraing. 

Director William McGann takes 
enough time to build each indi- 
vidual’s hobby without losing sight 
of the battle confronting the head of 
the family at his office. The more 
implausible heroics been 
blended with tactful performances. 

Irene Rich makes an attractive 
matron, the wife of the managing 
editor and head of the Leslie tribe. 
Henry O'Neill is convincing even in 
his more enthusiastic moments. Ald- 
rich Bowker, as his brother, makes 
something of a humorous, indolent 
character. Jackie Moran, the son, 
heads the support while Jean Sharon 


\is good as the youthful sister who 


goes for romantic phonograph rec- 
ords. Nat Carr, Sidney Bracey, 
Peggy Stewart and Fredric Tozere 
are also interesting types. 
Scripting of Kenneth Gamet and 
William W. Brockway is strong. 
Wear, 


Chicken Wagon Family 


(WITH SONGS) 


20th-Fox production and release, Fea- 
tures Jane Withers, Leo Carrillo, Marjorie 
Weaver, Spring Byington, Kane Richmond. 
Directed by Herbert I, Leeds. Screenplay, 
Viola Brothers Shore; story, Barry Bene- 
field; camera, Edward Cronjager; 
Fred Allen; music, Samuel Kavylin. At 
Lincoln, Lincoln, duai, Running time, 
81 MINS, 
Addie Jane Withers 
COCO, Marjorie Weaver 
Spring Byington 
Kane Richmond 
Cavanaugh 
MacFadden 


Mostly a strain on Jane Withers’ 
audiences will be the report for 
‘Chicken Wagon Family,’ which hes 
a lot of trouble, through no fault of 
its cast, amounting to anything. 
Basically, the story is a hieh reach 

(Continued on page 14) 
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role of the newspaper scribbler and 
ee is a happy choice. She clicks nicely. 
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Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


SECOND WEEK 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


BUSINESS SENSATIONAL! 


... First four days indicate another RKO RADIO 
BIG ONE shooting up into that charmed circle of 
$100,000-a-week hits! ... Hailed by a nation-wide 
chorus of the most lavish critical praise ever accorded 
a picture, this story that shocked the world is all set 
for more big openings this week and next! 


H. B. WARNER SOPHIE STEWART MARY HOWARD ROBERT cooTe 


| 
| 

| 

Producedand “irected by HERBEKR!I WILUUA® Screen Play by Michael Hogan | 
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14 VARIETY 


Chicken Wagon Family 


| 1 | good business in thi t stly | di th 
’ te all those responsible might net a profit over the rental | good business in this country, mostly | are more ordinary than usual. Sevy- 
P | nick. te the fact that Romero has as- | eral nicely photographed scenes are 


As Dr. Savaard, he has invented a| Recently there were two’ major,sembled an Argentine all-star cast, | lost in the welter of insipid story de- 

: mechanical contrivance that sus- | heavyweight contests within five days | including nearly every one of the | velopment. Quaint Soviet songs are 
(Continued from page 12) ; : ; k. First was the | younger players who has made some | dragged in by the forelock with 

pends life during which an operation | outside ot New York. First wa: ely ger play ’ age y elock without 

for subject matter, a team of mules, | may be performed under more satis- | upset battle between Tony Galento | sort of a name in local production. much excuse, although frequently 
a covered wagon, and a bunch of factory conditions, with life restored | and Lou Nova in Philadelphia Sept. | {ts chances abroad are limited, be- | tuneful. Wear. 


Louisiana backwooders hardly able | at will. While he is experimenting 15. Films were taken of 
i j in his labora- | yj st bat not enoug e€a- Which makes a 
to fit or cope with Times Squarc | and has a subject dead in his | Eine contest eign audiences, even with sub-titles. | EN KVINNAS ANSIKTE 


| 
traffic, even as an_ exploitation | tory, the police break in and refuse | tres cared to book the pictures which 
stunt. to permit him to try to bring his! up to early this week had not been | It is destined for the Spanish-speak- (‘A Woman's Face’) 
It’s about a foursome, of French | human guinea pig back to life. He |released. Some doubt, too, if the | wg, sounirion, where it will do fairly (SWEDISH-MADE) 
be | ti ser in| W Seandinavis releas f A. B. Svens 
extraction, who rove ‘the bayou|is convicted of murder, and hung, | Billy Conn-Melio Bettina scrap in | Story deals with the life of young | preduction, —'Stass\ Ingrid Berginan, bis 


|but a trusted scientist-assistant gets | Pittsburgh Monday 
208 She ies snd | Karloff’s carcass and, after patching | the New York screen either. _ 
up the busted neck, returns him to| The title event last week in De- | modern apartment. 
He then lures the jury, /troit between Joe Louis and Bob / ing shown of their actual studies, 

|but at the commencement Pepita 


by Gustaf Molander. Screenplay 
ay, 
| girl students who live together in a Goesta Stevens; adapted from French play 


There is noth- | by branceis de Croisset; camera, Ake 
Dahiquist, At the 48th St., N. Y., week 
sept. Running time, 100 MINS, 


unsuspecting whites of their poultry | 


for a few colored beads. Head of! ¥ 
a| his feet. 


have been one of the kind Grover 


the family is Leo Carrillo, who is 
‘cht | judge, d.a. and others into his house | pastor ranked as a better exhibition i ioe, . .., 
with the intent to murder them all. pet but, despite the fact that the | Serrador is shown as the leader 
fill an inside straight. Jane Withers, | Several suffer that fate until Karloff | contender put up a courageous battle, | 4 movement among the group te 
his oun est daughter votes with himself again takes the death count. |New York fans do not seem to be | !28 to put women on an equal oot- Herman. ...scresceceseeses Magnus. Kesster 
finally Plot is inconsistent with the deep impressed. They probably remem- | ing with the strong Sex, and she Gosta Cederlund 
bel He $217 interest of Karloff in promoting life | per when Pastor ran backwards at affirms that there can_ be such ST Rydeberg 
oon WHE.) by his discovery to deliberately turn Madison Square Garden when first | thing as platonic friendship. First | Barring......... oven 
Spring Byington, has saved for in the end. The unex- S'\rift appears when one of the | Gunnar Sjoberg 
tr N York. M Weaver meeting Louis and put it down as r 
trip to New York. arjorie | anues pected and implausible revenge | 16 of those things regardless of fa- | Students, Alicia Barrie, daughter es atin vereees Hilda Borgstrom 
doesn’t jell, but Karloff turns in his | press accounts. of a rich family, decides to abandon | atin 
mother chafes at the bit to Jump the usual good performance. His daugh- | rounds are shown but short- | her home and live in the apartment | Sigurd Wallen 
neinee” for the main drag o an-ilter is pares moderately well by ened to highlight ue portions when with her friends. At the same time, | Georg Mark........... 000.220 Lror Bugler 
Lorna Gray, while the nurse, Ann | pout is exciting, if not surprising Alicia Vignoli complaining of her | 
Family finally makes the metrop- | Doran, also is satisfactory. Romantic |». citer the early knockdowns lack of means and life of drudgery, | (In| Swedish; with English Titles) 
olis—mules, wagon, and all. Jane/| interest, not strongly impressed, re- Paster locked anwyihing but. on g.] | declaring that the only way to study En Kvinnas Ansikte’ is one of 
figures them into an abandoned fire- | volves around Miss Gray and Rob- ‘ Hi t nf won the fifth | Properly is to have wealth and ease. | those pleasant surprises that oc- 
house, with the help of the cop on/ert Wilcox, doing a reporter. Char, | 80° ‘4 - bing Lith nd may have | CoMflicts between the girls and their casionally finds its way into one of 
the beat, Kane Richmond. Must », B50 he boy friends, and jealous spasms | the Broadway sidestreet theatres 
TORPEDOED a shade in the : was there | when complicated versions of the old | catering to foreign films. Starring 


Whalen talked to about courtesy to 
yokels, because he has more patience 
with outlanders thar most of the 
NYC pavement-pounders. production. Features H. B. Warner, Rob- 
Comedy is dependent on Carrillo | ert Douglas, Richard Cromwell, 

. : Terry, Noah Beery, Esme Percy. Directec 

and his amorous war, long since past | },y Norman Walker. From story, ‘Barti- 
but still remembered, with his! meus’ (ne author credit); adaptation, Ger- 
cousin, Hobart Cavanaugh, who runs | ald Elliott; | editor, Winifred Cooper; pho- 
a store. Romance is a nebulous tography, Claude Friese-Greene. At Globe, 
thing in the flick—there’s the moth- 


(ENGLISH-MADE) 


Film Alliance release of Herbert Wilcox 


N. Y.. week Sept. 23, '39. Running time, 
66 MINS, 


_er’s memory, and faintly hinted Mar- | Mr. Brent.............++++-+- H. B. Warner 
jorie Weaver-Kane Richmond affair. | Markham........ 
Latter i stalled most of the wa | Bill Armstrong........ -.. Richare Crom we 
La S st Or Hazel Terry 
into the pic until Marjorie gets President............ Beery 
new dress, and she won't be seen | Rebel 

As Jane’s pic, she’s had many 4 Rebel Gunnery Officer......... Henry Victor 
great deal better. She flares with 


animation when dueting on _ the The subject matter of this British- 
opening with Carrillo in ‘Daughter , made being timely, the title of ‘Tor- 
of Mademoiselle,’ a reclaim from the | pedoed’ has supplanted ‘Our Fighting 
Gypsy Rose Lee ‘Battle of Broad- | Navy,’ as originally prevailed. Her- 
way.’ Rest of the time she’s haltered. | bert Wilcox is the producer and 
It’s a struggle for Spring Byington. | British suppression of a rebellion in 
who jumps out of the Jones hrood a mythical tropic country by resort 
and takes a lesson in pidgeon|to armed force is the basis for the 
French, but she manages. | story. In many ways, the picture 

Nabes and second runs, with oc- js strongly propagandic but no com- 
casional duals, will write best ledger , plaint will be raised about that. The 
marks. Barn. | b.o. potentialities are fairly prom- 

ising. 


Riders of Black River 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Charles Starrett; features Iris Meredith, 
Dick Curtis. Directed by Norman Demin:s. 
Story, Ford Beebe; adaptation, Bennett R. 
Cehen; editor, William Lyon; photogranhy, | H. 


|therefor is given. The British pro- 
ducer, now making films for RKO 


should be of value. Included are 
B. Warner, Richard Cromwell 


George Meehan, ‘entre N. Y. { 
Sent and Noah Beery, all of whom turn in 
MINS. good performances. 
Wade Charles Starrett | Production excellence is attained | 
Meredith not only through the highly inter- 
Terry | esting views of British naval ac- 
Bob Nolan, tivity and a sham battle, but also as 
Bayes /result of a good musical score and 
Forrest Taylor Gjaude Friese-Greene, over the cam- 


Sons of the Pioneers | . 
eas |era crew, has obtained some excel- | 


Made in the most routine manner, !ent shots and his trick photography | 
‘Riders of Black River’ is a stock , is _impressive. 
western of familiar plot and back-| In some respects “‘Torpedoed’ re- 
ground. It’s a Charles Starrett e::- | flects carelessness on the part of the 
hibit not quite up to standard. producer, director or technical aides. 
Some songs are included in the’) Whenever any liquor is served, for 
action but the tunes about riding the _ instance, it’s always too obvious that 
renge are somewhat mal apropos in it’s uncolored water. And those toy- 
view of the mountainous back-/| type pistols some of the rebels use 
grounds, _are a little unexpected. Moreover, 
Cattle rustling serves as the basis | While in some ways the battle scene 
for the action, with Starrett. aj} between an insurgent battleship and 
former Texas ranger, returning to | the British cruiser, at close range, con- 
his home town to learn that a bad | stitutes effective action, it is carried a 
band of sagebrush babies are gettin® | 
the heroine in ticklish circumstances. some of the bursting shells seem to 
She's Iris Meredith, Starrett’s faith- | have about the same force as a July 
ful opposite, and she’s in the middle 4 firecracker. The torpedoing scene, 
of everythin-e. | however, is highly actionful and the 
Heavy is the familiar Dick Curtis, explosion which follows looks like 
® very menacing type. Others in- | the real thing. 
clude Stanley Brown, a _ misled! Too much small talk and a ten- 
young man; Bob Nolan, Francis 
Sayes, Edmund Cobb and Forrest 
Taylor, plus the Sons of the Pioncers. 


importance to the action. slows up 
the picture. Otherwise, the interest 


Char. is well held. 

Beery steals acting honors as pres- 

ident of what apparently is 
The Man They Could Not Sovth American or Central Ameri- 
can republic, and his utter com- 
Pm Hang placency in the face of rebellion 
Columbia release of Irving Rriskin pre- | #28ainst him imparts to the role, as 
@uction. Stars Boris Karloff: fe-tures | Played by Beery, a lightness of touch 
te — Wilcox, Roger Pryor. | that makes it stand out against the 

! Yorn ee y 

Mick ‘Grinds, standardized performance that War- 


Brown; editor, Wiliam Lvon; photography, | always gives. Warner never 


ne ‘ =, At Criterion, N. yY.. | seems to vary, but again he is good. 
Mixes,’ 7 ‘39 Running time: Robert Douglas, as captain of a 
Dr. Henryk Boris Koriort | British _ cruiser, also achieves a 
Janet .-...Lorna Grav | Smooth job., Cromwell is on the ro- 
Wileox mantic end with Hazel Terry op- 
Lieutenant posite. Latter is an ingratiating type 
Hotty Ceawiards Ann Doren | Of considerable charm and poise. A 


| very fine character etching is that of 
Esme Percy, rebel leader. 


Dr. De Stephani 
Judge Bowman.........Charles Trowhbrid-e 


| “Obviously, the way to sell “Tor- 
WALKING. .rccvcesescssereseseeed James Craiz | pedoed’ is along the lines of seeing 
Sutton...... spukeretsukebsceaie John Tyrrell | Britain in action. Char. 


Boris Karloff looks less menacing 
than he has been in the past, but 
while he is a complacent, kindly | 
type of charecter a part of the wav 
in ‘The Man They Could Not Hang,’ 
he ends up on a rather sinister note. 
A nrogrammer that should do fairly 
well if not spotted too high in the 
dating. More than the average sup- 
port may he exvected when booked : 
as the No. 2 feature on duals. | ing disappointingly at this populous 

As a scientist who is endeavoring | spot at 42nd and Broadway. Pro- 
to discover the secret of restoring | jection schedule calls for showings 
life to the dead. he is a highly sym- | every two hours during the after- 
pathetic figure for about half of the | noon, night and into early morning 
dictonre then gnee vengefil under ' with the idea that frequent srindings 


Joe Lovis and Rob Pastor for heavy- 
weight championship staged in the Stadium, 
Detroit, Sent. 20, °39; Banner Pictures, 
Inc. (Jack Dietz). At Rialto, N. Y., Sept. 
25, °39. Running time, 28 MINS, 


It’s a very good film recording, 
as fight pictures go, but draw- 


release in America, employed a cast | 


‘that is largely American and that) at the same time. 


that the Champion Louis said he 
would take Pastor in the following 
round. Down went Pastor early in 
the llth and he was counted out on 
his knees, shaking his head in an 
effort to clear away the dizziness. 
Every knockdown is shown to have 
resulted from a right hand wallop. 
Cameramen were on the job with 
slow motion clips, it being figured 
that Pastor might go out in the early 
rounds. He went down four times in 
the first round and was on the deck 
again in the second. After the third 
the contender from New York Uni- 
versity seemed to get better and the 
crowd was velling with excitement 
when he cuffed the vaunted colored 
knocker-outer in the eighth. In the 
last five rounds Pastor continuously 
opened and closed his mouth like a 
fish gasping out of water. He danced 
around quite a bit and displayed bet- 
ter footwork, the showing being far 


‘above their previous encounter. 


Fight was caught at close quarters, 


| angle 


| 


the battlers 


| 
| 


| 


| photographed 


little too far with slight damage and | 


dency to loiter over details of un-| 


LOUIS-PASTOR FIGHT 


two cameras bcing used, one at an 
directly from the working 
No lon* shots, and the faces 
are more clearly 
shown than in most fight films. After 


press. 


Wilcox had the cooperation of the | the knockout. Sam Taub, the radio 
British navy and appropriate credit | announcer, climbed into the ring and 


had Louis talk though a micronhone, 
the chamnp’s comment going on the 
air and being recorded on the film 
Some of what he 
said is not easily heard but it was 
a good stunt. 

At the Rialto it was stated that the 
only fight nicture that drew real coin 
was gotten with the Louis-G2lento 
affair early in the summer. Ibee. 


Soviet Russia Today 
(‘USSR on the Screen’) 


lengthy documentary film. I’s well 
and deftly narrated 
|excepting when two unbilled femmes 
| try their voices. Male commenta- 
|tion is uniformly strong, even i 
| drippingly sweet on thc present-day 
Russian enterprise. 

| Film is too long. It holds appeal 
| only for those interested in the 
| Soviet cause, being suited for spots 
| where such an audience is available. 
| Subject devicts 80th Congress of 
| the Communist Party in early pas- 
sages, with Stalin welcoming child 
| student on his desk. Narrator claims 
| that in the Socialist system there is 
| ‘yearnin~ for education among the 
| masses.” At another point he says 
| that ‘want is unknown to students,’ 


| with scene showing folding money 


being given out to pupils. Wear. 


Muchachas Que Estudian 


(‘College Girls’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Scngs) 
Buenos Aires, Sept. 20. 


songs, Francisco Lomuto. At Monumental, 
Buenes Aires. Running time 80 MINS, 
6 Merry Dormal 
Father 605000606 Alberto Terrones 


(In Spanish) 

_This is Manuel Romero's fourth 
picture this season. It shows great 
similarity to ‘Working Women,’ one 
of his jobs of last year, as regards 
his handling of the main characters. 
Althouch the latter was one of the 
better productions of 1938, ‘College 
Girls’ falls rather short. In spite of 
this. there is no doubt that it will do 


Lumiton production and release. Stars | 
Enrique Serrano, Sofia Bozun; feature 
Alicia Vignoli, Delia Garces, Pepita Ser- 
rador, Alicia Barrie, Directed by Mopnuel 
Romero. Screenplay, Romero; music, Fran- 
cisco Lomuto; camera, Jose M, Beltran; 


triangle make their appearance, help 
to support the plot, and in the end 
matters are all straightened out in 
a conventional manner with Romero 
finding a more or lIcss adequate solu- 
tion to everyone's troubles, with love 
being triumphant everywhere. 

In this mixture of come‘y, senti- 
ment and tragedy, brunt of the work 
is divided between Pepita Serrador, 
Alicia Barrie and Alicia Vignoli, all 
of them giving worthwhile perform- 
ances, so far as they are allowed by 
the ever-dominant dialog, Delia 
Garces shows up nicely, while En- 
rique Serrano and Sofia Bozan, who 
received star-billing, provide the 
comedy end, with Miss Bozan some- 
times overplaying her part. Ernesto 
Raquen, Enrique Roldan, Ana May 
and Perla Mux, all seen before in 
similar assignments, do well. There 
are two newcomers, Carmen del 
Moral and Carlos Tajes, but only the 
senorita is acecptable. 

His acting is too stiff to be ac- | 
cepted even by local audiences. | 
Francisco Lomuto, known in _ the 
States for his introduction of the 
modern tango some 15 years ago, | 
contributed several tango songs. 

‘College Girls’ would have had a 
rousing reception a year ago, prov- 


ing that the natives are becoming 
more critical. Marey. 


ON HIS OWN 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Amkino release of Soyuzdetfilm production, 
Features Alexei Lyarsky. Directed by Mark | 
Dons).oi, Adaptation by I, Gruzdeyv from 
story by Maxim Gorky; music, I. Sechvarts, 
At Cameo, N. Y., week Sept. 12, "39. Run- 
ning time, 96 MINS, 


Akulina Ivanovna......V. O. Mossalitinova 
Grandfather Washirin......M. Troyanovs'y 
Alexei Peshkov (Gorky).....: Alexei Tyarsky 


Kudriavitsev 
N. Berezovskaya 


Sergeyev 


Amkino production nnd release. Soviet | S°PEEYEVA 
government ceimpilation of newsreel and | Matrena Lilina 
documentary material. At Cameo, N. Y., Viktorushka F, Seleznev 
|} week Sept. 23, °39. Running time, 90 | Natalia Zarubina 
| MINS, | ‘Queen Margot’...cecce | 

(English Narration and Titles) | 

Soviet Russia achievemcnt in edu- sitanov | 
|cation, fur-trapping, fishing, meat- | Ivan Chucuney | 
| packing, farming and in the arts has | Kapendiukhin ‘Terentiev 
been captured pictorially by gov- | Ke 

ernment newsreel cameramen for a B. Maruta 


(In Russian; with English, Titles) 
Dramatic material which Maxim 
| Gorky put into his autcbiography has | 
been employed for this second se- 
quel. Original was called ‘Childhood 
of Maxim Gorky.’ It undoubtedly 
was a better effort. Almost any-| 
thing would be. Just what appeal | 

such a production possesses even for 

the arty crowd is difficult to under- 

stand. 

Stodgy recital of Gorky’s quest for 
|freer education gains nothing from | 
‘Mark Donskoi’s direction, which is 
the hammcr-and-tongs type. Donskoi 
apparently directed with the belief 
that if a scene were permitted on the 
'screen long enough, it would double 
;or triple the impression on audi- 
ences. Instead, it is just that much 
|'more tiresome, often testing the pa- 
| tience of average patrons who sel- 
dom know what he is trying to prove 
in the first place. Entire production 
smacks of the feebler Soviet cine- | 
| matic efforts of several vears ago. ~ 
Lone outstander in this film is 


s | Alexei Lyarsky, promising juvenile, | 


enacting the same role he had in the 

earlier production. The youthful 
| Gorky he portrays is a vigorous, am- | 
| bitious youngster which even sloppy | 
direction fails to down. 

The, film shows the lad living with | 
| a wealthy family as a sort of serf. 
| His dash for freedom and his lowly | 
employment as a dishwasher on a/| 
small river boat promises excitement, | 
but this angle is quickly abandoned 
|as Gorky resumes his meanderings. | 
| Doubtlessly, the idea was to show | 
| Gorky growing from boyhood into 
; manhood, but the director and pro- 
ducer have done it the hard way and 

with the minimum of entertainment 
en route. 

Besides this performance, that of 
V. O. Massalitinova, as Grandmother 
Akulina, and M. Troyanovsky, again 
/cast as_the grandfather, are most 
vivid. But neither shows up as ac- 
, tively as might be exnected because 
numerous trivial characters. are 
dragged in. 

Sets used bv the Russian producers 


jin the form 


' Anders Henrickson, as 


Ingrid Bergman, whom Hollywood 
recently discovered, ‘Ansikte’ is a 
study of psycho-physics, emotional, 
studied and poignant. Its current 
release is timely, preceding as it 
does David O. Selznick’s soon due 
‘Intermezzo,’ a remake from Miss 
Bergman’s Swedish original. This 
one bespeaks U, S. remake possibili- 
ties also. 

She is superb in the general dis- 
play of thespian pyrotechnics. In 
the lead role, she magnificently por- 
trays the soul-seared girl whom 
fate, through an accident, decreed 
to suffer the ignominy of scarred 
tissue and bitterness. The latter 
leads her into a life of crime and 
she joins some blackmailers, When 
the husband of one of her victims, 


/a surgeon, is moved by the ethics 


of his profession to try and restore 
her to physical normalcy, Miss 


' Bergman blossoms forth into a dandy 


ad for plastic surgery. 

Then there follows the natural 
restoration of her faculties and the 
difficulties that accompany physi- 
cal and mental health. She falls in 
love. And when her past crops up 
of her associates in 
crime, she prefers to pick up the 
trail elsewhere. 

Gustaf Molander, Sweden's ace di- 
rector, who worked with Miss Berg- 
man in ‘Intermezzo’ two years ago, 
with the late Gosta Ekman as co- 
star, has done an exceptionally good 
job. pacing the film well. 

Of the rest of the cast. Gunnar 
Sjoberg, os Miss Bergman’s suitor; 
the doctor; 
moppet Goran Bernhard, to whom 
Miss Bergman is a governess, are 
outstanding. Camera is consistently 
good: there’s a sleighing scene at 
night, set off by blazing torches, 
that suggests more might have been 
made of it. English titles are literal. 


Madameoiselle Ma Mere 


(‘My Mother Is a Miss’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


J. H Hofiberg release of Regina produce 


tion Siars Danielle Darrieux, Directed 
by Henri Decoin. Adapted from pliv by 
Louis Vernevil; camera, L. H. Burel; 
lish titles by Charles Jahrblum, At Hii 
St., N. Y¥.. week Sept. 18, ‘39. Running 
i time, 80 MENS, 

Father. Simon 
Aibert Tetournel. sso vas Alerme 
Ceorges, his Pierre Brasseur 
Julicn Robert Arnous 
The Inn Keeper... .. Larquey 


(In French: with English Titles) 

This French bedroom farce is done 
with the maximum of dialog and 
gyrations by Danielle Darrieux. It 
obviously is one of the French ac- 
tress’ earlier cinematic efforts be- 
cause she’s done lots better. How- 
ever, a good supporting cast and 
evenly gaited direction help over- 
come what the superimposed Ensg- 
lish titles lost in interpreting the 
piquant dialog. If taken as a frothy 
comedy, it may get by in some arty 
theatre, especially where they savvy 
French. 

Chief weakness is that the pro- 
ducers attempted to transfer a typ!- 


cal stage farce to the screen. Where. 


such high-jinks and® madcap ven- 
tures as Jacaueline goes in for might 
be acceptable in the legit theatre, 
they don’t quite jell in films. And 
inability to grasp some innuendos 
of the French language mar numer- 
ous scenes. Also it looks as if the 
shears had been generously applied 
on spicy episodes. 

Plot is simply that a spoiled rich 
man’s daughter decides finally to 
marry the seventh man who seems 
to her liking. He is an elderly duffer, 
and they are married in narne only. 
She meets his grownup son, a doc- 
tor. and winds up falling in love 
with him. There are the usual mis- 
taken identity and episodes, with a 
couple of bedroom sequences that 
appear smoothed out for American 
consumption, 

Miss Darrieux, as the _ spoiled 
daughter, does not look as fetching 
as in subsequent films. She is in- 
clined to overact and even if in- 
tended to be a screwball character, 
she overdoes it. Marcel Simon, 
Alerme, Pierre Brasseur and Robert 
Arnoux constitute a balanced sup- 
port. Brasseur youth has_poten- 
tialties. Wear. 
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THE SWEETHEARTS ‘DAUGHTERS 
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Minneapolis, Sept. 26. Memphis, Sept. 26. 
Prospective builders and operators. __ Huddling in Chicago last week, 


of new theatres in the Twin Cities WEEK ' Rev. { [ ithe Planning Committee for News- 
zpparently refuse to believe the la- TITLE TYPE Co. TALENT R. T. |paper Film Critics of America 
mentations of established exhibitors ‘aoe | Vers | whipped up temporary articles of 
who claim there’s so much grief to ONT associati fixed March 2-4 f 
j 7/19 BLONDIE TAKES VACATION Cc | Col P. Singeleton- A. mpeg 68 association, Nxec arc or the 
the business and that they're having # 21, 39 712 A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD M-G L. pte te M. Rooney-C. Parker | 88 first annual convention, and named 
the toughest kind of sledding. There / B93 WAY DOWN SOUTH cD RKO B. Breen-A. Mowbray | 62 Merle Potter of the Minneapolis 
are more applications filed or pend- | 7/19 | THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D Par A, Tamiroff-L, Nolan-M, Boland | 75 Times-Tribune as chairman of the 
ing for permits to build new theatres | / 97/19 | NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason | 72 1939 national awards committee. 
in Minneapolis and St. Paul than at | | 7/19 I STOLE A MILLION M U G. Raft-C. Trevor | %8 Potter’s te o ten te 
any time in recent years. The fact | 7/19 | WINTER CARNIVAL UA | A, Sheridan-R. Carlson 91 { 
for | DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS CD | _WB__| Lane Sisters-J. Garfield-G. Page 107 
sale at anything like a reasonable 9g 39 | 8 23 | BEHIND PKISON GATES M Col | B. Donlevy-J. Wells-P. P'x 
figure is whetting their appetite. 45,17 | GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS: cp | M-G | R. Donat-G. Garson 6 
Both in Minneapolis and St. Paul. | 8/23 Ae oF LOST MEN D Par | A.M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E. Blore | 63 | ing for his brethren, momentarily at 
| 7/26 E SPELLBINDER cD RKO | L. Tracy-B. Read-P. Knowles | 64 | least, with a committee to be named 
however, circuit and individual in : COLORADO SUNSET ) | n ' 
dependent exhibitors alike are op- | 82 SUSAN) OF M w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 58 by Harry Martin of the Memphis 
. ? : | 6/21 USANNAH OF MOUNTIES cp 20th S. Temple-R. Scott-M. Lockwood 77 Commercial Appeal, who is NFCA’s 
theatre construction, 89 THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK WB B. Wheeler-M. Wilson | 54 general chairman pro tem. Whether 
claiming e cities now ha overs 8 4 39 | 8/30 ‘COAST GUARD D | Col R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee | 732 | Potter will continue to head the 
seated and that any more theatres 8/16 MIRACLES FOR SALE cD >> M-G R. Young-F. Rice-F. Craven | 30 awards set-to in fut aie 4 
would jeopardize their investments 89 NIGHT WORK c Par M.Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 61 Bregpe s set-to in future years will 
and lower entertainment standards. 7/5 BACHELOR MOTHER Cc RKO G. Rogers-D. Niven. 80 
They say they will fight the issuance | 7/26 | SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? CD Rep J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Davenport 71 | ans : 
by the Minneapolis and St. Paul city | | 9/2 E. MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD | 20th | L. Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern 81 Screen byliners have a date but 
councils of any .additional theatre | D | J. Clements-J. Duprez 13@ | no place for their meeting as yet. 
ready have succeeded in blocking _ M | Mono | B. Karloff-G. Withers _7@_ | so far. "Twill be somewhere in the 
the construction of several proposed 8/11 39 | 8/9 yah ia, D M-G R. Taylor-H. Lamarr | 91 heart of the land, but the Planning 
new showhouses. 9/6 RIDERS oF FR , D Mono Movita-W. Hull-° . Baldwin 63 Committee won’t act until more ex- 
Wiethe’s New Nabe | 8/16 NEW FRONTIER w Rep ite Medien? tas | 56 now the committee is getting busy 
Cincinnati, Sept. 26. 8/16 BAD LANDS Ww RKO RB. Barrat-N. Beery. Jr.- 5 on a program for the convention 
927 | CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY C | 20th | J. Withers-L. Carrillo-M. Weaver | 63 ‘hat should attract the prospective 
suburban Westwood, constructed by 8/16 gl a ete cD U C. Boyer-I. Dunne 99 | membership from far and near. 
Louis Wiethe. owner of the West- | 6/28 , D UA L.Hayw’rd-J.Bennett-W.William 110 Articles of associati i 
mont, and the Kentucky in Latonia. | _ 9/27. _TORCHY PLAYS DYNAMITE M WB J. Wyman-A. Jenkins 60 in Chi last week are strictly htgpe wo 
New theatre will have 1,000 seats. 8 18 39 9/6 ‘THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS cD |" M-G 'L. Ayres-A. Louise-T. Brown | “98 | ton form and subject to general 
Harry Schwartz, veteran Kentucky, © | 9/6 KLAHOMA TERROR W | Mono | J. Randall-V. Carroll | 60 | copy reading at the March confab 
an 8 2 MAN FROM TEXAS T Ri 3 | ga e are contlab, 
showman, disposed of his interest in | 7/98 | THIS MAN IS NEWS cD — v. ek i B. Wood | 60 | Sitting in with Martin and Potter on 
the Paris theatre, now under con- af - Hobbs-5. Karnes 3 -afti 
struction, to Schine circuit. The site | Ww Par W. Boyd-K. Hayden-G. Hayes 
: | 8/9 IN OLD MONTEREY Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-G. Hay x0 | the Milwaukee Sentinel, who is act- 
will be remodeled into storerooms. IN NAME ONLY cei 
I 8/9 CD C. Le ing secretary, and Keith Wilson of 
ene RKO mbard-C, Grant-K. Francis 94 
In addition Schwartz sold his Opera | 8/2 | STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE p | 20th | S. Tracy-N. Kelly-R. Greene | 100 | the Omaha World-Herald. They 
House, Lexington, to the chain, re- 7/12 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC D thing 
taini his h ; . | f EACH DAWN I UA J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds | 120 | couldn’t agree on everything, but 
ng his house in Frankfort. 7/19 D WB J. Cagney-G. Raft | $2 | they did get something on paper to 
| 9/6 4 JE PEPPERS CD Gel 
Harr’s Lee Theatre 825 39 | WIZARD OF 0Z Me Petersen 
on IRISH LUCK G J. Garland-F. Morgan-B. Lahr 10@ | ing ultimate approval. 
airmont, W. Va., Sept. 26. | THE . M | Mene | F. Darre-">. Purcell-L. Elliott | First articl sed simpl 
Contracts let for erection of the | 8/23 SMU STARMAKER MU Par B. Crosby-L.Campbell-N.Sparks | ? 
Lee theatre, managed by Columbus | 8/23 Snack Suazsone” D Rep B. Mackay-R. Hudson-G.Barbier | 62 | sets out the name. Even this is sub- 
Harr, one of three owners. ANGELS 20th J.Prouty. Byington-K. Howell 61 a the 
el | = - ACES WB | Dead End Kids | gg |scribes gather as a whole. ‘Mem- 
tie 9/27 HOBBY WB I. Rich-H. O’Neill | 56 | bership shall be limited to motion 
Altoona, Pa., Sept. 26. 9 1, 39 KONGA, WILD HORSE }}”»+%xW —Gol | Fred Stone-Kenga picture critics of daily newspapers 
A new nabe under construction at | | ‘s/s0 | DEATH OF Cc | m-G | NShearer-J.Crawford-R.Russelt | 132 | in North America, is the modest 
Allegheny Furnace, elite suburb of | 8/30 COMEPERACT CHAMPION D Par L. Overman-R. Paige-V. Dale 67 | Some of Article Il. 
the city, by Ray Allison, who oper- | 9/6 | WALL STR | | 
: / LL § EET COWBOY w R. Platform 
ates theatres in Cresson and Johns- 8/30 FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT D P.R | 
town. | 9/6, | ADVI'RES SHERLOCK HOLMES M | | Broce. Lupine 85 
| -N. Bruce-!f. Lupino | ‘ ‘set forth in Article I it: 
8/20 | THE UNDERPUP M : > set forth in Article II to wit: 
5 New Texas Nabes 8/9 MUTINY ON BLACKHAWK M — | (1). To elevate the standards of 
Five Sept. 26. |} _ 8/2 MAID D WB B. Davis-M. Hopkins-G. Brent | 95 criticism and comment on_ the 
ive new Texas theatres being 8/16 N BOY cp |"¢ B.Sta ~ 98 ~~ Movies. 
planned by architects here. HENRY GOES ARIZONA cD F. -W.Holden | 
625-seater owned by A. F. Boyett. At 8/23 | CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND M 20th S. Toler-C. Romero-P. aus . tg ised poe production of 
Tyler there will be a 1,000-seater. w | RKO | G. O'Brien-L. Tovar 
for Interstate. At El Paso, for Inter- D | RKO V.McLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger'd 72 (3), To enhance the prestige ef 
state, will be 750-seater. At Amaril- 8 + nanwe GHT BOYS M U E. Lowe-W. Barrie 69 | motion picture departments of daily 
lo, A. H. Truett is having 600-seat- | 
er planned. Port Arthur is getting 9 15 39 OUTPOST OF MOU ASEM | _ WB To recognize and bestow honor 
800-seater, for Lee Threet. 9/27 DANCIN ‘ UNTIES D Col C, Starrett-I. Meredith for outstanding achievements in the 
/ SKY -ED M-G Carlisen-L. Bowman | 80 | motion picture arts 
PATR Meno . Trent-M. Stene-M, Reynelds | 61 | 
BEAU G D | Par G. Cooper-R. Milland-R. Preston 14 | #=%XIn these definitions there is no 
0., Sept. 26. DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT | RKO J. Penner-B. Grable 53 mention of the phrase ‘cooperate 
‘ now has a drive-in located fs THE RAINS CAME CD | 20th M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent | 100 =| With the motion picture industry’ 
on Route 3, near here. Owners are 9/8 HAWAIIAN NIGHTS MU | U J. Downs-M. Carlisle-C. Moore 65 | which seemed to irk one crit 
C. A. Pierce and S. E. McFarren, of - | _ 8/16 DUST. BE MY DESTINY DB WB J. Garfield-P. Lane _ | 88 Frank Nugent of the ase ‘York 
Akron. Parking accommodations for 9 22. 39° PRISON SURGEON ~p | Cel | W. Conolly-I. Meredith —— | ~~ | Times, when it d i ‘j t 
approximately 500 cars 9/20 | THUNDER AFLOAT | 
' afar | $1006 & fOUCuEOwN D M-G W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grey 94 the time of the original announce- 
| JCHDOW} Par J. E. Brewn-M. Raye-E. Blore ment. Committee members said no- 
St. Loo Zone’s New Uns | | VENUE GIRL : CD RKO G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison 82 body knew what it meant anyway in 
; St. Louis, Sept. 26. 5/38 ed LOOK AND LOVE . Cc 20th J. Rogers-W. Frawley | ‘terms of specific action and it wi 
Pitner & Barnes interests in Fair- | RIO L. Howard-I. Bergman | written the first d it ‘aft 
field, Ill., opened a new 450-seater. NO PLACE To G cD U S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V. McLazglen | 
The American, Mt. Carmel. Il. GO | _WB_ | G, Dickson-D. Morgan-F. Stone | Organization setup embodied in 
erected by Theodore Coleman, started 9 99 39 827 Rep D. Barry-H. Sesk-W. calls 
aperetion, | ‘ANDAL SHE D Col ©. Kraser-O. : president, secretary-treasurer and a 
ta FAST AND FURIOUS cD M-G | A Sothern-F. Tene-V. | board of governors, all to serve for 
Bud, Il. | 93 ellie mouse D Mone | C. Bickford-B. MacLane a year and subject to re-election if 
I. W. Rodgers circuit, Cairo, | | Par | MacMurray-Carroll-Jones | desired. The three officers are 
te bet ter new | w Rep R. Rogers-G. Hayes-S. March to be elected by the governing board. 
1,100-seater, at Carbondale, 11. | g/23 | THE WITNESS oy nanan D =" R. Greene-R. Dix-B. Joyce _ 81 | Latter in turn is picked regionally, 
John Widerberg Construction Co.,| NURSE EDITH CAVELL | | | the scribblers in each of 13 regions 
Bes Moines; building & new housc| A CHILD IS BORN LLL 9% naming their own board member. 
for the Central States Theatre Co. in 19 6 39 | | The regions are tentatively out- 
Burlington, Ia. 9/20 SCOUTS OF THE AIR D Mono J. Trent-M. Reynolds | lined as follows: Region I, New York 
McDonald Bros. , Tarrington, Wyo., | CRASHING Cc Par J. Cooper-B, Field | 35 |and New Jersey; II, New England; 
uiildi SING THRU D|™M J. Newil | 
: EVERYTHING’S ON ICE Cc uiteers land, West Virginia, Virginia, Dis- 
RKO | I. Dare-E. Eltis-V. Vale le: Serta an 
Runyon Yarn Away | YouRs cD ry | South ida: 
NAL URS . Young-D. Niv a an orida, 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 9/13 ESPIC A DAY cD U A. | 65 V, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky; VI, 
amon Runyon’s yarn, ‘A Call on ——— |_ 9/27 | _ ONAGE AGENT _M WB J. McCrea-B. Marshall 74 Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
the President, went inte produc- 10 13 39 FLIGHT TO FAME cp | co | C.F 1 — —— , _**_ | Louisiana and Arkansas; VII, Michi- 
tion at Metro with William Gargan | NINOTCHKA | oe | ooo sa | gan, Illinois and Wisconsin; VIII 
“ay Ann Sothern in the top spots. | pe pg: MAIL w Mono | Jack Randall em me Towa, Missouri, Kansas and Nebras- 
/ | ’ 
dgar Selwyn is producing. Rob- | §/31 suaere INN M Par C. Laughton-M. O'Hara | 9 ka; IX, Minnesota, North and South 
ert Sinclair directing. ONS D RKO | E.Ellis- , 1? Dakota; X S 
| HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE neat - is-V. Vale-W. Gargan | ota; X, Oklahoma, Texas, Colo- 
| TOWER OF LONDON ed 20th A. Faye-D. Ameche-S. Erwin rado and New Mexico; XI, Washing- 
| ECHO SAYS NO | 913 | HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER C | UA | JoBennctea Menon. | ton, Oregon, Wyoming, Idaho and 
Los Angeles, Sept.-26. | ag | ——| OF BLUE GRASS on | | 
Walt Disney won the verdict in 10 20 39 ‘THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS CD Col | | Conada and 
$50,000 suit brought against him by LAW OF THE TEXAN Ss + Pe 4 re Wells-C. Edwards Nova Scotia. 
Reynard Fraunhelder superior AT THE CIRCUS Cc M-G Marx Rice Latin America and Cuba 
court. SPY D Par W. Henry-J. Barreté-W.CollierSr. are slighted for the present. 
Plaintiff charged the studio with aa~TAne « DEUCES C | RKO | S. Laurel-O. Hardy-J. Parker | Incidentally, the Planning Com- 
authorized use of ‘The Dwart's SALLY C | 20th | G. Fields-S. H ittee i ini a bo: 
* ‘ode] Song’ in ‘ as . PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES € 20th lelds-S. Howard | mittee is already lining up a board 
ode] Song’ in ‘Snow White. | SMASHING MONEY oE.ES J. Withers-Ritz Bros. . to serve temporarily until Herze 
ONEY RING Mi WB R. Reagan-M. Stevens i : 
g . Stevenson can hold an election early in 1940, 


| 
} 
a 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


j5uoys 5urob 


st pue 5tq pouedo ynoqe pres 
erquinjoD buryzAzeae sy 


noT 


om ubredureo 


“SSOUT[OUIT} S}I UO SOZTTE} 
-ded oym ueurmoys Aue 103 


-xoq e s “AueqTy 
}e sseoons snopuguiel} st 


Fo 


Pemmsse St 
“Opeur s ueurmoys 
OY} JO Ss! LYON. 
SMOTASY Y}NOUI-jo 


Huruedo poos,,, ry 


‘sIQpUD'T 


VIEWNIOS 
Heme”, Aq peseng 


NOSSOH 


1Gi3A GVYNOD; 


JHL SIHL 


| 
* 
: «Cg 
| Li 
| 
| 
| | 


18 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


Good OF Climate Went Berserk, H'wood 


Temp at 107 Until the Rains Came 


By GEORGE E. PHAIR 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


For a solid eight days, that | 
golden palomino, California Sun, 
for years the pampered pet of | 


the Chambers of Commerce, sud- | 
denly went loco stampeded 
among the film studios at a cost of 
approximately $500,000 in disrupted | 
shooting schedules, prostrated actors | 
and general apathy. Everything 
slowed down to a walk in the long- 
est and most violent heat rampage 
ever known in these parts. After a 
few days nobody had enough am- 
bition left to bet on the thermometer, 
which at one time registered 107.2. 
Then the rains came on Sunday (24) 
—‘n’ how! 

When the heat first started out, 
everybody thought it was a briefie, 
and smiled accordingly. When it 
developed into an ‘A’ production, and 
finally into a colossal cliffhanger, | 
even the gals on Hollywood blvd. | 
Jaid aside their furs. For the first) 
time in the history of the film colony, | 
the mercury soared in the strato- 
sphere for seven consecutives days. 

Day was turned into night in the 
studios, which caused a scarcity of , 
customers in the night clubs. Pro- 
duction crews took their siesias, a la} 
manana, in the daytime, and re-| 
ported for work in the cool of the: 
evening, which sometimes dropped | 


to 90 degrees. These shifts in the 
working arrangements caused un- | 
told suffering among studio} 


financiers who have been whittling | 

expenses to meet the war crisis in | 

Europe. | 
Too Hot to Handle 

War films suffered the most, par- | 
ticularly ‘The Tower of London’ in } 
which 200 knights and men-at-arms | 
were hired to lay down their lives | 
for good King Richard. Instead, ' 
they laid down their armor and con- } 
ducted a masterly retreat to the 
nearest oasis. 

Hoss opera was at a 
Cowboys mingled with rustlers, 
gringos with Mexes, and_ sherifis 
with outlaws, all drinking cold coke 
together to forget the heat. The 
two-gun heroes hung up their hot 
artillery and ceased to croon. Out 
in the valley, where Warners, Uni- 
versal and Republic simmered in the 
desert’s embrace, it was possible to 
fry an egg on the highway, but no- 
body dared it. 
hams around. 

With the riders unseated, the 
hosses spent a week in their stalls 
and fattened on oats and alfalfa at 
the company’s expense. Even tropi- 
cal animals felt the blight of the | 
actinic rays. In ‘Green Hell’ at Uni- 
versal a jaguar was overcome and | 
moaned in his delirium for the cool 
jungles of South America. Monkeys | 
turned up their noses at ordinary 
meals and demanded banana splits. 

Studio technicians put on some 
real technique to ameliorate the 
weather. Hurricanes, rainstorms 
and blizzards, not on the budget, 
were dragged out to soothe fevered 
brows. ‘Rebecca, at Selznick-In- 
ternational, was cooled to 70 degrees 
with a battery of windmachines 
blowing over a truckload of shaved 
ice. All the tricks known to science 
were used on the sound stages, but 
that didn't help the boys in the great 
outdoors, where the thermometers 
registered anywhere from 117 at 
Burbank to 130 at Universal City. 

At Pasadena, where David Niven 


a 


standstill. | 


There were too many | 
| 


was doing a bit of cricket for 
‘Raffles,’ the mercury hit 118. It 
simply isn’t done in England, so 


David went back to Sam Goldwyn’s 
air-conditioned studio for indoor 
shots. Work was stopped on ‘The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ where 
Charles Laughton was melted down 
to Tony Galento’s size. Other films 
retarded were ‘Abraham Lincoln in 
Illinois,’ ‘Gay Days of Victor Her- | 
bert,’ ‘Escape to Paradise’ and ‘Abra- 
ham Lincoln Boggs.’ ‘Destry Rides 
Again’ kept on riding with the aid of 
free beer in the tavern scenes. All | 
the extras drank real cold lager on | 
the house while Marlene Dietrich 
went through her song and dance. 
Phoney, but Soothing 
Louis King at Paramount revised 


his ‘Typhoon’ schedule to shoot all | 
ihe rain scenes, and everybody was | 


satisfied, including Dorothy Lamour, 
v-ho wore a sarong. At other studios, 
the femme employes were permitted 
to toil in shorts. 

In downtown Los Angeles, the 
only popular pictures were those in 
air-conditioned theatres. Big names 
on the marquee meant nothing un- 
less there was a sign: ‘Twenty De- 


/Company placed July 


curtail 


Con. Films’ 3d Quarter 
Net, 2326, Tops 1938 


Consolidated Fitm Industries, Inc., 
last week issued a statement show- 
ing that net income for the third 
quarter ending Sept. 30 was estimat- 
ed at approximately $232,000, or 
about $14,000 ahead of 1938. Official 


third quarterly statement is not due. 


in October. 
and August 


out until time 
net at $151,416. 
Because the estimate for the quar- 


ter ending this month would repre- 


sent 58c on preferred stock, Consoli- 
/dated will easily cover $2 dividend 


requirements unless there is a severe 
dip in income during the final quar- 
ter. Company reported 54c a share 
for the third quarter last year. 

Herbert J. Yates, Consolidated 
president, estimated that adverse ef- 
fect of the foreign situation on the 
film industry would be offset in a 
measure by steps now under way to 
overhead. He believed in- 
creased employment and rising na- 
tional income accompanying wartime 
acceleration of business in this coun- 
try would be reflected in increased 
theatre attendance during the 1939-40 
season. 


Calif. Gale Kills Four 
WB Employees; Threat 


To Film Execs’ Yachts. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Four Warners’ back-lot emplovees 
were drowned Sunday (24) when 
their fishing boat capsized in the gale 
which whipped the coast and buf- 
feted perilously the yachts of film 


moguls. Victims were E. W. Kamer, 
Gilbert Homan, Jack Holen and 
Stanley Smith. 

Concern was felt for several in- 
dusiry leaders, but all turned up 
safe. Heat spell. which ran the mer- 
cury past 100 for eight successive 


days, an all-time record for ‘unusual’ | 


ended Sunday : P 
|'competition. They also are cognizant | 


California weather, 


with a 54-inch downpour, which 


played havoc with outdoor picture , 
| shooting and flooded parts of town. | 


Location troupes were ordered to 
cover, as two more days of rain are 
forecast. 


Constanti Wins Over His 


Bro.-in-Law, Mike Barovic. 


Tacoma, Sept. 26. 

In a suit that has been hanging 
fire in the local courts for some time, 
Mike Barovic, theatre operator. was 
ordered to pay Peter Constanti. 
brother-in-law, $16,810 by superior 
court Judge William E. Campbell. 
Case was returned from supreme 
court where judgment in favor of 
Barovic by late Judge W. O. Chap- 
man was reversed. 

Claiming full partnership in the- 
atre chain, Constanti filed suit after 
Barovie had discharged him. Judge 
Chapman held no partnership ex- 
isted, but higher judges said it did 
exist. By the new decision Barovic 
remains in possession of the Rivera, 
Tacoma; Liberty and Rivera in Puy- 
allup, and Rivera, Sumner. Some 
$5,000 must be paid now and balance 
by March 18, 1940. 


grees Cooler Inside.’ 
at a standstill. For the first time in 
local annals, the weekly knuckle 
card at the Olympic Auditorium was 
called off on account of too much 
climate. 


Pugilism was 


Nor was there any refuge at the | 


beaches, which are usually assuaged 


by the trade winds. At Oceanside the | 


thermometer leaped up to 119, en- 
abling anyone to catch boiled fish in 


the surf, if anyone had enough 
energy to be an angler. 
Social decor was completely 


ruined. The staid old Brown Derby 
was filled for the first time with 
guys in shirtsleeves and gals in 
shorts and all manner of negligee. 
No Hollywood hostess dared throw a 
party unless she had a swimming 
pool in the backyard. Silks, ermines 
and soup and fish were utterly de- 
classe. 

Film colonists for once ceased to 
brag about the climate. When last 
heard they were trying to lend it te 
Astoria for a cake of dry ice. 


‘Unusual’—Very! 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Vagaries of the weather are 
such that Grauman’s Chinese the- 
atre installed an electric heater 
in the boxoffice Sunday night 
(24) after running in ice cakes 
the day before. 


Smaller Dailies 
Still Squawking 
Pix Neglect ‘Em 


3 Coast Indie 


Exhib Groups Merge, 
Sponsoring Move for Distrib Unity 


Leo Atanasoff, 51, Dies; 


Milwaukee, Sept. 26. 
Leo Atanasoff, 51, Milwaukee ex- 


hibitor, one of five brothers who 


Championed Trust Quiz 


| were among first precipitants of the , 


Federal anti-trust probe into major | 
| step of indie exhibs ever launched, 


Milwaukee, Sept. 16, after an illness and may eventually spread to take 
_of several weeks, it was learned this jn other far-western areas. 


| gompanies film monopolies, died in 


| week. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Paving the way for improved con- 
ditions and solidarity for some 1,500 
to 2,000 unaffiliated exhibitors on the 
Pacific slope, Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Owners 
has been organized, with headquar- 
ters in Los Angeles. Organization 
move is biggest and most important 


Nucleus of the new conference, 


It was in January, 1936, that the which has no national affiliation, are 
_mortgage on the Atanasoffs’ World|the three already powerful indie 
While the motion picture editors | theatre, Milwaukee, was foreclosed, | exhib organizations of the Pacific 


on the bigger dailies concede that | the brothers consequently going to | coast, viz, Independent ‘theatre Own- 


film publicity is improving, so far as Washington, where they complained | er, of Southern California and Ari- 


filling their needs is concerned, the 
lesser dailies still have their same old 
squawk. Dearth of feature stories 


about stars and film production, 
possessing some real news value, con- 
tinues to handicap the picture in- 


dustry in getting breaks in smaller 
‘city newspapers. Situation has be- 
come more aggravated in the last 18 
‘months, with papers in communities 
,of 40.000 to 150,000 population neg- 


Increase in newsprint prices and 
other upped costs has forced all 
dailies to weigh carefully every inch 
of white space. Instead of recogniz- 
ing this condition, the deluge of 
blurbs continues. Many film editors 


aver that apparently few studio) 
stafis employ good newspapermen. | 
but have added numerous scribes | 


capable only of turning out windy 
-essays. Result is a serious lack 
crispness «nd clarity in the publicity 
yarns. 

Don't Dramatize Real News 


One newspaper ed opined that pic- 
ture companies are overlooking a 
real bet by continuing to meier all 


their mail, even on most air mail 
material. He suggested special en- 


velopes and air mail stamps if the 
studios wanted to 
to any specific yarn. As it is now, 
the effectiveness of air mail publie- 
itv is lost. 

No question but that publications 


of the trend towards pictorial mags 
such as Life and Look. Consequent- 
Iv, many seek to sock the reader's 
eve. This means more space for 
headlines and cuts. In an effort to 
save space, several editors whittle 
cuts submitted by picture companies 
and exhibitors, trimming on top and 
below. Average two-column half- 
tone frequently winds up two inches 
shallower and sometimes not 
wide. Even though this gets away 
from artistic technical proportion- 
ing, exhibs go for it because it means 
pictorial representation for their at- 
tractions. 
themselves, they would save time for 
the editors and probably get better 
breaks in the paper. 

Other beefs of editors include 
blasts against the old evil of at- 
tempting to write unusable head- 
lines, sending out stories on mimeo- 


as 


graphed paper having no room for | 


their own headlines, and failure to 
condense the gist of the publicity. 
Newspaper seribes also feel that 
they are neglected by the studios 
when they assign their crack writers 
in Hollywood strictly to doing spe- 
cial columns andé_ special writing 
jobs, leaving the routine matter for 
smaller publications to allegedly in- 
experienced hands. Even mat serv- 
ices have been eliminated for small 
newspapers, they claim. Lesser pub- 


lications say they are forced to use | 


press book siories submitted by ex- 
hibitors, 

All of which prompts newspaper 
editors to waste-basket 80% 
ture publicity. Many are so familiar 
with its impossible getup that they 
‘don’t even trouble to open 
velopes. 


 Wellman’s Auto Epic 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Paramount signed William A. 
Wellman to a new producer-director 
‘contract, with ‘F.O.B. Detroit’ slated 
|as his next picture. 
| Currently Wellman is editing ‘The 
Light That Failed,’ after which he 
-goes on vacation for six months. 
, Preparations on ‘F.O.B.’ start April 1. 


ti 
lected for large metropolitan dailies. , 


| Exhibe, for Once, Put 


| 
| 


of 


attract attention | 


of pie-) 


| to the Department of Justice and the 
| Interstate Commerce 


zona; Indepenent Theatre Owners of 


Commission Northern California and Nevada, an 


that their financial stress was caused | affiliate of Motion Picture Theatre 


| because films were withheld from 
/them by major firms. They listed 
| other asserted acts of conspiracy and 
| four of the brothers and two of their 
wives staged sitdown sieges in City 
Hall to emphasize their demands that 
the city get behind a Federal inves- 
gation. 

Widow and four brothers survive. 


OK on Gov. Dickmson; 
Endorse Bingo Taboo 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 
Gov. Luren Dickinson's Jatest ‘war,’ 
launched against all forms’. of 
| bingo, keno, et al.. has the undi- 
vided backing of local film palaces 
and other amusement spots, even 
though they may not have favored 
his previous attacks on everything 
from liquor’s ‘hellish brink’ to the 
summer shorts worn by Boy Scouts. 


Bingo, keno, etc., however, espe- 
cially as sponsored by churches and 
charitable organizations, has been 
one big thorn in side of entertain- 
ment b. o., especially theatres, for 
several years. Police, while warring 


to churches and 
lodges because of the difficulties and 
political dangers involved. 
However, last week after getting 
a reques{f from Dickinson 
suppression of private gambling 
games, Commissioner Henrish Pick- 
ert ordered Detroit police to halt all 
fund-raising games run by clubs, so- 
cials, etc. While Pickert ordered 
an ‘educational’ drive against the 
practices at first, with arrests to fol- 
low later if games aren't stopped, it 
became apparent immediately that 


| the drive would have at least one 
| supporter, 


If publicity staffs did this | Detroit. 


the Catholic Church in 
Catholic parishes, many of 
whom conduci bingo and keno games 
regularly during fall and 

‘will obey the g 

cording to Most Rev. 
Woznicki, auxiliary bishop of the 
Detroit archdiocese, ‘even though the 
church does not hold gambling in- 
trinsically immoral.’ 


Churches and charitable organiza- 
tions, which have depended for exist- 
ence on regular bingo games, are 
planning appez! to state 
court on Gov. Dickinson's ban. Thea- 
tre operators are watching with in- 


terest since bingo, keno, etc., have 


} 


ramento, 


in these emailer cities feel the radio | °™ commercial projects of that sort, | 
inever got down 


asking | 


tive 


winter, 
overnor’s orders,’ ac- | 


Stephen S ' which form nucleus 


Owners of America, and Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of the Pacific 
Northwest, also affiliated with the 
MPTOA nationally. 


Bob Poole Exec Sec 


Governing board of the new con- 
ference will comprise two trustees 
elected by each of the three indie 
organizations; with Robert H. «Bob) 
Poole, executive director of the ITO 
of Southern California cunctioning 
as temporary executive secretary. 

New organization, which has been 
under discussion for some time, was 
perfected at a meeting held in Sac- 
of Poole, Rotus Harvey, 
prexy of the Northern California as- 
sociation, and L. O. Lukan. who 
heads the Pacific Northwest exhibi- 
tor organization, 

Aside from benefits which confer- 
ence will bring to unaffiliated ex- 
hibitors, new organization will work 
toward a progressive industry, and 
will sponsor a constructive unity be- 
tween exhibs and distributors-pro- 
ducers all along the’ far-western 
slope. 

Initial meeting of trustees of new- 
ly formed conference will be held 
here within next couple of weeks, 
it which time by-laws already set up 
will be ratified and program of ac- 
tivity mapped out. 


Cover All Phases 


Indie exhibs of the Pacific Coast, 
in formulating a vast regional com- 
bine, have launched an ambitious 
campaign expected by observers to 
have far-reaching effects. Construc- 
legislation, applying to. all 
phases of the industry, and particu- 
larly where it will help the exhibi- 
tion end of the business, will come 


under scope of activities planned. 
Exhibitor grievances will be ap- 
proached from a new prospective, 


with the best interests of the entire 
Pacific slope in mind, rather than 
having each individual exhib organ- 
ization handle complaints individu- 
ally. 
Three associations, 
of the Pacifie 
Coast conference, have long been 
dominant in their respective fields, 
but each has heretofore pursued solo 
policy in handling exhibitor-distrib- 
utor relations. Results frequently 
have not been to the best interests 


indie exhib 


| of all exhibs in the territory. Under 
| the new setup there will be «# co- 


supreme | 


ordination of action, and greater har- 
mony is predicted for every branch 


| oO: the picture industry. 


been a thorn in their sides for many | 


years. 

Mercy Hall, private institution for 
care of incurable and destitute can- 
| cer patients, is leading fight against 
ban, claiming that its weekly bingo 
Zames covered spot’s operating ex- 


| penses and that it had no other Way | 


raising funds. 


Back in Gumshoes 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
‘Nick Carter’ cume back to life 
yesterday (Mon.) as the first of a 
series of detective yarns at Metro, 
with Walter Pidgeon in the title role. 
Jacques Tourneur is directing. 


SAFER OVER HERE 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


War caused Warners to shift pre- 


‘beth and Essex’ 
Hollywood. 

Preem tomorrow (Wed.) will be 
ithe only showing prior to the re- 
lease date, Nov. 25. 


Echoes of Ambassador, 
Conn Picts’ Bankruptcies 
Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe in 

N. Y. Friday (22) granted an appli- 

cation by Benjamin Lichtenfeld, 

trustee in bankruptcy of Ambassador 

Pictures, Inc., and of Conn Produc- 

tions, Inc., and allowed him to in- 

stitute ancillary proceedings in N. Y. 

Irwin Kurtz is referee with power 

to subpoena witnesses and records. 
Those to be called as witnesses will 

be Samuel Goldstein, as treasurer of 

Guaranteed Pictures Co., Pop Marks 

as president of Marks & Maleolm 

Trading Corp., Melvin M. Hirsh, 

president of Syndicate Exchange. 

Inc., Security Pictures, Inc., and Joe 

Malcolm as president of Malcolm 


Laboratories Corp. 


Malcolm did the lab work for the 


miere of ‘The Private Lives of Eliza- bankrupts, while the others were the 
from London to distributors. 


The claim is that they 
hold money belonging to the estate. 


which they are refusing to surren- 


der, and they will also not allow en 
inspection of their books. 
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EXTRA! 2nd BIG WEEK 
AND STILL S. R. O.! 


MICKEY ROONEY & juDY GARLAND 
in "BABES IN ARMS” with Charles 
Winninger Guy Kibbee June 
Preisser Grace Hayes Betty 
Jaynes ° Douglas McPhail Rand 
Brooks ° Lent Lyan * John Sheffield 


Kay Van Riper ° Based on the Play 
by Richard Rodgers and Lorenz 
Hart ° Directed by Busby Berkeley 
Produced by arthur Freed,. 


Watch the First Engagement M-G-M’ 


44 
BABES ARMS’ 


Here’s 
Houst 
means for 
tip from Houston’s 
the decks for 

your run! 


Ask M-G-M for 


ay 


4 
| 
BiG CAST! SONG HITS! SHOW OF SHOWS: : 
At lest! M-G-M’s star-crowded Be 
j } molody-jammed version 
WOR L D | 
he 
PREMIERE! 
5 YEARS! @ 
ps S| 
| - 
| 
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Lefty Recalls the World's Fair Of 
Yesterday—Coney—As It Used to Be 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
New York, Sept. 26. 
Dear Vic: 

Well, me and Aggie finally took a trip to Coney 
‘World’s Fair with a Dirty Face and No Underwear.’ Their Trylon is a 
big Frozen Custard and their Perisphere is ’ Carousel. Their free ex- 
hibits are the ocean and boardwalk, and their Aquacade is much bigger 
than Billy Rose’s—they have a half-million people going into the water 
et one time. Their ‘Hot Mikado’ is a guy in @ gorilla skin in a ‘pit show 
pnd on Surf avenue you can see a General Motors Show—they re driving 
anything from a Jack Benny Maxwell to a 1939 Packard, The Transporta- 
tion Show consists of kids in baby buggies, on skates, bicycles, pony rides, 
scooters and guys riding their kids ‘piggy back.’ Their fountains are 


Island, which is the 


ORPHEUM, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Sept. 26. 


| Fanchon & Marco last 


Southern Real Estate & Finance Co., 
controlled by the Cella interests, 
possession of which was obtained 
from Warner Bros. when a _ peace 
pact was consummated in New York 
several years ago. The Shubert- 
Rialto, in midtown, another house 


in the settlement. 

The Shubert-Rialto’s option was 
dropped several years ago when the 
lease expired and that on_ the 
Orpheum expired Friday (15). The 
lease on the Orpheum ran for four 


‘double-malted milks,’ and their fireworks shoot off when a guy tries to 
steal another guy’s gal. It’s the poor man’s playground and I think it was 
Abe Lincoln who said, ‘God musta loved poor people because he made so 
many of ‘em.’ Well, they’re all here at Coney Island having a great time. | 

Rut for me and Aggie we saw a different Coney Island than what we 
were lookin’ at. We saw Coney Island when Thompson & Dundy, two 
great showmen, opened up Luna Park, with a band playing outside as a 
come-on. Inside they had parades with elephants, cowboys, Indians, 
clowns. Then they had the Dragon's Gorge, just a roller-coaster ride, but 
put on swell. They had a Trip to the Moon, where you got into a big 
winged thing that looked like a modern airplane and you felt like you 
were traveling up to the sky, and when you got out you met a lot of 
midgets who were dressed like the people in the moon was supposed to be 


dressed. The whole thing was mysterious and spooky and made your | 
gal hold tight to you. Those were the days when dames was afraid of | 
things. 


Then there was Dreamland with its thousands of lights, nothing to com- 
pare with the World’s Fair's lights, but there were plenty of ohs and ahs | 
when they were turned on. Then there was a great attraction called Fire- , 
end-Flames—you saw the old fire-horses galloping to the fire, the hook- | 
end-ladders were put up against a frame building that was on fire, and | 
you'd see thrilling rescues and people jumping out of windows and off the 
roof into a net, and at the finish, of course, the old maid with long drawers 
would jump, and what a howl that was, the same as it would be today. 
You know, hokum has never changed its pattern. I wonder why some | 
wise guy didn’t put on Fire-and-Flames at the World's Fair, it woulda | 
made plenty of dough. Then there was the Old Mill, just a boat going | 
thru a tunnel, but what a spot for romance! Three rides in that with youn | 
goil-friend and you came out practically engaged. They didnt’ have no | 
Parachute Jump but they had a loop-the-loop, which got more publicity | 
than the Parachute Jump will ever get. People used to faint just watching | 
it, and the cops would stop it and editorials were written to stop the 
younger generation from killing themselves. 

Surf avenue in those days was the Fifth avenue of Coney. A trip to 
Felimans to get hot dogs and crispettes, and if you had dough you'd go 
back into their garden. What a spot! Plenty class! The waiters had 
clean coats, sometimes a caterpillar would fall off a tree into your soup, 
but that gave it the ‘country atmosphere.’ Of course, there were the 
cheaper places where ‘basket parties’ were welcome, and maybe you don’t 
think the hardboiled eggs, bologna sandwiches and potato salad Aunt 
Emma used to make didn’t taste good after a swim at Balmers. 

Fun on the Bowery 

The Bowery at Coney was the fun spot of the Island. That's where the 
sailors and soldiers would head for, and plenty of places with great en- 
tertainment, Lang’s, Shamrock, Morgan's, College Inn, Steeplechase Park, 
Stauch’s, Henderson's (which started as a honky-tonk and ended up aS | 
playing the best in vaudeville), cafes that ran picture shows, and it was 
plenty dark so when you gave the waiter a $5 note to pay your 20c check 
youd weit through five reels waiting for your change and the waiter. 
After you make a squawk they’d show you every waiter but your own, and | 
finally ended up in the alley without your change, or inside with a’ Mickey 
if you were too tough. They still do those things in New York but they 
polished up the routine. 

Then we'd walk over to Brighton Beach and at the Music Hall we'd 
ree ojl the Big-Timers and across the street at the old Riccadona Hotel 
we'd sce the bookmakers from Gravesend racetrack opening up wine on | 
the big porch. If you wanted an exclusive place to bathe you'd go to} 
the Brighton Baths where they charged a buck. It was very exclusive, 
they'd only have about 300 there on a Sunday. A buck a bath was too 
much for those days. You could get to Coney for a nickle on the Smith 
street cars during the week, and had to pay an extra nickle at Kings High- 
way on Sunday—and did the suckers yell. It would take a few hours but! 
what the hell, you could hold your girl around the waist and evervbody | 
would sing ‘On a Sunday Afternoon’ and ‘Good Old Summer Time’ and 
‘Take Me Out to Dreamland.’ Not much dough but plenty of fun. Now 
we don't have either. 

Yep, me and Aggie saw Coney the other night. The same old frank- 
furiers, silk candy and frozen custard are still there but they didn't taste 
the same. The barkers, freaks, rolling ball games, hit-em-hard-and-heavy, 
rojler coasters and barrel of fun are all there but the screams from the 
dames when their dresses blow up in the fun barrel or when the coaster 
makes the steep hill don’t sound as genuine as they did vears ago. Coney 
Bives you plenty for 5 and 10c, more than Woolworth, and people still 
have plenty of fun there but to folks like me and Aggie it’s not as great 
as it used to be. But Aggie sez neither are folks like us as great as we 
used to be. There’s somethin’ to that too. SEZ 


| 


Your pal. 
LEFTY. 
Jim Kelly sez, ‘Middle age is that period in a man’s life when he would 
rather not have a good time than have to get over it.’ 


sky from interfering with the play- 
ing of ‘Hollywood’ in local theatres 


Rochester Nabes Bring 


wus filed here by Holly- 
Back Games, Occasional wood Amusement Co., Ine., of | 
Chicago. Complaint asserts that the 


game was formerly played in about 
25 houses here but because police 
confiscated equipment in some the- 
atres the game no longer is played. 

Charles Swidler, counsel for the 
company, argued, ‘This game is one 
of skill, not of chance. It calls for 
ihe use of discretion, and to win, a 
person must be mentally alert. The 
game violates no state law or city 
ordinance.’ 


Vaude, to Hypo the B.9. 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 26. 

Rochester nabes bringing back 
games and giveaways full force after 
worst summer in years, blamed on 
daylight saving. Practically all 
heuses stayed open but usually not 
enough customers to make a quorum 
sO games were necessarily dropped. 

Larger Schine houses mapping 
fling at local vaude acts one night « 
week as added hypo. This usually 
eke until unions put on the eens. 

City’s downtown houses with num- Indianapolis, Sept. 26. 
ber of standout attractions had rela-| Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
tively good summer and geiting diuna, Allied States Association af- 
eai lier fall pickup than nabes. filiate, will hold its 13th annual con- 
_vention at the Antlers hotel here Oct. 
23-24, 

Mare J. Wolf is chairman eof the 
convention committee, 


Indiana Convention 


Milwaukee, Sept. 26. 
A suit seeking an injunction to re- 
sirain Police Chief Joseph Kluche- 


‘all other AFL crafts 


| Washington 


vears at $35,000 per annum. F&M 
made several attempts to operate the 
house with second run screen fodder 


but the traffic competish from 
Loew's and the Ambassador, first 
| run deluxers, was too great. About 


two years ago F&M announced it 


was planning to sub-lease the house | 


to Negro operation but the clamor 
raised by business men and organi- 
zations against the move caused the 
idea to be abandoned. 


Averts Strike 


Continued from page _J 


ing was held at the office of the Pro- 
ducers Association. 

‘To avert any possibility of long- 
drawn out temporizing over the just 
and long due demands of our stu- 
dio local unions, an ultimatum was 
served upon the producers that an 
agreement must be reached by Tues- 
day, Sept. 26, 1939. The alternative 
is a nation-wide strike by the en- 
tire International Alliance. The stu- 
dio locals have been assured the 
same support from the International 
Alliance that was accorded them in 
obiaining the closed shop agreement 
signed Aug. 12, 1939.’ 

Involve Actors, Musicians 

A strike order by the Internation- 
al Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees would directly have involved 
the Screen Actors Guild and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
because of the working alliance 
among the three groups. A walkout 
also would quickly have spread to 
in the studios, 
with members being instructed not 
to cross any AFL picket line. 

Company heads met over the 
weekend and were reported to be in 
telephonic communication with Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, prexy of Produc- 


'ers Association, who was in Mexico 


City. It was believed Schenck urged 


Bioff to delay any drastic action un- |} 


til he returned, but the IATSE exec- 
utive stated he intended to push for 
immediate action on his demand for 
a 15‘o wage tilt for members. 

The IATSE scored an easy victory 
in the NLRB election ordered to des- 
ignate a bargaining representative 
for 12,000 workers. The final returns 
showed 4,460 votes for the IATSE, 
with 1,967 voting in favor of the 
United Studio Technicians Guild. 
The latter group claimed to be in- 
dependent, but had received finan- 
cial aid from Harry Bridges, Coast 
leader for Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations. 

The USTG filed a_ protest on 
grounds that IA leaders had 
paigned within the forbidden area 
surrounding Gilmore Stadium. 
where the election was conducted. 
Local officials of the NLRB gave lit- 
tle standing to the protest, but for- 
warded cetails of the affair, as well 
as Official tabulation of votes, to the 
Labor Board in Washington. It was 
indicated even by USTG tops that 
the protest was filed largely for its 
nuisance value in an effort to force 


| 
reinstatement of men who had been | 


expelled by the IATSE because of 
their affiliation with the USTG 
Closed-Shop Move 

was not expected to 
take any official cognizance of pro- 
test and issue certification designat- 
ing the IATSE as the exclusive bar- 
| gaining representative for the work- 


lers. In the meantime the IATSE | 
moved to reinsiate the closed-shop 
agreement this week. This auto- 


matically would have prohibited the 
employment of any workers who did 
,not have paid-up membership cards 
the IATSE. 

| Before checking out for Mexico 
City, Schenck issued the following 
istatement with reference to the IA 
| victory: 

‘By the majority vote of the work- 
ers, the IATSE has been 
designaied as the negotiating agency 
to conclude a new working agree- 
ment with the film producers. 

‘It is my hope that all concerned 
will conduct themselves solely wiih 


dropped its option on the Orpheum, tg arrive 
'a downtown house owned by the | -39.40 contracts 


owned by Southern was also ob-) 


ea view toward bringing about indus- | 
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39-40 Sales Spurt 


Continued from page 3 


| boom at the boxoffice Shortly, on{|by 20th-Fox, the company will con- 


week the other hand they don't want it 
before they have their 
closed. Any  sub- 


stantial upturn in grosses would in- 


stantly mean more justification on 
ithe part of the distrib to demand 
ihigher terms. Also, considerable | 
|discussion concerning rental in- 
lcreases, where they might be ob- 
‘tained, is causing concern 
among accounts that have not yet 
signed up for another year’s film 
supply. 


The quality of “39-40 pictures so 
'far and sales concessions on the part 
‘of several distributors, such as an 
enlarged cancellation, which is ex- 
pected to be followed by all of the 
Big 10 excepting United Artists, are 
other factors acting as a spur in the 
iclosing of the deals that have been 
| Waiting for snow to fall. ' 

| Wobber OK’s 20th Cancellations 


‘tinue to provide for voluntary arbi- 
tration of all disputes arising under 
the contract. This has been in force 
all along with 20th. 
Universal Also 

Universal is inserting a similar op- 
tional arbitration clause in its con- 
tract, calling for settlement of all 
disputes when the exhibitor wants it, 


| but has not yet decided what cancel- 
\lation privilege will be undertaken. 


William A. Scully, distribution head 
of U, states that the question of an 
enlarged rejection igs now’ under 
study. Scully’s first year over U sales 
has resulted in an extraordinary ad- 
vance, with the company 60% ahead 
of last season at this time. 

RKO, Columbia, Republic and 
Monogram have not reached any de- 
cision, concerning an increased elim- 


Speaking for 20th-Fox, and declar- | 


‘ing that he is very satisfied with that | 


position on sales at the 
moment, Herman Wobber declared 
that 20th may be counted upon to 
'give its accounts an enlarged cancel- 
jcaticn, It is virtually certain to be 
‘the 10, 15 and 20% rejection as pro- 
vided for by the now deceased trade 
practice code, As chairman of the 
distributors’ committee, it was S. R. 
Kent who advocaied this 
elimination. Metro and 


company’s 


| 


} 


enlarged | 
Paramount | 


accounts are getting this cancellation | 


under their contracts, while Warner 


Bros. is giving 10% on all rental av- | 


erages over $100, 20% on everything 
up to that figure. 

| Wobber declared that, 
not known now whether 
‘features of the code 


while it is 
any 


trial peace and harmony, and that 
there will be no reprisals or dis- 
crimination, 

‘T have today appointed Y. Frank 
Freeman, Edward J. Mannix and 


Mendel Silberberg, on behalf of the 
producers, to meet with the IATSE 
committee to conduct negotiations.’ 
With the eleciion out of the way, 
IATSE representatives are 
ing to reach an amicable agree- 
ment on dispute between the Inter- 
national and Technicians Local 37. 
| The disposition of $100,000 in tunds 
and question of reinsialement of ex- 
pelled members are involved. Sev- 
eral conferences have been held be- 
| tween A. Brigham Rose, counsel for 
Local 37, and George Breslin, aittor- 
ney for the IATSE, with Bioff 
other leaders sitting in on some of 
| them. 
Ralph Morgan. president of Screen 
| Actors Guild, and other officers of 
| the organization are assured of re- 
election at the annual election meet- 


ang 


ing Oct. 1. No other candidates 
were nominated, majority of mem- 
bership endorsing selection of the 


nominating committee. 
Morgan also was selected to head 


the SAG delegation to the annual 
convention of the California Siate 
Federation of Labor which opened 
today (‘(Tues.) in Oakland. Other 
members of the delegation are Ed- 
ward Arnold, Walter Abel, Noel 
Madison, Larry Steers, Pat Somer- 
Set, 


Act On Agents Deal 
Licensing agreement between the 
actors and the Artists Managers 
Guild will be submitted to the SAG 
membership for approval at Oct. 1 
meeting. Mass meeting of avenis 
also will be called to okay program 
.which has already been endorsed by 

the leaders of eroups. 
Independent Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Producers is preparing 


CaMe 


both 


to ask the SAG for wage conces- 
sions in an effort to increase small 
production and put more actors to 
work. A similar request was sub- 


mitted to the Society of Motion Pie- 


ture Film Editors, but action was 
deferred until the SAG acis on the 
request. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 


| retary of the SAG, leaves Oct. 5 for 
a 10-day vacaiion in Hawaii. The 
SAG board of directors recommended 
leave for his work in supervisin® 
jurisdictional tilt with the IATSE, 
organization of the American Guild 
of Veriety Artists and for aiding 
| plans for reoreanization of the Asso- 
‘ciated Actors & Artistes of America. 
will be accompanied by 
Thomson. 

Officials of the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts & Sciences plan 


legally to move up date of annual awe>ds 


banquet to Feb. 4. General idea is 
‘to keep pushing the date forward to 
|as near the first of the year as pos- 
sible. The benquet was held on Feo. 
24 this year, having been moved up 
from March 10. 


aliempi- 


| tives, 


ination or other trade practice re- 
forms in line with the code. This 


has been due in most cases with 
these companies to press of other 
matters, notably sales negotiations, 


absence from New York of execu- 
etc. 

Rep’s J. R. Grainger is due in New 
York today (Wed,) Also due east 
shortly is W. Ray Johnston, president. 
of Monogram, who is expected to 
take up the matter of any revision 
in sales policy with Eddie Golden 
und George W. Weeks. 

Product Deals 

Republic has closed with Fanchon 
& Marco's three St. Louis first-runs, 
Asbassador, Missouri and St. Louis. 
Rep also signatured with St. Louis 


'Amus. Co. (F&M) for its 26 subse- 
quent-run theatres in the St. Louis 


other | 
will be adopted | 


assistant 


Mrs. | 


Halletisville, Eacle 


Cele’s office ut 


area. 

The Essanness circuit 
operating a total of 27 theatres in 
that city, has signed up for Repub- 
lic for the 1939-40 season. James R, 
Grainger, who been on a coOun- 
trywide trip negoijiating deals, acted 
for Republic, aided by Irving Man- 
del, Chicago  territorv’ franchise 
holder, and Harry Loreh, Chi 
branch manager. Edwin Silverman 
and Booth acted Essan- 
ness in the negotiations, 

Loew's metropolitan New York 
circuit, with exception of only a few 
theatres, has taken Rep’s_ serial, 
‘Dick Tracy's G Men.” Two of the 
Loew houses started playing it Sept. 
16, while balance under the new ar- 
rangemenis begin it Sept. 30. 

Columbia closed with Griffith 
Amus. Co. of Oklahoma City for the 
entire 1939-40 output, including fea- 
tures, westerns, shorts serials, 
Contract handled by Rube Jackter, 
sules manager, and R. E. 
Griffith; Carl Shalit, central division 
manager, and B. C. Marcus, Kansas 
Citv branch manager, sitting in. 

Columbia closed with Wometco 
circuit (Wolfson-Mever Enterprises) 
for entire 1959-40 product. Sidney 
Mever represented Wometco. 

Monoeram set new product deals 
with Morse circuit, Boston: Stein cir- 
cuit of St. Louis: Louis Long circuit 
of Los Angeles, and Waters Theatres 
Co. of Atlanta. 


in Chicago, 


has 


James for 


George W. Weeks, general sales 
mer. of Monogram, announces the 
company has closed product deals 
with the Morse circuit of Boston; 
Siein chain in the St. Louis terri- 
tory; Louis Long’s circuit of Los 
Angeles, and the Waters Theatres 


of Ailanta. 


Buying OK in NW 
Minneapolis. Sept. 26 
In the face of a supposed indi- 
vidual buyers’ strike by independents 
in this ter protest against 
film prices and percentage deals, lo- 


tory in 


cal exchanges coniinue to claim that 
their sales are running ahead of the 
corresponding period a year ago. 
Selline of Twin Ciiv indenendent 
accounts just has started and Metro, 


for example, asserts, ‘We're selling 
‘em as fast as we can take care of 
them.’ 

Columbia Universal and RKO 
claim big gains in deals completed 
in out-of-town situations over the 
same period last year. Other ex- 
chanves also insist they're ‘ahead.’ 


Bob Ableson, Paramount northern 
Minnesota and western Wisconsin 
salesmon, for example, asserts he al- 
ready has closed every important 
spot and ‘nearly all pessibilities’ in 
his d'strict. 

Cele’s Deal 

San Antonio, Scpt. 26. 

Mart Cole recently made a new 

buying and bsoking deal with Jeffer- 
son Amuse, Co. of Dallas covering 
Cole houses in Rosenberg, Yoakum 
and Richmond. Remaining houses at 
Lake, Needville 
Wallace 


will be handled out of 
Rosenberg. 
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by Leon D. Woody. The Arcade at | { 
WB UJ N Houses Plot Fall | Arcade, formerly operated by 
as Rance, added to Martina chain. | QO SEé B —O d 
DS e ee The Town Hall, Homer, reopened as | pera ars e Uppe 
'the Capitol, and the Roxie, East | 
ee | Syracuse, renamed Continued from page 1 
ous or directi of A. DiBello. : 
Policies: eatre- XC ange ews The ea aoa by J. | when she became a household name found her Hollywood contract termi- 
’ Weisenborne and the New Randolf, | to millions of picture fans. _nated. From January, she has sung 
Randolf, open under management of Grace Moore finds the situation | in 25 to people, 
| Keith & Garfield. even more so. She was a regular! At Washington ark, Milwaukee, 
‘ ast month. w as ’ im -jn-| drawing Ss. 
Moe Silver, | ‘worked for Hellman at the | back to George Hanny, also operator |ack seat to Luerezia Bori in all prin her sea 
ager of Warner Bros. theatres, and Royal, Albany, and Palace, Troy. 'of the Capitol. The Basils have also |cipal roles until Hollywood's glamour | S0n she 1s booked fol concerts, 
Harry Goldberg, national directer * Bright Spot's location, across the. given up the Colonial, Depew, now |surrounded her with added box-office | four broadcasts with Ford, and ap- 
advertising-publicity for chain, ota | river from Albany, and the ban on being operated by George Shaner. | allure. pearences with the Metropolitan in 
cumed fall pemcses ane —- Sunday pictures, has long made it a Dipson-Basil have taken over one Nino Martini’s case is even more, March and April. 
plans with executives and manase's | tough one for operation profit. An- | Hollywood, Lackawanna, which will ne ced, he being a well-estab-| World conditions being right, she 
state houses, at a meet-| 5 p } Caz ric pronouncea, € | = 
roth Concen- other handicap is the Al- | Rex. The Cazanovia, |lished radio tenor who joined the | Will sail in May, 1940, for a concert 
tration on their job of selling pic- | John Scully, Jr., son of Universal’s | Metropolitan without phenomenal and back 
tures, with the necessity, due to war ‘Buffalo branch manager, becomes | success, until film press notices) Europe touring the entire 
Hath 4th |booker at Universal's Philadelphia started comparing his voice with that opera and concert en- 
roduct, of obtaining exie “uns | athaway’s | branch. oct angi. | gagements, 
all films, was a point emphasized | Youngstown, O., Sept. 26. | William Brimmer back with Re- The film buildup points to the 
by Silver. Economy of operation) PF, H. Hathaway has acquired the | public Pictures, replacing Leo Mur- |ences came to scoff and stayed to prime conclusion that Hollywood 
was another. Community, in nearby Canfield, dark ‘phy in Rochester district. cheer—if not another Caruso, cer- erently enhanced the bc. of these J 
Goldberg stressed the importance , all summer and reopened it. Gives Richard Kemper is handling the |tainly another very fine lyric tenor. | five American singers, but deserted ( 
of individual managers role in roll-| Hathaway four theatres in the | new Dipson-Basil 20th Century the- Gladys Swarthout was not. the| a 
ing up grosses for pictures ‘of spe- Greater Youngstown area, others be- | atre, succeeding William  Dipson. ‘principal mezzo of the Metropolitan, them a e post, so that the gravy 
cial appeal that may not have top ing Struthers and Ritz at Siruth- | Kemper has been with Dipson inter- but for the screen she had every- | "0 has fallen to the concert and 
boxoffice stars.’ He said an increas- ers, and the Palace, in Campbell. ‘ests for the past nine years. By, i Mtn ae ¥"| operatic fields which otherwise 
ing number of such features were [ — thing—voice, beauty charm and #" could never compete with the pic- 
being made in Hollywood. Atlanta Variety Tees Off is ’ Shift acting = which Holly wood ‘ture industry in the power it holds 
Transfers announced by_ Silver Atlanta, Sept. 26. Tri-States Shifts never qui e brought out. Today. | on the public. 
were: Bill Leggiero, from Keeney,’ Tent No. 21, Variety Club of At- Des Moines, Sept. 26. (after a half-hearted buildup, she Each of these singers is a speciale 
Elmira, to Strand and Steuben, lanta, formally received its charter| Tyj-States made following mana- |More in demand than ever, ized artist. Hollywood never hesie 
Al (21) 'gerial changes: A. Don Allen, man- Their Ratings | tated in the past when it had a spe- 
Hornell, to Palace, Jamestown, and Henry Grady hotel. arter and ager of Des Moines, in Des Moines, 
F. M. Westfall, from Haven, Olean,’ insignia of office was presented to | goes to Omaha to manage the Omaha 
to Keeney, Elmira. | William K. Jenkins, Atlanta tent’s| theatre, succeeding Eddie Forrester, |POwer of t ese artists may be seen | skater, a og, Or a western star, to 
Charley Smakwitz, eastern district | chief barker, by national chief resigned. from the following figures: | give all of its creative power into 
manager, and Ralph Crabill, west-| Harris, Pitts: | Harry Holdsberg, manager of Para-| Lawrence Tibbett, now 42, is con- | bringing out the individual charac- 
ern district manager, attended the| burgh. Members were inducted Dy | mount here, now manager of Des|.igered to be the preatest barotone | teristics necessary to create a box- 
meeting. Also from Albany head-! National Chief Dough Guy Jimmie | Moines: and Eddie Dunn, formerly | office tee 
quarters: J. P. Faughnan, contact Balmer, of Pittsburgh, and addresses | manager of Strand, Waterloo, Ia., |“ p es — lits opera singers, the film biz has 
manager; Jules Curley, advertising, made, by Bob O'Donnell, chief | comes into the Par here. nine months he has played to ca-| heen tacking in felling 
manager; Mad Friedman, booker; barker of Dallas Tent, L. C. Griffith,|  yaurice Crew, manager of the | pacity audiences on his concert tours. | to recognise the individuality of its 
otton, sound engineer. zed, an aterloo, bert Leonard, for- ists, alizin 
| kendall, of Columbia, Miss., prez of | hehe and Ro t Grant Park, Chicago, drew a total of on the which sande 
House pilots present were: An MPTOA merly manager of Garden, now takes 240,000 admissions. At Chautauqua, . rhe 
drew Roy, Al La Flamme, Ed Se- : : , over the Hiland. Tony Abromovitch, each of these persons outstanding in 
: Atlanta Tent was organized in July : F N. Y., Aug. 27, he drew 12,000. At ; 
lette, Bob Rosenthal, of Albany; Leo! : | assistant at the Strand, Des Moines, their own ranks, 
: npsiye! : | with 150 charter members, rolls now ‘ the Newark Stadium on June 6 the 
Rosen, John Swartout, Sid Sommer, th 200 mark succeeds Leonard at Garden. Jolly 
Troy; Bill Haynes, Jack Breslin, | Chiete Barker Jenkins’ aides are| Other Tri-States Theatre Corp, | audience was 23,000. At the Holly- STORY BUYS 
Murray Lafayette, Utica; F. M. West- | — Ball ead aan aa + Charles | Managerial changes in Davenport|wood Bowl on Aug. 15 he sang to 
fall, Mel Conhain, Ray Fahrenholz, ast. Wilby | 29d Rock Island: Dale McFarland, | 20,000, and 55 concerts in Australia Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
anes, CHE Snowe, Se Lee" dough guy; E. E, Whitaker prop | formerly manager of Capitol, Daven- | from April 27 to Sept. 18, 1938, drew RKO purchased ‘Manhattan Miras 
‘iero, Hornell; Dalton Burgett, Dun-| fer. Board of directors is made | PO't. will.be city manager, continu- |an average of 5,000 a concert, with! cle,’ by Earl Felton. 
irk; Al Newhall, Jamestown; ‘Sohn T Exell. WA Vinney | ing to manage the Capitol and hav- l'Tibbett singing as many as 10 Samuel Goldwyn bought ‘City 
Becherich, Olean; C. L. Hollister, | ing supervision over the Time and | | Without Men,’ by Albert Bein and 
Wellsville; Jim  Macris, Medina;} Harold F. Wilkes, R. L. McC °Y;! Garden there. Time is the remod-| certs in a month in one city. He also | nen Kandel’ 
R. W. Booth, Batavia. Leggiero, Walter Anderson and Paul Wilson. eled Columbia, and will have as its! included 35 concerts in the U. S., 15 Sam alien sold his screen play 
Newhall, Becherich and _ Hollister | manager Richard Stoddard, former |appearances with the Met and 17 | ophe Californian,’ to 20th-Fox. 
manage two theatres apiece. Many Buffalo Changes |manager of Garden, Davenport. | radio appearances. He is booked solid | Paramount bought film rights to 
Buffalo, Sept. | Garden will now be managed by May, 1940, including 40 concerts| the Ben Hecht-Charles MacArthur 
Rensselaer, N. Y., Sept. 26. | and western New York have taken! In Rock Island, Herbert Grove, Lily yond Banks a 
Roger Marmon, formerly manager | place with the opening of the fall | manager of Fort, will be city man- | fair success on the screen, onPaged “Arnold Beleard sold his story, ‘The . 
for Mitchell Conery and Harry Hell-| season. The Attica theatre, Attica, ager and continue as manager of the | last film in which she was forced to | Seventh Floce’ t. Will Seiter 
man, is new leasee of Bright Spot. | operated by W. L. Nevinger, closed | Fort, having jurisdiction over the| imitate a bird ended her Hollywood Republic bought ‘Days of ‘49, by 
Rensselaer. This is second small) simultaneously with the opening of | new Esquire and Spencer. Borge| career. Some of Miss Pons’ recent | 
theatre over which he recently as-| tthe New Astor, Attica, by the Mar- | Iversen, former manager of Spencer, | engagements include 30,000 at New-|" paramount. bought ‘Battalion of 
sumed management after another|tina circuit. The Rialto and East | will manage the Esquire, and Carl | 7.485 Berg 
; i ark on June 27; 15,000 at Robin Hood | Death” by John Monk Saunders 
operator withdrew. First was Del-| Rochester at Rochester and the Tem- | Noack, former assistant at Fort will | aoe - 93000 (; ee : i a ‘¢ ld 
mar in Delmar, suburb of Albany. | ple, Fairport, formerly operated by | be manager of Spencer | Dell, Philadelphia, July 6; 23,000 (a| Frank and Reginald Fenton sold 
Marmon managed the latter for Con-| Harold and Sol Raives, taken over F jrecord) at Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., | their story, ‘Man Without a World, 
ery until last winter, and when Ra-|by Schine. The Lincoln, Manlius, | My ‘on July 17; 300,000 in Grant Park, | to cone ne ae _ | 
vena circuit operator did not re-| and the Empire, Parish, both closed | Det. Variety’s 50G Drive |Chicago, on July 24 (the largest Pt ary A ean ingapore Sf 
| Detroit, Sept. 26. crowd ever to hear a singer): 50,000 | Branch, 
Local Variety Club is staging in Washington Park, Mi! waukee. acquired by Warners. 
drive for $50,000 to take care of July 27; and 28,000 in the Hollywood Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
CW OY edtres | needy Detroit school kids. | Bowl, Aug. 8. Starting on Sept. 28,| Universal purchased Edwin Rutt's 
#:| Oct. 16 will be tag day, when) yjiss Pons is booked solid across |}novel, ‘Has Anybody Here Seen 
_ | 1,500,000 tags will be distribbed by| Canada ending up on the Pacific | Kelly?" 
committee including Mayor Richard |} Oct. 17. with | ‘Barbar th 
as with | General Films bought ‘Barbar the 
Reading, Charles E. Perry, ‘chief | Elephant,’ by Gene de Brunhoff. 
barker’ of club; E. E. Kirchner, Mrs. | @!l_concerts already sold out. | "Wredericke Davie sold ‘Stop the 
| Walter R. O’Hair, Dr. Frank Cody,| She will have five performances | co t5 Universal 
Major Leo R. Kelly, of Volunteers| with the San Francisco Opera, rhea Staion bought Gehorne of Sing 
of Amerca. Opening luncheon last three with the Chicago Opera, be- Sing,’ by Jonathan Finn and Harold 
week saw appeals made by James J. | fore joining the Met for 12 perform- | Friedman. 
ances. Miss Pons over the past SIX Paramount purchased ‘Memo to a 
| Bob hes sung to esiimated | Movie Producer,’ by Katharine Harte 
= | 700,000 audience, the majority of | lev 1a 
| whom paid $3.30 top. Leonarc ields so ‘London 
Coghlin Moves Up es, Blackout’ to Republic. 
Grace Moore Started It 
Spokane, Sept. 26. Warners bought the S. N. Behrman 
Willard Coghlin, assistant manager} Grace Moore started the cycle of | play, ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 
at Fox, named manager of Blue! operatic films. After ‘One Night of Chandler Sprague sold his varn, 
Mouse, Portland, Ore. Change puts | Love’ all her films were based on the | ‘In Old Cheyenne,’ to Republic. 
Mike Higgins, State assistant, to Fox; | same pattern | 
Se pattern and gradually sank in 
Fred Hooper, Liberty assistant, to, 
State: Mel Haberman, Fox doorman, | the taking the TITLE CHANGES 
JOEL McCREA to Orpheum as assistant, and Dick | Ul by the horns, bought up her | Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Thursday ont « Murphy, Liberty doorman, to ee eee left Holly- | Samuel Goldwyn changed ihe 
“THE WIZARD BRENDA MARSHALL sistant manager. | wood. Miss Moore has just returned Sweetheart of Turret One’ to 1e 
nant Sines Today OF OZ” oa mn |to the U. S. She has spent most of | Fleet’s In.’ 
‘her summer resting in France, but | ‘West of Carson City’ release tag 
Andy ‘ESPIONAGE AGENT’ | from now till the close of the Metro- | 0 Universal's ‘Galloping Kid.’ 
Komerrow Comes’ ) | Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 26. ‘Remember”’ is the new handle on 


& his orch, 
GUS VAN 
Others 
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In Person 
Henry Armetta 


Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer presents Sist Street 
NORMA JOAN 


SHEARER ® CRAWFORD 


Rosalind Russell in 


“THE WOMEN” 


Broedwey 


Continuous from 10 a.m. 
Pop. Prices, 25¢ tot p.m, 


B'wey end St ate Show 11:30 pm Nightly 


Robert Donat in M-G-M’s 
GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 5th MONTH 


IN PERSON 
Heading a torrid swing thow! 


ARTIE SHAW 


AND THE BAND OF THE YEAR 


Bway & 47th 25¢ 


Doors open 9 
Late feature 12:30 a.m, Mon.Fri. 


cry” MUSIC HALL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


HELD OVER 


HELD OVER 


“THE REAL GLORY” 


with GARY COOPER 
RIVOLL 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 


IN PERSON 
Fred MACMURRAY 4 
and GLENN 
Madeleine CARROLL MILLER 
“HONEYMOON and His Orchestra 
Featuring 
IN BALI” THE 4 
INK SPOTS 


PARAMOUNT 


| 


Sidney Dwore opened the_ re- 
furbished Lincoln, dark since June 
and for several years under manage- 
jment of Al Feltman. Dwore this 
| week will take the shuiters off the 


| summer. His third theatre, Cameo, 
|Stayed open. All are subsequent 
runs. 

Dwore now shares with John 


distinction of being 
leading independent 


Gardner the 
Schenectady’s 


exhibitor. Gardner also conducts 
three, the American, Colony and 
Rivoli. Fabian circuit operates 
four, Proctor’s and State (first 
runs), Plaza and Strand (second 
runs, The Mount Pleasant, other re- 
maining house, is conducted’ by 


Morris Silverman. However, there 
have been reports of possible change 
in lessee. Owners are said to be 
asking a heavy rental increase. 


Ed Goth Upped 
Shuffles in Fabian Theatres 
Staten Island zone up Edgar Goth, 
manager Paramount, Stapleton, to 
divisional publicity head. John 
Firnkoess, formerly at the Liberty, 


Stapleton, replaces him Par. 
Elihu Glass moved: into Firnkoess’ 
post at the vaudfilmer Liberty. 


Switches announced by Harry Black, 
general manager Fabian S. I. Thea- 
| tres, 


Palace, also blacked out during the | 


| politan Opera season, during which 
she is booked to sing eight times, and 
|in two new roles, she will appear in 
|30 concerts and 14 operas, besides 
|four appearances on the Ford hour. 


;out tour of Honolulu, Manila, 
{South Africa for 21 concerts. 
commands top prices for an Amer- 
ican soprano, 

Nino Martini, like the rest, had one 
good film, ‘The Gay Desperado,’ but 
his last was so careressly prepared 
that the tenor flopped, and his Holly- 
wood career ended. He, too, has 
been resting during the summer. Be- 
ginning Oct. 11, he starts his tour 
with appearances at the St. Louis 
Opera, and is booked for over 80 
concerts till the end of the season. 
He had the same number last year. 
At the Met he will be heard in ‘Bar- 
ber of Seville’ and in a new role in 
‘Don Pasquale.’ His appearances in 
‘La Boheme’ in New Orleans on the 
| Metropolitan tour last 
| house records everytime the per- 
| formance was repeated. 

Swarthout’s Bad Breaks 
Last on the list is Gladys Swarth- 


out. Bad breaks continuously dogged | 


| her footsteps on the Coast, and while 
;she clung the lonzest, 


Then she sails for an already sold- | 
and 
She | 


spring set. 


‘Ambush’ | 


‘Remember’ at Metro. 
Paramount’s ‘Strange Money’ re- 
named ‘Women Behind Bars.’ 
| ‘Vinegaroon’ became ‘The Outlaw’ 
at Goldwyn’s. 
Monogram switched from 
of the Air’ to ‘Danger Flight.’ 
‘The Honeymoon’s Over’ is releasé 
tag on ‘The Simple Life’ at 20th-Fox. 
‘All Women Have Secrets’ is final 
handle on Paramount's ‘Campus 
Wives.’ 


‘Scouts 


5-14 Years for Stickup 


Hartford, Sept. 26. 

James Rozzi, 21, of New Britain, 
was sentenced to five to 14 years in 
state prison for attempting to rob 
the cashier of the Cameo, Bristol, on 
July 22. 

Rozzi was convicted Wednesday 
(20) in superior court on another 
burglary charge. 


SECRETARY 


A good all around secretary— 
familiar with all branches of show 
business—with several years experl- 
ence in back of her—available tm- 
mediately:—BOX 81, VARIETY, 
NEW YORK CITY. 
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| 

= 4 | 
| | 


| Wednesday, September 27, 


1939 


VARIETY 


+ 
° 
ers on Loast ay Fouow; USIC 
‘ 9 
rac ope Underso Behind- enes St Reported 
| Major Networks View ‘Cur- 
+> 
tain Raiser’ Campaign by 
hile in New York last week)‘ ’ . 
Holliway, general manager “LONE RANGER UNMASKED N.A.B. Stressing a Sea- WMCA Pickets End | 
ay, counsel for the Nationa ssociation 
for Stations, | Satevepost Will Show Earl Graser’s sonal Factor They Have of Broadcasters, expects to have the 
name ree eters the new rep Ph a icketing o A, New yey F 
ysog in Story Spent M registration statement, prospectuses, 
for KECA, Los Angeles. The shiit | P uch to Offset York, has stopped. It had gone | at- of the NAB pee Ie te pire 
from Edward Petry takes effect Detroit, Sept. 26, | on without interruption since Broadcast Music. Inc.. on file with 
Oct. 1. Showing first photo ever taken of SALES VEXED | Dec. 19, 1938, when the station the Securities Exchange Commis- 
Split was made on the theory that ‘Lone Ranger’ (Earl Graser) out of _ pulled the Father Coughlin | sion by the end of next week. It wilt 
the same rep can’t represent two/ costume, Oct. 14 issue of Saturday broadcasts off the air. No dggoted take 20 days before the SEC's ap- 
stations in the same town and do Evening Post will carry article titled | were on hand past Sunday (24) proval becomes effective and thea 
an effective job for both. Petry has “Hi Yo Silver’ penned by J. Bryan} Networks express themselves as | afternoon and, according to |the project's operators will start 
represented KFI, Anthony's other r) TIL Several months ago WXYZ’s| both puzzled and irritated by the Michael Flannagan, who's been asking the NAB members toe coa- 
L. A. station, as well as KECA, since | ‘Ranger’ program got coupla pages of promotional stunt of the National leading the paraders past several tribute their assessed shares to the 
1933. | bally in Life mag. Association of Broadcasters which, in| Sundays, it will probably be per- initial fund of $500,000. 
It was reported last week that the | Besides offering an original story | lifting a leaf from the motion pic-} manent. It was stopped without After the money comes in Broad- 
on western serial, article highlights | ture industry, is sell the listening] explanation. 
operators of KEX-KGW, Portland, | cast Music will employ a treasurer 
Gre: KJR-KOMO, Seattle, and| three personalities behind ‘masked public on a bigger and better radio When picketing staried there | anq general manager and set up its 

cidaving | rider of justice,’ namely, George W.| ‘Season.’ The drive, cooked up and; were as many as 2.500 in line at 
KGA-KHQ, were considering putting | , staff of song pickers, arrangers, pub- 
Geni 6 tee ak ts te pales! Trendle, prez of King-Trendle Broad- steered by NAB, is described as ‘The one time, with never any fewer licity men, etc. Officials of the 
senveneniatiats of their stations, | C@Sting Co. (WXYZ and Michigan Curtain Raiser Campaign. than 125. However, for the past | american Society of Composers, Au- 
Petry has all these on his list. If the | network), who popped idea; Fran| As the networks view it the NAB) several weeks it's been confined | thors and Publishers are meanwhile 
proposal materializes into action Striker, who authors serial, and) promotioneers are by their present to four paraders. This was after maintaining an attitude of passivity. 
Petry will news tet Ont tation in & | Glaser, who plays role. ; efforts undoing something that NBC N. Y.’s Mayor LaGuardia’s emer- Several broadcasters have already 
teurm ae fer ne the westesest ie con- | ‘Ranger’ has been shown in vari-! and Columbia have spent hundreds gency plan was issued following ‘extended feelers ta ASCAP through 
nanaal /ous photos in past, but always in| of thousands of dollars to do and outbreak of war in Europe. r third party about meeting with 

costume and masked, and, since sta | have succeeded to some extent in| “Among other things he forbade |some one from ASCAP win ould 

It has been suggested by the g | large sez litical picketing 

tion doesn’t permit audiences during | accomplishing, and that is selling ad large scale political picketing. ‘talk contract terms. Knowing what 
evator of one of these three north- | proadecasts. Post article will be first | vertisers out of the idea that | inquiring shine 
west stations that they pool the rep- ever to show undraped mugg of} is any particular listening ‘season.’ 7 | tion operators figure that they could 
resentation of their NBC-blue out-| ‘Ranger.’ Story was promoted by | In their own campaigns the networks | Radio Men on Congress | then decide whether to get out from 
lets, along with other Pacific stations | Felix Holt, publicity chief at WXYZ! have sought to prevail upon adver- | lunder the NAB assessment in con- 
in the same network group, into a here. | tisers to continue on a year-around | Fi E d J 
: | nection with Broadcast Music. The 
anization, a ent advanced | * 1 from the listening percentage an- | es 'ficer in an organization which doe: 
is that the westcoast as a potent ra- Wright, McGarrett Out | gle does not differ from any other | Over Newspaper Tribe pecan million ~ dollars in tal it 
dio market has never been properly segment of the year and that the, le year with broadcasters and has a 
sold and that concerted effort in this In Second Staff Shift value of broadcasting as a sales me- | _ | aadew interest in the settlement at 
direction was the solution to this | ium cannot be measured by any Washington, Sept. 26. re performing rights temas 
long-felt need. Agency time buyers (0) A T b period on the calendar. | Special session of Congress was a Acaapts committee on Ladi ; 

one lyer s committee on radio will 
still voice the opinion that indie, n merican 0 acco The webs state that they have al-| field day for radio. All webs bulged | most likely be named when the So- 
broadcasters along the Pacific, with —_—— | ways discouraged any tendency with- | their neck muscles trying to get an ciety’s board of directors holds its 
but few exceptions, are fog-bound For the second time within a year) in their own organizations to talk | exclusive and each did utmost to | regular monthly meeting tomorrow 

when it comes to selling their mar-| the executive setup on the Ameri- | about season openings, and they feel show up the other fellow. | (Thursday). 
kets and facilities. ‘can Tobacco Co. account at Lord &/| that the NAB promotion thinkers by| With extremely strict regulations | Se ee eee 
Thomas has undergone a change. | indirectly designating two different) in effect, the microphone legmen | 
|James Wright is no longer No, 1] Seasons in radio are, at the least, not| were somewhat handicapped but | 
;man on the account. He has been} 80ing to make it any easier for the still enjoyed an advantage over their | ll lence ontact 
ates | replaced by Emerson Foote, who had | Selling end of the races competitors in the press gallery. 
6s aom"e | been his assistant in charge of pub-| Sa ee ee They had access to the floor of the 
|lication advertising. Also affected! House of Representatives and could | 
H A iby the shakeup was George McGar- | Stuart Dawson S Revised /nail legislators for opinions before | ommittee ef 
rett, who joined L & T nearly ‘the scribblers were able to break | 
ainagan | years ago as radio contact between | Duties as Brown Leaves _through the police lines. | 
" 7 ithe agency and American Tobacco. | Chicago, Sept. 26 For first time in history, NBC | 
_McGarrett’s successor may be a for-| Stuart Dawson becomes acting pro- scheduled daily summary of legisla- | 0 un 0 e 
me- ise er mer colleague of his at Young & gram manager for Columbia-WBBM | tive activities direct from the Capi- | 
Rubicam. ‘here following the departure of|tol. With Earl Godwin, byliner for 
Neither Wright nor McGarrett has| Bobby Brown to the west coast to| the Washington Times-Herald and | = 
plans for the immediate future.| take over supervision of the new! president of the White House Cor- | Washington, Sept. 26. 
Washington, Sept. 25 Wright came from BBD. & O., Wrigley ‘Gateway to Hollywood’; respondents Association, doing the Fleven-man nematiiee, was named 
Steve H: while Foot was formerly a J. Ster-| show. gabbing. on the web at 6:15 | 
inger is pointed at Steve Hanna- Getchell man. | Dawson has been on the Columbia- | (E.S.T.) each evening—if the legis-|,, 
gan, the press agent. Latest warn- aw a the new NAB program code. In- 
| WBBM production for several years | lators are at work. Setting aside of 
ing to members from the National she cludes five of the co-authors and a 
and is handling several shows. How-|a regular period for news of what sas get ery category of 
Association of Broadcasters says ts representative of every category <« 
Hannagan j eeking gratis use of ever, due to the pressure of his new! Congress does during the day is a esate 
radio. He wants the broadcasters to activities, will allocate several of major innovation — reflecting the In naming the group, which Is 
plug—without compensation — paint his programs to other members of | widespread public interest in keep- tagged ‘Committee of Audience Re- 
iugs, and insulating material. war. | lations,’ Neville Miller reminded the 

Curse also was put on the Angelus Vick Chemical has finally found a | ——-——— —--- — | industry of the need to keep in — 
marshmellows, White Cross (anti- home for its ‘Beyond a Reasonable | | the fact that ‘radio reached Ltpee 
tobacco) campaign, Parents Maga-. Doubt’ series on the westcoast. It’s | of different creeds, rahi ooueasae 
rine and Mademoiselle mag. the Pacitic NBC blue plus the Mc- | ISINC me 0 anc ion ax and dt 

Clatchy group, three times a week, Enforcement squad is headed by 
starting Oct. 4 | Edear L. Bill, WMBD, Peoria, one of 
BESDINE ‘CONSPIRACY’ Case is unusual in that the agency R t 
the ecount, Morse al, Pa 0 ac on regulation methods, anc m iS 
OUT LIBEL STICKS ‘ rk contoncts before the program Edward Cargill, WMAZ, Macon: Ed 
, ‘Oot started First it was a group of Craney, KGIR, Butte: Walter J. 
NBC-affiliated stations on the Coast} After signaturing contract with! Hummert last Friday (22) was confi- be 
city court justice — L. ind then the business went to some! KXOK, St. Louis, for the time,! dent that the situation would be las irs ‘Ci: Lenox ft Lobe. NBC: 

¥. Monday (29), Gis- CBS stations. In either instance the | Blackett-Sample-Hummert last week straightened out and that KXOK De "Beat KOIL O: Calvi 
tine the first cause of action of network began to pre-empt time for! found that it could not go through will be in a position to clear the i” ee ie Prag co Bi yest 
ae ee which sought $500,- national commercial hookups and with the plan of having that station, serials on a day-and-date basis by Theodk he Striebert MBS. 9 

) against the Metropolitan Life the Vick’s series found itself being repeat in the evening by the tran-ithe time its contract takes effect 
. 7 Co.. Edwin C. Hill, Le ‘°Y | shunted from one spot on the sched- scription route the eight quarter- Oct. 2. The schedule is for two ” ania the sini setae named 
Lincoln, Wodaam Corp., and the ule to another. j/hour serials which American Home hours an evening five days a week. th Kari Weta 
I amberger Broadcasting Service, The blue schedule bought by Vick Products Corp. and Sterling Prod- Setup is the same that prevails on rene at Pass: pp con R. hho 
ne. is 2uaranteed against ‘ucts broadcast over NBC and CBS;WMCA, N. Y., with the programs WFIT Maal W. 

The first cause of action which 'during the day. NBC tossed in the consisting of ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘John’s nd Herb 
claimed conspiracy to deface, was H U d t WIM] monkeywrench when it advised the Other Wife,” ‘Just Plain Bill.” Lo- au Gia shoeing ye 
found to have no equity in court, erzog ppe a agency that FCC rules banned the renzo Jones, ‘Romance of Helen ‘hi tt 
but the second cause, also for $500.- eden ‘taking off the air of such programs Trent,’ ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ ‘Young ° ’ eter 23 ae He ister aad wilt 
000, remains to be tried. This deals Milw ee, Sept. 26. ‘without permission of the originat- Widder Brown’ and ‘Backstage Wife.’ | agin 
with libel. WTMJ confirmed Saturday (23) | ing station and that the network Weed & Co. agented the deal for the rulings 

plaintiff claimed the state- | the appointment of L. W. Herzog as | anyway didn’t fancy the idea of KXOK. or 
y | manaver of the station. Don Albert, these records being played on non- series for Amer- 

April 1, 1938, over WN and affiliated tlets ican Home and Sterling Products is ’ 
er static anager, had assumed | allillatea outlets. 
= ne execative pane si on the Mil-| The agency in return pointed out the same that NBC’s and CBS’ New, Len Cramer Ss New Post 
| waukee Journal. station owner. ‘the handicap that the red network York key stations clear earlier in Wire Broadcasting Corp. of Amer- 
Paul Ross Moves Herzo2 has been close to WTMJ portion of these daytime shows face | the day. In this case the agency ob- | ica has signatured Len Cramer, for- 
Paul Ross. who was with the Co- | foi ina as Public Service Manager in St. Louis because of KSD’s part- tains the transcribed versions direct merly an exec of Dumont Television, 
{ lumbia Artists Bureau for over eight of the Journal. He has directed _time status. It also suggested that from the networks. Unlike CBS, as sales manager with headquarters 
years, has joined the Jack Curtis- | much of the company’s experimental if NBC weren’t to co-operate on the NBC has no managed and owned in New York. 
Leo Morrison booking office. radio work. as an assistant to Walter| KXOK matter it might cancel the station in St. Louis where the serial Company currently is concentrat- 

Ross will head that firm’s radio! J. Damm. general manager of all|two accounts’ daytime serials al- could be recorded direct from the. ing its new biz drive largely in New 
department, } Journal vadiyg activities | together on KSD. Blackett-Sample- |, line. ; Jersey, Philadelphia and N. Y. 
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No Blanket War Clause in Time 
Contracts, Networks Tell Admen; 


Say Latter Have Headline Phobia 


Several agencies are trying to 
prevail upon the networks to let) 
them write war cancellation clauses | 
fnto their contracts. They say that 
their accounts want to be free to 
step out of their time obligations 
quickly in the event that circum- 
etances arising from war have a seri- 
ous effect on production or sales. 

The networks refuse to become’ 
perturbed about this issue, even 
though John Benson, president of 
the American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies, is making a survey , 
among its membership to find out | 
what they have been doing about it. 
The webs take the position that the 
matier of releasing a client from its 
obligations should best be left to in- 
dividual cases and circumstances, To | 
give blanket consent to the inser- 
tion of such clause at this time, the 
networks point out, would be eco- 
nomically unsound for them, They 
hold that the agencies are exciting 
themselves unnecessarily. As long as 
there’s manufacturing and people’ 
buy advertising will go on and as 
Jong as there’s advertising radio will 


| 
| 
| 


continue to get its proportionate 
share. 

A few agencies have already | 
started to write war clauses into 


talent contracts. No opposition to 
this procedure has so far been re- 
ported from performer ranks, 


WLW RENEWS 


EFFORTS 


| 


Washington, Sept. 26. | 
Another attempt to regain the| 


right to continue super-power opera- | 
tion was made by WLW, Cincinnati, 
Monday (25). Review of the denial 
of another experimental ticket and 
of the opinion of the District of Co- 
lumbia Court of Appeals was sought 
from the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Petition for certiorari—a writ di- 
recting the lower tribunal to send 
up the record—was filed by Duke 
M. Patrick, asserting several errors 
in the intermediate judges’ refusal 
to upset the FCC. Whether the case 
will be reopened and WLW given 
another chance to argue how it was 
mistreated in previous tiffs probably 
will be made known Oct. 9, second 
day the Supreme Court is in session | 
to hand down orders. Session opens | 
Oct. 2, but it’s unlikely anything will | 
happen then. It may take even| 
longer for the highest bench to de- 
clare whether it will grant the re- 
view, since over 400 cases have been 
qgocketed during the summer recess. 

Propriety of the Appeals Court's | 
refusal to consider the appeal from | 
F.C.C. decision is the central issue 
presented to the highest tribunal by | 
Patrick, but the petition for review 
Taises several other questions of 
grave importance to the Commish 
and the industry. Whether the ex- 
perimental] authorization is a ‘license’ 
under the law is one of the vital is- 
sues, since the appellate judges dis- 
missed the appeal after agreeing 
with Commish lawyers that action 
involving such tickets is not subject 
to judicial review. 

While the Supreme Court is asked 
to state whether the lower court was | 
right in disclaiming jurisdiction over | 
the appeal, the controversy may re- 
sult in clarification of other legal | 
points which have caused concern to | 
many broadcasters. 


bitrary Commish action: (2) to cast | three spot announcements a day for toothpowder) has resumed its quar- 
a week starting Oct. 6 over 110 sta-| 


doubt on the validity of outstanding 
tickets with special authority condi- 
tions; and (3) to provoke uncertainty 
about Commission's right to author- 
ize experimental operation. 


Raymond Paige's yacht, Prelude, 
copped a San Pedro prize without 
the owner to guide her, 


_programs costing $300 or $400 have 


, been tops. The war, Conne reports. 
intervened just as _ various big 
league industrialists, including} 


Yankee Clipper, 


|on the red link Sunday afternoons. 


N. W. Ayer’s Farm Discs 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Series of 39 half-hour discs for 
Hess & Clark has been set by the 
N. W. Ayer agency here. Known as 
‘Farmer’s Forum,’ program includes 
14-piece orchestra, male quartet and 
Fran Allison. 

Will be spotted through rural dis- | 
tricts throughout the territory. 


Eddie Conne Back; 
French Radio Rine 
To Quit Small Time 


Eddie Conne, veteran radio pro- 
duction man who was with World, 
Broadcasting in its early days, is 
back in New York from Paris. He 
has lived in the French capital for | 
the past two years, but has becn 
away from New York nearly six | 
vears in all, having first gone to Lon- 
don, where he was active in the | 
early promotion of Luxembourg and | 
Normandy shows. 

In Paris, Conne has lately operated 
Radio Programs, Inc., and has been 
concentrating on development of | 
bigger radio accounts. Over there | 


Standard Oil, were warming up to 
radio advertising for the first time. 

Conne came over on the Ameri- 
can liner Washington, arriving last 
Saturday (23). He slept six in a| 
room. One of his fellow-passengers 
was Fritz Kreisler, the violinist. | 
Conne’s present intention is to return 
to Paris in November. 


JOHN GUNTHER LIKELY 


Coincidental With His Return NBC 
Expects a Sponsor 


NBC may have a commercial for 


| John Gunther when he returns from , 


Europe at the end of this week. The | 
network is offering the corre- 
spondent on the basis of a daily 
quarter-hour strip. If a deal now 
under discussion doesn’t go through, 


| NBC will likely put him on a sus- | 


taining arrangement. 

H. R. Baukage, NBC staff man who 
has been airing from Berlin and 
Paris since the outbreak of the war, | 
won't be able to get back to the 
States for another week. That's the) 
nearest reservation that NBC has 
been able to get for him on the 
trans-Atlantic fly- 
ing boat. Baukage already has a 
commercial, Palmer Bros. mattress, 


CHET LA ROCHE ON COAST 

Chester LaRoche, Young & Rubi- | 
cam prez, flew out to the Coast Sat- 
urday (23) to be on hand for the 
opening of the Screen Guild show 
the next day and the Jack Benny 
stanza this Sunday (1). 

The LaRoche stand will be just for 
a week, 


| them 
|; subsequent 
‘conspicuous patch which made him 


‘originating in the United States will | 


‘Canadian Marconi station CFCF in- 
icerts for next 26 weeks by Ernest 


| Ken 
| Canadian 


FLOYD GIBBONS VICTIM 
OF HEART ATTACK AT 52 


Floyd Gibbons, 52, former war cor- 
respondent and radio commentator, 
died Sept. 24, 1939, at his farm near 
Stroudsburg, Pa. Death was due to 
heart attack. From about 1932 to 
1936 he was sponsered by various 
radio advertisers notably RCA, 
Armour, Colgate - Palmolive - Peet, 
Nash and the Palmer House, Chicago. 
His radio vogue was brought about 
by his rapid-fire style of announcing 
which, however, became passe after 
a time. He was inactive the last sev- 
eral vears but made big money in 
his vears of prominence. 

Originally from _ the Chicago 
Tribune. Gibbons lost one eye in the 
World War. Many stories, not all of 
kindly, were told about his 
affectation of a very 


ea Gramatic-looking figure. He carried 
out the dynamic role for all that it 
was worth, and it was worth plenty. 
About two months ago when NBC 
proposed to launch a_ cooperative 
program on behalf of the New York 
World’s Fair it was expected that 
Gibbons would get the assignment 
repeating the job he did for the 
Palmer House during the Chicago 
expo of 1933. This program was 
never consummated. It was expected 
that Gibbons would go to Europe for 
war coverage but death intervened. 


BIZ OUTLOOK 
CANADA 


Montreal, Sept. 26. 

Current indications are that vol- 
ume of commercials over Canadian 
radio stations for coming season will 
be maintained on a par with last 
year and possibly better. Renewals 
are reported coming in satisfactory 
volume. Situation is naturally sub- 
ject to change depending on inter- 
national conditions, but barring sud- 
den reversal of trend new biz should 
balance any cancellations, 

All Standard Brands 


programs | 


be piped into Canada, though no 
program production in Dominion is 
at present being planned for this ac- 
count. Last year Standard Brands 
had several English and French 
shows originating in Canada. 

New commercials scheduled over 


clude Sunday afternoon piano con- 


Underwood-Elliott-Fisher; 
Amateurs for Royal 
Tobacco; “Treasure Trail’ 
for Wrigley’s; Christopher Ellis’ 
Book Review for T. Eaton Co.; and 
‘Town Crier’ for Burnett’s. 

Impérial Tobacco renews ‘Light Up 
& Listen Club’ tailored transcriptions 
for Sweet Caporal Cigarettes. 


Seitz for 
Soble’s 


Ben Ward will produce the Al 
Pearce show for Dole pineapple out 
of Hollywood and he has taken local 
offices for himself and others of the 
N. W. Ayer staff. 


Motors Active in Radio 


Outlook Continues Good 
Medicine 


With Only Father John’s 


Cancelling 


Only one account, Father John’s 
Medicine, is reported this week as 
having cancelled its radio plans be- 
cause of the war, 


Effect of appel- Single case there’s heavy activity |November. 
Jate court ruling, Patrick said, is (1) | along both the spot and network to maintain its present half-hours on 
front as far as new business prevails. | the red and CBS. The deal for the 


to deny all holders of and applicants 
for licenses involving any degree of 
experimentation recourse to appeals 
provisions of the act which were 
supposed to be safeguards against ar- 


Most of the buying is from the auto- 
| Motive field, with Studebaker making 
_it three quarter-hour programs a 

week and Ford Dealers slated to run 


tions. McCann-Erickson is placing 
| the latter campaign. : 


| Other automotive brands in the 
Plymouth, Chrysler, Buick, Pontiac 
and Dodge. Young & Rubicam is 
buying half-hour periods for sup- 
plementary coverage of ‘The Aldrich 
|Family’ (Jello-O Pudding) series, 


| the 8-8:30 spot on the blue link 
In contrast to this | Wednesday nights, starting early in 


spot columns currently are Nash, 


which moves over to the NBC-blue 
Oct. 3. 
Phillip Morris has contracted for 


Account will continue 


| blue involves 55 stations. NBC ex- 

| pects to close this week for a half- 

| hour daytime strip on the blue. 
‘Orphans of Divorce’ (Dr. Lyons 


|ter-hour strip status, going into the 
'3 p. m. spot on the blue and jump- 
ing its hookup 43 sta-: 
tons. Program for the past season 
has been restricted to a weekly half- 
hour. American Home Products has 
increased the hookup of two other 
programs now on the NBC-red, 


Making Life Tough for Mutual 


World’s Series Draws Backfire From CBS and NBC 


Sources—Sportscasters Set 


Complications developed again last 
week in connection with Mutual’s 
carrying of the World Series games 
for Gillette Razor. Three weeks 
after it had received a Mutual order 
on the account, WCHS, Charleston, 
W. Va., advised the network Thurs- 
day (21) that football commitment 
would make it impossible to carry 
the series. WIBX, Utica, N. Y., 
sought to get out of its commitment 
on the series after CBS had sug- 
gested that it review the terms of 
its Columbia contract. WCHS is 
also regularly affiliated with CBS. 

A third uncomfortable situation for 
Mutual arose on the Cincinnati front 
when Gillette wanted to accept the 
bid of the Crosley interests to carry 
the series in toto on WSAI and on 
Saturday (7) on WLW strictly as a 
public service and at no fee to the 
razor outfit, while Fred Weber, Mu- 
tual general manager, urged that the 
broadcasts go exclusively to Mutual’s 
new local affiliate, WKRC. The mat- 
ter was compromised Friday (22) by 
having WKRC designated as the 
Mutual day-by-day outlet for the se- 
ries and WLW free to. broadcast 
those games it can conveniently 
handle. 

NBC set out to take the edge off 
Mutual's World Series broadcasts by 
airing the crucial Cincinnati-St. Louis 
group of four games, which opened 
yesterday (Tuesday) at Cincy, but 
found that it could get away with 
but one broadcast. Permission had 
been obtained from Powel Crosley, 
Cincy team owner, to broadcast the 
entire four games and arrangements 
had been made to clear them all 
Over the blue link. 

Yesterday morning Crosley began 
to feel the pressure of other na- 
tional league team owners. General 
Mills had been complaining that its 
contracts with local teams guar- 
anteed it against any such network 
broadcasts. Upshot of this storm of 
protests was Crosley’s advising NBC 
that since the facilities had been set 
he would let the network go through 
with the opening game of the local 
series, but there could be no more 
after that, even though yesterday’s 
schedule was a double-header. 

In explaining to listeners why the 
second game was off NBC announced 
that it was ‘prevented from proceed- 
ing by decision of baseball officials.’ 

Scott Howe Bowen, owner of 
WIBX, sought to cancel the World 
Series after the commitment had 
been made by his commercial man- 
ager. Weber wrote Phil Loucks, 
Bowen's Washington counsel, that he 
thought that WIBX as the lone sta- 
tion in Utica was placing itself in a 
vulnerable position by assuming this 
stand. With regard to WCHS Weber 
holds that there’s an implied obli- 
gation, even though the station did 
not confirm the order. 

The Personalities 


Grantland Rice, Edwin C. Hill, 
Lowell Thomas and Gabriel Heatter 
have been named to supply alter- 
nately color wordage in back of Red 
Barber and Bob Elson on Mutual’s 
broadcast of the World Series. Stan 
Lomax has been set to do the com- 
mercials. Commentators will work 
in an order not yet named and will 
go round again if the series goes 
beyond four games. 

Confliction on WOR, Mutual’s N.Y. 
outlet, between sponsored profes- 
sional football and baseball and the 
World Series, during the waning 
weeks of the baseball season and the 
beginning of football. has forced a 
rearrangement of sports schedules of 
three N. Y. stations. WOR is com- 
mitted to air games of the football 
Giants and WHN the football Dodg- 


DOROTHY T. STONE 
SUIT UNDISMISSED 


Supreme court justice Felix Ben- 
venga in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
denied an application to dismiss the 
suit of Dorothy T. Stone against Lig- 
gett & Myers Tobacco Co. and 
NeweTl-Enimett Co. 

Suit seeks $75,000 damages, and 
claims that the defendants appro- 
priated an idea of hers entitled 
‘Cinema Souvenirs,’ and turned it 
over to Paramount Pictures, who 


‘John’s Other Wife’ and ‘Just Plain 
Bill, from 21 to 54 outlets. j 


made 13 sherts dealing with her 


ers and both air descriptions of 
Brooklyn’s baseballers. 

It was worked out by shifting the 
first three weeks of Giants pro foot- 
ball to WABC, CBS N. Y. outlet 
starting past Sunday (24). Left WOR 
and WHN clear to co-handle both 
Brooklyn’ football and _ baseball, 
jumping back and forth from one 
to the other. Picked up Red Barber 
and Stan Lomax from Detroit where 
the footballers were playing, and 
hopping to Philadelphia between 
halves, time outs, etc., to pick up 
baseball done by Al Helfer. 

Next Sunday (Oct. 1) both WHN 
WOR pick up Brooklyn foot- 
ball in Philadélphia and né baseball, 
Same sponsor backs sport 
phases and inasmuch as that day's 
basebalg isn’t an important series is 
dropping’ it in favor of the more 
current football. Following Sunday 
(8) WOR will have the series and 
WHN alone carries the Dodgers foot- 
ball. Oct. 15 everything goes back 
to normal with WOR taking back its 
Giants football spieled on WABC by 
Dick Fishell while Barber, who's set 
to do them regularly, assisted by 
Fishell, concerns himself elsewhere 
until after the series. 


ENGLISH PHILCO 
SETTLES DEBTS 
AMERICANS 


London, Sept. 18. 

Philco Radio & Television Corp, 
of Great Britain is dickering for fur- 
ther financing, if the war aoesn't 
throw its plans into the discard, 
Fact is disclosed in a circular te 
stockholders from C. C. Rattey, 
chairman of the British concern. He 
states that as a result of negotiations 
with U. S. creditors—Philadelphia 
Storage Battery Co. and associates— 
a full discharge of debts amounting 
to $385,000 has been secured by cash 
payment of $250,000. 

British company’s bankers. he &n- 
nounces, have agreed to miuke tem- 
porary advances to provide necese- 
sary bankroll to liquidate the indebt- 
edness and leave a surplus to finance 
new work. Existing agreements 
with the U. S. company, relating to 
technical services and reciprocal use 
of all present and future patents de- 
signs and _ processes, have been 
strengthened. 


Van Ackere Stands By; 
Former CBS Paris Rep 
In America Past Yr. 


Didien Van Ackere, French newse 
paperman and propagandist, whe 
once represented Columbia Broad- 
casting in Paris, is standing by in 
|New York City awaiting instruction 


om the French government on join- 
ing the service. He has been in 


America over a year, coming here 
originally with a party of French 
broadcasters who made a series of 
transcriptions (in French) of Ameri- 
can life and personalities. 

Van Ackere has been waiting to 
identify himself as manager with & 
radio station destined to be esiab- 
lished on a Caribbean island under 
international financing, The war has 
postponed that development. 

While resident in America. Mrs. 
Van Ackere, who is English, became 
the mother of a daughter. 


Fels Bids for New Time 


Fels Co., sponsor of Dave Elman's 
Hobby Lobby show, is unsatisfied 
with the time the program takes on 
its shift to CBS and already has 
reservations in for a change to the 
first available spot to their liking. 
Elman shifts from NBC Wednesday 
evenings 8:30-9 p.m. to CBS 5-5.30 
p.m. Oct. 8 (Sunday). 


stories. 


Young & Rubicam agents the show. 
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WASHINGTON 


(Kirst of a series of community 
by Variety’s Ed 
Grunwald during a_ three 
months’ trip to the Pacific 
coast and return.—Ed.) 


portraits 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

A couple of years ago a local pro- 
duction man, enthusiastic over the 
trend toward safety campaigns, sug- 
gested that his radio station pick up 
the death rattle of traffic victims in 
hospitals as horrible warning 
against rash driving. Today any 
Washington production man making 
such a suggestion would be strangled 
on the spot. The four local radio 
stations—which can easily aggregate 
better than $1,000,000 in annual local 
and network time sales (net)—are 
eyeing a coming boom in national 
spot business. Nut programming, for 
which Washington has perhaps been 
unjustly famous in the past, is out. 
Today Washington is bragging that 
Arthur Godfrey, who symbolizes the 
fact that this town can develop talent 
other than newscasters, is making 
between $30,000-$40,000 a year. 

By all odds, Washington should be 
a paradise for national and regional 
spot campaigns. Man for man, the 
Capital's population spends more 
money and worries less about un- 
employment than any other com- 
munity in the United States. What’s 
more, 91% of the families own radio 
sets and keep them tuned strictly to 
local stations. 


Strictly a Retailers Market; 


No Dealers to Be Solved, 


But as late as 1937, the Washington 
stations were getting six local dollars 
for every  national-regional spot 
dollar. The reason for this paradox 
lies entirely in the fact that most 
spot campaigns are still bought by 
crude methods and still cruder en- 
ticements. Consequently, ine Capital 
has been up against the following: 

1. Washington is strictly a retail- 
er’'s market (one reason it’s always 
SO prosperous). But spot time buy- 
ers, not finding any manufacturers’ 
branch managers or representatives 
here to salve, often have skipped the 
city on their schedules. 

2. The population is a_ pretty 
sophisticated crowd, and will not 
bother to write fan letters or send in 
dimes for dolls that say mama. Hence 
the stations haven't been able to 
exhibit a carload of mail as evidence 
of pull. 

3. Until WJSV turns on 50,000 
watts in December or January, there 
isn’t any big-wattage flag to wave in 
the face of time buyers who special- 
ize in that kind of campaigning. 


Under the FCC’s Nose 


Power Boost Affect Seen) 


This situation is now gradually be- | 


ing broken down. Procter & Gamble 
is embarking on its first Washington 
spot campaign in the near future, 
and that’s a pretty good indication. 
Also, that 50,000 watts in store for 
WJSV is a source of joy to all the 
Stations here. WJSV’s wattage is go- 
ing to dramatize Washington to time 
buyers who previously wavered for 
reasons mentioned above. Further- 
more, the power boost will cause a 


spread in rates, and hence create still | 


VARIE% TY 


ONE GREAT BIG SUBURB 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


say that if Dennis’ 


time sheets 
weren't so loaded with network | 
commercials, WJSV would go on a 


rampage of live talent production. 
Dennis’ angle is to create names 
wherever possible, and his ideas are 
framed largely in terms of person- 
alities behind whom the station will 


throw promotion and billing. The 
production department is continually 
excited over new ‘finds,’ and the sug- | 
gested programs for this fall cover 


some 20 typewritten pages. | 


WJSV’s current class-A name is 


Arthur Godirey. That Godfrey got 
where he is via a musical clock 
stanza is a fine commentary on 


Washington. Well-to-do and worldly, 


the population is none the less 
homey. Washington is one huge 
suburb. It is Evanston or West- 


chester multiplied. Godfrey, the ex- 
Coast Guarder, got into high gear in 
this setup one day when his temper 
got the better of him and he told | n 
the radio audience what he thought | 
of his own program and his own 
sponsor. The sponsor on that day | 
was selling ladies’ pants (so the story | 
goes), and the store was swamped 
with inquiries over the pants. That 
started Godfrey on a trail which to- | 
day is paying out $750 per week. 

Another suburban-homey  broad- 
caster at WJSV is Elinor Lee, an in- 
dustrious young lady who runs the 
women’s program, and puts plenty | 
of variety into the doings. 

Dennis meantime is putting con- 
siderable emphasis on the house or- 
chestra, a seven-piece affair batoned 
by Paul Kain. This aggregation can 
be split into several kinds of combi- | 
nations, and naturally important 
to a station looking for names and a 
production setup for them. Walter 
Johnson is the baseball spieler who 
handles the play-by-play for Wheat- 
ies. Arch McDonald used to handle 
this chore, but McDonald hit a good 
year and graduated to New York. | 
Political and news-comment assign- | 
ments are in the hands of Albert | 
Warner, who got his news training 
with the New York Herald Trib. 

For this fall several new local 
shows are on tap, all of them reflect- | 
ing the peppy psychology of the)! 
WJSV production department. A/| 
singer named Dalton Norman, an 
importation from the South, will! 
hold down one of the shows. He’s | 
due for a buildup. So is an unbilled 
femme singer, one of Dennis’ in- 
numerable ‘finds,’ who will go into a 
Sunday morning spot as ‘The Lady | 
in White’ and then will have her) 
style changed to pop singing, and get 
a name. The third new stanza will 
be farm fare. It will get going, 
under a tie-up with the Department | 
of Agriculture, in the early davlight 
hours as soon as WJSV goes 50,900 
watts. 

Hampered for lack of sustaining 
time, Dennis is trying to solve this 
problem by inaugurating two variety 
shows. one for singers, etc., and one | 
for dramatic talent. That would | 
show-case the whole list of talent at 
once and provide the springboard 
for the buildup process. The end- 
less list of ideas that ferments at 
WJSV also includes a possible class 
show for kids (a one-woman dra- 
matic series a la Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner). Considering the fact that 
Washington is so far sadly lacking in 
local kids* shows, this idea could 
well be pushed. 


is 


more fodder for promotion and sales, Survivor of Old Vaude 


spiels. 
probably new to the FCC. 
the example is—right 
FCC’s nose. 


under 


From a trade viewpoint, the four | Sh 
WJSV, WMAL, | 


Washington stations 
WOL and WRC—are 
impressive in two major 


ment, and all of them are showmanly 
inclined. In a town where local 
talent is hardly growing on trees, 


there has been a considerable per- 
capita representation of name talent 
as anywhere in the U. S. The list 
would include Fulton Lewis, Jr., 
Arthur Godfrey, Tony Wakeman, 
Earl Godwin, Albert Warner, H. R. 
Baukhage, and such alumni as Prof. 
Quiz. Jim McWilliams, Bob Trout, 
Maybelle Jennings. Margaret Mc- 
Crae, Three Little Words, and Arch 
McDonald. 


Production Man Reined 


In by Lack of Opening 


WJSV’s production department 
since 1937 has been headed by Lloyd 
Dennis, who has a background of 12 
years of radio, much of it in Boston 
and Providence. Ann Gillis is 
It’s safe to 


Charge of special events. 


This kind of economics is | 
But there | 
the | 


immediately 
categories: | 
all of them are under crack manage- | 


|are two of these—Arthur Daly, 


in | 


Act Heads WRC-WMAL 


The NBC (WRC-WMAL) produc- 
| tion contingent is directed by Fred 
awn. Special events and addi- 
tional production are assigned to 
Carleton D. Smith Show-building 
at NBC is heavily influenced by 


Shawn’s past history and his seven- 


year regime here. When he got out 
|of college, Shawn joined a quartet 
and toured in vaude. This led to a 
singing chore in the Follies, and a 
road tour on which Shawn reli- 
giously hit station managers for a 
job. Ed Byron at WLW gave him 
one as a singer, and John Clark con- | 


verted him into announcer. 
Shawn has not forgotten his vaude 
and Follies days. WRC-WMAL pro- | 
duction therefore harps on produc- | 
tion background, and a terrific fond- 
ness for the 15-piece house band. | 
Shawn has expanded his department | 


since 1937 to include such fancy per-| 


There | 

who 
previously was with NBC in New| 
York. and Ross Filion, who got his 
radio training in Buffalo. Numeri- 
cally, NBC has the biggest produc- 
tion staff in town. 

The two stations, 


sonnel as special producers. 


WRC and WMAL, 


| 


|WMAL have been auditioning 


McNutt, 
‘eral 
mike as substitute for Fulton Lewis. | 


| follow. 


are, however, 
separate lines. 
network 


fondness for 


of classical fare. The house band, 


which can shuttle between both sta- | 
is one AF of M aggregation | 


tions, 


which has actually been under con- 


sistent sponsorship. After develop- | 


ing a ‘whispering rhythm’ style 
(muted brass and violins) it was 
deemed good enough by NBC to get 
a network spot. 


WMAL/’s classical schedule includes 
a ‘Prelude’ stanza in the morning 
(6:30-7:30 a.m.) and a half-hour of 
complete symphonies, concertos, etc., 
from 11:30 p.m. to midnight. These 
stanzas have proved consistently 
popular with listeners. Once when 
WMAL was going to inject setting- 
up exercises on the ‘Prelude’ show 
between Chopin and Lizst, some 
2,800 letters of protest came in al- 
most immediately. Washington has 
few similar samples of mail response. 


WMAL’s suburban stuff includes 
Lee Everett’s musical clock 
amateurs for the People’s Drug firm; 
fashion hints plus personal advice on 
clothes, etc.; garden talks; and a quiz | 
show run in conjunction with WFBR 
in Baltimore. Bill Coyle handles 
sports chatter. And Earl Godwin 
and H. R. Baukhage are the news 
commentators, though these assign- | 
ments have long since taken them 
out of the purely local sphere. 


programmed along | 
WRC has the typical | 
diversity. | 
WMAL looks more in the direction | 


menting least. 
on the spot. 
Tony Wakeman 


spiels the 


sports musical clock which includes 
anything and everything connected 
with sports, plus music, news, etc. 
The phone response is heavy (Wash- 
ington’s citizens have a failing for 
betting on the bangtails). WOL also 
has the Redskins pro football games 
for Wheaties, also spieled by Wake- 
man. The Redskins’ games are a 
real asset to the station, for the Cap- 
ital folk are football crazy. 

Frances Northcross handles the 
women’s stanza, and Art Brown is 
the musical clock conductor. From 
midnight to 1 a.m. there’s a recorded 
request program, and throughout the 
day music, both classical and popu- 
lar, is liberaily sprinkled in. WOL 
meantime has developed a fondness 
for Mutual's cooperative programs. 


| The forthcoming ‘Show of the Week’ 
| will be sponsored by a local auto 


slus | | dealer. 


All told, the producers of Washing- 


| ton stations do not kid themselves 


| about the audience and its particular 
idiosyneracies. Contests, give-aways, 


|} and wacky ideas are out. Nut stuff, 


|!once attempted as a by-product of 
special events, is largely dead. Milk- 
ing the listeners for mail is useless. 
|The following, and only the follow- 
ing, stuff gets across in Washington: 

1. Programs for the suburban type 


WRC, like WJSV, is loaded with | of mentality. That includes musical 


network commercials. But, 


These 


include Gordon Hittenmark’s musi- | 


cal clock; Mary Mason’s home forum; 


|a man-on-the-street stanza: a camera | 


club with 600 members and a contest 
which 


‘Night 


Watchman’ request program of popu- 


| lar music. 


spots to 
colored 


Shawn also has assigned 
the Dixie Harmoneers, a 


quartet, and is building three Vien- 


nese pianists. In between, WRC- 
and heavy for more newscasters. 
And also in between, Shawn is figur- 
ing on how to put together 
Negro revue if the local talent situa- 
tion makes that feasible, 


‘Radio Ed Told by WOL: 


Done 


En- 
in 


‘Show Us How It’s 


WOL's producer is Madeline 
sign, a local girl, who came in 


| 1936. She had at one time been radio 


editor for the Herald. There’s no 
mistaking her production ideas which 


' are as two-fisted as WOL itself. This 


station religiously harps on three 
angles: 
music. From the very start, 
the only station in town not owned 
or operated by a network, figured 
that the way to get to first base was 
to run like blazes. That started a 
trend toward news, and a motto to 
be ‘first with the news.’ Walter 
Compton was parked side of a ticker, 
and the news was aired in a steady 
stream. That policy still holds good. 
Meantime news from the Hill—and 
for the Mutual network—is in the 
hands of Fulton Lewis, Jr., once with 
Universal News, and also once a gab- 
ber on fishing. Lewis has played his 
cards colorfully and well. Not only 
did he stir up the fight to get radio 
newsmen into the Capitol gallery, 
but of late he has given guest shots 
to those deena who like his com- 


like | clocks 
WJSV, it manages to squeeze in its! 
; fair share of local programs. 


is successful in a town not) 
caring a hoot for contests; a Satur- 
i day children’s frolic; and a 


hot | 
the stations, 


an all-j| 


| petition. 


(1) news; (2) sports; and (3) | 
WOL. | 


home forums, etc. 


2. Class programs. Under this 
|category come music, singing, or- 
chestras, etc. 

3. Sports. 

4. News (also useful for network 
feeds). 


5. Special events, generally of po- 


| litical stripe. 


Webs Put Well-Polished 


Boots Forward in Capital 


From the standpoint of manage- 
ment, Washington’s personnel is 
probably miles ahead of most cities. 
The networks, which operate three 
naturally put their 
best foot and their best managers 
forward here. WOL, the independ- 
ent gamecock among the stations, has 


battled hard and shrewdly to make 


the grade against this tough com- 
Frank (Scoop) Russell and 
Harry Butcher are respectively the 
NBC and CBS vice-presidents on top 
of the Washington pile. Ken Berkley | 
(WRC-WMAL) and A. D. (Jess) 
Willard (WJSV) are the managers. 
Bill Dolph has the big desk at WOL. 

Ken Berkley has steered the NBC 
stations for 10 years. WMAL (Blue) 
is operated by the network, though 
its capital stock is held by the Wash- 


ington Star through the M. A. Leese | 


Radio Corp. WRC (Red) is owned 
outright by NBC. 
ment is efficient and shows experi- 
ence, His plant is located in the 
Trans Lux Bldg. It’s new, impressive, 


but not gaudy. 


newspaper rep. has been commercial 


manager for five years. Like all! 
Washington stations, WRC and 
WMAL try hard for local business, 
and the commercial end is show- | 
manly. Right now an ‘NBC House 
of the Future’ is being built in co- | 
operation with some local con- | 
tractors. Merchandising meantime is 


carried on regularly. 


CBS owns WJSV, piloted by Jess | 


last seven 
has had a 


for the 
34, Willard 


Willard 
Barely 


yea rs. 
radio 


McNutt Praises Broadcasting Biz 
For Its Self-Regulation Policies 


Washington, Sept. 26. 
Significant back-patting for the 
radio industry occurred when Paul 
head of the new Fed- 
Security Agency, faced the 


Jr. regular MBS commentator. 
While the remarks admittedly were 


“only his own views, industry watch- 


‘ers felt reassured by the compli- 
'ments on the war news technique. 
Changing his script shortly before 
the whistle blew, McNutt pointed to 
the agreement signed by the webs 
and NAB, commenting that the 
broadcasters have taken a 
‘which we should both applaud and 


| standing example of this American 


attitude—this respect for liberty of 


step | 


’ Action was termed ‘an out-, 


this determination not to 
abuse it or let others abuse it.’ 

Pulse-feelers were elated noncene | 
McNutt referred to President Roose- 
velt’s airwaved desire to give the 
people all the news. Remark that 
freedom of the radio must be pre- 
served even in time of war was re- 
garded as reflecting the general 
opinion of the New Deal inner cir- 
cle. 


speech. 


WKY Gets U of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 26. 
University of Oklahoma has grant- 


ed permission to WKY to broadcast | 


ihe entire University of Oklahoma 
football schedule. 
John Shafer, WKY sportscaster, 


will do play by play. 


'of the 


Berkley’s manage- | 


John Dodge, once a | 


That puts the critics | career that covers WCAO and WFBR 

{in Baltimore, 
sports | 
at WOL. Between 1:15 and 5 p.m. | tising agency. 
| he unravels the equivalent of a vast | is characterized by 


end intervening 
period of operating his own adver- 
Willard’s management 
a hich degree of 
stalff loyalty, and like the rest of his 
station he radiates energy. Bill 
Murdock is sales manager. He has a 
promotion manager to help him— 
John Heiney, the only representative 
promotion svecies in town, 
Both Heiney and his department are 
only a year old here, but they have 
been responsible for reams of letters, 
brochures, and merchandising stvff 
of all sorts. Currently WJSV is gear- 
ing itself for its 50,000 watts and an 
upswing in national spot business, 
Hence the dither over sales pro- 
motion. 


Bill Doloh key man at WOL, 
and has been since 1936. The station 
is owned by the Mark estate (insur- 
ance, etc.). The Dolph regime is alert 
and scrappy. WOL is affiliated with 
Mutual, and its record in the sales 
field is excellent. Currently the 
revenue graph is a line virtually on 
a ascending vertical angle. James 
Fishback is commercial manager. 
The station has an up-to-date plant, 
and very presentable studios, though 
it is rapidly outgrowing them in its 
continued expansion. 


Dept. Stores in Wash., 
As Elsewhere, Are Tough 


On all the stations, local business 
is profitable and consistent. The de- 
partment stores are a tough nut to 


crack—as in most other cities—but 
the stations keep hammering away at 
them year after year. Possibly these 
stores could be high-pressured into 
signing a contract, but the stations 
are laying off the high-pressure stuff. 
One disappointment to a department 
store would be fatal. The idea is to 
get a good, hot show which couldn't 
miss fire. In the meantime the usual 
department store red tape as to ad- 
vertising is being tackled. 

Washington's big new source of 
revenue will undoubtedly be national 
spot business. Sales of station time 
this year are up anywhere from 10% 
to 40% along the line, but a boom in 
national spot business would raise 
those figures still higher. 

What Washington could perhaps 
use to good advantage on this new 
front would be: (1) more market 
promotion explaining the suburban 
characteristics of the population, ete.; 


Is 


{and (2) more kids shows. 


LIST OF ACCOUNTS 


The following are the national and 
regional spot accounts (with agen- 


cies) currently represented on the 
city’s four stations: 
| Air Conditioning Corp..Weill-Wilkens Corp. 
| Alka-Seltzer an Wade 
Arrid Products......... Spot Broad istin 
Remedy... Harvey-Ma 
Baltimore Spring Bed Shecter*® 
Benrus Watch 4d-Masters, Inc.® 
[Bond Stores... Neff-Rogow 
Buick Arthur Ku ine or? 
Bulova Watcn. i Co.® 
( D. Ferguson® 
C. 4. Clark Co Albert P. iN 
Continental Baking .....Benton & Bowles 
Dagrett & Ram McCann-leri 
Dodge Ruthrauff in 
Kidwards Coffee ...McCann-Eriel n® 
Force... irwin, Wa 
athes John Queens® 
sneral Kile Refrigerators. 
Harry PB: tz Co. 
G neral K nox-Reeves 
Globe ...Joseph Katz 
Goodrich. ftuthrauft & Kyan 
Young & Rubicam* 
Gunther win Riuthranff & Kyan 
(‘ha Hit Dea, Sheldon & Canaday*® 
Ligegett's Neff-Rogow® 
Lipton T Youn Rubicam* 
Loe TI 1) ahhue & ° 
Loose Wi well-bkimoey t 
Lule . J. M. Mathes® 
|} Land © La i 
in wll Mithun® 
Tho mir Wm. 
Lea & Verrin Sch mmer & tt? 
Marvin's Credit Harry Patz*® 
Maryland Pharinaceutica Joseph Katz* 
Minit Young & Rubhicam* 
National Trewing.. Webb® 
Oldsmotil I) Brother 
Peter Vaul .. Platt-Forbes*® 
Pacquin Vm. Fsty® 
Wm. H. Rankin 
Pinex Russell M. Seeds* 
Piymouth... Stirling Getchell 
Potter Drug & Chemical............. 
Atherton & Currier® 
Pontiac Motors. John & Adama 
Procter & Gamble ....-Compton 
Reid Murdoch........ Rogers, Smith* 
Thos. D. Richardson.......... N. W, Aver® 
Rice Bakery.... J. Walter Thompson® 
Scott Paper.. iter ‘Thompson® 
Wm. Schluderb: rg-T. Kurdle@s 
rere town \lexander® 
Sherw Bros.... wn Sant, Dugdale*® 
Simplicitv Pattern...... Franklin Bruck* 
...J. D. Tarcher® 
Standar Oi! (N Maurschalk & Pratt 
Studebaker. Roche, Williaras & Cunnyngham 
Swift & Co...... ...Jd. Walter Thompson® 
eee Morse International® 


Westinghouse ‘Fuller & Smith & Ross® 


Woman's Home Com 
| United Drug.... .. Spot Broadcasting 
* Accounts marked with an asterisk use 
tiie signals, chain breaks, announcements, 
or participating programs; they do not use 


full-lengt h rrograma 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


Wednesday, September 27, 


1939 


ALEC TEMPLETON 
With Daniel Saidenberg String Or- 
chestra, William Miller Choir, 

Donald Dickson 
Novelty Musicale 
30 Mins. 

ALKA-SELTZER 

Monday, 9:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Wade) 

With the Saturday night WLS, 
Chicago, Barn Dance to captivate the 
lower orders, and the Monday night 
Alec Templeton session making a bid 
for the ears of the presumably more 
sophisticated, erudite and conserva- 
tory-bitten, it would seem that Miles 
Laboratories is spreading its sales 
shrapnel over a wide target. It 
seems like reasonable strategy. 

As for Templeton, the sightless 
wonder from England, it is merely 
the achievement of the deserved and 
the inevitable that his very unique 
gifts should at last be showcased in 
a program essentially devoted to that 
purpose. His musical ‘impressions 
are one of the few genuinely enter- 
tainment touches (orchestral show- 
manship excepted) in 1939 radio, a 
radio that has unfortunately been 
beaten and forced into fixed moulds 
that simultaneously represent an ef- 
fort to play safe in showmanship, yet 
belie the true meaning of the word. 
Templeton’s light informality of 
style and originality of approach 
should make this half hour stand up. 
The supporting talent rounds and 
pads out the program. Guest singers, 
of whom baritone Donald Dickson 
was the first (and okay) booking, 
will contribute the change of pace. 

Templeton’s creative piano work, 
lus his disarming singing and flair 
or comedy elocution, make him a 
playing-singing-talking cinch. 

Land, 


‘GIRL ALONE’ 
With Betty Winkler, Pat Murphy, 


| WALTER O’KEEFE SHOW 
/With Bobby Dolan’s orchestra, Merry 


WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

This was the season's first example 
of the listener feeling embarrassed 
for the performer. With fatalistic 
regularity there come each fall 
major premieres such as this that 
/bungle, stumble and stagger to the 
/point where tnose who didn't tune 
in will scarcely credit the report 
' given by those who did, What never 
euite gets explained each fall is 
how such fiascoes still can occur on 
network programs of considerable 


ost. 

While the try-all-over-again rou- 
tine often straightens out some quite 
terrible debut shows, the responsi- 
bility for the initial clambake seems 
to be covered up, and_ clinical 
analysis of how the mess got that 
way is made difficult. The evi- 
dent absence from the O'Keefe re- 
hearsals of editorial judgment, 
coupled to authority, the failure of 
eyes to read the script critically, or 
ears to revolt, brings up questions. 
Sounded as if there might be two 
rival camps of writers or opinions. 

The program jerkily unspooled 
with spotty performances adding to 
the bad material. But it was the 
material that sunk the ship. A com- 
edy program with scarcely a legiti- 
mate giggle cannot be excused on 
the grounds that in the sticks they 
aren’t so discriminating. The sticks 
reject it as fast as anybody. This is 
plain turkey and not to be given the 
reputable name of ‘good corn.’ : 
O’Keefe began by referring to his 
summer vacation on the farm and 
how, out of habit, he came to the 
radio studio bare-footed and was re- 
ferred to ‘We, the People.’ He stepped 


June Travis, Henry Hunter, Joan 
Winters, Laurette Fillbrandt, Les- 
ter Damon 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

QUAKER OATS 

Daily, 5 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Author Fayette Krum dishes out 
a good standard girl-with-a-secret- 
heartburn line of radio piffle. The 
mental picture painted with a few 
deft strokes of a six-inch brush gives 
the listener the glamorous literary 
secretary ‘flooded in moonlight on 
the deck of a shiv returning from 
the jungle.’ 

While thus flooded with moonlight 
and with soft breezes caressing her 
hair and dress (word pictures—not 
sound effects), along comes her 
brilliant employer, a scientist with 
sex appeal. He feels the moonlight 
and sees the breeze and ups and 
kisses her. Right on the NBC red. 
For one moment she gives as if to 
give. Then she stiffens. Her heart 
belongs to Daddy. a character named 
Scoop Curtis not present at this 
muster. 

It’s all reasonably persuasive and 
fugar-coated, ynless the listener is 
just an old meanie and won’t yield 
a quarter hour to the spirit of love- 
with-problems. 

Which is about all that needs to 
be said. Land. 


PAUL SULLIVAN 

News Reporter 

15 Mins. 

RALEIGH CIGARETTES 

Daily, 11 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(B. B. D. & O.) 

Paul Sullivan is the top personality 
of the WHAS, Louisville, talent staff. 
He has a clear, vigorous voice and 
handles himself well throughout a 
quarter-hour resume of the day’s 
events. While those events continue 
to pack drama he will easily hold a 
goodly sized audience. 

Makes no attempt to comment or 
analyze. Whole presentation sim- 
mers down to voice and arrangement 
of items. Clarity is the presumed 
aim and the result. 

One point that may be worthy of 
thought is this: Sullivan separates his 
sentences phrase by phrase like a 
school teacher at a blackboard. This 
makes for an almost too-perfect dic- 
tion that tends to call attention to its 
own perfection and thereby might 
detract from the content, always 
more important than the means. 

Lund. 


SALUTE TO WCKY, CINCINNATI 
With Ray Bloch Orchestra, Gene- 
vieve Rowe, Barry Wood, Four 
Clubmen 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
CBS assembled some good stand- 
ard sustaining turns and welded 
them together Sunday (24) at the 
game hour of 8 p.m. to salaam L. B. 
ilson, its latest ally. Wilson has 
50,000 watts he’s kind of proud of, 
This 50 kw. was considered dis- 
tinctly mentionable throughout the 
program. In fact it nosed out public 
service to cross the line an easy 
winner, 
L. B. himself spoke and has a nice 
delivery. He used to stooge in a 
vaude dumb act, but he’s plenty ar- 
ticulate now. There was none of the 
gagster, however. L. B. was on his 
dignity. So was the program, with 
a lieutenant-governor and the city 
manager of Cincinnati present. It 
was all part of a wholesale cam- 
aign of ballyhoo on behalf of those 
‘50 kw. and very nice. Land. 


on a scale and the card told him he 
was the husky type—weight 84 
pounds. He turned on the cold water 
tap and three girls from Billy Rose’s 
Aquacade came out. He turned on 
the hot water and Billy Rose him- 
self came out counting money. At 
this point O’Keefe brought up the 
question of how he got the Lifebuoy 
job and suggested it was beczuse he 
ha. 35,000 more boxtops than any 
other comedian. 

Then the ‘interruptions’ began. It 
was all about Mary Martin’s trunk 
and two stooges who argued long 
and not funny about who should put 
down his end (of the trunk) first. 
The exchange with Sophie Tucker, 
doing a one-timer, suffered from the 
same script weaknesses. Looking at 
a photograph of Soph, besides the 
statue of Lincoln, the snapper was: 
‘That’s not a statue, that’s Lincoln.’ ‘I 
spray my voice with an atomizer,’ 
says Soph. ‘I use Four Roses,’ comes 
back the comic. And then the one 
about the missing ‘t’ from ‘sink.’ Re- 
peated frustrations in his announced 
intention to sing finally got O’Keefe 
into a novelty song, “What Will 
They Do With Grover When the 
World’s Fair’s Over?’ The humor be- 
gan and ended with the title. 

O’Keefe has heretofore made it a 
practice to try out next week’s gags 
in the non-broadcast portion of his 
contact with studio audiences. By 
this method he sifted the wheat 
from the chaff. The lack of this op- 
portunity may help explain the first 
program. It needs explaining. 

The Merry Macs were about the 
only distinguished item on the pro- 
gram, which otherwise was as in- 
comprehensible as a nightmare. Dan 
Seymour is the spieler. Land. 
BOAKE CARTER 

News Comment 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 6 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 

With a world war in progress and 
political matters both domestic and 
international moving at an abnor- 
mally fast clip, a news commentator 
confined to transcriptions is ob- 
viously under a handicap. 
Carter’s talents and reputation in 
this particular field should in no 
small measure counterbalance the 
disadvantage, but the grind withal 
doesn’t look like an easy one. 

The Boake Carter on _ transcrip- 
tions doesn’t, in approach to a sub- 
ject and general philosophy, sound 
like the Boake Carter that was rid- 
ing high and wide on a crosscoun- 
try network (CBS) two or three 
years back. Not that he sounds like 
someone that has been thoroughly 
chastened. The style is as pontifical 
as ever but his statements breathe 
much less fire and dogmatic asser- 
tiveness and lack that old seering 
sarcasm for persons, movements or 
principles that are hostile to his own 
point of view. In last Friday’s (22) 
installment Carter even accorded 
a liberal backslapping to the Roose- 
velt administration. It had to do 
with the latter’s home building ac- 
tivities. 

_ His topics of comment on interna- 
tional matters during that evening’s 
15-minute stint offered hardly any- 
thing that hadn’t been heard over 
and over again on the air. But in 
his final item the old Boake Carter 
made itself emphatically evident. He 
remarked that there was much doubt 
about the Allies’ conduct of the war 
on the west wall, and then added that 
the French had given orders not to 
bomb certain industrial areas in 
Germany because, as he said, British 
capital had heavy investments in 
| those spots, Odec. 


Boake | 


FORD SUNDAY SYMPHONY CON- 
CERTS 


Macs, Dan Seymour, Sophie Tucker With Lawrence Tibbett, Eugene Or- 
30 Mins. mandy, guests 
LEVER BROS. (Lifebuoy) 60 Mins, 
Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. FORD 


Sunday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 
| Back for its sixth consecutive year, 
‘this series still rates as an ad- 
'mirably fashioned mosaic of classi- 
cal music. And it still has its 
capsule of concentrated verbal stuffi- 
ness, W. J. Cameron. The program 
| offers no innovations, but there is a 
slight change in policy. All soloists 
will be Americans. 
| For the first time in five years 
‘John Charles Thomas didn’t have 
|the opening assignment. It went 
| this time to Lawrence Tibbett, who 
| made the occasion one of fine, ro- 
‘bust lyricism. His interpretation of 
‘The Earl King’ registered as a nug- 
| get of deep poignancy and he also 
'put a wealth of musical reading into 
Franz Schubert's ‘The Wanderer.’ 

For Eugene Ormandy it’s the in- 
itial two programs. His choice of 
symphonic items on the introductory 
event provided a range that was 
wide enough to embrace all levels of 
classical music appreciation. And 
as usual the program closed with a 
hymn. 

Cameron devoted his raspy into- 
nations to a mess of generalities 
about what constitutes true and hon- 
est neutrality. As Henry Ford’s 
soundingboard, Cameron did, how- 
ever, make it clear that he was 
against the lifting of the embargo on 
war supplies. The talk’s aroma of 
propaganda was unmistakable and 
may embarrass. Odec. 


‘BIG TOWN’ 
With Edward G. Robinson, 

Munson 
30 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. (Rinso) 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Dynamic newspaperman makes it 
hot for local crooks! He-man editor 
shows the cops how to do it! " 

This is the first half hour of a 60- 
minute slab of Lever Bros. time on 
60 CBS stations. Rinso gets the plug 
on the dramatic episode, Spry oc- 
cupies the entre’acte and Lifebuoy is 
underscored for the Walter O’Keefe 
revue that follows (see separate re- 
view). The commercial copy in both 
cases is a bit too alkaline, but leaves 
little doubt that soap is being sold. 
The mental picture of dirty clothes 
is perhaps a trifle vivid for the fas- 
tidious, but it all comes under the 
head of good, socky advertising. 

The very successful ‘Big Town’ 
program of previous seasons has, 
upon its return, risked the exchange 
of its former leading lady, Claire 
Trevor, for a radio unknown, Ona 
Munson, evidently on the theory it 
isn’t too important who does the 
| heckling in the managing editor’s 
office. Miss Munson handled herself 
okay, was clear and alive. She’s 
broader and more flip in delivery 
than Miss Trevor, but that may not 
matter. The Lorelei role has been 
an eavesdropper. She talks about 
and observes and has opinions on 
the action, but is not directly con- 
cerned as a rule. The romance with 
Robinson goes on indefinitely, but 
is never consummated. This per- 
sonality equation was more pro- 
nounced for the getaway broadcast 
than usual and may refle an inten- 
tion to do more with the sex angle, 
or may simply have been to empha- 
size Miss Munson. 

The episode picked for the new 
start was relatively weak and punch- 
less (there was an apology at the 
end that no offense was intended 
against ‘reputable auction rooms’ by 
the story), didn’t have much sus- 
pense or mystery and the villain was 
simply painted on the scenery. 

Land. 


Ona 


| Follow-Up Comments 


Lois Ravel, who has been absent 
in the west returned to eastern radio 
attention Monday (25) when _ she 
| sang on the Quaker Oats program 
| with Tommy Riggs. She impressed 
again, as before when brand new, 
as having the style and color neces- 
sary to a successful pop singer on 
the kilocycles. Her delivery and 
diction, plus the inherent melodic 
appeal of her voice, registered 
vividly against the able support of 
Freddie Rich’s orchestra. 

Charley Kemper, from vaude and 
niteries, has been stooging with the 
Riggs-Betty Lou set-up. As he is 
not introduced in advance, it is hard 
to pick him out of the welter of 
voices. There were stooges galore 
and rather more action than comedy. 
However, it did appear that Kemper 
might be close to having something 
for radio. 

Riggs’ own Betty Lou stuff con- 
tinues on the cute side. A clever 
chap, Riggs, like the program, has 
had, and still suffers, a material 
problem: of major size, 


Alka-Seltzer’s Barn Dance enter- 
tainment from Chicago Saturday 
played host to a crowd of American 
Legionnaires gathering for the na- 
tional convention. In anticipation of 
the patriotic side of the radio pro- 


(Continued on page 27) 


BILLY CONN-MELIO BETTINA 
Light Heavyweight Championship 
Forbes Field, Pittsburgh 
One Hour, 15 Mins, 
ADAM HATS 
Monday (25); 10:15 p.m. 
WEAF-WJZ, New York 

Third major outdoor fight within 
10 days to be broadcast by the same 
sponsor. Previously the Louis-Pastor 
match in Detroit and the Galento- 
Nova bout in Philadelphia had been 
sent over the same network. Scrap 
between Billy Conn and Melio Bet- 
tina lacked the sensational features 
of the other two melees in which 
there were knockdowns and kayos. 
While the crowd buzzed with excite- 
ment the announcer could be more 
clearly heard since the fans were not 
so vociferous. The Pittsburghers ap- 
peared to be thrilled over the vic- 
tory of Conn, their home town 
champ, who gained the decision and 
retained the title after a slow start. 


From radio account, the 
match was a close contest until the 
last two rounds when Conn opened 
up and wearied Bettina, from whom 
he won the crown at Madison Square 
Garden on July 13. It was a quick 
return match, sought by the con- 
tender on the grounds that their first 
meeting was so close that it was not 
decisive. 


Blow-by-blow description became 
monotonous, for the fight was waged 
much the same as the first contest. 
Bettina is rated the harder hitter, 
but failed to really tag the winner. 
It was supposed to be a contest be- 
tween a slugger and a boxer, Conn 
having the rep in that direction. But 
it was his willingness to wade in and 
mix it in the final rounds that en- 
abled him to retain the champion- 
ship. 

Sam Taub delivered the blow-by- 
blow account, too frequently men- 
tioning the fact that Be tina is a 
southpaw. A rather accurate check 
on which man was winning could be 


observed, however, and that does not 


often apply to fight broadcasts. Jack 
Hollister batted for Bill Stern in be- 
tween rounds and delivered most of 
the commercial. In his pre-fight 
comment he opined the ma’ h should 
be worthwhile, and not infrequently 
when two boxers or two sluggers get 
together the result is liable to be a 
stinkeroo., lbee. 


RAYMOND GRAM SWING 
Commentator 
15 Mins, 
WHITE OWL CIGARS 
Monday, 10 p.m. 
WOR-MUTUAL, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
The American commentator who 
was first ‘discovered’ by Englishmen 
over the shortwave radio has been 
making up for a late start on this 
side. In the past year he has been 
tagged as a comer and in the events 
culminating in the Polish affair and 
war his class has been conclusive. 
He is, by common consent, the one 
personality to clearly emerge from 
the present upheaval with its strains 
and hardships on commentators, 
many of whom are not that at all, 
but simply glorified rewrite men. 

Swing has remained carefully dis- 
passionate. He has been liberal, but 
not hysterical; learned, but not ego- 
tistical. In fact, he’s very advanced 
by being none of the flashy things 
that attract spectacular attention, 
only to peter out leaving a sour ash 
behind, 

The calm judicious use of lan- 
guage and the restrained considered 
delivery is particularly clear now 
that he pauses to allo.y a commercial 
announcer to step in. The shrill 
whinnying of the latter when thus 
painfully contrasted is a grueling ob- 
ject lesson in how wrong advertis- 
ers can be in demanding over-em- 
phasis. Swing’s completely effective 
calm renders comical the fear of the 
announcer that unless he shouts and 
pummels the copy the listener is too 
deaf or dense to savvy. It seems like 
a basic absurdity to think the follow- 
ers Of a man like Swing will not 
respond to reasonable sales copy bet- 
ter than these typical thick cuttings 
of bologna the agency has ordered. 

A significant note on the censor- 
ship was given by Swing as he 
opened his remarks Monday. He 
Said (verbatim): 


‘Since this is my first broadcast for 
a commercial sponsor, I want to say 
a personal word. I am happy to be 
able to tell you that my sponsor, the 
General Cigar Co., is permitting me 
to give my talks just as I have given 
them for three years over this sta- 
tion and network without exercise 
of any censorship whatever cver my 
script.’ 

Land, 


NICK LUCAS 
Singer 
Sustaining 
Wednesday 8:30 - 
3 LO, Melbourne 

Well known over here via his 
waxers, Nick Lucas, by arrangement 
with Tivoli Theatres, is doing a span 
for the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. Spotted in a variety 
show, Lucas was before the mike for 
some eight minutes. On premiere 
date he warbled ‘Wishing,’ ‘Music 
Maestro, Please’ and ‘Mexicali Rose. 
Had no trouble in hitting popular 
air favor and locks a good bet for the 
A.B.C., plus his vaude dates. 

Rest of the show was made up by 
local talent; some good, some so-so. 
Lucas can be classed as a major air 


hit in Australia. Rick. 


| will 


SCREEN GUILD THEATRE 
With Roger Pryor, Cary Grant, Judy 

Garland, Ann Sothern, Mickey 

Rooney, Oscar Bradley Orchestra, 

John Conte 
Variety 
30 Mins. 

GULF GASOLENE 

Sunday, 7:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

A successful premiere. Tight and, 
barring a couple of minor tongue- 
slips, thoroughly professional. Moved 
with breezy ease and, while consist- 
ing of nothing in particular, made 
the general total of light spoofing, 
warm singing and tingling musie 
stand up as first-rate Sunday night 
entertainment. 

As is usual when Mickey Rooney 
is the pivot, his fresh behaviour of- 
fered chances to snub him, set him 
down, and otherwise employ him as 
cement to hold the program's blocks 
together. Cary Grant is always deft 
at the light stuff. Miss Garland was 
a strong factor, Ann Sothern rather 
underprivileged in opportunities, 
and Roger Pryor suggested he will 
be an able and likeable m.c., al- 
though he needs some more and bet- 
ter lines and not too much of the 
‘your swell’ cutie stuff. He is some- 
what over 21 and the boyishness 
might become dyspeptic. Make a 
note of that, Moe. 

Emphasized as ‘the stars own pro- 
gram,’ with the disposition of the 
$10,000 to the Screen Fund fully ex- 
plained, it’s a good buy so long as 
the name values and the production 
finesse matches this sample. 

Land. 


‘TOM MYIX’S STRAIGHT 

SHOOTERS’ 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

RALSTON PURINA 

Daily, 5:45 p. m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Gardner) 

A character bearing the title of the 
one-time western film hero is the 
central figure of this late afternoon 
excursion into juvenile melodrama. 
It’s been going on for years, to the 
reported delight of the urchins and 
the substantial royalty of Ranger Mix, 
otherwise not much heard from these 
days. 

The program celebrates the he- 
mannish qualities of Ralston cereals. 
The characters are all-bad or all- 
good, and the plot is no strain on the 
cerebellum. 

The characterizations are captions 
in large type, easy to read far off. 
There’s a low comedy cook, named 
Washington Jefferson Ralston. He's 
black and a minstrel, judging by his 
dialect. Two pieces of luggage mis- 
taken for four are explained by two 
of them being his feet. A lawyer to 
end all lawyers, a vulture named 
Snood, but pronounced (laughter) 
‘Snoop,’ turns ashen when he is told 
the man just arriving is Tom Mix. 
He rings up a mysterious no-good on 
the long distance and warns him Mix 
raise trouble when and if he 
finds out what’s been going on. And 
that’s where installment one ends. 

It’s good funny paper dramaturgy. 

Land. 


‘JACK ARMSTRONG’ 

With John Gannon, Sarajene Wells 
James Goss, Robert Barron, Ken- 
neth Christie 

Serial 


| latter mental complaint. 


15 Mins, 

GENERAL MILLS 

Daily, 5:30 p.m, 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

The crimes charged against the kid 

programs include nervous indiges- 
tion and softening of the brain. The 
first installment of the new series of 
‘Armstrong’ shows some signs of the 
It is pretty 
difficult to profess or prove a case 
for the uplift contribution of a pre- 
sumably modern 1939 tale when in- 
troducing quite seriously, a character 
named Blackbeard, who is frankly 
labelled as an ex-pirate (not Pitts- 
burgh). The Blackbeard thing is 
just a gag. It’s Popeye the Sailor 
turned wicked. 
_ Adults must necessarily be bad 
judges of these matters. That goes 
for such fry as trade paper review- 
ers, as well as those self-opinion- 
ated creatures known as parents. 
Blackbeard, the non-Pittsburgh pir- 
ate, is so wholly beyond adult cred- 
ence that right off the question 
comes up as to what age this pro- 
gram is aimed at. Nowadays, with 
girls having permanent waves and 
girdles at the age of 11 and boys 
wise about the stork before they can 
distinguish Wheaties from Huskies, 
it’s awful tough to know whether a 
writer like Talbot Mundy is a 
proper heir to Mark Twain, or just 
somebody Hill Blackett met at a 
party. 

It starts out vigorously with a 
song for good old Hudson High. The 
whole tempo is vigorously congenial 
to the basic thesis that young lis- 
teners should put their chins up and 
‘get in training for that champion- 
ship career.’ Lots of fresh air (15. 
mins. every day with NBC turned 
on), an abundance of soap (a gentle- 
manly gesture to P. & G.) and the 
usual dose of Wheaties is what Gen- 
eral Mills recommends as a sure way 
to build muscles and a good press. 

Maybe we ought to take a rain 
check on this program. For example, 
what was that quaint pauce for the 
message to the boys from the Grand 
Llama of Tibet? 

At that it’s a relief from the war 
commentators. Land. 
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LEGAL MAZE GETS WORSE 


+ 


MOSTLY 
FAILURE 


Lack of Consistency Maddens 
Washington Radio Bar- 
risters—See Whole Regu- 
latory System Bogged 


Down — Courts Slow, 
Confusion Terrible 


HOPE UNSIGHTED 


Washington, Sept. 26. 
Mounting dissatisfaction 


broadcasting’s legal kinfolk with the existing stations cannot oppose com-| registered 


Can’t Stand Himself 


Richmond, Va., Sept. 26. 

Ira Avery, WRVA announcer 
and writer, tried to take a doze 
at home, but was disturbed by 
radio going near by. Called out 
insistently to ‘cut that radio off; 
it annoys me.’ 

He then found out that pro- 
gram he objected to was himself 
on a transcription. 


are before the Court of Appeals, 
which is the most immediate um- 
pire in rows between the industry | 
and the regulators. Three are on) 
the way to the Supreme Court, with 
a fourth row still in the District 
Court. 


The most important issue compli- | 
cating settlement of many matters) 
is that of ‘economic interference.’ 


out widening the issues makes every- 
thing so much worse. 


All this legal hand-standing might 
be ended by the Court of Appeals, 
which has slapped the FCC down on 
many occasions in the past year. No 
matter who wins, almost every 
opinion is helpful in that it provides 
a yardstick of sorts and has the effect 
of circumscribing the _ regulators’ 
power. But if the man wielding the 
gavel at the motions docket is too 
sympathetic to parties wanting to 
broaden the scope of hearings, get 
more time to prepare, intervene in 
defense of some mythical right or 
nightmarish alarm, and take endless 
of depositions, the dilatory tactics 
which the Commish sought to wipe 
out will be more effective than ever. 

In defense of the Commish, rules 
of the Courts and the recently- 
modified procedural system should 
be kept in mind. There is no dispo- 
sition to stall on appealed decisions, 
friends of the general counsel con- 


among With the FCC taking the stand that| tend, and the lawyers never have 


any organized _ protest 


FCC administrative procedure has petition merely because of fancied) about the mechanical troubles. 


come to light recently with the Law 


Department, the Commish and the , 


local Court of Appeals all the sub-— 


loss of business, the regulators so far | 
have refused to observe the rulings 
of the Court of Appeals. In the face 


The Communication law and Court 
rules allow 30 days in which to send 
up the record in an appealed case. 


ject of lively grumbling. Barristers of a sharp rebuke at the hands of | This means the original of every 
are beginning to shake their heads Justice Justin Miller, Dempsey and document must be forwarded to the 


dejectedly, on the point of abandon- 
ing hope for reforms which will pro- 


| 


tect the rights of their clients and | 
smooth the way to successful com- | 


pletion of litigation. 


While the bulk of the lawyers oan 


have some peeve, there still is not 
uniformity among the profession on | 
the question of what is wrong and 
how serious the trouble is. On the 
whole, however, the barristers agree 
that there is a bewildering state of 
confusion that must be tackled some- 
time soon. 

Virtually the only bit of optimism 
discernible among the barristers is 
the hope that William J. Dempsey, 
FCC chief counsel, and his key aides 
will recognize the problem and take 
a hand in trying to find a solution. | 
Generally, the lawyers seem to feel 
that Dempsey is sympathetic and 
conscientious, although here and 
there members of the profession are 
inclined to yell about him as an in- 
dividual. 


Change Didn’t? 

The stream-lined procedure, adopt- 
ed last winter following execution 
of the examining department and 
put in operation during the spring, 
so far has not been thoroughly tested, 
the more conservative legal gentry 
point out. Several prominent prac- 
titioners maintain, though, that what 
little experience has been observed 
does not offer any ground for an- 
ticipating salutary changes. Despite 
the reluctance to make a definite 
appraisal of the procedure, there is 
pretty widespread opinion that the 
anticipated benefits — confidently 
forecast by Frank C. McNinch on a 
couple of occasions—have not ma- 
teralized to date. 

Most howling at the moment is 
provoked by the handling of the mo- 
tions docket. When this adjunct 
was created, following long lobbying 
by the Communications Bar Associa- 
tion, there was considerable glee 
among the fraternity. Advocates of 
the idea thought delays would be re- 
duced, chances of stalling and using 
obstructionist tactics cut materially 
and uniformity in handling cases 
brought about. Now there are 
mounting complaints that the system 
is anything but beneficial, with liti- 
gants uncertain of their rights and 
the lawyers themselves perplexed 
about how to enforce what they 
think are the rights of parties. 

Trouble is of immediate and im- 
portant concern to station operators 
and would-be recruits to the _ in- 
dustry. For the dollars and cents 
cost of running an enterprise must 
include a liberal estimate for legal 
talent and the bill is bound to grow 
larger as the legal complexities in- 
Crease. Furthermore, barristers are 
handicapped when it comes to advis- 
ing clients and the way things are 
running at the FCC means a feeling 
of constant jeopardy. 

Ordinarily in circumstances such 
as these, the profession would fall 
back on the Courts for aid. But the 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals appears to be on something of 
a sit-down strike, with some hoary. 
cases still undecieded after many 
months of deliberation. Latest check 
of the Law Department calendar 
shows over 30 cases in the judiciary's 
hands somewhere. Of the total, 27. 


| part, and the right to intervene de- 


,; and in the future, whenever a com- | 


/save money for the broadcasters. 


his legal assistants are trying to get 
a reversal of position and conse-| 
quently are seeking to delay some. 
other cases, barristers protest. 

The ‘economic interference’ matter 
is more vital than ever under the 
revised administrative technique. | 
Under the new rules there no longer | 
is any such thing as a ‘respondent’ | 
in a routine proceeding. Fmite;; 
the Commish made a party to every | 
case all existing license-holders and 


,other applicants for facilities whose 
'fate might be affected by filing of 
‘any request. 


It was an automatic 
incident in the prosecution of appli- 
cations. The speeded-up procedure 
merely allows ‘interveners’ to take 


pends on how the Commish feels. 
Rotation N. S. G. 

Here’s the rub and the reason for | 

a lot of champing at the bit in many | 

far-flung villages and towns. The 

motions to intervene are heard by a 


| Commissioner—different one presid- | 


ing each month, which is possibly a 


| large part of the trouble—who is not | 


bound by precedent. 


inspiration broke when 


judges—for use in case they want to 
make a detailed inspection, which 
most barristers agree seldom hap- 
pens. The documents not only are 
numerous but are very valuable, and 
a duplicate would be needed in many 
instances. Clerical burden obviously 
cannot be disregarded. Therefore, 
Dempsey and his crew have followed 
the practice of not sending up the 
papers in cases where they feel there 


'is some justification for a motion to 


dismiss. Because if the court isn’t 
going to ponder the case on the basis 


| of the notice of appeal and support- 


ing brief, there is no reason for put- 
ting litigants to a considerable ex- 
pense (sometimes well over $1,000) 
to print the past proceedings. This 


(Cincinnati) case was up, with many 
pounds of testimony, exhibits, and 
argument involved. Also, it was 
pointed out, Chief Justice D. Law- 
rence Groner snaried about the 
waste involved in printing papers 
which never were riffled by the 
judges. 

The newest set of rules, adopted 


the WLW 


The Millenium 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


Meet the ideal sponsor—the 
Koppers Coke. 
Since Sept. 1, when Hit- 


ler’s minions marched into Po- 
land, this firm has requested that 
its news broadcasts over WDAS 
be aired sans commercials. 

‘It doesn’t seem right,’ said an 
official of the company, ‘to break 
into news that’s shaking the 
world with a blurb about our 
product !’ 


Marvels ‘Interpret’ Esso 
Sponsored News Just 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 26. 
With the time change here on Sun- 
day (24) WBT instituted what it be- 
lieves to be a new departure in news 


commentator, William Winter, on a 
news analysis program for Marvel 
| cigarettes in a tie-in with the regu- 
| lar Esso news aircast. Commentator 
| Winter will follow the five-minute 
_Esso programs nightly at 10:30 
o’clock with a 10-minute analysis for 
Marvels on the news just aired. 


This is believed to be the first pro- 

|'gram where a commentator follows 
‘a regular news program with an 
analysis and the first time any other 
sponsor has tied in with Esso on 
| newscasting. 
The program was set at 10:30 to 
'get the jump on stations who air 
‘news at 11 o'clock. U.P. news serv- 
jice is out by 10:30, thus affording 
| 10:30 aircasts same news as that used 
on 11 o’clock programs. 


is available for inspection at FCC 
offices), went into effect Sept. 1. In 
;making changes in last winter's 
manual, the FCC consulted fre- 
quently with the lawyers, who have 
'not made any organized request for 
copy-reading. The latest over- 
| hauling took into account various 
suggestions from Frank Roberson, 


One month, | quietly during the summer and still | Bar Association head, and the rules 


requests to intervene may be granted ynpublished (although a master copy ' committee. 


liberally, but it would be a different 
story a month or two later. 

An immediate sideline of this 
worry is the way some of the Com- 
missioners have refused to fret about | 
such a thing as consistency. It is an! 
exceedingly rare jewel among the 
FCC, the legal crowd verdicts. There | 
have been such spectacles as grant- | 
ing a motion to intervene and then} 
denying a request that the issues of | 
the case be broadened to include the 
particular point the intervenor wants | 
to make. Rulings which particularly 
infuriate a good many barristers are | 
denials of the right to intervene, with 
the explanation that the Commish | 
attorneys and engineers will safe- 
guard the interests of the would-be 
intervenor and take care of all angles 
in nursing the public interest. 

Slight encouragement was reflected 
last week after the Law Department | 
revealed similar concern about the 


monkey wrenches in the works. | 
Under direct orders from the Chief | 
Counsel, hearing on motions was at- 


tended by one of the most intimate 
coterie, Wiliam Koplowitz, who kept 
an eye on the proceedings with the 
view to building up a body of prece- 
dents. Complaints registered. at 
over-the-highballs sessions finally 
reached the front office. Dempsey 
was pictured as equally anxious to 
set up a consistent policy, cutting 
down both confusion in the frater- | 
nity and giving the FCC legal staff a 
definite idea of how to handle mat-— 
ters, It is just as tough on the Com- 
mish lawyers as on the outsiders 
when the members sitting over mo- 
tions rule in contradicting ways. 
Koplowitz is expected to keep a log 


parable proposition comes up, to ad- 


{the Spaniards, 
item 
(Pat Barrett) cracking about every- | 


Fishies.’ 
Without changing his act one gag | 
since he originated it back in 1918, 


Follow-Up 


of ‘neutrality,’ there were confer- 
ences between the program auspices 
and NBC. The net edited 
was innocence itself. The war songs 
never developed greater pertinence 
to the Allies’ past or present struggle 
with Germany than the offhand play- 
ing of ‘The Stars and Stripes For- 
ever.’ Unless ‘Hot Time in the Old 
Town Tonight,’ relic of Cuban days, 
might be considered as stirring up 
the only ‘pointed’ 
in the hour was Uncle Ezra 
body favoring a widening of the At- 
lantic Ocean. 


For the most part the program was | 
une | 


good rural Americana; lively, 
pretentious and sure of its aim. The 


Maple City Four did ‘Old Man Mc- | 
Donald’ in literally breathless tempo. | 


The Hoosier Hot Shots made the} 
hayloft echo and the Vass Family 
rendered with authentic artistry a 


song-story of one mountain love 
with a happy ending. 
and a gal singer, Bobby Hastings 
and Lucille Long, had solo sessions 
and Joe Parsons leaned forward for 


the deep notes and made the mike 
quiver with his basso. It was a 
sure-footed low D right on the | 
schnozzola. 

Alec Templeton, who will be 


sponsored hereafter on his own Alka- 
Seltzer program, previewed. 
His gem for the occasion was a 
spoof on Walter Damrosch, explain- 


|ing to the children, line by line, the 


significance of ‘The Three Little 


It was delicious. 


Continued from page 26 


result | 


A boy singer | 


Comment 


| gram swelling beyond the confines | and the cooties and made them his 
| life’s work. 


Columbia Workshop went slightly 
less pretentious for its last Thurs- 
day's (21) installment, offering an 
amusing batch of whimsy that Ar- 
thur Kober, specialist in Bronxese, 
had delivered per assignment. Ko- 
ber’s tale, ‘Now It’s Summer, made 
|a sharply etched character study of 
|a pedagog who suddenly discovers 
}that he has missed the brighter 
shades of life and developed into a 
stodgy, irritable recluse. 
| Kober pitched his most tasty bits 
of dialog in the scenes which take 
| place on a park bench where the 
instructor of physics becomes ac- 
quainted with a young dame whose 
philosophy and salty Bronx patois do 
much to produce a sharp change in 
the man’s personality. 

Carl Svenson proved aces-up in 
ithe pedagog role and Ann Shepard 
as the dame on the bench disclosed 
plenty of talent. Another smart 
‘piece of acting was turned 
i Jimmy Donnelly as the class 
dreamer whose one and only thought 
was to get out there in the park and 
take a smack at a baseball. 


Tommy Dorsey’s’ Raleigh - Kooi 
| program dropped off last Wednesday 
(20), after three years, with a well 
balanced all-request program includ- 
ing some of the band’s best arrange- 
|ments, past and present. Band it- 
| self came over swell, reflecting more 
| than its usual amount of punch and 
| enthusiasm because of the excellence 
of the numbers selected. 

Standout was Kincaid’s 
scoring of Victor Herbert's ‘March of 


vise the sitting Commissioner what} that doughboy monologist with the! the Toys.’ with Sy Oliver’s arrange- 


has been done in the past. This may | 


Way things have been going, some | 


lawyers bleat sorrowfully they can- 


not tell whether they are parties to | 
a case or not unti] the hearing takes | 


place. There is that much indecision | 


high-pitched whine was a_ logical 


| ment of ‘Truckin,’ one of the ‘Marie’ 


| booking in salute to the American! cycle with vocal background by the 


Legion. The studio audience laughed | band, following close. Jack Leonard 


tionate memory for the jokes. 


Burke. 


‘loudly not in surprise but in aifec- | slipped in clicks on ‘You Taught Me 
For 
the benefit of this year’s graduating 
class, the person's name is Johnny 
Nobody remembers what he | Aye.’ 


j to Love Again’ and ‘Old Folks’ and 
Edythe Wright did ‘You’re a Sweet- 
‘heart’ and ‘All Those in Favor Say 
Dorsey’s trombone breaks in 


at the motions sessions, and the! gid before he memorized the jokes | ‘Toys’ and ‘Once in a While’ were 
granting of intervention pleas with-| about the draft, the seasick soldiers | somp'n. 


Ahead, On WBT, N. C. 


program handling when it aired its) 


in by, 
day-! 


Dept. Stores Set 
Pinocchio’: Will 


| Bloomingdale’s, N. Y., and Lit 
| Bros., Philadelphia, are employing a 
| transcription series of the kid classic 
‘Pinocchio’ for the pre-Christmas 
ballyhoo. Window displays, audi- 
torium and toy department tie-ups 
are in line. The main idea, it ap- 
_pears, is not to sell any particular 
product, but to create traffic into the 
stores. Similar deals are pending in 
Cleveland, Hartford, Youngstown, 
Richmond and Washington. 
Department stores are high among 
' radio’s ‘missing clients’ as a rule and 
_ there will be considerable watching 
and checking on this experiment. 
Bloomingdale’s has done some spot 
blurbing, but never before sponsored 
an entertainment. 
| ‘Pinocchio’ series was cut in Holly- 
' wood by Edward Sloman, former 
film director. The second Walt Dis- 
ney cartoon feature, ‘Pinocchio,’ is 
due for release around Xmas time. 


FOOTBALL MAY NOT BE 
SPONSORED BY BEER 


St. Louis, Sept. 26. 

Illinois, Missouri, St. Louis and 
Washington Universities have banned 
beer, liquor and ciggie sponsors of 
football broadcasts. At Missouri the 
faculty chooses the stations that may 
broadcast and then slaps on a fee of 
$100 per game. The privilege at St. 
Louis and Washington, both here, is 
cuilo although the schools reserve 
the right to select the stations. At 
Illinois the tap is $50 for sustaining 
programs and time and one-half for 
commercially sponsored programs 
which brings it up to approximately 
$300 per hour for the larger stations, 

WEW, owned and operated by St. 
Louis U, will broadcast a dozen 
games, 10 of which will be played by 
Washington and the others by 
St. L. U. In addition to broadcasting 
Missouri, Washington and St. Louis 
games KXOK will air two games 


| played at Urbana. KWK will broad- 


cast three games at Columbia in ad- 
dition to local games and those at 
Evanston, Iil., Tulsa, Okla., and Des 
Moines, Ia. WIL will cover all home 
games of St. Louis and Washington 
and probably will go out of town to 
cover these two schools. KMOX and 
KSD are arranging their gridiron 
sked and all of the stations are seek- 
ing sponsors for these broadcasts. 


Blondell’s Waxed ‘Lady 


To Rosenbloom’s ‘Mugg’ 


Holly wood, Sept. 26. 

Discs of the Joan Blondell-Maxie 
tosenbloom half hour comedy turn, 
‘The Lady and the Mugg,’ have 
been shipped east for agency inspec- 
tion. Freddie Berrens orchestra is 
in the music spot. 

Ted Sherdeman produced the audi- 
tion at NBC for Jack Pomeroy. Are- 
thur Jones and Charles Marion 
scripted the sample. 


Myron Fox’s Title 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 26. 

Myron Fox is now program direc- 
tor of KDYL, of which S. S. Fox, his 
father, is president general 
manager. It’s the local NBC affili- 
ate. Son replaces Ted Kimball, re- 
signed, to join staff of KSL. 

New to KDYL mike duties are 
Car! Christopher, of San Francisco, 
and Emerson Smith from Los An- 
gcles, 

Al Priddy has also resigned from 
KDYL. 


Roger White’s Sideline 

Roger White, radio producer, Is 
going into the agency biz as a side- 
line, representing performers and 
authors. Kermit K. Schafer s han- 
dling that end. 

Tec Cott, production director, and 
Thornton Steele, musical director, 
joined White this week. 


Test 
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i Area Is 
By Rival Publicity Artillery 
As 3 Stations Join New Webs 


Bombarded 


By JOE KOLLING 


Cincinnati, Sept. 26. 


Communique No. 1—WCKY 
artillery has opened a _ noisy 
bombardment all along the 
Crosley line. General L. B. 
Wilson ordered special 
newspaper sections to advance 
against the prestige salient. 
WSAI has answered with 1,050 
car and bus cards—and Crosley — 
sappers have placed trailer- 
bombs in 26 local theatres. 
WKRC has opened the dikes to 
Mutual. 


strong publicity cam- 
paign in greater Cincinnati and in 
the outlying rural sections is in con- 
nection with its new power of 50,000 
watts. This campaign, which is re- 
ported costing $20,000, of which sum 
CBS in New York contributed 


around $3,000, is being answered by | 


an NBC-Crosley campaign on behalf 
of WSAI. Meantime, WKRC, the 
former CBS station, begins life anew 
as the Mutual affiliate. 

The whole situation of intense riv- 
alry is designed, on the part o 
WCKY-CBS, to challenge the mo- 
nopoly of the top drawer spot here- 
tofore enjoyed by Powel Croslcy’s 
properties. Incidentally, 
burst of rivalry probably makes Cin- 


cinnati stand out at the present time | 


as the most vigorously contested (for | 
prestige) market 
States. Not without significance is 
the pretentious-sounding slogan un- 
derscored in his advertising by L. B. 
Wilson: ‘Cincinnati—the radio capi- 
tal of America.’ 
Circus Stuff 

WCKY’s exploitation campaign di- 
vides into several parts. The over- 
all idea is to use Barnum & Bailey 
circus methods to drive the call let- 
ters and the power strength into the 
consciousness of the whole zone. A 
cute twist, characteristically Wilson- 
esque, is calling it ‘CBS has gone 
WCKY,”’ instead of the other way 
around. 

Beginning June 26 last, Wilson and 
his staff mapped a campaign, includ- 
ing, among many more, the follow- 
ing elements: 

1. WCKY inaugurated a series of 
108 broadcasts saluting small towns 
and designed to focus the attention of 
the outlying districts. 

2. Boiler plate prepared by the 
Western Newspaper Union was for- 
warded to 150 country papers. 

3. Invitations to visit WCKY were 
publicly extended to citizens of the 
small Durgs. 

4. Editors, mayors, chambers of 
commerce personages, etc., brought 
into the station as guest speakers 
and each received a transcription of 
his speech and other souvenirs of the 
occasion. 

5. As a follow-up move, Milton 
Bacon was hired and has been sent 
out through the territory as a gratis 
Juncheon speaker. His task is to tie 
in WCKY with the Main Street per- 
sonalities and organizations previous- 
ly contacted. 

6. A chocolate cake contest, for fun 
and cash prizes (the latter put up by 
WCKY) is a further stunt worked 
in the hamlets through rural papers 
and the roving ambassador. 

All these steps are in addition to 


the usual heralds, booklets, car cards, | 


window display sort of thing, in 
which there has been general activ- 
ity by all stations. The town is well 
plastered with paper of all kinds. 
The several stations involved in the 
switch of networks have been broad- 
minded about allowing mentions of 
the switchovers. All evidently figure 
this as helpful to public clarity. 

The campaign is far from ending 
with the first big splash over the last 
week-end (CBS salute program was 


stunts 


are on tap. 


ton to downtown Cincy. 


tems. 
set all time high for radio locally 


blue outlets. 


the out-| 


in the United| 


Sunday at 8 p. m., simultaneous with /too, though, since it specifically re- 
@ Mutual salute to WKRC). Lots of | quires donation of time for contro- 
. Significantly,| versial public questions and will 
WCKY has moved its headquarters tend to impose uniformity, besides 
across the Ohio river from Coving- 


With time change Sunday, four, 
stations being involved in switches ters is a saving phase of the situa- 
by three major broadcasting sys- tion, although the Republicans are 
Ballyhoo attending transfers | anxious to make widespread use of 


Under new setup Crosley’s WLW and mering in anticipation of the 1940 
WSAI are exclusive NBC red and | campaign. 
WKRC joined Mutual | caught in a tough predicament, how- 
but continues under CBS ownership | ever, by the inability to tackle the 
and management pending FCC ap-/ neutrality issue from a political an- 


'proval of its sale to Cincinnati 
| Times-Star. By contracts with clients 
‘Crosley stations retain several Mu- 


Governor as Singer 


Louisville, Sept. 26. 

Gov. A. B. ‘Happy’ Chandler 
presided as m.c. on the program 
dedicating four new _ stations 
which joined the Mutual net- 
work Sunday (24). Program or- 
iginated in WLAP, Lexington, 
and was piped to Mutual web. 
New stations joining were WGRC, 
New Albany-Louisville; WSIX, 
Nashville; and WCMI, Ashland. 
Various instrumental and vocal 
combinations from the Kentucky 
and Tennessee stations partici- 
pated, and highlight was inter- 


ho commercial series. 

All four stations shared Coast to 
'Coast salutes by their affiliate net- 
| works and likewise countered with 
|greetings programs. So enthused 
/about burg’s increased radio promi- 
nence was Mayor James Garfield 
Stewart that he doubly proclaimed 
‘this week WLW and WSAI week for 
/NBC and WCKY for CBS. 


| Wilson carried special WCKY- 
‘CBS sections in local dailies. In 
| singing praises of his own station 
'and Columbia he also tossed posies 
'at four remaining stations here. In 
|same sections Crosley stations re- 
'sponded with congratulations to 
L, B, and CBS. 
City Council granted WCKY use 
|of Fountain Square in heart of town 
'for week’s exploitation splurge, in- 
' cluding originating point for WCKY’s 
| bow stanza on CBS, Monday aft- 
| ernoon, in which Mayor Stewart and 
HL V. Kaltenborn participated. 
| Square gaily decorated and appro- 
'priately bannered for WCKY. 


| Jim Shouse, general manager of 
Crosley stations, also went strong 
| for exploitation of WLW and WSAI, 
'NBC connections. Last week and 
‘this week ten pairs of femme look- 
|ers, attired in bright red and blue | 
knee-length dresses and carrying | 
parasols to match, strolled downtown | 
|and principal suburban business sec- 
|tions. After five-day tease cam- 


view by Chandler with Man-O- 
War's colored trainer. 

Chandler has made_ himself 
popular hereabouts as a vocalist, 
and has a tenor voice of good 
quality which he uses on many 
occasions. His mike manner is 
pleasant, and his Dixie accent 
is the McCoy. 


CBS Affiliates 


Swap Notions 
On Education 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
First educational conference of 
Columbia afiiliates was held here at 
the Columbia-WBEBM studios, with 
representatives from 18 Columbia 
midwest outlets on hand for the 
education discussion. General idea 


| of an educational confab of affiliates 


caught on immediately and CBS is 
now ré€adying a series of similar 
meetings in other sections through- 
out the country. The next will be 


|paign parasols were lettered, herald- 
:ing stations red and blue network 
| identities, Still more effective in | 
| this line is red and blue floodlights 
'on upper half of 55-story Carew | 
tower, city’s tallest structure, and | 
atop of which are short wave and | 
| television transmitters of Crosley | 
| stations. 


| Bill Schudt, carrying on as WKRC | 
| general manager, made three addi- 

tions to his staff this week. Jack 

Edmunds, recently director of states 
for New York World’s Fair, took 
over as production manager. Mike 
| Hunnicutt, formerly with NBC in 
| Washington, became pilot of Dawn | 
'Patrgl, two-hour morning stint. Bill | 
| Welch, announcer, came from | 
WCKY. 

At WCKY Wilson last week pro- 
moted Emerson C. Krautters to sales 
| manager, succeeding Lloyd Venard. 
|He also took on Al and Lee Bland, 
brother announcers,.from WKRC. 


| Bing Crosby was in New York last 
| week turning out Decca records in 
' collaboration with the Andrews Sis- 
| ters. 


held in New England. 

In the main, the ‘convention’ con- 
tented itself in serving as a medium | 
for the exchange of ideas on educa- 
tion broadcasts, with the ‘American 
School of the Air’ rating the most 
time and attention from the as- 
semblage. 

Sterling Fisher, director of Colum- 
bia’s Department of Education, led 
the discussions, with WBBM offi- 
cials also rising for informal talks. 
These were Jack Van Volkenberg, 
general manager here for CBS and 
WBBM: Lavinia Schwartz, now re- 
gional director of education for CBS; 
Stan Thompson, assistant program 
director; Frank Rand; fess chief of 


| CBS and WBBM here, and Ken EI- 


lington, special events. 

In for the meeting were Robert 
Drain, WSBT; Leslie Goss, WOC; 
George Halley, KMBC; Max Karl, 
WCCO; Emlyn Owen, WHBY and 
WTAQ; Irwin Johnson, WBNS; Bruce 
Wallace, KFAB and KOIL; Gene 
Trace, WMBD; Woods _ Dreyfus, 
WISN; Neil Reagan, WOC; Geraldine 
Elliott, WJR; Harriet Edwards, 
KMOX; Ed Lineham, KRNT. 


Law-Makers Filled With Undelivered 
Speeches, Neutrality Issue a Headache 


Washington, Sept. 26. 
Radio will figure importantly in 
| the neutrality fight, which looks like 
a severe headache for the networks. 
Impatient lawmakers are bursting | 
with undelivered speeches which | 
they fancy the audience is palpitating 
|to hear. As was the case in the 
| row over President Roosevelt’s plan 
to hypo the Supreme Court, the 
webs will be perplexed keeping the 
microphone opportunities fairly bal- 
;anced between opposing factions. 
| Plan to be ultra-scrupulous in view 
of the constant threat of punish- 
/ment for mistaken judgment and the 
fact that the new NAB code is over 
their heads. The code is a help, 


supplying an answer for overgabby 
solons, 
Hush-hush on purely partisan mat- 


.| the airwaves to keep the pot sim- 


The G.O.P. crowd is 


| committee, all on neutrality. 


gle and the Jack of other pressing 
subjects to discuss. 

Four talks were scheduled this 
week by the Republican national 
Sena- 
tor Styles Bridges of New Hamp- 
shire, who has presidential lightning 
rods up, was skedded for two per- 
formances via NBC’ Red Monday 
(25) and CBS Saturday (30). Sen- 
ator Robert A. Taft of Ohio, another 
G.O.P. nomination seeker, was set 
for the Red Saturday -(30), while 
Representative Hamilton Fish of 
New York, one of the outstanding 
foes of the President, soloing on 
CBS Monday (25). 

The Democrats haven’t worked out 
a time-table, although Representa- 
tive T. V. Smith of Illinois, one of 
the livelier spielers, is back at the 
mike over CBS. Senator William E. 
Borah, mainspring of the isalation- 
ist bloc, did a turn last week with 
more blasts planned. 

Particularly unfortunate for the 
chains that all the more prominent 
lawmakers with a gift of gab are 
fighting the President. Most of the 
Administration supporters are either 
poor speakers or lack a popular ap- 
peal and prestige to command at- 
tention. Hence radio may be in a 
position, despite all precautions, of 
building up the foes of any change 


in the embargo. 


Ynez Seabury. 


Ralston Hops on Uplift Band Wagon; 
Clean Thinking’ Is Program's Aim 


COAST AFRA BRANCH 
ELECTING OFFICERS 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Election of officers and board of 
directors for Coast local of Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists will 
be held today (Tues.). Following 
nominees are on the ballot: 
For president: Frederic Shields, 


Ist v.p.: William Brandt, Freeman 
High. 

2nd sov.p.: Frederic 
Thomas Freebairn-Smith. 
3rd v.p.: Homer Hall, 
Lynn, 

4th v.p.: Earl Ross, Howard Swart. 
5th v.p.: James Eakins, Lee Millar. 
Recording secretary: Lucille La 
Pointe, Frank Nelson. 

Treasurer; Theodore Bliss, Louis 
Merrill. 

Nominations for directors. are: 
Richard Bailey, Beatrice Benaderet, 
Hal Berger, William Brandt, Ray- 
mond Clark, Sally Creighton, Wil- 
liam Days, Jr., Freeman High, Henry 
Iblings, Edward Lynn, Pat Mc- 
Geehan, Lee Millar, Frank Nelson, 
Barney Phillips, Earle Ross, Ynez 
Seabury, Howard Swart, Walter 
White. 


MacKaye, 
Edward 


WINNIPEG CHANGES 


New Shows For Fall—Also 
Listings For Radio Editors 


New 


Winnipeg, Sept. 26. 

‘Utter confusion’ is reported to be 
the order of the day for offices of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
State of affairs has been brought 
about by two things, the coming 
change of eastern zones from day- 
light to standard time, and the new- 
ly introduced CBC printed schedule. 

Schedule is current headache for 
the boys, with doubts still being up- 
permost as to eventual effectiveness. 
Old CBC sked was identical to cur- 
rent Columbia sked, only difference 
being CBC listing has had to cover 
all five time zones and regional net- 
works. New one will be straight 
mimeo job, will be issued from Re- 
gional offices and hence will only 
cover Regional networks rather than 
national situation. Radio editors 
feel this will eliminate present head- 
aches encountered with sorting out 
schedule. 


Program conferences are currently | 
in progress between CBC program 
heads and producers. Gab has been 
called for the boys to straighten out 


Chicago, Sept. 25, 
Determined effort of kid show 
/ sponsors to win full parent approval 
and the okay of Women’s Clubs and 
Parents and Teachers’ Associations 


is indicated in the general publicity 
release from the Gardner agency for 
the start of the ‘Tom Mix Straight 
Shooters’ show which started on 
NBC yesterday (25). 


In part the release states: 


‘Always a character who shoots 
straight and fights for the right— 
Tom Mix, this year sets a new 
ideal in the plot of his 1939-40 air 
show. This year, the famous 
western hero turns to the patriotic 
for his theme. Not flag waving, 
war-making patriotism, but the 
sound, commendable patriotism of 
trying to save for America a 
famous western section for a na- 
tional park. 

‘Such a plot provides splendid 
possibilities for building a_ pro- 
gram which will provide whole- 
some, informative entertainment 
as well as adventure. Education 
in the handling of such subjects as 
western forestry, animal life, ex- 
ploration, and the history of the 
early frontier will be the basis for 
all Tom Mix adventures. The 
Straight Shooters code, so much 
featured in former Tom Mix 
shows, will again play an im- 
portant part, because through this 
code, Tom is able to instill in his 
listeners the principles of clean 
thinking and clean living which 
have always been cornerstones in 
his appeal to children. 

‘Ralston Purina Company, after 
making a careful analysis of par- 
ent and teacher criticisms of Chil- 
dren’s programs in the past, have 
set the following formula for all 
Ralston Straight Shooter shows: 


1. Wholesome entertainment. 

2. Worthwhile educational 
formation. 

3. Inspiration for better living. 

4. No objectionable suspense.’ 


FCC Inritated, 
‘Hamm Denial Is 


‘Unsatisfactory’ 


Washington, Sept. 26. 


in- 


their various troubles and endeavor 
to find spots for their shows. 


New shows alreacy listed include | 
a new concert show to be handled | 
by James Roberts, new import from 
England to Winnipeg to conduct 
Male Voice Choir and Philharmonic 
orchestra of this city. Roberts will | 
have Sunday afternoon show. Was | 
formerly with Carl Rosa Opera of | 
England. 

Geoffrey Waddington will 
changing from his concert set-up to | 
a modern string show. Will hit air | 
on Fridays at midnight CST. W. H. | 
Anderson's ‘Choristers and Strings’ | 
is in for a general revamping with | 
augmented choir in the offing, and | 
Charlie Wright's ‘Merrymakers 
Revue’ will continue, it has been 
announced. 

Comedy, according to officials, will 
come in for major attention with 
“Woodhouse and Hawkins’ (Art Mc- | 
Gregor and Frank Deaville) going 
through the cleaners. Also reported 
a new comedy show is in the wind, | 


Tweed and Frank Wade. 


and Bertie Wooster type. 


other minor changes being effected 
throughout the sked. Sked original- 
ly set to bow in this week has been 
set back two weeks due to war con- 
ditions and many last minute 
changes and alterations. 


SEEBACH GETS A TITLE 
Julius F. Seebach, WOR, N. Y.. 
program director, was appointed a 


His working status doesn’t change. 


Unsatisfactory denial that the law 


| was violated and failure to give a 


complete explanation of what actu- 
ally happened put WMCA, New 
York, on the carpet in public as lat- 


jest FCC attempt to find out about 
|reported intercepting of war mes- 
| sages, 


Open hearing to see whether 
the Donald Flamm. outlet should be 
lined up against the wall goes on 
tomorrow (Wednesday) under a new 


|order declaring the reply to the first 


citation is ‘not in forthright compi- 


| ance’ with order to show cause why 


the license should not be rescinded. 

After pondering reply by William 
Weisman, counsel and director of 
Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., the 
Commish Wednesday (20) sum- 
moned officers of the station to show 
up for face-to-face grilling about 
the circumstances surrounding the 
broadcasting of reports that Ger- 
many and Great Britain had sent 


|certain war orders to their forces via 


radio code. 
Evidence of growing irritation was 


this to be called ‘The Two English- | given in the formal order, and bul- 
men’ and will be handled by Tommy , warked by private comment of regu- 
Idea ap- | lators who undeniably are piqued at 
parently is to make it on the Jeeves | both Flamm and the New York Her- 
ald Tribune. 

Carl Hills, Winnipeg organist from nouncement remarked that Weisman 
the Garrick, will be given a new | failed to state ‘whether the station 
spot on the fall sked in addition to | broadcast any such message knowing 


Tartly-phrased an- 


the same to be so intercepted.’ The 
Commish pointed out that the re- 
sponse ‘in lieu of disclosing all facts 


|and circumstances as required by the 


Commission’s order contains in large 
part general averments amounting to 
merely conclusions of law,’ that the 
copy of an alleged contract with the 
Herald-Trib was ‘ambiguous and in- 
definite,’ that oral understandings for 
the broadcasting of war news had 


vice-president of the outlet last week. | not been revealed, and the affidavit 


‘is in other respects incomplete, 


se been with the station since | evasive, and not in compliance with 
5. 


the Commission's order.’ 


fi 
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“The 1939-40 Variety Radio Directory is filled with information 
that is of utmost importance to the radio industry. The edition 
is the result of wide research by its compilers and editors, as 
well as by the industry itself. The material it contains is of day- 
to-day value to the industry and all who are ossociated with it 


in any way.” 
— WICHITA BEACON. 


“We feel it's appropriate to toss an orchid to Variety for its 
1939-40 Variety Radio Directory just off the press.” 


— ALLENTOWN EVENING CHRONICLE. 


“The Variety Radio Directory is generally acknowledged to 
be the bible of radio writers, artists and producers. This year’s 
edition has an unusually large fund of information.” 


—Paul Kennedy, 
CINCINNATI POST. 


“The book is even an improvement on the last edition, which 
I had considered to be the final word in such a work. It will 
be of constant use to me as a reference in writing my column.” 


—Jack Shafer, 
THE NEWARK LEDGER. 


“Bigger and more complete than ever, the Directory answers 
every question that could possibly be asked about the business. 
It is replete with statistics about the radio industry.” 


— BALTIMORE NEWS-POST. 


“Detailed information relative to the radio industry in all its 
branches and ramifications has been a characteristic of the 
Radio Directory. 


“This third annual volume has maintained the high standard 
set in previous issues and has added a valuable feature in a 
120-page analysis of 10 years of network programming, pre- 
pared by the Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting. 


“As a handy reference volume, the Directory is indispensable 
in its field.” 


— ROCHESTER DEMOCRAT & CHRONICLE. 


) or immediate delivery order “The new. Variety Radio Directory contains 1.352 pages, a 
your copy of the Radio Directory me of practically everything that has happened in the past 
twelve years.” 
today from one of the offices or | —Chuck Gay, 


. —DAYTON NEWS. 
stores listed below. 


“The new 1939-40 Variety Radio Directory is grand. I am sure 
we will find it very necessary and valuable.” 


5 Pp er O —Mercia Margaret Mateu, 
C p V NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE. 
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Recker Father Burke Move WEW, 
St. L., Out of Attic Into Profits 


immediately began changing things 
around the university station. New 
offices, broadcasting studios and 
modern equipment were purchased 
and arranged and approximately 
! $60,000 was spent in bringing the sta- 
| tion, etc., up to date. 


Live talent programs, for the most | 


St. Louis, Sept. 26. 


‘How One Man Broke Into a Hard | 
Market’ might well be the title of the 
efforts of Al S. Foster, general man- 
ager of WEW,, in establishing this sta- 
tion in the commercial field in less 
than two years. When Foster and 
Father Wallace Burke, S.J.. came 
from WWL in September, 1938, they | part, supplanted records, but the best 
found that WEW, owned and oper- ‘of the latter were retained. Foster 
ated by the St. Louis U., had been brought to St. Louis the ‘Lone Star 
supported only by private contribu- | Ranger.’ This feature was commer- 
tions for 16 years. It was the first | cialized and was one of the opening 
station to go on the air in this burg.| wedges Foster drove into the local 
but had never obtained a dollar's field for commercial accounts. 
worth of business. Other followings were established 

The equipment was somewhat run ‘by weekly programs arranged for 
down and the broadcasting booths | school children, players on the city’s 
were located in the attic in the uni- | municipal sports field, ete. Foster 
versity, and entrance to them was | has also inaugurated special pro- 
gained only via five flights of stairs. | grams for the Catholic, Italian, Ger- 
Foster began building his organiza- | man, Hungarian and Negro citizens 
tion as he sought sponsors for the| of the burg, and WEW is the only 
station. He solicited national ac- | station here that carries so many for- 
counts. The local field was pretty | eign-language programs. 
tight. WEW operated on a dawn-to- This resulted in Foster getting his 
dusk sked. Foster and Father Burke! share of biz, even though there is 


SCHOOL CALLS 


NBC to Educate 10 Mere in Selling 
Talent 


George Engels is to pick 10 young 
men from those already employed at 
NBC for the purpose of schooling 
them to become the future personnel 
of the NBC concert booking activi- 


ties. It has lately been evident that 
the job of getting ‘the right type’ 
was growing constantly more diffi- 
cult as the dwindling of the road and 
the changing conditions of today 
united to prevent the necessary ex- 


| perience. 


Once selected, the students will be 
given a realistic education. One part 
of the apprenticeship will be class- 
room lectures with various outsiders 
invited to tell the young men some- 
thing of show business, art and re- 
lated matters. 


plenty of stiff competish from KWK, 
WIL, KMOX, KSD and KXOK, the 
latter being the last to enter the local 
field. Since Foster and Father Burke 
have been master-minding WEW, the 
station has paid off many of its obli- 
gations, has some coin put away for 
further expansion and is making as 
much progress as any other station 
in town. 


PATTERSON RELEASED 
BY WHEELING STEEL 


Ardenne White, tenor last year on) 


Wheeling Steel’s ‘Musical Steel- 
makers’ program on WOR-Mautual, 
assumes an assistant producer post 
on the program as well as singing 


Denver Now Has Four 
Full-Time Affilates As 
KVOD-KFEL Separate 


Denver, Sept. 26. 
Receiving notification from the 
' FCC that reports on the broadcast. 


when it returns to the air Oct. 4 ing ability of the new KVOD trans- 


over 45 Mutual outlets. White was 
a clerk in the audit dept. of the spon- 
sor, giving up that job to devote full 
time to the radio show. 


He replaces Walter Patterson who) 


returns to station work. Patterson 
originally was with WWVA, Wheel- 
ing, from which point the Steelmak- 
ers emanate. 


WKY’s 4th NBC Feed 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 26. 

Last Saturday (23) WKY origi- | 
nated another program for NBC 
with the presentation of ‘Southwest- 
ern Serenade,’ featuring Marty Hall, 
vocalist; Two Keyboards and A Con- | 


sole, and Ken Wright at the organ. | 
Polly Taylor and Josephine Alves 
were at the pianos with Wright. 


| mitter were okay, both KVOD and 
| KFEL went on the air full time less 
| than two hours later. Both stations 
which have been dividing time, have 
had their power boosted from 500 to 
1,000 watts. KFEL will retain the 
920 wavelength which both have 
been sharing, with KVOD going on 
the 630 band. 

This gives all four national net. 
works a full-time Denver outlet 
KFEL is affiliated with Mutual. 
KVOD with the Blue NBC: KLZ 
with Columbia, while KOA, owned 
by General Electric, is leased and 
programmed by the NBC Red. 

KFEL and KVOD will both have 


five newscasts daily, KLZ four and 


KOA two. KFEL uses Transradio; 
KVOD, United Press; KLZ, Inter- 


This is the fourth musical program 
originated at WKY for NBC this 
year. Others were ‘Southwestern 
Stars,” ‘Summertime Swing’ 
‘Cameos of Melody.’ 


. 


national News; with the Post furnish. 
ing the news for KOA. 


PETER VAN STEEDEN 
GETS SPOTLIGHT 


Fred Allen’s forthcoming series for 
Bristol-Myers on the NBC-red will 
not only have guest names and 
Wynn Murray as the regular vocal- 
ist but will seek to build Peter Van 
Steeden, maestro, into a major com- 
edy asset. Van Steeden will stay off 
the show but on salary for the first 
three weeks, during which there 
will be that many different conduc- 
tors. Allen, according to the scripts, 
will have so much trouble with them 
that he will be glad to have the 
gadfly Van Steeden back on the pro- 


|; Sram. 


Van Steeden will meanwhile play 
arcund on hotel or one-nighter 
stands, with a sustaining pickup as- 
sured him by NBC. Young & Rubi- 
cam, agency on the account, staged 
a lunch for radio eds, etc., Monday 
(25), to break the news about the 
revision of the Allen show. 


Ed East Spreading 


Ed East, who currently emcees 
‘Name It and Take It’ on NBC Blue, 
starts a new program Monday—(Oct. 
2) on WJZ, New York. He'll air from 
7-7.55 p.m. filling almost an entire hour 
with news and weather reports, 
songs, records, etc. Program is 
scheduled for six days per week, 
Monday through Saturday. It’s sus- 
taining as is ‘Name It.’ 

East’s quiz show drops off this 
Friday (29) for one week, returning 
Oct. 6 with same format and time 
but on a full NBC-Blue net whereas 
it previously aired only in N. Y. 


WIP Man to Ecuador 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

Frank Dougherty, head of the WIP 
supply department, will leave for 
Guayquill, Ecuador, on Oct. 6 to 
join the staff of the Ministry of In- 
dustry there. 

No successor at the radio station 
has yet been chosen. 
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SHOWS 
PROPAGANDA 


Well-Laid Plans Now in Op- 
eration for Duration of 
War—Normalcy Reflected 
by Program From Italy 


LESS NEWS NOW 


London, Sept. 19. 
British Broadcasting Corp. has 
rapidly resumed fairly normal opera- 


tion as to entertainment. In the first 
fortnight and especially during the 
tense days just before and just after 
the declaration of war, when the ex- 
pectation of an immediate military 
bombardment of London haunted 
everyone, there wasn’t much on the 
air save news bulletins and phono- 
graph records. It was quickly de- 
cided by the government, BBC, and 
the public that there was too much 
of both. Sir John Squire and other 
prominent personages wrote the 
Times and in other ways spoke up 
that there was no need for such 
drastic departures from norm. Whole 
idea that the radio was something to 
stay glued to for the latest bit of 
horror was seen as bad for morale, 
disruptive to calm and business as 
usual. 

(Editor’s Note: The overfrequency 
of news bulletins in England was 
duplicated in the United States, and 
on this side as over BBC the ulti- 
mate tendency was to confine news 
to fairly fixed periods, although not 
relinquishing the special ‘flash’ 
where warranted. In both coun- 
tries, the one at war, the other at 


peace, emotional exhaustion from 
too intense’ radio-listening was 
noted.) 


As carefully worked out well 
ahead, the BBC, after war, quickly 
scattered its manpower, shifted its 
wavelengths and dug in. Apart from 
the importance of the domestic serv- 
ice, averaging 19 hours daily, the war 
footing established a 22-hour day for 
the shortwave division, which is 
broadcasting news (i.e., propaganda) 
in 10 different languages. 

Tongues in use, aside from Eng- 
lish, are: French (for French Can- 
adians), Afrikaans (for South Af- 
rica), Arabic (for Near East), Ger- 
man, Italian, Spanish (for Spain and 
South America), Portuguese (for 
Brazil), Magyar (for Hungary), and 
Czech. Last was added at the week- 
end and was inaugurated by Jan 
Masaryk, son of the first Czech prexy 
and former Czechoslovak envoy in 
London. Bulletins are allotted fixed 
daily spots, using two short wave 
senders and the 261 metres wave- 
length, the wave band position used 


Just off 
the Press! 


Business In 


BALTIMORE 


Published by the Merchandis- 
ing Department of Radio Station 
WBAL in behalf of retailers in 
the Baltimore area, and in the 
interest of the manufacturers, 
representatives, distributors and 
advertising agencies who serve 
them, 


If you have not received 
a copy write WBAL or 


International Radio Sales 


means 
in Baltimore 


RADIO TACTICS 


in normal times by the main London 
stem of the U. K. network. 

Additionally, relays to the U. S. 
webs are originated in BBC’s Lon- 
don studios, which placed these fa- 
cilities in the hands of American 
commentators, Fred Bate, Ed Mur- 
row, John Steele, et al., for the du- 
ration. Other foreign language bul- 
letins are planned for pencilling in 
as necessity requires and where 
present heavy schedules permit. 

Watt’s Plans 

In the field of light entertainment, 
variety director John Watt many 
months ago laid his plans. He signed 
for the duration of war sundry popu- 
lar entertainers who undertook to 
go wherever the BBC might demand 
to deliver the scripts and programs 
prepared to ensure up to 40 pro- 
grams in a week. Rep company 
includes Wynne Ajello, Betty Hunt- 
ley-Wright, Vera Lennox, Diana 


Clare, Tommy Handley, Leonard 
Henry, John Rorke, Danier Warren, 
Webster Booth, Sam Costa, Harry 
Pepper, Doris Arnold. Producers will 
be Gordon Crier, Vernon Harris, 
John Watt, Ernest Longstaffe, Max 
Kester, John Burnaby, Mike Meehan 
and Archie Campbell; many of the 


latter are expert entertainers in/ 


their own right, so allowing enter- 
tainments to be on the broadest scale. 

On duty in London are John Shar- 
man, Douglas Moodie and Leslie 
Perowne to handle artists and pro- 
grams there. Sandy MacPherson re- 
mains at his post at the BBC theatre 
organ. 

Features and drama department, 
safely hidden ‘somewhere in Eng- 
land,’ has in readiness scripts of 330 
plays and 200 features, together with 
27 boxes of music and effects discs. 
Some 36 established performers com- 
prise the rep team, and among them 


| are Gladys Young, Thea Holme, 
Patricia Burke, Barbara Couper, D. 


'A. Clarke-Smith, Philip Wade, Cyril 
Nash, Patric Curwen, Norman Shel- 
‘ley, Carleton Hobbs, Ivan Samson, 
‘Ralph Truman, Mary O'Farrell, 
Audrey Cameron, Joan Carr, An- 
gela Kirk, Susan Taylor, Catherine 


Cordell, Valentine Dyall, Laidman 
‘Brown, Wallis Evennett, Stafford 
Hilliard, Charles Mason, Gordon 


McLeod, J. B. Brown, Philip Cun- 
ningham, Cecil Trouncer, Edgar 
Norfolk, Brian Powley, William 
Trent, Henry Longhurst, Ewart 
Scott, Harold Scott, Leslie Perrins, 
Macdonald Parke, Dave Miller. Pro- 
ducers accompanying them are Val 
Gielgud, Moray McLaren, Peter 
Creswell, Barbara Burnham, Howard 
Rose, Laurence Gilliam, Stephen 
Potter, Mary Allen, John Cheatle, 


Lance Sieveking. 
Broadcasting House in London is 


completely fortified, operation hav- 
ing been sent into underground 
basements, where studios, control 
rooms, generators and other services 
have been standing in preparation 
for this emergency since the struc- 
ture was erected. Cable links be- 
tween studios and transmitters are 
duplicated throughout, and failure 
of any one set of antennae would 
mean an automatic switch to reserve 
sending plant. 

How rapidly BBC got back to nor- 
mality is instanced by a relay pro- 
gram picked up from Turin Friday. 
Pick-up was planned months back 
as part of BBC exchange plan with 
European webs, and it was thought 
no sufficient reason existed for can- 
celling. 

Item was a light orchestral pro- 
gram on the Italian nation network's 
schedule, and there was no inter- 
ruption on the landline connection. 


| 


WLW 
41.2% 


Ask any retailer what he calls a “Hot Spot” in his 
store and he'll show you the particular display 
space that commands the altenlion of the most cus- 
tomers, and, thereby, creates more sales than other 
selling space on which he may realize only a nor- 
He will probably qualify that choice, 
however, by adding that even the hottest spot in 
his store will not produce sales unless there are 
customers on hand to attract, people on whom 
selling impressions can be made! 


mal return. 


Just so, in buying radio stalions you choose the 
“Tot Spots’; those that deliver the largest num- 
ber of proven listeners, since it naturally follows 
that the more people who hear your program, that 
many more will be prompted to buy your product. 


In our recent 20-Market Survey, which, inciden- 
tally, is one of the most extensive ever undertaken, 
159,299 Coincidental Calls were made by the Ross 
Federal Research Corporation, and the Alberta 
Burke Research Company, in twenty key cities. 
The results of that tremendous study may be 
summed up in one simple, direct statement of 
fact: An average of 41.2% 

- radios in the 20 markets studied were tuned to WLW, 
29.3% E while the audience tuned to the next dominant 
stations averaged only 29.3%. 


In 20 Markets 


STATIONS 


COVERAGE 


In 20 Markets 


: Many of you have already seen the 13-Market 
and the additional 7-Market Studies that illus- 
trate, in detail, this remarkable dominance—and 
have made that dominance your own. 
of you who have not, we invite you to write, or 
telephone Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision Corporation, or 
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Wednesday, September 2%, 1939 


Radio Employees Must Not Jon | 
Army Without Discussing It First 


winnies, Sex 28. LOSES VOICE: NEEDS REST 
With war now officially a going | 
concern on .his side of the line, radio | Roy 
stations are finding themselves bes j 
sieged by suppressed talent of both | ase 
male and female form. | St. Louis, Sept. 26. 
Stitions are receiving daily calls| Roy Shaffer, WEW’s hillbilly who, 
from men and women of all ages | broadcasts under the tag of ‘The! 
asking for positions as announcers | Lone Star Cowboy,’ suddenly lost | 
and commentators. State these peo- | his voice last week in the midst of | 
ple, in the majority of cases, ‘I real- | a yodeling chore and is now recu-| 
ize your young announcers will no | Perating at a rest resort on the) 
doubt will be answering the call to | Ozark mountains. Medicos were | 
the colors, and wondered...’ | called in for Shatter and after giving | 
Beth aoverament and him a thorough going-over said he | 


tate have t | was badly in need of a rest. 
cials have issued signed statements They predicted he could return to , 


to the effect that employees of radio | the mike in about four weeks. 


armed rer WATER AT WOAL 
AS WOMEN’S EDITOR 


conferring with their immediate 
San Sept. 19. 


chief. It’s stated, ‘Radio employees 
will be just as important r.anning 

Leona Bender is new editor of the | 
WOAI 


the microphone as the gun.’ 
heard thrice 


eight years in 
newspaper work. 


Lever Brothers’ Night 


Down on the — 


Wichita, Sept. 

In celebration of the return B oa 
Lever Bros, 
| KFH here, the station tossed in a 
Lever Bros. Night at the KFH Barn 


from Lever products rating good for | 
| five cents at the boxoffice. 

Drew 1,044 proofs of purchase for | 
| the one-time shot on Saturday (16). 


Shaffer ‘Badly Overworked, 
Doctors Declare 


NEWS 


| Winnipeg, Sept. 26. 
Radio, 


' 


regional 
| Broadcasting Corp., 
doing its part to preserve judgment 


NEW P.A. AT WFBL 


Syracuse, Sept. 26. 

Harvey D. Sanderson, former pro- | 
motion manager for The Syracuse | 
Journal, has been named manager of | 
the WFBL publicity bureau. He) 


'Press news services the CBC had 
handled all news with kid gloves, 
| with emotionalism being held in 
Formerly known as Leona — ‘We have excluded the 
succeeds Robert Kenefick, Jr. | shire, she is an ex-vaude trouper.| melodramatic from our newscasts 
Latter had the job for two years, Did a song and dance turn. Also was | and have instructed our announcers 


combining it with part time sports | with De Wolfe Hopper and an old. to avoid dramatic inflection of the 
announcing. Ginger Rogers vaude unit. voice,’ stated Dilworth in outlining 
the network policies. ‘We have also 


weekly. Spent past 
social service and 


avoided,’ he added, ‘and have often 
been criticized for it, the excessive 
use of commentators in the news.’ 


|'tu exchange shows, and only last 
| week relented and allowed Ameri- 
|! can commentators to be heard north 
of the line.) 


Dilworth also stated the 


1600 GROCERS 
265 DRUGGISTS 
154 MEAT DEALERS 
51 THEATRES ‘ing the coming season when he add- 


i | ed shows would be gayer than 


—ADD THEIR INDIVIDUAL COOPERATION the same time, richer 
TO WSAI'S NBC RED AND BLUE WEEK! 


CBC is 


| schedule as soon as possible, 
| chiefly being due to the coming fall | 
|and winter season. He gave a tip-| 
‘off to the type of program to be 


| last has the boys on the radio col- 
| umns guessing as to what the CBC 
| will consider ‘things that really 
| matter.’ 
| Dilworth also appealed to radio 
through the press, to pro- 


The help which those who sell Cin- 
cinnati have received from WSAI, 
was returned the week of Septem- 
ber 24th. Four great associa- 
tions* OFFICIALLY helped WSAI 
celebrate its NBC Red AND Blue 
Week, using 2500 WSAI placards, 
streamers, trailers. 

Proof anew that WSAI IS “Cin- 


cinnati’s Own Station.” 


| listeners, 
' tect public morale. 


|  eavtane of chaos and upheaval of the 
| world there are fundamental and 
| abiding elements in life. 
' searching the dial in an attempt to 


inflation of a few facts that the au- 
| thentic news has contained.’ 


* Cincinnatt Retatll Grocers — White Villa Grocers — Ohio Valley Druggists 


Retall Meat Dealers 


A fire broke out Sunday in 

| television studios of NBC-RCA on 

the fifth floor of Radio City, New | 

| York. About $10,000 in synchroni- | 
| zation equipment was destroyed. 

| Crews hastily repaired damage so 

| that the television schedule could 


Represented by International Radio Sales 
New York Chicago Los Angeles 


San Francisco 


lis ars dur- | 
| expected by Canadian listeners dur | Oklahoma City, resigned to accept a 


evening programs to. 


Dance, with wrappers and box tops | 


| 


SENSE WAR 


in Canada, according to a) 
recent statement by Ira Dilworth, | 
director of the Canadian) 
in Vancouver, is | 


/and reason during this time of war. | 
‘Women’s Page of the Air’! In its cooperation with the Canadian | 


| Canadians 


| (The CBC until the last week or so! 
/has been killing all American news | 
flashes that came in regardless due | 


| 


| 13,588. 


~ Strict Censorship on Defense News 


Radio station licenses will be suspended 


Toronto, Sept. 26. 
or cancelled, and the broad- 


caster will be fined, imprisoned or have his property seized, should the 
prosecution of the Allied cause be prejudiced or any unfair statement 
or opinion be aired that is likely to endanger the defense of Canada 
or the efficient prosecution of the war. 

Such are the penalties for infringement of the new censorship regu- 
lations now made public for the first time by Walter Thompson, Direc- 


tor of Censorship. 


Further ‘prohibitions’ include: any report or state- 


ment likely to prejudice recruiting, training, discipline or administra- 
tion of army, navy or air forces; any information with respect to the 


numbers, movements, etc., 


fortifications, 


storage of war material, 


of any of the armed forces or relating to 


etc.; any report or statement 


likely to cause disaffection to His Majesty or prejudice relations with 


foreign powers. 
(Ironically, 


radio censorship, occupy the offices which Dr. 


staff headquarters of Colonel R. P. Landry, 


in charge of 
Erich Windels, former 


German consul-general, was asked to vacate after Britain's declaration 


of war.) 


Quebec Province Feels It 


Quebec, Sept. 26. 


Quebee provincial elections coming up next month provide a first 
practical test of the nature and scope of the new Canadian censorship. 
A rule that all political talks must be submitted in manuscript form 
ahead of broadcast has been promulgated. 


However, 


it is not thought anything unreasonable will be attempted 


and it is pointed out that political script perusal is a common require- 


ment in the Unied States. 


WAR SELLS SETS 


Bouché 10,500 More in 
July, 1939, Than Year Before 
Washington, Sept. 26. 

Canadian purchases of U. S. made 
receivers bounced before the war 
crisis and tightening up on alien 
broadcasts. Latest Commerce De- 
partment figures showed a rise of al- 
most 10,500 in sales to the Dominion 
during July in comparison with the 
previous year. 

American firms shipped 23,816 sets 
up north during July, reports 
showed. The June total was 17,794 
and the figure for July, 1938, was 
Biggest change was in bat- 


tery receivers. 


| endeavoring to return to its normal | 
this | 


For the first seven months, Ameri- 
can exports totaled 103,297 units 
against 65,922 in the same part of 
1938. 


Joe O'Neil, staff arranger at WKY, 


| similar position with KVOO, Tulsa. 


Stated Dilworth, | 
‘We must not forget that under the | 
Please stop | 


| fill every moment with some bulle- | 
| tin of disaster, some commentator’s | 


$10,000 FIRE HITS NBC’S 
NY. TELEVISION STUDIOS, 


NORMAL NEWS POLICY. 
BACK IN WINNIPEG 


Winnipeg, Sept. 26. 

The Praivie Region of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. wrote finis 
to special emergency operations of 
the news department Monday (25). 
These emergency operations had 
been in force since the outbreak of 
hostilities in Europe. 

During this time all programs, re- 
gardless of point of origination, have 
been patched through to Toronto 
directly before going to the net. All 
news has been fed directly from To- 
ronto. News will now be fed west 
from Winnipeg. where it is compiled 
by Canadian Press, under Frank 
Turner, and stylized for the air by 
Charlie L’Ami, CBC press rep, and 
CKY announcers who are penciled 
in to handle the thrice daily chore. 
Late spot, 10 p.m., CST, will continue 
to originate in Toronto. 


| york AN 
SERVING 


be resumed Tuesday. 


Forty million readers of 


PALOOKA 


will welcome this NEW TRANSCRIBED SERIAL 


Five hundred newspapers from Maine to 
California carry Ham Fisher’s famous cartoon 
strip. It’s America’s favorite. 


The appeal of Joe Palooka is universal. It’s 
read by bankers and bakers, college presidents 
and taxi-drivers, stockbrokers and ministers, 
doctors and plumbers—by men and women 
—by boys and girls. 


Nine chances out of ten, Joe Palooka is fea- 
tured in the leading daily in your city. And 


thus, there’s a ready-made audience for this 
thoroughly absorbing and dramatic serial, 
We think you'll agree that Joe Palooka is a 
great show that deserves all the praise it hes 


received. 


FIVE-A-WEEK, QUARTER HOUR 
For information, write or wire 


GELLATLY, Inc. 


8 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA ... NEW YORK CITY 


~ 
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Network Premieres 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 29 
COOPERATIVE GROUP... Mutual, 10 to 10:30 p.m. ‘Let’s Go 
Hollywood,’ with Owen Crump, Leo Forbstein, Warner Bros. orches- 
tra, guests. Redfield-Johnstone, Inc. Originates from Hollywood. 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 30 

CONGRESS CIGAR CO. (‘La Palina). WOR-Mutual, 5:45 to 6 
m. Ed Thorgersen—Sports. Marschalk & Pratt, Producers, Ed 
Clark and Ned Whitehead. Announcer, Nelson Case. Originates from 


New York. Hookup, 20 stations. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 1 
JOHN MORRELL & CO. (Red Heart Dog Food). WEAF-NBC, 


$:45 to 4 p.m. Bob Becker’s Chats About Dogs with Bob Becker, David 
Dale ‘(Red Heart, the Talking Dog). Henri, Hurst & McDonald. Pro- 
ducers, Marguerite Lyon, Blair Walliser and Bob Becker. Announcer, 
Pierre Andre. Originates from Chicago. Hookup, 30 stations. 

COOPERATIVE GROUP. WOR-Mutual, Sunday, 6:30 to 7 p.m. 
‘Show of the Week’ with Ernest Chappell and guest orchestras (Hal 
Kemp). Redfield, Johnstone, Inc. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. WJZ-NBC, 5:30 to 6 p.m. Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions of the Air with Wilfred Pelletier and orchestra, Ed- 
ward Johnson, guests. Warwick & Legler. Producer, James Haupt. 
Announcer, Milton Cross. Originates from New York. Hookup, 90 
stations. 

ANDREW JERGENS CO. (Woodbury Soap). WJZ-NEC, 9:15 to 9:30 
p.m. ‘The Parker Family’ with Leon Janney, Jay Jostyn, Lynda Carl- 
gon, Mitzi Gould and Charles Paul, organist. Lennen & Mitchell. 
Producer, Ed Wolf. Oviginates from New York. Hookup, 62 stations. 

MONDAY, OCT. 2 

GROVE LABORATORIES (Bromo Quinine). WJZ-NBC, 8 to 8:30 
p.m. Adventures of Sherlock Holmes with Basil Rathbone and Nigel 
Bruce. Stack-Goble. Producer, Harold Kemp. Announcer, John 
Conte. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 29 stations. 

STANDARD BRANDS (Fleischmann’s Yeast). WJZ-NBC, Monday 
through Friday, 11:45 a.m. to 12 noon. ‘Getting the Most Out of Life’ 
with Dr. William L. Stidger, chorus and Frank White, organist. J. 
Walter Thompson. Originates from New York. Hookup, 31 stations. 

STANDARD BRANDS (Fleischmann’s Yeast), WEAF-NBC, Mon- 
day through Friday, 7:15 to 7:30 p.m. ‘I Love a Mystery’ with J. An- 
thony Smythe, Minetta Ellen, Page Gilman, Michael Raffetto, Kath- 
Jeen Wilson. J. Walter Thompson. Producer, Carlton E. Morse. 
Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 46 stations. 

GORDON BAKING CO. NBC Red & Blue, Monday and Thursday, 
7:30 to 8 p.m. ‘One of the Finest.” Young Q Rubicam. Originates from 


New York. Hookup, 3 stations. 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 4 
LEHN & FINK (Hinds Honey & Almond Cream). WABC-CBS, 
7:30 to8 p.m. Burns & Allen with George Burns, Gracie Allen, Frank 


Parker and Ray Noble's orchestra. William Esty. Producer, Joe C. 


Donohue. Announcer, Truman Bradley. Originates from Hollywoed. 
Hookup, 52 stations. 
CHARLES GULDEN. WJZ-NBC, Wednesday and Friday, 6:30 to 


6:45 p.m. Gulden Serenaders with Red Latham, Wamp Carlson, Guy 
Bonham, Peg La Centra and Johnny Gart. Charles W. Hoyt Co. Pro- 
ducers, Frank Chase and Richard Pratt. Announcer, Hjerluff Pro- 
vensen. Originates from New York. Hookup, 5 stations. 

BRISTOL-MYERS CO. WEAF-NBC, 9 to 10 p.m. “Town Hall To- 
night’ with Fred Allen, Portland Hoffa, the Merry Macs, Peter Van 
Steeden’s orchestra and dramatic cast. Young & Rubicam. Producer, 
Ben Larson. Announcer, Harry Von Zell. Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 53 stations. 


“NEWSCASTING, INC., FOLDS 


Supplied Wired News to Grills for 
Less Than Cost 


| Newscasting, Inc. outfit formed 
some time ago to operate news tick- 
,ers in enlarged form in bars and 
| grills in New York, has folded. Out- 
fit stopped operating early last week 
'and the equipment has already been 
moved from the spots that had sub- 
scribed, 
| Wired Broadcasting, wired enter- 
_tainment service, for a time had been 
_inierested in taking over Newcasting 
and had gone as far as taking part 
in its operation for a week. 


| $100 per month per unit to operate. 
| Subscribers were asked $40 per, dif- 
| ference and profit supposed to have 
| been made up advertising. 
/didn’t come through. There were 
25-30 tickers in operation, 


| 
LAWYER GETS PRE-TRIAL 


RICHT VS. LUCKIES, CB 


| Supreme court justice Lloyd 
Church Monday (25) granted an ap- 
plication of Moses Polakoff, and or- 
| dered the examination before trial 
'on Oct. 9 of Edwin C. Hill, the 
| American Tobacco Co. through J. R. 
| Cummings, assistant secretary, and 
| Columbia Broadcasting System, 
| through James M. Seward, assistant 
| secretary. 

| Polakoff, an attorney, is suing for 
i alleged libel] on August 2, 1937, over 
| WABC in connection with his de- 
fense of Lucky Luciano, He asks 

250,000 damages. 


‘The Shadow’ to KFEL 


Mutual's ‘The Shadow,’ sponsored 
in the east by D.L.&W. Coal, has 
, been bought for KFEL, Denver, by 
'the Victor-American Fuel Co. and 
| the Barnett Fuel Co., who will back 
| co-operatively. 
| Program's eastern sponsor has no 
distribution in the west. 


| 

| Velvet Rhythm Four, three boys 
'and a girl, brothers and sister, re- 
|cently working out of WHK and 
| WTAM, Cleveland, are new to WGY, 
Schenectady. 


News service cost its backers a| 


Latter | 


Expect Nebraska Decision Nov. 1; 
ASCAP Says Radio Cheats On 
Fees; Broadcasters Cry ‘Monopoly’ 


,; ASCAP’S demand of 5% of the time 


By BARNEY OLDFIELD 


Lincoln, Sept. 26. isale gross, exclusive of political 

+. | speeches religious services 
onstitutionality st of the Ne- | 
Cons y te { the | whether music was used or not. 


braska anti-ASCAP law, enacted in| Further stated was that the radie 
1937, occupied a four-day sesh be- | stations had never reached an agree- 
fore a three-judge Federal court last ment with ASCAP, which was okay 


week. Ended last Thursday (21), | to the stations. They declared con- 
Judges were Gardner (presiding), | tracts were only signed because 
Munger and Donohoe. Concluding | there was no recourse. 


act was court’s request fc- supple- 
mental briefs, and findings, to be on 
file not later than Oct. 6. Case is 
under advisement. 

This indicates, since the matter 
, has hung fire with ASCAP, operating 
under an injunction gained in 1937, | 
| that the case will be rushed to a 
' speedy conclusion, decision expected 
around Nov. 1. 

Attorney general's office stepped 
completely into the background with | lections and figure setting. 
John Riddell, of thtat off7e, sitting When the case was summed, Louis 
in as an adviser only. Spearhead of | Frohlich, for ASCAP, said the de- 
the state’s case was carried by Wil- | fense had only made two real points 
liam Hotz, Omaha attorney, whose |—one, as to whether the society is 
queries indicated interest in the a monopoly, and the other, whether 
hotel cause, and Anirew Bennett, | the Nebraska law is constitutional. 
Washington, who frequently stepped | As the defense had sought to find 
inside as a friend of the court to both facts, Frolich said neither was 
lay in a few questions reflecting the | possible, 
attitude of the National Association! William Hotz, in his windup, de- 
of Broadcasters. ;clared ASCAP to be a monopoly 

ASCAP cailed six witnesses in its | without question, guilty of restraint 
behalf—Gene Buck, E. C. Mills, John | of trade, a price fixer, an unfair com- 
G. Paine, Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin | petitor, and controller of 90° of the 
(widow of the composer), Harry | usable music in the country. 
Taylor, operator of the Ritz film the- ‘If a composer would have the 
atre and the Music Box night spot, | publisher add three or four cents a 
Omaha, and _ Ernest  Priesman, | copy to the price of a piece of sheet 
Omaha orchestra leade~. | music,’ said Hotz, he would come out 

Two radio station general man-|just as well as he now does with 
agers, Don Searle, who operates | ASCAP’s collections. 
KOIL-KFOR-KFAB, Lincoln = and Hotz said composer - publisher 
Omaha, and Johnny J. Gillin, Jr., of ; members of ASCAP maintained their 
WOW, Omaha, furnished the biggest | high ratings in the society by force 
barrage for the state. Gillin said he| plays on the radio networks, caus- 
paid ASCAP $22,800 for music use|ing their numbers to be played, 
in 1938, and Searle's reported payoff | thereby increasing net credits from 
was $21,700. | which their classifications and 


‘Intimidation’ 


Joseph Malec, ballroom-park op- 
erator, Omaha, and the head of the 
Amusement Protective Association, 
“a group of 240, said the organization 
was formed to draft the bill to get 
out from under the intimidation of 
ASCAP. He said he did not object 
to paying for use of music, but did te 
the method of ASCAP’s ‘(Gene Bla- 
zer, Omaha) representative in cole 


Both men on the lash for money come. 


(The W]SV Chapter ts @ rousing success*) 


WJSV has its own honor society. Its candidates have been elected by 


thunderous majorities of listeners and satisfied clients. 


There’s Bob Trout. He graduated from WJSV to CBS in 1935. Special events make his one 


of the most familiar names in American radio. * And “Professor Quiz,” the show that set a 


new cycle in network programming. WJSV created the “Professor,” sent him into the radio 


world in 1937. * Songstress Margaret McCrae (Hit Parade, Show Boat, Joe E. Brown's 


show, etc.) was in Bob Trout’s class at WJSV. *& Jim ( Ask-It-Basket) MacWilliams is another 


WJSV alumnus. For three CBS network years Jim has mirrored WJSV pride in its gradu- 


ates. * Arch MacDonald took a four-year WJSV course and a little post-graduate work before 


going to WABC and Giants-Yanks baseball announcing. * Arthur Godfrey (the Singular 


Mr. Godfrey) upsets tradition. Now, in his sixth WJSV Sun Dial year, Godfrey refuses 
to leave WJSV. .. pipes his WABC and network shows from Washington. And al] 
the others, of course, are still heard on WJSV... even if they have gone to New York 
and Hollywood for their “originations.” * It’s a good time to enroll your account at WJSV— 
Washington. It’s the Grade A institution in a Grade A market. And WJSV’s 50,000 watt 


operations start in January. (A few availabilities remain at the existing 10,000-watt rates. ) 


* With genuflections to Phi Beta Koppa...the honor society of all honor societies. 


COLUMBIA’S STATION IN WASHINGTON, 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales: New York 


Chicago « Detroit + St. Louis « Cincinnati + Charlotte, '. C. « Los Angeles « San Francisco 
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GUESSERS FORESEE REPOR 


Monopoly Hearings Gave Clue to Possible Recom- 


mendations—First Light on Involved Subject 


Due Around Oct. 15 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

Prospective restrictions concern-— 
ing network control over time of, 
affiliated stations are expected to be | 
sketched in the FCC staff digest of | 
testimony collected at the six-month | 
monopoly-chain probe last winter 
and spring. Tome summarizing all) 
the evidence, oral and statistical, is, 
in final stages and due for presen-| 
tation to the four-man committee in 
charge of the study around Oct. 15. 


Repeated assertions that the analy- 
sis will be ‘factual’ have come from 
the FCC but so far have failed to} 
eradicate the impression that some, 
sort of limitation is likely to result. 
Some individuals who have gandered 
the proofs and worksheets insist 
that, while the summary will not, 
contain any direct recommendations | 
to the higher-ups, the document will 
not be wholly objective. 

No directions have been given the 
staff pick-and-shovel crew, except to 
produce a comprehensive review of | 
all important data in the shortest 
possible time. Yet the individuals 
actually in charge of the work have 
reflected some convictions which 
hardly can be kept out of the tome. 
Chief authors are S. King Funk- | 
houser, special counsel, and De- 
Quincy Sutton, assistant chief of the 
accounting department. They are 
being aided by a small detachment 
of lawyers and engineers. 

Although nothing concrete is 
known, industry observers are pre- 
paring themselves for a summary 
which will build up a strong case in 
favor of several policy innovations 
and lead to more stringent super- 
vision. Slant of the probers was 
shown pretty clearly during the in- 
quiry when network people were 
quizzed sharply about the degree of 
management freedom enjoyed by af- 
filiates, the formulas by which time 
was divided between local and web 
programs, the interlocking relation- 
ships and ‘community of interest,’ 
and possible waste of facilities 
through a high percentage of ser-. 
vice duplication. 

The commish is following the 
usual procedure of governmental in- 


| tion, 


ibe of scant 


!and ears 


vestigating bodies. A presumably- 
unbiased review of the pertinent 
facts and important topics is to be 
the basis for discussion among the 
committeemen about conclusions and 
recommendations. No findings are 
to be made by the staff, although 
the group working under Funk- 
houser and Sutton unquestionably 
will interpret their summary and 
may take part in discussions as to 
what the facts show. Then this 


'crowd probably will be directed to 


whip into shape the decisions of the 
committee. which will be presented 
to the full commission for debate 
and final ratification. 

Objective is to get a final report 
readv for Congress before January. 
That would contain recommenda- 
tions for changes in and additions to 
the 1934 Communications Act, dis- 


-eussing such controversial matters, 


in all probability, as the need for 


' clearer statement of basic policy, ad- 


ditional powers to handle specific 
problems, the amount of centraliza- 
tion and possibly remedial measures 
putting unmistakable meaning into 
the broad, vague principles now in 
the statute. With the staff review 
due to be in the hands of the com- 
mittee by the middle of next month, 
it is hoped the committee’s proposed 
final report can be completed be- 
tween Nov. 1 and 15, and the whole 
chore washed up before Christmas. 
Highly Significant 

Under the present plan, the first 
unveiling will not occur until the 
committee has finished its composi- 
Staff report is supposed to be 
confidential and theoretically would 
interest because of its 
purely factual nature. Nevertheless, 
industry sleuths are keeping eyes 
focused in the hope of 
learning how the wind is blowing. 
They feel the staff study will be 
highly indicative, since such docu- 
ments so often state the case in a 
way that permits only one conclu- 
sion to be reached on each major 


subdivision, 


There is no question that certain 
members of the Commish and key 


Thirty-eight percent of Ohio’s fami- 
lies live in counties within our 60 - 
mile service area. That’s better 
than one-third of the families of 
the state. 

What’s more, 25% of the state’s 
total families live within a con- 
densed 35 mile retail trading area 
which is blanketed consistently 
day and night by WGAR’s signal. 

Thirty-nine of the 88 counties in 
the state of Ohio have cities of 
10,000 or more population, and 13 
of these 39 counties are within our 
60 mile service area. 


FAMILIES 


CLEVELAND’S 
FRIENDLY STATION 


But what's more important, our 
home county (Cuyahoga) tops all 
others in the state with its 299,984 


| of the 
| will be played, to allow the games 


families. Here, in our own front 
yard, is 54°, of the population of 
the northeastern Ohio market, 55° 6 
of the radio homes, 55% of the 
retail outlets, 59°) of the buying 
income, and 58°, of the retail sales. 

Here is a market that deserves a 
place in any sales and advertising 
plan —- where, considering coverage, 
rates and merchandising service, 
your money buys most with 
WGAR! 


| subordinates have a profound con- 
| viction that the webs have done in- 
'dependently-owned outlets dirt in 
/many instances and that too much 
chain control of affiliates’ time is 
contrary to the »>ublic_ interest. 
Much emphasis was placed on this 
phase of operations during the hear- 
ings with the major chains insisting 
they allow the utmost latitude and 
always are quick to permit indi- 
vidual units to turn down web pro- 
grams either because they may not 
please the audience or because some 
pressing local event deserves cover- 
age. But the indies yowled, with 


John Shepard, 3rd, and Samuel Ros- 
enbaum particular protesting 
their crowd often was handcuffed 


and mistreated. Retort from the 
| webs was that the affiliates want to 
| have their cake and eat it, too. 

The profit angle will come in for 
close scrutiny, it is expected. Deep 
interest was shown by the probers 

(Continued on page 53) 


Mexican Court Refuses 
Recording As Evidence 
Of Broadcast Slander 


Mexico City, Sept. 26. 
Federal supreme court has refused 


broadeast as corroborative evidence 
in a case involving slander. Rejec- 
tion occurred in a suit brought by 
Robert Lee Spann, who operates a 
sanatorium in Dallas, against the 
| Compana Radiofusora Fronterzia. 
'Spann charged this company’s sta- 
| tion, XERA, located across the Texas 


From the Production Centers 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Edward Sloman back to Hollywood to start new transcription series for 
Radio Attractions. His ‘Pinocchio’ launched in east....Bill Kostka moving 
from Cos Cob, Conn., to Hastings, N. Y., to cut down train time....Wilt 
Sunzendorfer, of KSRO, Santa Rosa, Cal., prowling about town. 

Genevieve Rowe goes back on the Bach Cantata series with Alfred Wal- 
lenstein on WOR when it returns next month....Henry Pringle, Pulitzer 
Prize winner, and C. V. R. Thompson, English journalist, guest on Mutual’s 
‘Author, Author’ show Monday (2)....Sammy Kaye is Benay Venuta’s 
first guest on her sustainer’s bow on WOR Sunday (1)....WKRC, Cin- 
cinnati, and KFEL, Denver, added to Mutual's Goodwill Hour spread for 
Ironized Yeast. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Dick McKnight flew in to hop up some scripts for Bob Hope's Pepso- 
denter. Previously dished up the gags for Bob Benchley and Joe Penner 
....Edmund ‘Tiny’ Ruffner drew a contempt citation for failing to show 
up in court at hearing on restraining order pending his frau’s suit for sep- 
arate maintenance. He's reported somewhere in Mexico....Harry Kron- 
man sufficiently recovered from his long illness to write a piece for 
Edward Robinson to perform in ‘Big Town’....Parkyakarkus personaling 
but keeping an ear to the ground for that radio call....Jack Haley's radio 
deal said to be hotter than old Sol....Solly Violinsky finally gets paid for 
his gags. Joe Penner signing the voucher....CBS moved Clinton Jones 


' to Frisco as news ed of its bureau there....John Conte flying back and 


to accept a transcription made of a} 


| line, damaged his personal and pro- | 


| fessional reputation in a broadcast 
‘and offered the record as evidence. 
The Mexican high court admitted 
that the disk was evidence, but held 
that it wasn’t conclusive since Spann 


couldn’t prove that the contents of | 


leged did him injury. 


FROM ‘EXCLUSIVE’ 


New Orleans, Sept. 26 
Two New Orleans stations, WDSU 
and WNOE, are in rivalry at pres- 
ent over the broadcast of Prep 
school football games, with the lat- 


—in which the prospective client, 
the Zetz-7 Up Bottling Co., was pre- 
pared to take the time on either 
station, providing they 
guaranteed the games exclusively. 
Deal was practically closed with 
WDSU, when WNOE announced in- | 
tention to carry the games, thus | 
knocking the ‘exclusive’ angle. A 
move was then made through city 
park board of directors, operators 
stadium where the games 


exclusively through WDSU. the 
Station which carried most of them 
without opposition last year. 

The board told WNOE they 
wouldn’t be admitied, but the sta- 
tion squawked, with State Senator 
James A. Noe, owner, threatening 
suit for broadcast rights. He 
claimed awarding of privilege val 
exclusive rights could not be made 
this year, because competitive bids | 
had not been requested far enough | 
in advance. 

After ten minutes of argument | 
before the Board by Clark Alexan- | 
der representing WNORF, the board | 
relented, announcing that this sea- | 
son they would grant no exclusive 
rights, but next season would allow | 
one station only in the park. with | 
rights going via the highest bidder | 
route, 

| 


J. OREN WEAVER TO N.Y. 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
Called suddenly into New York as 
assistant to Paul White, chief of pub- 
lic affairs for Columbia, was J. Oren 
Weaver, who has been news é@ditor 
of Columbia-WBBM here for the 
past three years. 
George Stellman, who has been in 


the record was the same as that of | 
the broadcast which the plaintiff al- | 


{ 


ter seemingly possessing the edge 
after two weeks of maneuvers. The | 
point involves sponsorship of the 


games—three weekly for nine weeks | 


could be| 


DISLODGES WDSU 


forth between announcing the Gulf-Screen Guild show and making per- 
sonals with ‘It Happened in Hollywood’ troupe through the midwest.... 
Marvin Young and Andy Love, NBC title holders, lecturing studes at Uni- 
versity of California extension division on radio writing and production 
....Bing Crosby back on Kraft this week and Bob Burns vacation-bound 
....Nan Grey and Donald Woods rehired as leads for Royal Gelatine’s 
‘Those We Love’....John Wald going it alone as the Richfield Reporter. 

en Barton’s successor being auditioned....Bob Loewi quit William Morris 
agency to concentrate on his new television outfit. His dad is the high 
command at Dumont....Brad Browne here to produce Al Pearce show 
for N. W. Ayer’s Dole account....Leo Townsend and Robert Ross back 
on the Texaco writing staff....For the first time in these latitudes a net- 
work commercial will originate from a nite spot. It’s the Gulf-Screen 
Guild program and the pitch will be in Earl Carroll's bistro. There'll be 
chairs for a thousand....Dorothy Barstow will be back for the third sea- 
son as producer of Jean Hersholt’s ‘Dr. Christian.’ 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... . 


Tom Breneman has left KSFO for Hollywood to air his ‘Spelling Bee- 
Liner’ and his Marvel Cigarettes’ ‘Sports Pop-offs’ from KNX....New half- 
hour morning musicale, ‘Good Morning Matinee,” is being originated five 
times a week by KPO for release over the Coast NBC-Red web and 
Canadian outlets, with different vocalists and musical units being used 
daily....Dorothy Lee starts a new weekly quarter-hour song session over 
Coast Red outlets this week, broadcasting from the KPO studios here.... 
New dramatic dialog penned by Arnold Marquis, KPO-KGO producer, 
gets a five-a-week spot on the Red chain beginning this week; it’s called 
‘Oh, Mr. Dinwiddie’....Paul Martin made his first public appearance since 
his return from a New York vacation when he and his musicians played 
last Saturday for a Press club dinner dance at which manager Lloyd E. 
Yoder of KPO-KGO was host....Soprano Anne Jamison of concert, opera 
and radio was quizzed by Ira Blue on his ‘Let’s Listen’ program over KPO 
Tuesday (26)....Clinton Jones from KNX on KSFO payroll as news 
editor and assistant to Bob Garred, newscaster. He will write copy for 
three commercial series which Garred handles—-Bathasweet, Twenty Grand 
Cigarettes and Mennen’s Shave Cream....Announcer Frank Farr yesterday 
joined the KPO-KGO staff here, replacing Emerson Smith who left re- 
cently to become assistant program manager at KDYL, Salt Lake City, 
from whence Farr comes. 


KDYL Too Much on Job; |LLOYD THOMAS OPENS 
Police, Fire Lads Squawk | 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 26. 


Radio Station KDYL was handed 
a verbal 
and fire officials for its quick action 
in coverage of a big hotel fire. Gen- 
darmes and fire laddies complained 
that station’s mobile unit staff hin- 
dered them 

Craif Rogers of KDYL was tipped 
off about the general alarm at 2 p. m. 
Three minutes later, he and Myron 


spanking by local police | 


|; set up here. 


NAIB IN KEARNEY, NEB. 


Kearney, Neb., Sept. 28. 
National Assn. of Independent 
Broadcasters’ main offices are being 
Lloyd Thomas, KGFW 


; general manager in this town, is 
| secretary-treasurer of indie 
broadcasters and will run the office. 

Will be a clearing house for the 


biz of the 400 station members. 


the news department locally for 
some time, gets promotion into spot 
vacated by Weaver. 


Fox, program director, together with = 


technical staff and wax engineers | 
WREN SWITCHES REPS 


sped to the scene of the fire—15 

blocks away—went on the air at 2:15 WREN, Kansas City, Mo., has 
with graphic on-the-spot descriptions | switched its national sales repre- 
and interviews with rescued guests! sentation from George P. Holling- 


and firemen, | bery to the Howard H. Wilson Co. 
This display of zip irked the press Outlet is affiliated with the NBC 


| also. ' blue link. 
Do you want more New York sales? 
Smart national advertisers use WHN 
e to supplement their network pro- 
Sa grams in the world’s richest market. 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
360 No. Michigan Ave. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Ruthrauff & Ryan stated Monday (25) that the dise version of “Big 
Town’ (Lifebuoy) will be carried over KPO, NBC's red outlet in San 
Francisco, on the basis of a month’s lag after the live program (CBS) as 
has been happening in the case of the other supplementary stations on 
the show’s spot list. 

Latter list consists of: 

KOB, Albuquerque; KGNC, Amarillo; WSB, Atlanta, WLBZ, Bangor; 
KGHL, Billings; KFYR, Bismarck, KGIR-KFPA, Butte; WLW, Cincinnati; 
WTAM, Cleveland, WFFAA-WBAP, Dallas-Fort Worth; WHO, Des Moines; 
WGBF, Evansville; WDAY, Fargo; KMJ, Fresno; KFBB, Great Falls, 
Mont.; WTIC, Hartford, Conn.; WNOX, Knoxville; WSM, Nashville; KDKA, 
Pittsburgh; WCSH, Portland, Me.; WHAM, Rochester; KFBK, Sacramento; 
WOAI, San Antonio; KPO, San Francisco; WGY, Schenectady; KWTO, 
Springfield, Mo., and KVOO, Tulsa. 


Leibman Brewing Co. of New York bought its way out of the contract 
ii made for the Boake Carter transcription series on WMCA, N. Y. Before 
the tieup had a chance to go into effect the beer maker decided that what 
with the war the nature of Carter’s comments might prove too embar- 
gessingly controversial and that it didn’t want to take a chance of antag- 
onizing either pro-Ally or pro-Nazi beer drinkers. . 

The contract called for five quarter-hour periods a week. 


Adelaide Bucheiser, secretary to George Engels at NBC, was among the 
Americans caught in Europe when war broke out. She was able to get 
from Switzerland to Italy, where she returned on the Rex on payment of 
the usual bonus which Il Duce’s mariners have been assessing in the 
emergency. 

Last season, while preparing to cover basketball, Bob Heiss, WTMJ, 
Milwaukee, chief announcer, invented a miniature game to practice fol- 
lowing the plays. The game, patterned somewhat after tiddly winks and 
at which two can play, was so well worked out that it is now being pre- 
pared for general marketing. 


Hollywood radioites are becoming publicitv-wise in the ways of their 
screen acting brethren. Chet Lauck (Lum of L & A) and Don Ameche 
have bought a heavyweight knuckle duster, 

Mimeographed program notes being sent out recently by CBS in New 
York bear a special red ink stamp to mark ‘program premiere’ from rou- 
tine. A small touch, but much appreciated by press. 


NBC-RCA Television 


WEDNESDAY (27) 

2:00-3:00—Lowell Thomas’ Nine 
Old Men vs. The American Mu- 
seum Head Hunters, a softball 
game at the Court of Peace, New 
York World’s Fair. 

8:30-9:30—Television Varieties, 
with Red Barber, sports inter- 
view, etc. 

THURSDAY (28) 

2:30-3:30—Long Island Univer- 
sity football and basketball teams 
in practice at Manhattan Beach, 
Interview with Coach Clair Bee. 

8:30-9:30—‘When the Nightin- 
gale Sang in Berkeley Square,’ 
drama, with Patricia Calvert, 
John Moore and Matthew Smith; 
and ‘Dr. Abernethy,’ drama, with 
William Podmore, Robin Craven, 
Nellie Malcolm, Florence Edney 
and Naomi Campbell. 


FRIDAY (29) 

2:30 p. m—Bloomingdale Fash- 
ion Show. 

2:45—Film, Annual Report of 
ihe Department of the Interior.’ 

3:05—Film serial, ‘The Lost 
Jungle,’ Episode VI. 

3:15-3:30—Coach James Crow- 
ley, of Fordham University, in- 
terviewed by Bill Allen, 

8:30-9:30—Variety program, 
with Ramon Armengod, Mexican 
singer; Television Explorers, etc. 

SATURDAY (30) 

2:00-4:00—Fordham University 
vs. Waynesburg College, football 
pame at Triborough Stadium, 
Randall's Island. 


‘Radio Daffodils x 


New York—CBS puts on teaser campaign in connection with exploita- 
tion of its ‘Uncle Jonathan’ show by mailing out sprigs of alfalfa. On the 
receipt of the first sprig, enclosed in a blank sheet of paper and no identi- 
fying envelope, hayfever addicts wondered whether some pal with a dubi- 
ous sense of humor had sent it as a gag. In the release that follows, the 
program is described as a ‘cauldron of comedy’ and as coming through the 
facilities of ‘Tree & Tree.’ 


Hartford—Bob Provan, mikeman at WDRC announcing the return to 
the ether of Jack Zaiman, sports commentator for the station, on Tuesday 
night (19) said: ‘Ladies and gentlemen, the program originally scheduled 
for this time unfortunately will now go on.’ 

New Orleans—Henry Dupre of WWL took a microphone up to the tenth 
floor of the new Federal Building in New Orleans (which really isn’t a 
floor yet, because there’s nothing but the steel beams in place). Dupre, 
with Pinky Vidacovich, WWL musical director (and his saxaphone) rode 
the beam up to the spot which will be the tenth floor along with a work- 
man, who explained the life of riveters and steel workers. 


New York City—-After delivering a long blurb concerning merits of 
products handled by the Penn-Jersey Auto Stores‘on the 6 to 6:15 p.m. 
portion of WNEW’s ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ Saturday (23) platter plugger 
Martin Block added: ‘Some people may think that a corny commercial... 
personally I agree with them.’ 


Russ Hodges’ Grid Spot 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 26. 


'Transradio Supplants 
Russ Hodges, WBT sports an- UP in - Albany Outlets 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 26. 
nouncer, has been signed to do ad Transradio will supplant United 


football broadcasts for Wheaties, Press as news service organization 
covering the Pittsburgh Pirates pro- | _for WOKO and WABY around Oc- 
fessional football team this fall. | tober 15. Harold E. Smith, general 
Hodges will blend the assignment} manager of the Albany stations, and 
with his local duties, catching aj} Herbert Moore, president of Trans- 
plane from Charlotte Saturday night! radio, closed the deal some time ago. 
to the point where the Pirates will Both stations also broadcast local 
play on Sunday. news periods direct from editorial 

Accounts of games will be piped! rooms of the Knickerbocker News, 
from scene of play to KDKA, Pitts- | iW hich holds financial interest in 


burgh. | WOKO-WABY. e 


NELSON 
FRISCO, YODER 
MOVES 


A, E. Nelson, who was brought on 
from KDKA, Pittsburgh, about «& 
year ago to become sales manager of 
the blue network, has been assigned 
to manage NBC's San Francisco sta- 
tion interests, namely KPO and KGO 
Lloyd E. Yoder, his predecessor in 
Frisco, replaces R. H. Owen as man- 
ager of KOA, Denver. Nelson for- 
merly ran the latter 50,000-watter 
for NBC. 

No other immediate shifts in man- 
aged and owned station personnel is 
contemplated by the network. 


WSMB Signs Liniments 


ew ‘Orleans, Sept. 26. 

WSMB this week signed 39-week 
contracts for two new news periods 
daily. Using Trans-Radio dispatches, 
one will be aired at 12:30 for Vicks 
Vapor-Rub, and the second at 8:30 
for Minit-Rub. 

Vicks Vapor-Rub also signed this 
week for 10 minute stanza daily 
with the WWL Staff Orchestra under 
direction of Pinky Vidacovich. 
Peter-Paul Candy Co. airs Monday 
(25) also using his orchesira and 
the Dawn Bustier cast. Latter is for 
15 minutes three times weekly. 


Sign 2 riters 
Lincoln, Sept. 26. 
John Bentley, sports editor of the 
Journal, and Gregg McBride, col- 
umnist for the World-Herald, are set 
for footballcasting on KOIL and 
KOWH, both Omaha stations. 


—~, @ After the first taste of WKY’s abilty the preceding year. 


eur product.” 


COLUMBUS 
All youneed inCentral Ohio 


5000warts pay 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 
Jokn Blair & Co., Representative 


Oklahoma City market. 


to produce sales, Wm. Morgan Cain, presi- 
dent, Cain’s Coffee Company, 
ere enlarging our contract over WKY 
for next year because we feel radio is an 
invaluable method of telling people about 


That was in 1930. Today after ten 
years of skillfully blending a high quality, 
roaster fresh coffee with WKY’s innate 
end showmanly faculty for producing the 
type of entertainment listeners drink up 
‘with relish, Cain’s Better Coffee is the 
biggest selling packaged coffee in the 


Cain's Coffee have shown an increase over 


unfavorable competitive conditions. 


W. M. Cain, president Cain's; R. E. Chapman, WKY 
ommercial manager; R. J. Clements, secretary Cein’s, 
Mand R. K. Glenn, sgency executive, drink a toast to 
another big year for Oklahoma's biggest selling packaged 
offee... and WKY 


3 


WKY-ADVERTISED FOR 1O years 


The year just com- local advertisers in this ten year case his- 
pleted was 10.99% up from the previous tory. Wrap up a good product in sparkling 
wrote: “We twelve-month period despite somewhat entertainment and deliver it to WKY’s 


audience. The WKY audience will repay 


There's a moral for national as well as you generously for its radio entertainment. 


NBC AFFILIATE * 900 KILOCYCLES 


OWNED By THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY: +4 THE DAiLY OKLAHOMAN 


OKLAHOMA City TIMES 4 THE FARMER-STOCKMAN MISTLETOE EXPRESS K VOR, COLORADO SPRINGS 


For six consecutive years sales of 


KLZ, Denver (Under Affiliated Management) *® REPRESENTER NATIONALLY By THE KATZ AGENCY, Inc. 
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SPORTS WRITERS’ GRAVY 


Pittsburgh Dopesters Attract Spon- 
sor Mazuma for Fall 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 
Pittsburgh sports writers are reap- 
ing a radio bonanza this season, with 
practically every one of the more 
important by-liners in town already 
hooked up with a sponsor for foot- 
ball. Duquesne Brewing Co. alone 


snared three of them for two weekly | 


15-minute shots of predictions and 
results, spotting Chester Smith, of 
Press, on KDKA; Al Abrams, of 
Post-Gazette, on WCAE, and Lester 
Beiderman, of Press, on WWSW. 
Another brewing outfit, Old Shay 
Ale, has a weekly Sports Quizz using 
Regis Walsh, boxing editor of Press; 
Harry Keck, Sun-Telegraph sports 


editor, and now Jack Sell, of Post- | 


Gazette. Same sponsor also has 
signed Keck for one quarter-hour 
sports dramatization alone. Both of 
these shows originate from WCAE. 
Newcomer to radio ranks is Paul 
Kurtz, scholastic sports editor of 
Press, who will be among the paid 
apielers on WWSW with scholastic 
Sports news. 

Havey Boyle, sports editor of 
Post-Gazetie, had to turn down offer 
from dairy firm because of his mem- 
bership on Pennsylvania boxing 
commission, 


Alleges ‘We, the People’ 
Phoneyed Credentials 
Of His Aide, So Sues 


Wesley L. Robertson, American 
Indian baritone, filed a N. Y. supreme 
court action last Wednesday (20), 
against the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, General Foods, Young & 
Rubicam, and Ralph Allen, known as 
Kuruks Pahitu, for $50,000 libel 
for alleged misrepresentation. The 
plaintiff claims to be an outstanding 
vocalist of the Indian race, and as- 
sertz that on June 11, 1939, he was 
requested by the president to sing for 
the King and Queen of England. 

On the ‘We the People’ program of 
June 13, the said Allen appeared, and 
represented that he had been the 
one to sing, and followed that up by 
singing for the radio audience. The 
plaintiff claims Allen is not a singer, 
but a tom-tom player who accom- 
panied him while he sang for the 
King 

It is asserted that Allen sang so 
badly on the air, that the public, 
thinking the singer to be the plaintiff, 
will not patronize his concerts, and 
will hold him up to ridicule in the 
future. 


Lew Weiss Heads Institute 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Institute of Radio, at which mu- 
tual problems are discussed and edu- 
cational features of radio discoursed 
upon, will be repeated Dec. 7 at 
University of Southern California. 
Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee head- 
man, chairmans executive commit- 
tee. 


THOMPSON 


and her Rhythm Singers 
for ETHYL 


with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
and TONY MARTIN 
CBS Every Monday, 8-8:30 P.M., EST 


OF 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 26. 
WeOV, Montgomery, 


Alabama: Unlimited operation for 
(13) when the FCC 


received final Commish okay Wednesday 

adopted its final order in the case 
Station licensed to the Capital troadcasting Company. 

Inc., will assume full time operation, instead of daytimes 

only, on its present assignment of 1210 ke with 100 watts 

power. 

service for KOY, Phoentx, will result 


Improved 
ihe station, Commish decided 


hange of frequency for 


Artvona: 
from a 


lin a proposed finding of fact promising a grant of the plea. 


| tion, serve the I.owell-Lawrence metropolitan district 


Transmitter, owned and operated by the Salt River Valley 
Broadcasting Co., Ine., probably will receive permission to 
awiteh from 1390 to 550 ke, retaining its present power ot 
kw, 

Granting of the application should ‘Improve the afgnal 
strength of Station KROY in areas now served by the station 
and extend its service to a substantially larger area and 


greater population than that now served by the station,’ 


Commish agreed. 

California: Probable nix for the Bureau of Education (A. 
Corenson, Owner and Manager) forecast in a proposed finding 
in which the FCC proposed to deny the ourtfit’s plea for a new 
station to be operated days only on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 


Transmitter would ba located at Montebello, near Los 


ngeles. 
ay oer difficulties with the Commish have been suffered 
by the same group and consensus of opinion was that suf- 
ficient basis had not been established for a finding that the 
applicant ‘is a proper person to be entrusted with the respon- 
sibility of operating a broadcast station in the Interests of 
the public, or that the applicant possesses all the requisite 
qualifications of a licensee.” Twenty days were allowed for 
the filing of exceptions to the preliminary findings. 

District of Columbia: Unusual application for a local sta- 
tion, to ba supplemented by a synchronous station operating 
in the same town, frowned on last week when the Commish 
considered the application of Lawrence J. Heller of Wash- 
ington. 

Heller's nurpose was to construct a transmitter to be opera- 
ted on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, in 
the nation’s capital. Special experimental authorization to 
construct and operate a synchronous station, using 10 to 100 
watts power also was sought,—with the intention of boosting 
the signal of the regular station in parts of the city where 
service would be unsatisfactory. 

After pointing out that the use of a local frequency for a 
transmitter located in a metropolitan district would not be 
in accordance with Commish plans of allocation, FCC re- 
minded Heller that his position was a peculiar one, since he 
counted on experimental authority to extend the service of 
the local station for which, in turn, he was unable to show 
adequate coverage without the experimental grant. Impos- 
sible to issue a construction permit except where applicant 
can prove adequate coverage beyond an experimental service. 

‘Thus the applicant does not stand in the position of a 
licensee who is rendering an adequate service, nor of a per- 
mittee who has proposed an adequate service on @ regular 
basis, nor of an applicant for purely experimental service,” 
Commish remarked. ‘As the Commission may not make the 
finding necessary to establish the regular station which would 
originate the experimental service, both applications must be 
denied.” 

Blow was softened considerably by praise for Heller's at- 
tempts to ‘improve the art by experimentation’ and a pat on 
the back for having prosecuted his applications ‘with dilf- 
gence but under an apparent misapprehension of applicable 
rules.’ 

Illinois: Denial of the application of W9XAA, Chicago 
Federation of Labor international broadcast station, for re- 
newal of license and dismissal without prejudice of the plea 
of the Radio Service Corp. of Utah for voluntary assignment 
of W9XAA's license and removal of the station to Saltair, 
Utah, were foreshadowed last week in a proposed finding of 
fact issued by the Commish. 

Chicago DX’er failed to engage in a proper program of re- 
search and experimentation and was not maintained and 
operated in accordance with FCC rules governing interna- 
tional broadcast stations, Commish decreed. Also the Fede- 
ration has not demonstrated that it is able and willing to 
finnnce the operation of the station. 

Refusal to .renew W9XAA's license leaves the Federation 
with no papers to assign the Radio Service Corp. of Utah, 
Commish pointed out. Likewise precludes moving of the sta- 
tion to Saltair, since the Utah station ‘would have no station 
$6 

Massachusetts: Request of WLAW, Lawrence, for an in- 
crease in operating assignment from sunset at Lawrence to 
sunset at San Francisco (a difference of from 3% to 3% 
hours, depending on the season) denied by the Commish in 
a decision to which Commissioner T. A. M. Craven filed a 
concurring opinion. 

Interference from WPTF, Raleigh, N. C., was given as the 
leading objection to the increase in operating hours for the 
Massachusetts transmitter. WLAW would be limited by the 
southern station to its 7.4 millivolt per meter contour after 
sunset at lawrence, Commish found, while only 209,860 per- 
sons would receive the additional service from the atation 
and not all of these listeners would be included in the 332,028 
persons living in the Lawrence-Lowell metropolitan district. 

Although concurring in the ultimate decision of his col- 
leagues. Craven stated that he could not agree with the rea- 
soning used in reaching the conclusion. Full time service for 
WLAW and a atation located in nearby Lowell would be the 
proper solution, he suggested, and the 680 ke channel on 
which WLAW operates ‘might be used more effectively than 
at present in the Eastern portion of the United States.’ Day 
and night service by both stations would encourage competi- 
more 


| satisfactorily and be generally preferable, Craven indicated 
| adding that ‘...it is entirely possible that the application of 
| modern engineering might assist in providing full time ser- 


Rogers Co., 


Arthur Schroeder. 


vice from WLAW to the entire population of the Lowell- 
Lawrence metropolitan district and at the same time permit 
an improved service to other cominunities elsewhere on the 
Bastern seaboard.’ 

Transmitter, which !s owned and operated by Hildreth & 
now uses the 680 ke ribbon, with 1 kw until local 
Dominant station on the channel is KPO, San Fran- 
represented by George O. Sutton and 


sunset, 


cisco. Station was 


WASHINGTON DOCKET 


{ght to construct a transmitter to be operated on 1370 ke 
with 100 watts nieht, 250 watts days. 

Oregon: Go-ahead signal on construction of a new smalilie 
at Grants Fass was ordered as the FCC last week adopted 
{ts proposed findings of fact of July 18. 

Sration will be owned and operated by the Southern Oregon 
Broadcasting Co. Will use the 1310 he frequency with un- 
Liaited operation with 100 watts. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alabama: WMPEFO, James R. Doss, Jr., Decatur, granted 
Voluntary assignment of license to Tennessee Valley Broad- 
casting Co Ince.; WABY, Gadsden, granted power Increase 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Arkansas: KLON, Charles Lee Lintzenich, Blytheville, 
granted license renewal on temporary basis only, subject to 
Commish action on pending application for renewal, 

Florida: WKAT, Miami Beach, granted authorization for 
night power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

Illinois: WOAN, Danville, granted night power boost from 
100 to 250 watts, 

Indiana: WOOL, Fort Wayne, granted power boost from 100 
to 250 watts. 

Towa: KUGCA, Charles W, Greenley, Decorah, and KWL C, 
Luther College, Decorah, granted renewals of license on tem- 
porary basis only, subject to Commish action on pending anp- 
plications for new licenses and the pending application of 
Mason City Globe Gazette Co., KGLO. 

Kentucky: Ashland, and WOMI, 
Granted juice-jiump from 100 to 250 watts. 

Toutsinna: KAILB, Alexandria, granted power 


Owensboro, 


increase 


from 100 to °50 w atts, 


Maine: WCOU, Twin City Broadcasting Co., Inc., Lewiston, 
granted day power boost to 250 watts and new equipment; 
WABI, Bangor, granted power boost from 100 to 250 watts. 

Massachusetts: WMAS, Springfield, granted power jump 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Michigan: WM8cC, Michigan Broadcasting Co., Detrolt, 
granted modification of license to increase night power from 
160 to 250 watts, subject to compliance with Sec. $.45 (denied 
special authority to use present antenna); WJIM, Lansing, 
and WIBM, Jackson, granied night power boosis from 100 
to 250 watts 

Michigan: WMPC, Lapeer, and WHLS, Port Huron, granted 
power increase from 100 to 250 watts. 

Missourl: KF VS, Cape Girardeau, granted power boost from 
109 to 250 watts. 

New Jersey: WCAM,. City of Camden, granted temporary 
renewal of license subject to Commish action on pending 
application for same. 

New Jersey: WKN, WMN, WOZ, WON and WCN, Ameri- 
can Telephone & Teiegraph Co., Lawrenceville, granted 
special temporary authority to communicate with Nether- 
lands Government at Kootwlit, Holland, using the stations 
on their regularly assigned frequencies for a period of three 
months 

New York: WITEC. Inc., Rochester, granted new high fre- 
Quency broadcast station to be operated on 42600 ke with 
kw (experimentaliy and conditionally); Bamberger Broad- 
casting Service, Inc., New York, granted new high frequency 
broadcast station to be operated on 43400 ke with lL kw (ex- 
Perimentally and conditionally). 

New York: WJTN, Jamestown, granted Increase in power 
from 190 to 250 watts. 

North Carolina: WETC, Kinston, granted power boost from 
100 to 250 watts. 

North Dakota: KRMC, Jamestown, 
jump from 1°90 to 250 watts. 

Texas: KTEM, Temple, and KNOW, Austin, granted night 
power boost from 1090 to 250 watts, 

Oregon: KAST, Astoria, granted power boost from 100 to 
259 watts. 

Pennsylvania: 
WJAC, Johnston, and WRAK, Williamsport, granted {increase 
in power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Puerto Rico: WKAQ, Radio Corporation of Porto Rico 
San Juan, granted extension of special temporary authority 
to rebroadcast sustaining programs to be received from in- 
ternational broadcast stations W2XE and W3XAU on a non- 
commercial experimental basis only, to Oct. 1. 

Tennessee: WMC, Memphis Commercial Appeal Co., Mem- 
phis, granted extension of special temporary authority to 
operate with & kw nights, using directional antenna, to Oct. 
11, in order to overcome interference from Cuban station 
CMQ, provided such operation with additional power ter- 
minates when CMQ ceases operation on 780 ke, reduces power 
so that additional interference is not involved, or until de- 
fective directional system is corrected by installation of new 
tuning condensers; WHJL, Johnson City, and WOPI, Bristol, 
granied tncrease in power from 100 to 250 watts; National 
Life and Accident Insurance Co., Ine., Nashville, granted 
license to utilize the equipment of developmental broadcast 
station W4XFN as a high frequency relay broadcast station 
on frequencies 300,000, 330,000, 860,000 and 890,000 ke, 15 
waits. 

Texas: KRIC, Beaumont, granted increase in power from 
100 to 250 watis. 

Virginia: WTAR, WTAR Radio Corp., Norfolk, granted ex- 
tension of special temporary authority to operate with & kw 
nights, using directional antenna, to Oct. 11, in order to over- 
come interference from Cuban station CMQ, provided such 
Operation on 780 ko with additional power terminates when 
CMQ ceases operation on that frequency or reduces power. 

Wisconsin: WRJN, Racine, granted power boost from 100 


APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: KWJIB, Wims Broadcasting Co., Globe, increase 
night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Arkansas: K®BEM, Regional Broadcasting Co., Jonesboro, 
make changes in equipment, change hours of operation and 
_ from 100 waits days to 100 watts nights, 250 waits 
avs 

Florida: WFOY, Fountain of Youth Properties, Inc., St. 
Augustine, f{ncrease power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days to 250 watts all times. 

Georgia: WMAZ, Southeastern Broadcasting Co., Ina, 
Macon, install directional antenna for night use, change fre- 
quency from 1180 to 1240 ke and hours from limited to un- 


granted night power 


| 


TWO GROUPS OF BiRDS 


Canaries Sing Over Mutual, Bui Out. 
side New York 


Beginning Oct. 8 Mutual net will 
have two programs alike, sponsored 
by different companies, and on same 
days. On that date American Radio 
Warblers show starts with a gang of 
whistling canaries selling American's 
canary food. Has 11.45-noon spot. 

Hartz Mountain Products also have 
a singing canary show on the net 
3:30-3:45 p. m. Neither comes inte 
New York, Hartz has a five-station 
spread, and American eight. 


‘Aussie Spielers Fight 
Use of Apprentices 


At $450 Yearly Wage 


Canberra, Sept. 11, 

Henry Gregory, secretary of Aus- 
tralian Announcers Assn., stated that 
any move by the Australian Broad. 
casting Commission to employ cadet 
announcers would be bitterly op- 
posed. Gregory said that it was an 
attempt at ‘sweating,’ and the matter 
would be brought before the Com- 
monwealth Arbitration Court. 

Gregory further stated that the 
pay offered by the ABC would re- 
duce radio announcers to the level 
of the lowest paid wage earner. 

Understood that the ABC plans to 
| engage cadet announcers for stix sta- 


tions at around $450 per year. 
Charles Moses, g.m. ABC, stated, 
however, that cadets for stixerg 


would be engaged locally, with a 
choice going to lads just leaving 
school and anxious to start on a ra- 
dio career. Pointed out that cadets 
| would be paid according to age, not 
| experience, and that $16 weekly was 
few a bad wage for lads under 20 
years, 

The Commonwealth Arbitration 
| Court set a minimum wage for radio 
/ announcers some time ago at around 
|$25 weekly, although the majority 

of national and commercial stations 
| pay seniors a much higher scale. 


WGAL, Lancaster; WWSW, Pittsburgh; | 


Breslaw Chain Exploits 


Amateurs in Sticks 


Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 26. 

Breslaw Bros., furniture chain 
which has used time continuously on 
WGY since 1929, is expanding its 
radio promotion with a series of 
half-hour weekly ‘Search for Talent’ 
broadcasts over WBRK, Pittsfield, 
Mass., and WSYB, Rutland, Vt. 
Series will run 13 weeks, with local 
prizes and final grand auditions over 
WGY. Winners will receive cash 
awards, trips to New York, network 
auditions, screen tests and other 
comeons. 

Leighton & Nelson is the agency, 
Winslow Leighton having sold the 
account when he was a WGY an- 
nouncer. 


== 


limited 

fowa: R. B. Eaton, Des Moines, new television broadcast | 
station to be operated on 46,500 ke for visual transmission, | 
49,750 for aural transmission, power 100 watts for both visual | 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES —— = | 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. = = 


Management North Carolina: New atation for Hickory was authorized and aural, emiss on A-3 and A-5 (must specify 6000 ke and | 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY la ek when the Commish announced adoption of fis final a mit program of research); KFJB, Marshall Electric Co., | 
order granting the Catawba Valley Bruadcasting Co. the Marsha we 1crease night power from 100 to 250 watts, | 

| — —~ 
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DONT MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


STARRING 


choose between love and the career | 
of raising other women’s children. 


WEBC, Duluth-Superior, Wis.. 
its sister station, WDSM, now under 
construction, become Mutual net af- 


_ BESS JOHNSON ger kilocycles, 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 


| filiates Oct. 1. 


time. 


ary basic group. 


WDSM will operate | 


WEEC, 
watt day, 1,000 night. 

WEBC is also an 
being among that net’s supplement- 


Norman Winter, formerly radio 


| WEBC, Duluth, to Mutual Pessina with Blackman & Co. and 


Dundes & Frank, has become an ac- 
and | Count exec in the Weill & Wilkins 
agency. Winter was also production 


| ington outlets. 


head of WRC-WMAL, NBC’s Wash- | 


AGENCIES - ADVERTISERS - PRODUCERS 
I Have a Grand New Tested 
Program Idea for Young [Peo- 
ple. 6 to 60—Millions of Fans 


“The PHILHARMONICAS” 


Completa with Plan - Personnel 
and Premium - Fun - Music 
Instructive - Write for Details 


A. J. Lewis, 3 W. 29th St., N.Y.C. 


100 watts power | 
1,290 kilo.-5,000 


NBC affiliate. 


WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


NELSON JOINS KWK 
St. Louis, Sept. 26. 

Louis Nelson has assumed duties 
as sales promotion manager and pub- 
licity director at KWK, succeeding 
Gene Kemper, resigned. Nelson was 
| formerly with WHB, Kansas City, 
and KMOX, St. Louis. 

Kemper is expected to join WOS, 
Jefferson City, in the sales dept. in| 
‘the next few weeks. 
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VARIETY 


Discs on Publishers Agenda 


Foard of directors of the Music Publishers Protective Association is 


gxlaied to meet today (Wednesday ) 
phonograph record front, 


to discuss dev elopments along the 


Matters which Walter Douglas, chairman, will report to the direc- 
iors include the $150,000 suit against the American Record Co. for un- 


paid royalties, enforcement of the copyright owner's 


rights on disks 


used other than in the home and the pressing of a test action against 
,secord manufacturers on the right of arrangement without permission 


of the copyright owner. 


Buddy Morris, Johnny Mercer Set 


Launch Own Publishing House 


Edwin H. +tBuddy) Morris and 
Jehnny Mercer will have their own 
yousic publishing firm in operation | 
by next week. Morris was still ne- | 
potiating yesterday (Tuesday) for a 
catalog which would serve as the 
nucleus of the business. The deal 
for the Joe Davis catalog, accord- | 
ing ic Davis’ statement yesterday 
ntternoon, has fallen through. The | 
pew firm will function as Mercer & 
Morris, Ine. 

M & M are already primed for an 
entry into the legit production field. | 


Mercer has been signatured to do 
iwe scores for the Shuberts with 
Hoavy Carmichael as his writing 
partner, and M & M will publish 
poth scores. The two shows are 
“Three Blind Mice’ and the next edi- 
jion of “Ziegfeld Follies.” The new 


will start off with the 
publication of three tunes by Mer- 
cer and Jimmy Van Heusen, namely, 
‘Pluie Rain’ Thought About You’ 
wod ‘Make with the Kisses.’ 

While Mercer and Morris own the 
firm beiween them there is a possi- 
bility of Van Heusen becoming a 
stockholder later. Charlie Warren, 
whe resigned from Remick the week 
before last, is expected to come in 
Buddy Mor- 
r, was formerly operating head of 


organization 


the Wainer Bros, music publishing 
group. 
Chartered 
Albany, Sept. 26. 
Mercer & Morris, Inc.,. has been 


chartered to conduct a business in 
ihe publishing of sheet music in New 
York, Capital stock is 100 shares, 
no par value. 

Arthur L. Fishbein was the filing 


ASCAP HOLDS 
MUSIC FETE 


American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers opens its 
testival of American music in cele- 
bration of its 25th anniversary with 
# concert of light opera and musical 
comedy music at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., Sunday (1). Frank Black will 
conduct the orchestra for the initial 
concert of the series which is sched- 
uled tor a full week. 

On the following evening (Mon- 
day) the concert will be devoted ex- 
clusively to Negro composers, ar- 
tists and musicians, while Tuesday's 
€vent will feature the works of John 
Phillip Sousa and have Edwin 
Franko Goldman as the conductor. 
American folk songs and Rudy Val- 
Jee as one of the artists is set for 
Wednesday night. For Friday it's 
Symphonic works of American com- 
posers with a number of the latter 
divecting the orchestra. 

Dance combinations get their in- | 
nings Friday, with Paul Whiteman, 
Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller and 
Fred Waring included in the roster. | 
There will be a Saturday matinee of 
children’s songs and that evening the 
fesiival will close with a group of 
symphonic works. 


Weil Now Sun Music 


Title of the Milten H. Weil Music | 


Co. hos been changed to the Sun | 
Music Co. 


Weil is the outfit recently bought 


Tommy Dersey. ‘ 


'which because of 
‘largest nitery in the east, 


| Music Corp. of America. 
| ander 


| preference to the leader 
performers often are added for vari-_ 


Union City Bands 


The Top Hat, 


Union City, N. 
its combined ca- 
rooms rates as the 
is engag- 
band policy booked via 
Van Alex- 
follows George Hall, current; 
Ben Bernie and 


pacity of three 


ing name 


thence Ozzie Nelson, 
others. 


Al Davis books the floor shows. | 
| Johnny Hanna is the operator, Main 


room has an 850 capacity. 


NEW RULING 


ORCHESTRA 
TAXES 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

Purchasers of musical acts may be 
responsible for social security taxes 
in some circumstances despite 
general principle that the leader of 
a name band is the employer of the | 
members of his team, the Internal 
Revenue Bureau ruled last week. 


Throwing more light on the tricky | 


the | 


‘Signing Over to 


Property Rights Necessary 


| for Radio Use of Discs Is) 


_ Prevented by Rule That 
| Such Action Must Be Con- 
firmed by Union. 


ECHOES RULING 


American Federation of Musicians 
last week struck a potent blow at 
the efforts of RCA Victor and Decca 
| Record Co. to administer the broad- 
cast rights of their product when the 
union warned its members that any 
assignment of the property rights to 


Record Manufacturers of. 


ENTERS DISC ROW 


the recording companies would re- | 


sult in automatic dismissal from the 
| AFM. The union reserves to itself 


| the right to permit any member to 


make such assignment. 

AFM’s policy will, in effect, pre- 
‘vent the recording companies from 
licensing the future disks of any 
| type of musical organization, whether 
| name or studio-formed. In his de- 
cision on the Whiteman case Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell, of the N. Y. fed- 
t eral court, held that unless the man- 


| ufacturer was in control of the tal- 


Milwaukee Trustees Paying ASCAP 
But They ve Heard of Radio Suits 


| Casa Loma Free of MCA | 


Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orchestra 
is currently on the loose, band’s con- 
iwract with Music Corp. of America 
having expired. MCA, however, is 
still setting dates for the outfit. It’s 
currently at the New York World’s 
Fair. 

Band one-nights it westward to 
open Oct. 28 at the Palace hotel, 
San Francisco. 


FOX TACKLES 
CANADIAN 
FEE JAM 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers on mechanical rights, left 


Milwaukee, Sept. 26. 


Board of trustees for the Milwau- 
kee Auditorium, municipal project, 
voted last Thursday (21) to continue 
to pay a licensing fee to the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
after listening to various legal opin- 
ions on the validity of ASCAP and 
the fee. Attitude of the board ob- 
viously reflected the effect that pub- 
licity obtained by radio in its cam- 
paign against ASCAP has had on 
this local body. 

Charles W. Babcock, first assist- 
ant city attorney, told the board that 
an anti-ASCAP measure similar to 
that introduced in the Wisconsin 
legislature is now being tested in 
the highest Nebraska court, but City 
Attorney Walter Mattison advised 
that the fee be paid rather than risk 
costly law suits for copyright in- 


fringement. The auditorium’s fee 
this year was $100. 
Manager Joseph C. Greib said 


that the secretary of state had ad- 
vised him that ASCAP is not regis- 
tered to do business in Wisconsin 
and therefore the law does not ap- 
ply. ASCAP issues its contracts to 


| Monday (25) for Canada to make a 


prere of the methods used by the! 
| Dominion’s phonograph record man- | 
'ufacturers in accounting for royal- | 


|ent’s property rights he was not au- |! 
' thorized to license the broadcast use | 


of the record. The talent was also 
‘restrained from licensing its prop- 
j erty rights unless it were okay with 
the manufacturer. At the request of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters Victor has agreed to post- 


| resulting 


; pone putting its proposed licensing | 


,;arrangement into effect for three 


| months, 

| The AFM letter 
natured by President 

Weber, was as follows: 

| ‘The attention of the Federation 
has again been called to the fact 


| (Continued on page 40) 


to members, sig- 
Joseph N. 


situations arising from the booking | — 


customs followed by orchestras and 
agencies, the Treasury unit repeated | 
prior assertions that exact answers 
to involved questions depend on the 
circumstances in individual cases 


Revised Availabi lity Ratings | 


jis followed 


and the terms of the particular con- | 


tracts. Test remains the amount of 
supervision over the actual musicians 
by either the leader, the agency, 0: 


the purchaser. 


An instance where the purchaser 


was the actual employer, and thus | 
required to make the reports, con- 
tributions, and deductions from | 


wages required by the Social Secur- 
ity Act involved a contract with a 


theatre corporation under which the | 
orchestra was to fit into a stage show | 


under instructions given by the man- 


agement of the house where it ap- 
peared. Purchaser by contract re- 


tained the right to use the act ‘in 
any manner desired’ and could €n- 
joy ‘a substantial degree of control 
over the manner in which the lead 
er and the members of the orches- 
tra rendered the particular services 
for which they were engaged,’ the 
official decision stated (Ruling 10022 
in Internal Revenue Bulletin 1938, 
Social Security Tax Office No. 375). 

Particular facts in the’ several 
cases discussed were that while the 
outfit is a name band, it is not main- 
tained as a unit except during en- 
gagements and make-up changes 
often. Necleus of regular players 
is kept together through lay-offs but 
members are not required to 
and extra 


| ous dates. The leader normally is 
'not liable for pay of the member: 
unless the purchaser has discharged 
his contractural 
leader, while members do 
fixed salaries, minimum pay, o! 
amount of work. The leader peys 
none of the members expenses €x- 
cept transportation costs as required 


not get 


by the unions. 

‘Under Subchapters A and 
Chapter 9 of the Internal Revenue | 
‘Code. the relationship of employer 


and employee exists when the per- 
‘Continued on page 38) 


give | 


obligation to the. 


set | 


Three Pop Houses Lose Points, Two Gain—Writers 
Appeal From Cut-In Chastisement 


| 

With Gus Schirmer presiding as 
the new chairman, the availability 
;committee-of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
lers last week slashed the ratings of 
pop publishing firms and 
lraised the standing of two others. 
Those clipped were Bregman, Vocco 
& Conn, Ager, Yellen & Bornstein 
and the Joe Morris Music Co. Tilts 
went to Santly-Joy-Select, Inc., and 


| three 


ABC Music Corp. 
BVC was reduced from 1,800 to 
1.400 points, AY&B from 1,575 to 


Morris from 765 to 
s jumped from 
ABC 


1.325 points and 
700 poinis. Santly w 


750 to 1,000 points and from 
1.000 to 1,100 points. Two quarters 
ago the BVC catalog was rated at 
2.000 points: AY&B, 1,750 points; 
Morris, 8,500 points, and Santly, 6.500 
points, 
Bitter Exchange 

There were also a couple changes 
of rating in the standard publishers’ 
group. The Boston Music Co. 
| which is owned by G. Schirmer. wos 
reduced 10° to 1,350 points, while 
the Church Music Co., a subsidiary 
of the Theodore Presser Co., wus 


raised from 1,000 to 1,250 points 
The pubs’ availability meeting was 


merked by many bitter erguments 
in which personalities were resoricd 
to freely. Lester Sanily, of Sentiy- 
Joy-Select, who had been sit:mmoncd 
to justify his claim for a boost in 
‘rating, offered considcersble sunport- 
ing data, among which was com- 


parisons of his cz 
Preeman - Vocco-Cenn and 
'Yellen & Bornstein, When 
+what he though would be a fail 


asked 


ties due copyright owners. It’s his | 
first look-see on the subject in ae 


region. 

Fox will also undertake to remedy | 
a situation which has caused the | 
Canadian recorders to hold up| 


royalty payments on many Ameri- | 
can works due to the confusion as to | 
accurate copyright owner identity | 
from the Dominion’s 
amended copyright law of 1924. The 
recorders have declined to release 
the accumulated royalties until the 


American writers involved have | 
filed the proper copyright assign- | 
ments on works published in the 
United States prior to 1924 as re-} 
quired by the revised Canadian | 
' statute. | 


with thove of 
Ager, | 


way | 


of settling the issue, Santly said | 
that he would strike the average | 
rating for all three firms and allot 
each an equal number of points. 
While the committee was debating 
the question of reducing B-V-C, Jack | 
Bregman, its president, stated that | 
he and his partners had bought the | 
whilom Donaldson, Douglas & Gum- 


ble catalog because of its rating | 
at the time in ASCAP and that it 
was unfair for the committee to 
elect to impair the threesome’s in 

vestment. Comeback from members | 
of the committee was that the pur- | 
chase of a catalog carried with it no 
suarantee of rating and that the trio 
took that chance when they took 

over the D-D-G catalog. 


ASCAP writers’ classification com- 


mittee, which also met Jast week, 
cons dered the pleas of several 
writers w ho had had their ratings 
reduced because they had given co- 
author credit to band leaders and 
program impressarios on some of 
their more recent songs. These 
wricers admitted that they had been 
indiscreet, but pointed out that they 
were unaware of doing wrong since 
the practice of cuiting in periorm- | 
ers had been going on for many 
years. 

It is believed thet the writers’ 
classificavrion commit.ee will regard 
these writer members as having been 
amply chestised and voie to return 
them io their former royalty stand- 
ings. The committee acied to pre- 
vent leaders and others in radio 
from accumulating so many co- 


writer erediis throuzh the cut-in de- 
vice that ASCAP would have to ad- 
mit them as members. 


label's 


Wisconsin licensees through the 


| Chicago representative. 


Using Network 


To Ballyhoo 
CBS Pancakes 


Columbia Phonograph Corp., CBS 
subsid, proposes to use radio to plug 
its classical records as well as the 


popular product. The CPC 
has a merchandising idea that it will 
try out on CBS’ managed and owned 
stations before extending the air 
campaign to national spot or net- 
work proportions. 


Series starts Friday (29) over a 
31 station net. It will go to the 
Coast. Horace Heidt starts it off and 
in order by Jack Tea- 
garden, Benny Goodman, Eddy Du- 
chin, and Kay Kyser. Those are all 
that are set so far, Harry James, 
originally skedded to open, being set 


back to November by _ interfering 
bookings. Raymond Scott’s new full- 
| size band, not yet started, will be 


| used, 


Although the original idea was to 
confine the series to orchestras on 
Columbia’s new 50c label exclusively, 
company plans to ring in the bands 
on its 35¢ Vocalion label later on. 


LON MOONEY SUCCEEDS 
HOROWITZ AT MILLER 


Willie 


ager of 


ional man- 
one of the Rob- 

He’d been di- 
its inception and 
Robbins over 10 
years. Currently on a vacation trip 
throuch New England, it’s not known 
what Horowitz will do when he re- 
turns. 


Horowitz, profes 
Miller Music, 
bins combine, is out. 
recting Miller since 
had been with 


His snot at Miller will be taken by 
Lon Mooney, who moves over from 
Feist, another of the Robbins cata- 
logs. Mooney will work with Benny 


Goldbere, whom Robbins is moving 
in from his Chicago office to become 
business manager of Miller. 


Jones’ Reversal 
Memphis, Sept. 26. 
Ishom Jones wrote one doughboys® 


theme song, ‘We’re in the Army 
Now,’ for the last World War. 


Here for recent date at the Clare 
“Ige Jones says if he Coes one 
for the present war it will be some- 
thing like this: ‘We Ain't in the 
Army This Time.’ 


ut. | 
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Musical Auto-Horn Introduced By 


Advertising 


Musical auto-horn is being intro- 
duced as an advertising dev:ica bs 
Calkins & Holden, agency on the 
Snowdrift account. It has arranged 
to use part of the chorus of ‘Whistle 
While You Work’ in a horn that will 
be installed in soundtrucks plugging 
the cooking article around New York 
residential districts. Initial order by 
the agency consists of six such horns, 
License for the music has been ob- 
tained by C&H through Harry Fox, 
publishers’ agent and trustee, at a 
fee of $5 per horn. 

Horns of this type hava been in 
use on sightseeing buses around the 
New York World's Fair since the ex- 
position’s opening April 30. The mel- 
ody in this instance has been ‘The 
Sidewalks of New York.’ 


Al Sherman's 
$150,000 Song 
Suit vs. Brow 


Suit asking $150,000 damages from 
Lew Brown, producer of the Broad- 
way musical, ‘Yokel Boy,’ and Chap- 
pell & Co., music publishers, was 
filed in N. Y. supreme court Monday 
(25) by Al Sherman, songwriter. He 
claims to be part-author of three of 
the ‘Yokel Boy’ tunes, published by 


Chappell, but denies having been 
given credit either in the billing or 
financially. 

Songs named are ‘Let’s Make 


Memories Tonight,’ ‘Rhythm Makes 
Me Wanna’ and ‘I Can't Afford to 
Dream.’ Sherman, in the complaint 
filed by Julian T. Abeles, maintains 
that he wrote the first song in col- 
laboration with Brown and Walter 
Kent, the second with Kent, and 
third with Brown and Pem Daven- 
port. 

Sherman claims $25,000 financial 
loss and $25,000 damage to his repu- 
tation by his failure to have 
name on each of the three songs. 
Defendants are ordered to file an an- 
ewer by Oct. 16. 


Eddie Cherkose and William Lava 
ecleffed ‘We Ride,’ to be sung in Re- 
public’s serial, ‘Zorro’s Fighting Le- 


YESTERD 
TODAY'S 


WILD 
HARRY 


As Featured Ia 
“THE ROARING TWENTIES” 
“BABES IN ARMS” 
“ROSE OF WASHINGTON $Q.” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
$250 Sixth Avenue New York City 


Agency in N.Y. Suburbs 


his | 


Ork Taxes 


Continued from page 37 


son for whom services are performed 
has the right to control and direct 
the individuals who perform the 
services not only as to the result to 
b» accomplished by the work, but 
also as to the details and means by 
which that result is accomplished,’ 
the decision explained. ‘In determin- 
ing who is the employer of the mem- 
bers of an orchestra during a partic- 
ular engagement it is necessary to 
determine who has retained the 
right to control and direct the or- 
chestra not only as to the result to 
‘be accomplished by the work, but 
“also as to the details and means by 
which that result is accomplished, 


any case depends upon the facts pre- 
sented in that case in the light of the 
relevant portions of the regulations. 

‘It is essential that each case be 


and the answer to this question in | 


Meeting of 


|New York. 


| 


CURFEW HIT 
NAME ORCHS 


ruling. Hotel 
to reopen its 


Bunny Berigan Rally 


Bunny Berrigan’s 
creditors to prove claims, appoint a 
trustee and a committee of creditors 
to examine the bandleader is sched- 
uled for Oct. 5 at U. S. Court House, 


Berigan filed a petition of bank- 
ruptcy past Aug. 31. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 

Music Corp. of America may lose 
its only regular local account, Wil- 
liam Penn hotel, this season unless 
Pennsylvania state liquor board re- 
vises its Saturday midnight curfew 
management figures | 
supper dance _ spot, ! 


(Week ending 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


Sept. 23, 1939). 


*Over the Rainbow (‘Wizard of O2')...cccccccccccccces Feist 


Man With the Mandolin .......... MANULY 
*An Apple for the Teacher (‘Star Maker’),......+.+++.Santly 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms ........... Shapiro 
*A Man and His Dream (‘Star Maker’)........eeeeeee+. Santly 
In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room..... 
It Makes No Difference Now ............ 
Moonlight Serenade ...... RODDINS 
*Filmusical. 


Network Plugs, 


Following ts a totalization of the 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS | 
Monday through Sunday (Sept. 18 


denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others 


Chatterbox, regardless, but will use | 


erformances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


combined plugs of current tunes on 
WABC) computed for the week from 
-24), Total represents accumulated 
Symbol * 
are pop. 


considered separately. The leader | GRAN 
and members of an orchestra may | | TITLE PUBLISHER 
if booze iegisiators refuse to Step | Over the Rainbow...*Wizard of Oz............ 
ploy Pp er i) Gown on their ruling. William Penn | Day In—Day Out B 

view of the facts shown to exist in ‘ ay In- 
th and other cafe operators here are | Bian With the Mandolin. Santly 
connection with one engagement ,ointing out that Saturday is their; Oh You Crazy Moon............................ Witmark .......... 36 
and the same leader may be an in- one night to get off the nut and that | 30 
dependent contractor and the mem- biz will be killed if music must To You e Paramount 30 
bers of the orchestra his employees stop with booze sales at 12 mid- Comes 
| under the facts of another engage- | night, ‘ vei oe 29 
Big delegation of nitery owners | Moonlight Robbins 23 
uyer's from all over the state protested in) Lamp Is ++++.Robbins 26 
| In most such instances the pur- | pody before board in Harrisburg re-| What’s .Witmark 26 
| chaser lays down only general re- cently, but so far there’s been no| You Taught Me to Love Again................ < RRS . 26 
‘quirements covering the engagement, | answer. Midnight Saturday closing | Are You Havin’ Any Fun...+Scandals........ ooo Crawford .......000. » 20 
Bureau noted. He often has no| went into effect this week, with end | Cinderella, Stay in My Arms.,.... SMADITO 2 
in deciding the individuals mak- | o¢ daylight time on Sunday (24). of the Border. 24 
ing up the band, is not concerned William Penn has been serviced | Good Morning...*Babes in Arms Chappell $3 
with the compensation paid different | for several years by MCA, which| Remember...*She Married a Cop Miller 
members, and does not dictate the | put over such bands as Kay! Running Through My ABC 
way the services are to be rendered. | Kyser, Dick Stabile, Count Basie} Ding Dong Witch Is Dead...*Wizard of O7...... Feist .........000005 « 2 
|In fixing the hours of appearance, | and Bernie Cummins at Chatterbox. Especially SOP FOU. ee 20 
purchaser does not retain actual | Hotel says name touring outfits will | Goodnight My Beautiful. ..*Scandals . Crawford .......... 19 
control, even though the contract be out of question unless board re- Century Drawing Room....... 
may state that the purchaser ‘em-/lents, and has already cancelled) gjuth American Way...iStreets of Paris..... "Harms 19 
ploys’ the band. | Clyde Lucas, who was scheduled tO! Start the Davy Right. ..Harms ... : 13 
But in the theatre case, the par- | reopen Chatterbox Oct. 12. Blue Orchids...... Famous 
'an exhibition firm through a book- | Poured My Heart Into a Song. ..*Second Fiddle. Berlin .............. 
ing agency. Pact gave the theatre BOB WEEMS’ PROMOTION Who Wasn’t There.................. 
hearsals at any time, to specify cos- | He Assumes Newly Created Post At) ay Apple for the Teacher...*Star Maker.... * Santly .............. 16 
'tumes, and to direct how the act is | General Office Jumpin’ Jive.......... 
not to allow any change in the per- | General Amusement Corp. has cre- | This Heart of Mills 
sonnel of the unit, was obligated to ated the post of general sales man- | Baby Me. ABC 
provide such photographs and pub-/| ager in its organization and Bob | Lo 
| licity matter as the theatre called | Weems is being brought into the| Watke in Berlin 
| for and to furnish all orchestrations. | New York office to fill it. He will Vol Vistu Gaily Star..........-. aatioks Green Bros....... ce 18 
| Veto power over any objectionable | be succeeded as manager of the Chi-| Begin the 
| part of the act was reserved by the , cago office by his brother, Art. | Don’t You Put the Bee on Me.................45 ROY cecceesccccceess » 12 
management, which could order! Bob Weems’ main assignment will | It's a Hundred to One: Miller 
‘such additions, substitutions, or | be to coordinate the firm’s branch | 10 


| changes’ in the act as it desired. 


| Woody Herman Due Back 


_ At Famous Door, N. Y. 


| Woody Herman orchestra returns | 


| to the Famous Door, New York, Nov. 

| 21 for eight weeks. 

\the band gots its start early this year. 

| Four Inkspots, currently at the New 
York Paramount with Glenn Miller’s 

' band, go in with the outfit. 

| In meantime Herman opens at the 


| Flamingo, Boston, formerly Lavage’s, | 


| tomorrow night (Thursday) for four 
| weeks. Teddy Powell, currently at 
| the Famous Door, leaves Oct. 22 to 
‘make way for Fats Waller, who stays 
| till Herman comes in, In between 


| the Flamingo and New York the) 


| Herman band fills theatre dates. 


| Frederick Hollander 
| Loesser loaned by Paramount 


| Rides Again.’ 


Door is where | 


and Frank | 
to 


hotels, etc. 


offices on sales and to help keep! 
them supplied with talent that can | 
be offered to ballroom 


Music Notes 


| 


| Singapore.’ 
| 
| 


RKO. 


Johnny Burke and Jimmy Monaco 
are doing three numbers for Bing 
Crosby in Paramount’s ‘The Road to 


_ Anthony Collins doing the musical | 
direction on ‘Allegheny Uprising’ at 


Adolph Deutsch 


Years in Sing Sing’ at Warners. 


| released in album 


; | Werner Janssen doing the scoring | 
Universal to write songs for ‘Destry job on Walter Wanger’s ‘Send An- | 


|other Coffin.’ 


scoring 


Hildegarde waxed six Noel Cow- 
| ard songs for Decca, which will be 


form. 


operators, 


BALLROOM LEASED 


Brookhiser Ends 14-Year Tenure at 
Guttenberg, Iowa 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., Sept. 26. 
Danceland ballroom changed 


tenberg, Ia., acquiring. lease from 
Frank Brookhiser for a reported 
$15,000. Brookhiser retiring after 
operating establishment for 14 years. 


side ballroom at Guttenberg for six 
*20,000 
will move to Cedar Rapids to devote 
full time to new project. 


Spot has been reported sold sev- 


simmered out. Situation 
Rapids has been in chaotie condi- 
tion with Thornwood Gardens run- 
ning poor summer season and third 
hall remaining closed. 


| hands with W. H. Wenkstern of Gut- | 


Wenkstern who has operated Lake- | 


years will retain interest there but | 


eral times this summer but deals | 
in Cedar | 


M. Spitalny, Joins Busse 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 26 
Billy Sherman, featured singer 
‘with Maurice Spitalny for last five 
years, has left latter to join Henry 
Busse in same capacity. No replace- 
ment will be made, Spitalny plan- 
ning to continue with only one war- 
bler, Faye Parker, 

Blanche LaBow is new singer with 
Dick Barrie’s orchestra, succeeding 
Anita Boyer, Latter is Mrs. Barrie 
|in private life, and is reported to 
‘have recently split domestically as 


well as professionally with her ba- 
toning husband. 


Milt Herth Trio, Oct. 20, week, 


‘Merrick theatre, Indianapolis. 


RATION 


RCA-BUILDING, RADIO CITY, N.Y. FRANK HENNIGS, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Americans Should Reciprocate Open 0N JRWIN NABBED 


Border, Think Canadian 


a 


Montreal, Sept. 26. | Jerry Blaine Values His 


Ban on American dance orches- 
tras and other entertainers coming 
jnto Canada was proposed at the 
All-Canadian Congress of Labor 
here last week and will be shortly 
submitted to the Federal authorities. 
Laborities went on record with pro- 
posal that Canadian immigration 
laws be changed so as to prohibit 
U. S. bands from playing in Canada 
unless reciprocal arrangement 
could be made whereby Canadian 
orchestras, now barred from enter- 
ing the U. S, would be allowed to 
perform in America. 

Resolution to this effect, submitted 
to the labor Congress by the Lon- 
don, Ont., local of Canadian Federa- 
tion of Musicians claimed that Cana- 
dian orchestras were finding it in- 
creasingly difficult to get employ- 
ment because of competing Ameri- 
can bands which are freely admitted 
into Canada. Musicians said that 
Canadian dance halls and _ niteries 
had been forced to close, throwing 
Canadian musicians out of work, be- 


cause of competing American bands. | 
also adopted 


Labor Congress 
resolution providing that music 
teachers shall hereafter be licensed 
by provincial governments to pre- 


vent phoneys and racketeers from | 


exploiting the public. Correspon- 
dence school music teachers were 
condemned and examples” given 
where teaching of guitar-playing 
was conducted by means of numbers 
and diagrams. 

Congress also prepared a plea to 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 


and private broac'casters to employ | 


more Canadian musicians on 
grams. Request will be made that 
broadcasters using electrical tran- 
scriptions shall make that fact clear 
to listeners and announce the num- 
ber and name of the recording be- 
fore or after rendition, Charges 
were made that cheap platters had 
displaced large number musicians 
in radio stations. 


MCA-MORRIS OFFICES 
BOTH CLAIM FIO-RITO 


pro- 


Ted Fio-Rito orchestra is currently | 


signed to two booking agencies ne- 
cessitating the steppiag in of Ameri- 
can Federation of T4usicians to 
straighten things out. Wm. Morris 
Agency booked Fio-Rito on a theatre 
tour through the east on the leader's 
Say-so in writing that his contract 
with the Music Corp. of America was 
expired. MCA savs different, claim- 
ing its contract with him still has 
some time to go and that he will re- 
turn to them when he finishes for 
Morris. 

According to Fio-Rito’s lawver the 
contract with MCA had been finished 
Jast year and a new one substituted, 
which allowed the band to break 
free any time it wanted after cer- 
tain time notification. This was done 
and the band freed on Sept. 21, sev- 
eral weeks after finishing at Ben 
Marden’s Riviera. Next day crew 
signed with Wm. Morris. 

MCA says its contract with Fio- 
Rito still has much time to run and 
denies any breach of contract, saving 
they offered the band four weeks in 
Minneapolis and four in Memphis, 
which it wouldn't take. demanding a@ 
spot in New York by Sept. 20 or 
else shifting to another booker. MCA 
notified the union and the AFM, ac- 
cording to MCA, has directed Fio- 
Rito to return to MCA on the com- 
pletion of the Morris booked theatre 
tour about Oct. 18. Morris bookings 
were allowed to stand so as not to 
inconvenience theatres who booked 
the band. 


General Amusement currently has 
four of its bands filling theatre dates 
in New York. Artie Shaw's at the 
Strand, Glenn Miller at the Para- 
mount, Jimmy Dorsey at the Audu- 
bon and Claude Hopkins, Apollo. 


405 Arrangemenis at 18G 


Jerome Block, professionally gerry 
Blaine, filed a N. Y. federal court 
action last week against the National 
Security Insurance Co. for $18,368. 


The plaintiff, an orchestra teader, | 
claims to have insured 405 musical | 


stolen in March, 1939, and the com- 
pany refuses to pay the insurance. 


Byrne Rehearses Wagging 


Bobby Byrne, young trombonist 
from Jimmy Dorsey’s band, who's to 
lead his own outfit unde: the tag 
‘Jimmy Dorsey Presents,’ left Dor- 
/sey’s crew just before the latter 
| went into the Audubon theatre, N. 


scores in December, 1938. They were | 


| Y., last Thursday (21), to start work 


| on his new crew. 

| His place with Dorsey wa: taken 
|by Jerry Rosa, from Van Alexander's 
| band. 


ON DOMESTIC PLEA 


St. Louis, Sept. 26. 
Alfred Beadman, 29, a dance band 
leader known professionally as Don 
Irwin, is being held in the local 
hoosegow as a fugitive from justice 


in New York City. The Child Wel- | 
fare Dept. in New York requested | 


local gendarmes to locate Beadman, 
who is 
his wife and three children, who are 
being cared for by the Child Welfare 
organization. 

Beadman, currently at the Tune 
Town dance hall, in midtown, was 
nailed in a local hotel with Ruth 
Smith, 19, singer with the band. 
They had registered as man and 
wife, according to local cops. Bead- 
man declined to discuss his affairs 
and New York is being queried as to 
whether they will send for him. A 
member of the orch subbed as baton 
waver while Beadman was behind 
the iron bars. 


Eddie DeLange and Emery 
Deuisch waxing this week for Victor 
Bluebird label, and Bob Zurke for 
Victor. 


des, 


alleged to have abandoned | 


Indiana School, (.C. Pyles Wax Co. 
Settle Copyright Infringement Suits 


| Whiteman Pacts Rita 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 


girl 


| 


Rita Rhey, 18-year-old high school | 
auditioned recently by Paul 


Mechanical rights bureau of the 
ASSO- 
ciation has settled for $1,000 a claim 
that it had brought against Hager’s 
Schools of Music in Grand Rapids, 


| Whiteman during his engagement at Ind., for publishing special Hawaiian 


‘Palace theatre in Youngstown, O., 


‘guitar arrangements without permis- 


has been placed under contract by sion of the copyright owners. These 


the maestro, and will report to him | 
late next 


at Hotel New Yorker 


arrangements were sold to the fret- 


month. She’ll work in his floor show ted instrument teaching trade. Harry 


there and also on sustaining broad- 


Fox, manager of the bureau, has 


casts from that spot, and may later been conducting a national campaign 


go on his sponsored program as well. 


Whiteman deal, which starts Oct. | 


23, has brought flock of local offers 
'to Miss Rhey in meantime. With- 
‘out any previous professional experi- 
‘ence just a few months ago, she’s 
set now for several shots on KDKA, 
a nitery job at Hotel Summitt in 
Uniontown and also a downtown 
Pittsburgh cafe spot when she 


They'll each make four | washes up two-week engagement at 


Summitt. 


' against this practice. 
Bureau has also settled for $5.000 
_the royalty debts accruing from the 
Radio Transcription Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which the late C. C. Pyle or- 
ganized. The company is now being 
‘operated by the latter's widow, 
Andry Schrader and John T. Wilson, 
attorney. The claim was made afier 
an auditor had been sent out to 
| Hollywood to go over the transcrip- 
| tion outfit’s books. 


Personal Manager: 
ANDREW D. WEINBERCGER 


DOUBLING: 


AND HIS 


BREAKING ALL BOX OFFICE RECORDS 


LA SALLE HOTEL, CHICAGO 


NOW IN 18th SMASH WEEK 


NBC COAST COAST—both Red and Blue Networks 
DECCA RECORDS (NO. | IN SALES) 


Exclusive Management: 
CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC. 


New York - Chicago - Cleveland - Hollywood 
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40 VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


On the Upbeat 


Katharine Lane has been replaced 30, for fall dance season. Spot's 
by Dolores O'Neill as vocalist with | been dark all summer and boys have 
the Bob Chester orchestra, currently | been jobbing through tri-state terri- 
at the Van Cleve hotel, Dayton. tory. 


Tommy Dorsey will continue his | 
Monday night NBC full hour sus-| 
tainers wherever possible while he’s | 
away from New York. Program ex- 
plains arrangements and other in- 
side dope on each number used. 


Spot, Dallas. 


week stand, to be followed by Jan 
Garber’s one-nighter Oct. 1, closing 
the place. 


Jack Teagarden orchestra and. 
George Jessel have been signed as, 
part of a unit to circulate through 
the four Brandt combo houses in 
New York. Open Oct. 19 at the 
Fiatbush, Brooklyn. 


Lou Breese now at Hotel Adolphus 
Century Room, Dallas, following Ran 
Wilde. 


Joe Reichman may open fall sea- 
son at Baker Hotel’s Mural Room, 
Dallas, Oct. 14. 


Benny Goodman changed trom- 
bone player, Ted Vesely taking the 
chair held by Bruce Squires. He 
shifts to Harry James. 


Hal Kemp set for N. Y. Strand the- 
atre end of October. 


Sammy Kaye’s opening at the 
Commodore hotel, N. Y., set back to 
Oct. 27 from Oct. 1 by four weeks 
of vaude still unplayed. Ends at after three-month Tun at Willows, 


1 " Cl el d, Oct. 26, re) enin | Pittsburgh, goes into Nixon Cafe 
there Oct, 1 for indefinite stay. 


Johnny Duffy, novelty organist, 


Ran Wilde opens at the Cosmopoli- 
tan hotel, Denver, on Oct, 12 for an 
indefinite stay. 


Teddy Powell orchestra, which 
debuted at Famous Door, N. Y., re- 
cently, signed for four test record 
sides at Decca. Cutting starts next 
week. 


Don Bestor goes into the Paxton 
hotel, Omaha, Oct. 3. No closing 
date set. 


Johnny Magee’s new band, now at 
Donohue’s, Mountain View, N. J., 
signed to record for United States 
Records. 


Thelma White has organized 16- 
piece all-girl band and is touring 
Australia, with a South African jaunt 
if war permits. 


Will Bradley-Ray McKinley new 
crew now out on one-nighters. Plays 
Johnson City, N. Y., and Pottstown, 
Pa., Friday and Saturday (29-30). 


Cappy Lewis, trumpeter, replaced 
Clarence Willard in the Woody Her- 
man band. Willard goes to Emery 
Deutsch. 


Don Redman replaced Cab Callo- 
way at the Cotton Club, New York, 
Saturday (23) for two weeks. Lou 
Armstrong’s band comes in for new 
show. 


Slim Gaillard, of Slim and Slam, 
signed to record for Vocalion with a 
five-piece band. 


Bob Zurke’s new band set for the 
New York Paramount about Nov. 1. 


Johnny Burkarth band shifts to 
Bluegrass Country club, Lexington, 
Ky., for an indef stay beginning to- 
night (Wednesday ). 


Dinah Shore, vocalist, set for four 
single solo recordings on Bluebird. 
She records with the Xavier Cugat 
band on Victor. 


George Dameral, son of Myrt of 
the ‘Myrt and Marge’ radio team, 
currently leading a small sweet 
combo at the Trocadero, N. Y. 


Tim Gale, road manager of Ella 
Fitzgerald orchestra, reported mar- 
ried in the middle west last week. 


Bobby Hackett, who recently gave 
up his own band after finishing a 
stand at the Trocadero, N. Y., has 
joined Horace Heidt’s orchestra. 


Paul Whiteman’s two Decca al- 
bums of Irving Berlin tunes set to be 
released this week. 


Woody Herman band last week 
cut a 15-min. transcription by re- 
quest for station 2SM, Sydney, Au- 
stralia. Platter explained and dem- 
onstrated ‘blues’ style. Station has 
a swing program on Fridays. 


Johnny Green’s ‘Gershwin Day’ at 
the New York World's Fair has been 
postponed to Oct. 28. 

Sammy Kaye added Maury Cross 
as arranger for his band. 


Jan Savitt’s theme tune basis for 
new pop titled ‘Moonrise’ by Johnny 
Watson and Harold Adamson. 


Bert Shefter’s Rhythm Octette 
signed by NBC Artists Bureau. 


Glenn Miller booked for ASCAP’s 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., music festival 
week. He’s down for Oct. 6. 


Hal Kemp orchestra makes a re- 
turn trip to the New York World’s 
Fair Oct. 6. He was there over 
Labor Day. 


Jack Negley, WINS, N. Y., com- 
mentator, set for role in Gray Gor- 
don’s musical ‘Golden Glory.’ 


Larry Clinton’s Victor recording of 
‘In a Persian Market’ been 
okayed by the Ketelbey estate, which 
at first objected to it being swung. 


Benny Goodman goes back to the 
New York World’s Fair bandstand 
Oct. 2-3. Band is set for Oct. 6 at} Joe Frasetto’s orchestra, now 
N. Y.’s Mayor LaGuardia’s Music winding up a six months’ engage- 


Bill Bardo’s crew moved into Plan- | 


Band Bookings 


Erskine Hawkins, Oct. 22, Savoy 
Ballroom, Chicago; 28-29, Blossom 
Heath Inn, Oklahoma City. 

Blue Barron, Oct. 11, Yankee Lake, 


Inside Stuff—Bands 


Unique situation rare in the band biz sees two leading theatre stands 
‘trying to option a new band hardly out of rehearsal. Paramount and 
| Strand on Broadway are both wrangling for Bob Chester’s orchestra which 
' opened at the Van Cleve hotel, Dayton, last week (14), and prior to that 


| Brookfield, Ohio; 13, Armory, Grand | had comparatively few dates, since coming out of rehearsal a short time 


Ann Cleaveland new ditty-doer | 
with Don Ramon’s orchestra at Nite pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; Oct. 


Rapids, Michigan. 
Glenn Miller, Oct. 12, George F. 


ago. 
| Also in that time the Chester crew has been grabbed by Victor Records 


for which it has already cut 10 sides. Chester is a scion of the Fisher 


|27, week, Stanley theatre, Pitts-| Body family of Detroit. Arthur Michaud, band’s manager, has left it to 
| burgh. 


Ina Ray Hutton, Oct. 11-12, Or- 


tation, Dallas, Sunday (24), for one-| pheum theatre, Madison, Wis. 


Bill Bardo, Oct. 6, five days, Or- 
pheum theatre, Memphis. 

Mal Hallet, Oct. 19, Paramount 
theatre, Springfield, Mass.; 22, week, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 29-30, 
Astor theatre, Reading, Pa. 

Al Donahue, Oct. 13-14, Washing- 
ton and Lee U., Lexington, Va. 

Inkspots, Oct. 12, 5 days, State the- 
atre, Hartford; Oct. 19, week, Royal 
theatre, Baltimore. 

Woody Herman, Oct. 27, week, in- 
stead of Oct. 20, Hipp, Baltimore. 

Charles Agnew, Oct. 12, one-night- 
er, Stevens Hotel, Chicago. 

Freddie Fisher, Oct. 1-3, Grand 
theatre, Evansville, Ind.; 8, Bass 
Lake, Judson, Ind.; 15-16, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Oct. 20, week, 
Paramount theatre, Anderson, Ind.; 
21-22, Trianon-Aragon B's, Chicago; 
29-30, Michigan theatre, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 

Bill Marshall, Sept. 29-Oct. 11, 
Club Trocadero, Henderson, Ky. 

Ben Pollock, Oct. 2, four weeks, 
Hofbrau, San Diego, Cal. 

Blue Barron, Oct. 7-8, Castle Farm, 
Cincinnati; 11, Yankee Lake, Brook- 
field, Ohio; 14, Ima Auditorium, 
Flint, Mich.; Oct. 16, Edison Hotel, 

Glenn Garr, Oct. 11, indef., Henry 
Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga. 


SPONSORS RETURN, 
CBS STAFF DOWN 


Now that summer time filling sus- 
tainers are being replaced by spon- 
sored shows, CBS is slicing its house 
musician staff. Seven-piece string 
band of Leon Goldman is curfently 
on two week notice as are six men 
in the dance orchestra. Goldman’s 
crew averaged between 20-25 pro- 
grams per week. 

Ray Bloch has been made a regu- 
lar staff conductor and Charles Paul 
is sub-leading in New York for Leith 
Stevens, who’s on the Coast back- 
grounding the ‘Big Town’ show for 
Lever Bros. 


Disc Row 


Continued from page 37 


that various recording companies, as 
a result of recent court decisions, 
are using every effort to control the 
provision to have members assign 
their property rights therein to the 
recording companies. Asa result the 
International Executive Board has 
adopted the following rule: 

‘Any member who assigns any 
property rights in any recording to 
any recording company or to any 
other party without the consent of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, by such action gives notice 
to the Federation and makes effec- 
tive immediately his resignation 
from the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

‘This rule is effective immediately 


Week. 'ment at Jack Lynch’s Philly, signed | 


: ; for Eli Oberstein’s U. S. Record Co. 
Little Jack Little closes his stand 


at Edison hotel, N. Y., Oct. 14. Shifts! rickey 
| 


Whalen’s orchestra went 
to work at Metro in ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody of 1940.’ 


to Ford exhibit at Astor hotel, N. Y., 
for one day, 15th. 


Rachmaninoff Cycle at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., Nov. 26, will mark 30th 
anni of composer’s first appearance 
as conductor of Philadelphia or- 
chestra. 


Ray Nobie’s band moves into Bev- 
erly Wilshire hotel in Beverly Hills 
Oct. 5 for three months. 


Brad Hunt’s orchestra, out of 
Pittsburgh, opened engagement Mon- 
day (25) at Deshler-Wallick hotel 
in Columbus. For two weeks with 
options, 


Ralph Allen and his Detroiters 
into New Penn, Pittsburgh road- 
house, for an indefinite stay. 


Jimmy Walsh’s band moved into 
the Del Mar Club, Santa Monica, 
for the fall season. 


Howdy Baum band moves back 
into Hotel Schenley, Pittsburgh, Sept. 


Ben Cutler outfit opens at the 
Rainbow Room, Radio City, N. Y., 
Oct. 11. 


Kirk Torney to N. Y. 


Kirk Torney, of CRA’s San Fran- 
cisco office, has been shifted to New 


cocktail units. 
for abbreviated units forced the 
switch. 

He handled same department on 
the Coast. 


EMIL GARBER WITH KARZAS 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 


Aragon and Trianon. 


Hearst Herald-and-Examiner, 


}ment in 


York to handle bookings of small | 
Jump in demands | 


| 


Garber was formerly promotion) records on the air or in coin-op- 
manager of the now defunct morning erated machines, 


and will be strictly enforced.’ 
The rule is an important 
the union’s 


imple- 


records used in broadcasting and in 
coin - operated machines, whose 
spread among taverns and similar 


drive to ex-| 
ercise some measure of control over | 


| Music Corp. of America, booker, as to which theatre will play the outfit, 

CBS broke a long standing rule this past week by giving six across-the- 
| board sustaining shots to the new Chester band out of the Van Cleve 
hotel, Dayton. Net has never before (within the memory of its N. Y, 
office) given a band such solid time. 

Starting Monday (25) crew is picked up at 11 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday each week for the duration of its run there. In the east the band 
will air only 15 mins., the 11-11:15 slot being taken by a news period. 


Tommy Dorsey's orchestra played a benefit Thursday night (21) in a 
temporary ballroom in Bernardsville, N. J., specially constructed for the 
occasion. Dance floor, one acre in size, was made of plain wood strips 
nailed together with the ground as underpinning. It was covered by a 
hired circus tent big enough to protect 450 tables placed around the dance 
floor. 

Benefit was in behalf of the Bernardsville volunteer fire dept. where 
Dorsey lives. His band finished at the Pennsylvania Roof, N. Y., Saturday 
night (16) and plays one-nighters until Sept. 28 when it opens at the 
Ainsley Roof, Atlanta. Goes to the Palmer House, Chicago, Oct. 12, for 
three months. 


Failure of the General Amusement Corp. to produce Jimmy Dorsey's 
orchestra at a private party tossed by A. B. Dick, dictaphone magnate, in 
Chicago, cost the booking organization $350 out of pocket. After the date 
had been set Dorsey decided to give himself and his men a three-week 
vacation. James Petrillo, head of the Chicago musicians’ union, was ap- 
pealed to by Ray O'Hara, the original agent for the date, and since it 
couldn’t furnish Dorsey the general office flew Jimmy Lunceford’s crew 
out to Chicago. At Petrillo’s order GAC absorbed over half of the cost 
of plane passage, which amounted to $600. 


Philadelphia local 77 of the American Federation of Musicians has taken 
steps against the domination of the city’s Class A spots by outside bands 
and bookers. Stands rated A, mostly hotel rooms, have had their scale 
upped $20 per man per week unless a band is booked in for at least 24 
weeks, in which case it remains normal, which is said to be $68. 

Obvious intention is to force the use of local outfits. None of the spots 
can afford to keep any sort of crew that long. As a rule the welcome mat 
is threadbare long before that time. 


Edgar Sampson has a unique arrangement with the Ella Fitzgerald or- 
chestra. While the band is playing in the New York area he plays a fifth 
sax. When it’s on the road for any length of time, he stays in N. Y. mak- 
ing arrangements of the newest tunes, thereby keeping band’s books 
stocked with fresh material. Few bands have such a routine and many 
have been caught on the road without an arrangement of an overnight 
sensation. 


Strictly from Joe Rines’ radio buildup for a French waltz, ‘Ca Fait 
Boum,’ Liberty Music recorded that maestro’s version of the tune, and 
Chappell arranged for the American rights to the foreign composition. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin, Warner Bros. music contract writers, 
were signed last week to do the tunes for the new Cotton Club, New York, 
show which is scheduled to open about first week in October. Since both 
writers are tied to Warners the latter wouldn't allow them to score the 
show if one of the WB firms didn’t get the songs to publish. Either one of 
Harms, Remick or Witmark will get them. Mills Music had published 
the C. C. show tunes almost exclusively for past 12 years or so. Cahn and 
Chaplin are also writing tunes for Harry Delmar’s ‘Revels of 1940,’ musical 
set to open on Broadway soon. 

Louis Armstrong orchestra will probably play the C. C. show, Major 
point holding it up is the recent ruling of N. Y. local 802 of the AFM 
which forbids a seven-day week for musicians. Latter didn't interfere 
with Cab Calloway’s playing of the last show as it was made during his 
run there and was not applicable to runs already started. Stepin’ Fetchit 
will be featured comic. 


Warner Bros.’ music companies, Remick, Harms and Witmark, and the 
Shapiro-Bernstein Music Co. have consented to the use of their tunes on 
|a royalty basis of 14% cents on American Record’s new 50c. Columbia 
label. Companies had been demanding 2c. per side but capitulated after 
meeting with Joe Higgins, Columbia exec, late last week. 

Both outfits were the only ones Higgins hadn’t been able to come to 
_ terms with. First of Columbia’s 50c. line hit the stands several weeks ago. 


Mitchell Parish, who hadn't had a hit for about three years until ‘Deep 
| Purple,’ stands to be top royalty collector for this year. He'll get a cut 
| on about 1,000,000 sales if his two latest, ‘Starlit Hour’ and ‘Lilacs in the 
Rain,’ reach 100,000 apiece. 

‘Purple’ sold 450,000, ‘Stairway to the Stars’ 150,000, ‘Lamp Is Low’ 
100,000, and ‘Annabelle,’ ‘Don’t Be That Way,’ and ‘Moon Is a Silver 
Dollar’ an aggregate 100,000. All are published by the Robbins combine. 


| resolution 


places, it claims, has contributed to; from disposing of something which 
unemployment in musicians’ ranks.| later may prove an invaluable as- 
In the last AFM convention one | set in treating with the phonograph 
was introduced which companies. 
went so far as to urge that the AFM/| Efforts have been dropped by 
‘executive board’ immediately in- | the music publishing industry to in- 
vestigate the feasibility of having all | duce the United States Record Corp. 
musicians who make musical record- | to accept a license that would re- 
ings assign the rights of same to the! strict the use of its product to home 
AFM or some legal entity be created’ | phonograph machines. The license 
for the pooling of such rights which | form issued to U. S. will contain but 
would be administered by the union. | one restriction, the use of the record 
Heads of the AFM are reported as/| for broadcasting purposes, a condi- 
loath to pursue either of these sug- | tion which applies to the wares of all 
ges‘ed procedures, but they do feel | other recording outfits. 
that so long as the creative or in- U. S. Corp. had been discussing 
terpretive artist retains for himself, with counsel for certain publishing 
the property rights in such inter-| houses a license which included a 
_pretations, the union will at least; ban on coin-operated machines, but 
|have a say as to the purposes to! it was agreed last week that United’s 


Emil Garber has been appointed which the phonograph records are sales interests would be impeded if. 
advertising and publicity chief for | put. AFM board has not determined it alone were a party to this restric- 
the two Andrew Karzas ballrooms, | the line of legal attack it will adopt tion. 


Though unsuccessful through 

in curbing the use of phonograph | negotiation, industry counsel in- 
| tends to resort to other means to 

but it proposes effect for their clients a greater roy- 

meanwhile to keep its membership | alty return on records used in coin- 


operated machines. It is proposed 
to issue a license containing this coin 
machine restriction for all record 
companies, which will leave the lat- 
ter no alternative but to act under 
the compulsory provision of thé 
copyright law which calls for the 
payment of a 2c royalty, in place of 
the 1%4c and 1'%c collected on 
censed works. 

The next step will be to restrain 
by litigation the use of records ob- 
tained under the compulsory claus 
in coin-machines. Due for citation 
in this court action is the following 
paragraph in the finding of Federal 
Judge Leibell in the Victor-White- 
man case: ‘The very nature of the 
phonograph record indicated limited 
form of its publication. It was 1n- 
tended for listening at a phonograph, 
not for a radio audience.’ Publish- 


ers’ counsel will contend that this 
latter principle also applies to coin- 
operated machines, since the latter 
caters to multiple persons in places 
operated for profit. 
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} playing vaude, at a moderate budget, 


“Straight Filmers Switch to Vaude: 


Wednesday, September 27, 1939 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 4) 


Expansion of Fleshers on Upbeat 


‘Paris’ Unit’s 9 Weeks 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 26. 


Further indication of the growing | 
jnclination towards stage shows by | 
theatre operators is evidenced in the ‘Pleasures of Paris,’ unit of 30, 
willingness of straight-pic houses to | featuring Eugene and Louise South- 
pook name shows. Spots that have ern, Virginia Manche girls, Pony 
peen operating 100% celluloid for) Sharabba, Memba Sisters, Mason and 
ears are currently on the hunt for | Johnson, LeVess and Margo opened 
jive attractions. at the National, Richmond, Va., on 

Top example of this is Loew's | Thursday (21) for three days, Pro- 
scheduled relighting of the Metro- duced by Dan Fitch, it carries a five- 
politan, Brooklyn, stage for the Eddie | piece band in the pit and runs an 
Cantor unit the week of Oct. 19. | hour, 


Cantor will play the house for a | 
guarantee against a_ percentage. | 
which is similar to the arrangement | 
for the rest of his bookings set. 
through the William Morris office. 


The week previous to the Brook- 
lyn date, the Cantor name will mean 
the enlargement of the policy at | 

'Keith’s, Boston, which has been 


only three or four days weenly. With 
Cantor, house goes on a full-week, | 
policy. 

For the same show, RKO is re- 
suming vaude at the Palace, Colum-| 
pus, for three days starting Oct. 6.) 
with the comic then going to the_ 
situations in Syracuse and) 
Rochester for one-day dates prior to | 

the Boston opening. 

Resumption of the stage end at the | 
\ Met, Brooklyn, is the most important 
‘of all. Though it’s only for the one, 
/ week, according to present plans, | 
there’s the probability that the house | 
will book occasional attractions when | 
they come along. A similar plan has | 
been in line for Loew’s Capitol, on) 
Broadway, since the joint personal 
\of Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney | 
(ater Bert Lahr and Ray Bolger) | 
with ‘The Wizard of Oz’ a few weeks 
ago. 

The Metropolitan, once an import- ! 
vant link in Loew’s vaude chain, has 
i been straight-tilms for severai years. | 
‘It dropped vaude just about the 
‘same time RKO pulled stage shows 
from the opposish Albee. That was 
\ the end of stage shows in the down- 
‘town sector of Brooklyn, although 
‘there was an abortive attempt to re- 
‘instate it last year at the 
|Fabian Strand. 


‘Sophie Tucker Must | 
Answer Reis’ 
Suit This Friday (29) 


Answer is due Friday (29) by 
Sophie Tucker to the $100,000 libel 
suit filed against her in N. Y. su- 
‘preme court by Bernard J. Reis, ac- 
countant for the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America. Reis’ suit 
grew out of statements concerning 
him, printed in the American Fed- 
eration of Actors bulletin, over Miss 
Tucker's signature, following his 
testimony in the AFA trial by the 
Four A’s, 


Despite the fact that Miss Tucker 
last week joined the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, and has other- 
Wise given up her AFA connections, 
Reis said he will push the claim. 
Whatever coin he is able to collect, 
= said, will be turned over to char- 

y. 

Miss Tucker joined AGVA the aft- 
ernoon of the day she opened at the 
Versailles, N. Y. William Morris, 
Who agented her into the nitery, 
phoned AGVA headquarters, stating 
that Miss Tucker was in his office 
#nd was desirous of joining. He 
#sked an application be sent over, 
Which was returned immediately 
with her signature. 

Miss Tucker had refused to ink an 
*pplication the night before when 
Allen Cross and Alan Corelli, prior 
10 a guest appearance on CBS, called 
®n her. It would have been impos- 
Fible for her to open at the Ver- 
failles without AGVA membership. | 
| 


Nitery Ops Put Up 


_ Bond on Tax Charges 
; New Orleans, Sept. 26. 


aur Lake Charles nitery opera- 
8 charged with income tax eva- 
in federal grand jury indict- 
€nts handed down here recently, 
Ppeared before United States Com- 
‘ssioner Robert L. Knox and put 
P bonds of $5,000 for their release. _ 


Ke defendants are Felix Maggiore | 
& Bob Dalovisio, owners of Frank 
bnd Bob's Club, and H. A. Mitchen 
end C. M. Lewis, operators of Mitch | 
Louis,’ 


| field offices. 
| of-town AFA reps are now attempt- 


T. D. Kemp, Jr., has set the unit 
for nine weeks of Paramount and in- 
dependent theatres in the south, 


AFA BRANCHES 
ORDERED 
CLOSE 


While the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists lay claim yesterday to 
4.250 members, the American Feder- 
ation of Actors finally capitulated to 
events and ordered branch offices in 
various cities to sell their furniture 
and close. 

AGVA organizing office, under the 
direction of Jean Muir, has regis- 
tered about 2,000 members in New 
York. 1,000 in Los Angeles, 500 in 
San Francisco, 250 in Chicago, 100 in 
Boston and a scattering throughout 
the country. 

AFA was reported to have held a 
meeting Monday (25) to ‘dissolve.’ No 
confirmation could be obtained, how- 
ever. Office employes refused to 


!comment.and Ralph Whitehead, ex- 


secretary, could not be 
reached, although he has at least 
partially recuperated from his re- 
cent illness and is no longer confined 
to his home. 

It was admitted, however, that 
‘retrenchment’ is taking place in the 
Most of the former out- 


ecutive 


ing to get similar positions with 
AGVA. 
Chi Finally Gives In 
Chicago, Sept. 26. 
After two weeks of refusing to 


recognize the victory of the Ameri- 
can Guild Variety Artists, the home 
office of the American Federation of 
Actors finally capitulated last week 
and sent a brief note to Guy Mag- 


ley, AFA rep, telling him to sell the | 


furniture and close the office. 
This marks finale on the AFA ac- 
tivities. both official and unofficial. 


LEGIT, VAUDE CONFLICT 
EXITS ACT FROM STRAND 


Ray Maver and Edith Evans were 


sudden pullouts from the New York | 


Strand’s stage presentation after the 
first show opening day, Friday (29). 
Act found the race between the 
Strand and rehearsals in Max Gor- 
don’s production of the Hammer- 
stein-Kern musical ‘Very Warm for 
May,’ too close for comfort. 

Strand management, on finding the 


act could just about make the stage | 


shows, if they ran fast, agreed to 
cancel the Mayer and Evans con- 
tract. Team. long standard in vaude, 
only recently came east for the Gor- 
don show. 


Act had been billed in pre-opening | 


ads as ‘bv courtesy of Max Gordon.’ 
Balto’s Top Nitery 
Out of Circulation 


Baltimore, Sept. 26. 
The Penthouse, atop the Stanley 


‘theatre, for years town’s top swank 


nitery, has been taken out of cir- 


‘culation by Warner Bros., owners of 


the property, with a catering con- 
cern taking hold of the lease for 
private functions. Leaves town 
without an uptown nocturnal spot 
except for Tne Blue Mirror, a cock- 
tail lounge. featuring brief floor di- 


| vertissement. 


Town's night life is now centered 
in off the main stem tenderloin sec- 


‘tion, previously identified with slum 
tonk set-ups, but now | and Turf took the dive to cold month from Leo Morgan, former stage pro- 


and honky 
stepping up to more ambitious ef- 
forts. 


Injury Cancels Dates 


Jimmy Jones, 
The Del Rios, balancing 
was injured Sunday night 
while working at the Roosevelt ho- 
tel, New Orleans. 


Report to Fanchon & Marco in 
New York indicated that one of his 
Jegs was hurt and that future play- 
ing time will have to be cancelled. 
One date nixed is for the Radio City 
Music Hall. 


WEEKS 


Growing vaudeville time now af- 
fords bands and name acts the long- 
est New York route in years. Bands, 
especially, are in line for anywhere 
from five to seven weeks in the 
metropolitan area. 

Major portion of this time is the 
Brandts’ four weeks at the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn; Audubon, N. Y., 
Windsor, Bronx, and Carleton, Ja- 
maica. Inasmuch as these houses 
have not been declared opposition 
by the Times Square deluxers, prior 
Or subsequent dates ranging from 
one week at Loew’s State, to two or 
three weeks at the Paramount or 
WB’s Strand, are procureable. Other 
possibilities are the Roxy and Music 
Hall, both of which are usually two- 
week, or more, bookings for acts. 

One instance is the booking of 
Cass Daley by the Brandts. She 
only recently played three weeks at 
the Paramount on Broadway. 


Gene Austin Unit 
Continues Tour As 
Attachment Is Off 


Mobile, Sept. 26. 

The Gene Austin tent show, 
‘Models and Melodies,’ was released 
from an attachment out of the circuit 
court when Billy and Marion Wehle, 
who sued Austin for $8,500, failed to 
post double that amount in bond to 
hold the outfit. Austin, who had 
parked his equipment and some of 
his helpers at the county fairgrounds 
and sent the performers to tourist 
cabins, left Monday (25) noon for 
Selma, Ala., to fill an engagement. 

The Wehles claimed in their suit 
against Austin that he owed them 
the amount above mentioned as the 
balance due on the purchase price. 
Austin claimed that the Wehles 
handed him a ‘nut’ in the shape of 
unpaid Federal amusement tax liens 
amounting to $3,900. In the mean- 
time on Wednesday the 
Revenue Department filed amuse- 
| ment tax liens against the Wehles to 
ithe amount of $3,155.85. Austin re- 
|sumes his western tour after doing 
towns in Mississippi and 


} 
| 


| several 
| Louisiana. 


COMERFORD VAUDE 
STYMIED BY UNIONS 


Plans for a resumption of vaude 
at the Capitol, Binghamton, N. Y., 
| operated by the Comerford interests, 
| has been stymied by the unions. 


| Musicians and stagehands are re- 
ported to have insisted on contracts 
|; naming a set number of weeks that 
| shows would be played, but the op- 
| erators balked at this, claiming they 
could not guarantee playing time 
without first getting a line on the 
b.o. potentialities of vaude. 
Comerford circuit is now playing 
stage shows at Fay’s, Providence, 
| full-weeker; Family, Scranton, Pa., 
two days, and Irving, Wilkes-Barre, 
three days. Besides these, there are 
several minor spots playing Harry 
| Sherman’s $100-a-day shows on a 
| one-day-per-week policy. 


| 


| A. C. Niteries Fold 


| Atlantic City. Sept. 26. 

| The resort's nite club world is 
| folding fast, with but one or two big 
‘places remaining on the go. 

The 5 o’clock Bar didn’t even wait 
‘for the Pageant to fold: Renault’s on 
Boardwalk shut down to winter size 
| last week: 500 Club likewise. Bath 


proportions. The Paradise immedi- 


lately folded after Labor Day. 


who works with 
trio, 
(24), 


Shirley Heller’s Return 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 
Mrs. Richard Mills (Shirley Hel- 
ler), wife of Irving Mills’ lad, join- 
ing up at Show Boat next week as 
vocalist with dance band of her 


Before her marriage, gal was a 


brother-in-law, Herman Middleman. | 


NEW YORK NOW 


Internal 


She’ll be Middleman’s first singer 
since Sally Hughes left outfit couple 
of years ago for wedding. 

Mrs. Mills is a sister of Jackie 
Heller, 


LICENSING 
AGENTS 


Amervican Guild of Variety Artists 
will shortly undertake licensing of 
all agents. Its members will be al- 
lowed to work only for agents who 


have been given certificates after 
being passed upon by the AGVA 
exec board. 


printed and only the date remains 
to be set for the certifying of agents 
to begin. There will be no fee 
charged the reps for the license. 


License is expected to do away 
with court litigation between agent 
and actor, for it contains a compul- 
sory arbitration clause. This clause 
extends also to ‘conflicting claims be- 
| tween licensees.’ Arbitration may 
be before the AGVA national board, 
if the licensee so elects, or in ac- 
cordance with the 
American Arbitration Association, 
with the decision final and binding 
upon both sides. 

Licensee must also agree not to 
act as agent for any AGVA member 
not in good standing and to make all 
contracts on forms provided by the 


| union. 
In addition to the licenses, new 


| forms have been printed this week 
, by AGVA for contracts between the 
| union and vaude and nitery ops and 
between employers and performers. 
Both the pacts have a new liability 
| clause figured to strengthen the 
actors’ chances of getting paid off 
in case of bankruptcy. It stipulates 
that contract must be signed not 
only by a corporation, but ‘by an in- 
dividual as an individual and not as 
a corporate officer, which would 
make him personally liable. 


There is also in the employment 
pacts a strengthening clause against 
rebates or kickbacks to employers. 
Forms are all said to be temporary, 
subject to change by the general 
AGVA membership when it meets. 
No date for such a meeting has been 
set. 


BRANDT VAUDE CIRCUIT 
DICKERING FOR STAGER 


The Brandts’ indie circuit, which, 
with the opening of the Carleton, 
Jamaica, Thursday (28), will have a 


four-week vaude route in New York, 
is dickering for a production man to 
dress up its stages. A deal will be 
set this week, the operators refusing 
to name the candidates meanwhile. 

| Other Brandt houses the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn; Audubon, Man- 
hattan, and Windsor, Bronx. Arthur 
Fisher does the booking. 

Idea for a production man stems 
‘from the Brandts’ desire to give 
vaude as much of a chance as pos- 
sible to establish itself gs a b.o. 
stimulant. The producer will con- 
cern himself with scenery and lizht- 
ing, probably getting full rein even 
over those shows which carry their 
own production help, as for instance 
the Music Corp. of America bands. 
Latter are getting special treatment 


'ducer for Paramouni’s picture thea- 
‘tres, especially hired for the job. 


warbler in niteries and is returning | 
to first love in home town for a spell. | 


AGVA SETS 


License forms have already been 


rules of 


Flippen Vice Cantor as AGVA’s 
Pro Tem Prez; Dissension Behind 


Miss Reade Quitting As Exec See 


| Eddie Cantor resigned Monday ‘25) 
| evening as president of the American 
'Guild of Variety Artists. He was 
| immediately succeeded by Jay C. 
| Flippen, a member of the AGVA 
| board. Switch took place at a meet- 
, ing of the AGVA exec body on Mon- 
day (25) after receipt of a letter 
from Cantor stating that he had only 
accepted the presidency as an emerg- 
ency measure during the recent 
| AGVA-AFA crisis. 
| Cantor, in his letter from the 
Coast, declared that he hadn't 
_ worked in the variety field for a con- 
siderable time and thought that the 
| general membership would favor 
more closely associated 
with their profession. [Cantor is just 
starting out on an extensive vaude- 
| ville tour.] 
Henry Dunn, of Cross and Dunn, a 
member of the AGVA board, imme- 
diately proposed Flippen as the new 
prez. Latter, who was present, was 
| promptly accepted by acclamation. 
| Flippen will serve until a genera) 
| election is held within the next three 
months. 

Maida Reade’s resignation Friday 
(22) as executive secretary of AGVA 
| was sudden, but not entirely unex- 
| pected after frequent reports that 
there was dissension in the manage- 
/ment of the union. Underlying fac- 
| tor was Miss Reade’s lack of know})- 
‘edge of the vaudeville and nitery 
| fields, which was said to be imped- 
ing organization of performers by 
the newly chartered union. 

There has been little doubt that 
| AGVA, because of its too speedy for- 
mation following the ousting of the 
American Federation of Actors from 
' the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
, America ¢Four A’s), was in a near- 
chaotic state. There were apparent- 
ly too many fingers in the pie, and 
Miss Reade, who has had an excel- 
|lent rep in legit as a member of 
Equity’s council, was finding it diffi- 
cult to coordinate the management in 
| fields that were foreign to her. 

Her resignation came at a meeting 

f the executive board of the Four 
A’s Friday. The management of 
AGVA was up for discussion, and 
the board is said to have asked Miss 
Reade to leave the room while they 
talked it over. Instead, she said she 
wanted to quit, and, upon request, 
put her resignation in writing. Her 
salary was $6,000 yearly. 

A committee of three was then 
formed to handle the affairs of 
AGVA until another permanent sec- 
retary is appointed, this time pos- 
sibly by a vote of the AGVA’s mem- 
bership. Committee consists of Mrs. 
Emily Holt, executive secretary of 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists; Mrs. Florence Marston, eastern 
rep of the Screen Actors Guild, and 
Paul Turner, of the Four A’s legal 
staff. They'll supervise Alex McKee, 
who is nominally in charge now, with 
Jeun Muir continuing as chief or- 
'ganizer 

In Four A’s circles it’s being sug- 
gested that Dorothy Bryant, former 
head of Chorus Equity, be placed in 
charge of AGVA. She was originally 
approached for the job, but turned it 
down. She built up Chorus Equity’s 
treasury to the highest point in its 
history prior to quitting some time 
ago and knows vaude and its prob- 
lems. 

There are reports that Miss Reade’s 


| 


resignation also stemmed from a 
growing struggle within the Four A’s 
for jurisdiction over television. 
Equity now has this in limited fash- 


on, but AFRA is said to claim it be- 
the jurisdiction it already 
over radio. Miss Reade, it’s 
aid, would have thrown AGVA’s 
vote to Equity’s side in any jurisdic- 
tiona] dispute, with the result that 
AFRA execs and its close ally, SAG, 
are sa'd to have been anxious to re- 
place her. 

It’s probable that Miss Reede will 
cow return to Equity’s council, which 
she left to take the AGVA post. 
Equity job is non-salaried, 


BERBERICH DIVORCES WIFE 
St. Louis, Sept. 26. 

William Berberich, owner of the 
Meadowbrook, class nite spot in St. 
Louis County, last week was granied 
a divorce from Mrs. Mabel Ber- 
berich, to whom he was married in 
Cieveland, July 14, 1924. 

The suit was heard and the decree 
vranied within two hours after it 
was filed. 
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Night Club Reviews 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Diosa Costello with Jesus Marti- 
mez, Carlos Molina orch, Teresita 
Osta, Velero Sisters (2), Pancho & 
Dolores. 


Riding the crest of the rhumba 
vogue, the new La Conga, on the 
site of the old Harlem Uproar House, 
nee Monte Carlo, nee lots of other 
things, has been doing fair biz. It’s 
around the corner from the Havana- 
Madrid, another Cuban-style nitery 
on Broadway and S5Blst, latter in 
what was the old Mirador (Moss and 
Fontana, et al.). 

The new La Conga took over the 
tag of what was a 1937-38 nitery 
sensation, on 57th street west, and 


vue’ (Shuberts), so when the fall 
season starts rolling all the acts will 
be doubling into the nitery. 

La Conga is directed by Mario, 
who has been around in sundry 
'spots. Room, with its palm-tree 
decor, is not as impressive as the 
original 57th street Conga, after 
| which it seems somewhat patterned. 
| Lighting for the acts is poor, a yel- 
low spot particularly being unflatter- 
ing to Miss Costello, et al. 

Dinner to a $1.25 minimum table 
d'hote is the best buy; for supper, 
it’s $2 and $2.0 minimum per per- 
son, latter scale on Saturdays. Abel. 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Sophie Tucker, Maximilian Ber- 


Putting On the Dog 


Fancier billing than Max and 
His Gang, dog act, had to be fig- 
ured out when the turn was 
booked for the Music Hall, N. 
Y., where it’s current on a two- 
week date. 

The act 
and Co. 


became Maximilian 


ing for his gags, so that the audience 
becomes convinced that even he 
doesn’t think they’re very good, 
which, of course, is poor psychology 
on his part. 
Outstanding is Eva Bastien, a 
dancer with okay appearance and 
natural showmanship. Does a dis- 
robing number to a string of Vien- 
nese tunes that gives the routine 
class and distinction. Jackie Cornell 
does a little striperoo that’s not so 
forte; Florenza does what is labelled 


as an ‘exotic’ number, but it gets 
only a moderate response. 

Vocalists are Betty Atkinson and 
Evelyn Poe, solo soubrets who go 
over well enough. Cecile Blair has 
played all over town and still makes 
' good with her acrobatic dance. 

Vantine and Cazan are a man and 
woman magic turn. Vantine tosses 


Ss y | 
prime appeal. The rest of the floor In the headlines a lot of late, 


show is so much hors d'ouvres, the | connie Tucker is now in the Ameri- 


Latin bombshell working herself | 
into a froth and sustaining the entire | C8" Guild of Variety Artists and at 


proceedings. She’s. an. energetic the Versailles as the entire show. 


Piumba and conga interpreter, al- 'She’s also in her best entertaining 


most scat-singing the Cuban ditties form. She joined the AGVA the day 


and doing a combination Snakehips |Sh¢ opened the Versailles engage- 


Tucker-Rita Rio with her shim, sham 
and shiveroo gyrations. The Inter- 
national Casino last season enticed 
her away, and spotted her at the 
helm of her own combo, but some- | 
how her present environment seems 
_ best. She works with an amazing 
bongo banger, one Jesus Martinez. 

For the rest, the Velero Sisters 
(2) do native harmonics before a 
mike in fair manner; Pancho and 
Dolores do ballroomology—a waltz 
and fast routine when caught—in 
the polite ‘society’ manner; Terisita 
Osta, dancer, opens. 

Subbing for Desi Arnaz’s rhumba 
combo is Carlos Molina, equally ex- 
pert orchestra. Arnaz is rehearsing 
in ‘Too Many Girls,’ the new Rodgers 
and Hart musical for George Ab- 
bott, as is Miss Costello. Celina and 
Papo, rhumba team, succeed her 


starting tonight (Wednesday) while 


she goes into rehearsal more in- 
tensively. 

The Veleros also are set for a 
musical, ‘Nice Goin’ 


Schwab), and Pancho and Dolores 
likewise are slated for ‘Strawhat Re- 


Phone BRadshaw 2-3982 
in Los Angeles for reser- 
vations at the... 


PALACE 


HOTEL...San Francisco 
Reservations will be 
immediately confirmed 
over our direct Tele- 
type system from the 
Los Angeles office at 


8619 Sunset Boulevard. 


ment, Wednesday (20). 

The veteran Miss Tucker more 
than sustains her solo assignment, | 
being sockful all the distance. The 
self-styled ‘last of the red-hot | 
mammas’ did 33 minutes at the; 
Wednesday night (20) show caught 
and might have gone more. Miss 
Tucker opens with ‘No One Man,’ 
which has genuine oldtime vaude 
flavor. A bit about cigarets with 
Teddy Shapiro, her pianist for years, 
acts as an introduction to ‘Get Out 
of Town,’ from her legit musical, 
‘Leave It to Me.’ Deepest indigo 
number is the one that follows, a 
recitative lyric built around the girl 
who’s in Miami with Major Burns. 
Plenty saucy but Miss Tucker gets it 
across nicely, 

‘South American Way’ is topped 
by some conga business for laughs, 
Soph shaking those hips around a | 
bit. ‘Most Gentlemen Don't Like! 
Love,’ also from ‘Leave It to Me,’| 
precedes the highly surefire ‘You've | 


standard. A dramatic 


whiskey-and-soda_ song towards the | 
| close introduces ‘Strutter’s Ball’ and, | 
|of course, ‘Some of These Days.’ | 
| Miss Tucker should prove a heavy) 
|draw at the Versailles, where she | 
|has been before. Bands are Maxi-| 
|milian Bergere, just back for the 
winter season, and Panchito’s excel- 
lent rhumba outfit, now in its 14th 
month. Bergere plays the show as 


well as for dancing. Char. 


NEW YORKER, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 

Ralph Cook, Cectie Blair, Eva} 

Bastien, Vantine & Cazan, Florenza, | 

Betty Atkinson, Evelyn Poe, Jackie! 

| Cornell, Winnie Hoveler Girls (6), 
| Nino Rinaldo orch. 


Charlie Hepp’s former New York 
Cabaret, now the New Yorker, has 
been remodeled. The bar has been 
moved far back in the room, facing a 
tad of legal dice games, known as 


Room itself seats some 250, all with 
}an excellent view of the floor. Above 
| the bandstand is a high stage which, 
| in ~ show, is just used for a black- 
| out. 
| Comic and m.c. is Ralph Cook, who 
| has been playing the lesser cafes all 
| over town. Cook works hard, with 
|a string of gags which could be 
| brightened up. On his own he does 
| best with a funny snake-charming 
| bit. His comedy is geared pretty low 

but that’s what these customers go 

for. He has a bad habit of apologiz- 


off 


some card tricks and other 
legerdermain while Cazan’s specialty 
is an escape from a straight jacket. 
Winnie Hoveler line of girls is 
costumed in excellent flash wardrobe 
and it turns in a couple of fine num- 
bers according to the standards of 
this cafe. Nino Rinaldo’s orchestra 
is satisfactory for show and shagging. 
Gold 


LEON & EDDIE’S, N. Y. 


Eddie Davis, Ramona & Orch (12), 
4 Squires, Charles & Barbara, La- 
Playa Dancers (8), featuring Gloria 


Cook & Bob Conrad, Godoy’s Rhum- 


ba Band (6), Lou Martin’s Orch (7). 


A change in band, to a swingo 
combo led by the pianologistic Ra- 
mona, and ae general whipping 
around of the format seem to have 
turned the trick for Leon & Eddie's. 
This, combined with the currently 


(Lawrence | Got to Be Lover to Be Healthy,’ a putlish trends in the niteries, sees 
| Tucker 


this 52nd street spot in its old sizzling 
stride as heretofore. 

Ramena, long-featured Steinway- 
ist with Paul Whiteman—with whom, 
incidentally, she had a legal falling 
out—heads a zingy 12-man combo. 
She joins the ranks of the femme 
maestros of whom there are but a 
handful, and dishes forth a genuinely 
effective brand of danspation. Hav- 
ing tutored for so long with a mas- 
ter, Whiteman, it’s little wonder that 
hers is more than the usual pyro- 
technics of getting artifically hotcha 
and doing mild bumps in the fuise 
of syncopation. Ramona is in a good 
52d street showcase, as evidenced 
by her new Decca recording con- 
tract, and some radio guest shorts 
for which she’s already set. 

New show lineup generally is a 
canny sequence of quality rather 
than as much quantity as in the 
past. For instance, the 4 Squires. 
new from the Coast, save for a brief 
stop at the Belmont-Plaza, are an 
engaging swing combo, more of a 
comedy interlude than a musical 
unit. Each is apparently an ac- 
complished musician, and bespeaks 
of seasoning with many a band, but 
their forte is comedy and novelty. 
Glen Moore, trumnet; Lumpy Bran- 
num, bespectacled, deadpan _ bass 
comedian: Jack Smith, guitar, and 
Russell Black. piano. comprise the 
unit. The gawkv Brannum is the 
fulcrum of the fun and they dish 
out a deft brand of stuff. Combo is 
slated for the Lawrence Schwab mu- 
sical, ‘Nice Goin’.’ 

The La Playa Dancers (8) are in 


RED LABEL, 
8 years old. 
BLACK LABEL, 
12 years old. 

Both 86.8 proof. 


BLENDED SCO 


Meet me at your 
favorite bar-r-r...an’ 
show ye how good 


a Scotch can be! 


Ings sensible to stick with 


JOHNNIE WALKER 


BORN 1820... 
still going strong 


TCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y.; SOLE DISTRIBUTOR 


the new idiom of conga mass rou- 
tines which the D’Avalos and others 
have popularized so well the past 
season or two. What distinguishes 
this octet are four very personable 
femmes, headed by Gloria Cook, a 
sock looker, and an equally fetching 
quartet of males, of whom Bob Con- 
rad is featured, doing the lead conga 
rouXines with Miss Cook. The top- 
per, of course, is the conga line for 
the finale, the customers participat- 
ing, terping with the unit as a buildup 
for a dance school. It’s a good shill 
for the hoofology factory and a cut- 
rate attraction for the cafes. Godoy’s 
rhumba band gives out with very 
effective Latin-rhythmed accomps. 
For the rest there’s the surfire Ed- 
die Davis with some new and saucy 
material, although he knows how 
to cannily switch pace and sell a bal- 
lad to strong returns. Davis doesn’t 
treat his pops casually, giving them 
extra values through special ver- 


sions, fancy lyrical embellishments | jn London in which he was cozp 
=pro- 


and the like. The perkier songs are | : ; 
likewise specially authored and well | ducer with Sir Alfred Butt, served 


YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 


Al Jolson heading a special group 
of theatrical people going tg the 
stump for Coolidge. 


Cleveland was paying $350,000 to 
see Morris Gest's original New York 
production of ‘The Miracle,’ the larg. 
est guarantee ever paid for a legit 
show outside Gotham. 


Babe Ruth as an attraction with a 
Vincent Lopez touring band planned 
The Yankees’ homerun king would 
go out following the World Series, 


Failure of ‘Pansy’s Arabian Night,’ 


tailored to his individual style. 
Charles and Barbara, _tapsters, 
open. Lou Martin’s band, long the 
No. 1 combo, now play the cocktail 
and early dinner sessions. Abel. 


2 O’Clock Club, Balto. 


as a major rebuff to Basil Dean's 
future producing activities. He in. 
dicated he might retire. 


American acts were being sought 
by R. H. Gillespie, director of Moss 
Empire Theatres, Ltd.; H. M. Tenn- 
ent, booking manager for Moss, and 


Harry Foster, London agent, all of 
whom had sailed to the U. S. They 
were seeking acts on the largest 
scale in the history of British vaude, 


Baltimore, Sept. 24. 
Lane, Edwards & Allen, Alice Ka- 
gen, Corday & Triano, Elaine Jordan, 
Wally Wanger Girls (6), Milton 
Lyons orch (7). 


Because the rodeo at the British 
Empire Exposition, in which he had 
an interest, fared poorly financially, 


Entirely redecorated, the 2 o'clock 
Club is laying it on heavy on the 


flesh angle, increasing its talent |C. B. Cochran was preparing to file 
budget considerably this season.| for bankruptcy. 
Current layout, its opening bill, 


shows the new policy advantageously Hass %s ‘pi 
assard Short’'s ‘Ritz Revue’ was 
and the ropes have been up nightly _a click in its Broadway debut at the 


since its opening. Smart change in 

price policy calls for no couvert or itz; ‘Hassan’ suffered considerably 
minimum ‘during the week, with | less favorable response, while the 
$1.50 limit on weekends. | ‘Greenwich Village Follies,’ featur- 

Fast show is paced by Lane, Ed-_| ing the Dolly Sisters, Vincent Lopez's 
to order for band, Moran and Mack, among 
this spot. ads work hard through- | others, me i 
out, holding down the closing | WE. 
of the layout with a potpourri of 
flip vocals wrapped around travesties 
on ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,’ ‘Sobel, Sulli- | 
van and Winchell’ and ‘Harry the 
Hophead.’ Should build consider- 
able following here if they can keep 
their material fresh. 

Rest of show includes Alice Kagen, 
song-dance-acro specialist; Corday. 
and Triano, ballroom team, in ade- 
quate routines highlighted by a Har- 
lem number to ‘St. Louis Blues,’ and 
Elaine Jordan, personalble singer, 
who whacks out arrangements of 
‘Comes Love,’ ‘Got Nobody’ and 
a medley of Gilbert and Sullivan) 
tunes in jive, all in the groove and 
earning a real begoff. 


Maxie Rosenbloom’s nitery 
opened in Hollywood with new floor 
show headed by Jerrie Kruger, Sid 
| Tomack and the Reis brothers. 


Outstanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 


WALTER 
DARE 


Good looking line (6) rounds out 


the works. Music for show and WA H L 
dancing handled by Milt Lyons’ 
workmanlike combo. In _ between 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


shorts, Carson and Dare keep mat-, 
ters moving with their accordians. 
Burin, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


“]ON THE AIR WITH 
RUBINOFF AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA. 


21 Sponsored by Ten Thou- 

sand Lig qett-Rexall 
Drug Stores. Coast to 
=| Coast Columbia Broad- 
casting, National Broad- 
casting Systems during 
October and November. 


BORAN 


Young Arthur Boran, Mimic-Come- 
dian, Master of Ceremonies .. - Ra- 
dio’s Most Versatile Entertainer . - - 
Cream of the Broadway Crop, — 
DANTON WALKER, N.Y. Daily News. 


Lillian Mansfield, ex-Ziggy doll, 
who fought a mess of bed routine | 
and licked three major operatons, 
has gone to the Big Town with a 
good health report. 

Mannie Lowy, Rudy Vallee’s ex-| 
fiddler, packed up his family and 
motored to California, where he will | 
continue ozoning. 

Six night spots have folded here 
since Labor Day, turning loose a lot 
of musicians. Floridel Club and 
Hotel Saranac only two spots using 
— that didn’t get into the red 
ink. 

Joseph Vaughey, who saw _ 10 
years of ozoning in Denver has left 
that spot for Flushing, L. I., where 
he’s expected to resume his author- 
ing and press agenting. | 

John Jones, who did his bit at the 
Will Rogers, in and out for a general 
checkup. Boy left for Hartford with 
a nifty okay. 

Eddie Vogt smiling a mile wide 
because he got o.k. reports that will 
enable him to go home soon. 

Bob Mills, ex-p.a. and theatrical 
columnist, who has ozoned here 
since the early 20s, strictly bedding 
it at the Berkeley hotel. 

Russ Kelly to the N. Y. World’s 
Fair, his first trip to Gotham in five 
years, 

Richard ‘Crooner’ Emperor handed 
out pre-natal cigars, claiming it 
would be a boy. 

Write to those who are ill. 


KATHERINE HARRIS 


Closing a successful engagement at 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
(Week of Sept. 21) 


With Joe Rines and His Orchestra 
Thanks to Lew Weiss 


ART 
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Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 


Always Working 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week Sept. 22 
EARLE, Washington, D. C. 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY 


Majestic, B’klyn, 


CastLeftHolding | 
Bag for Salaries 


Ferformers at the Majestic, Brook- 
jyn, which had a quickie vaude ca- 
yeer week before last, claim to be 
still waiting for their coin. None 
of them was paid off after the house 
unveiled on Sept. 15, played through 
to the following evening and failed 
to relight thereafter. 

Forty-eight actors, singers and 
ehowgirls and eight men in the pit 
orch are out almost $1,000. Produ- 
cer, stage manager and press agent 
ere also unpaid, although ushers, pro- 
jectionists and other house employes 
were taken care of by the house 
manager from proceeds of the box- 
office for the two days of operation. 

Promoter of the show was John 
Head, who informed members of the 
company he was from Ohio, where 
he produced similar shows, but is 


Unit Review 


Treasure Island Follies 
(ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 24. 
Helen Werhle, Harry Savoy, Miles 
& Durne, Two Rover Boys, Treas- 
ure Island Girls (6), Bill Floor’s 
house band (5); ‘Navy Secrets’ 
(Mono) and ‘Gateway’ (20th), dual. 


A gagman-m.c., not new to regular 
patrons of this vaudfilmer, shares 
topflight honors with a semi-nude 
hoofer at the Roxy this week. Cur- 
rent flesher introduces line of six 
chorines who click in their precision 
stepping. 

Harry Savoy, Coast comedian, who 
handled similar m.c. duties here 
about six months ago, returns with a 
new routine, yet depends on his 
unique conversation style and pet 
lingo to sell his solo act and all in- 
troductions effectively. 

Bill Floor’s house band c - stage 
opens with a pop tune which paves 
the way for the chorus. Each mem- 
ber of the sextet works hard and the 
result is a pleasing array of soft 
shoe terping, aided in appearance 
by attractive costumes. 

Savoy's initial showing is marked 


said by Tom Phillips, biz agent of 
the Brother (burlesque) Artists As- 
sociation, in New York, to be a mem- 
ber of that organization. He got the 
house on a split with the owners. 


With their week not up and pay- 
day not scheduled until last Thurs- 
day (21), members of the cast rc- 
ported for work on the preceding 
Monday only to be told by Head 
there would be a slight delay be- 
cause the American Federation of 
Musicians and the IATSE were de- 
manding ‘that a bond be _ posted. 
Head said he was going into Man- 
hattan to get the coin for the bond 
and would be right back. As far as 
is known, that is the last time most 
members of the company saw him. 

Most of the cast in the combina- 
tion vaude, musical revue and burley 
show were non-union. 
bers of the BAA, who inquired at 
the org’s office before entering the 
show, were told to take the jobs at 
their own risk. Rose Gordon pro- 
duced the chorus numbers. 


LORD& 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


Three mem- | 


| opened 


by a few glib gags. Briefie sesh 
with his pins serves as a buildup for 
the Two Rover Boys, a Mutt and 
| Jeff combo. Youthful hokesters dis- 
| play enough talent in gag falls and 
gymnastics to earn a call. Smaller 
member also takes a stab at cloggery 
and is well received. 

Helen Werhle, impressionistic 
dancer, has her inning next, front- 
ing the chorus with fast-stepping 
hoofing a la barefoot. Miss Wehrle’s 
talent lies in her agile execution of 
intricate routines. Her costume, too, 
is okay, and she goes over big. 

Savoy on next with an unnamed 
gal foil. Stint is nearly all gagging 
and the balance devoted to the zany 
expression of the femme. Regular 
customers instantly recognize several 
old situations which Savoy uses, but 
the greater portion of his nine-min- 
ute appearance is predominantly 
new to hometowners. Choicest smile- 
developer is his gag about how an 
Indian lost his color while continual- 
| ly fading in a crap game. 

Two husky-voiced femmes, Miles 
/and Durne, on next with several old 
|pops.. Relying on tricky licks and 
; wa-da-da, gals’ treatment of ‘I’ve 
‘Got Rhythm’ smacks interestingly of 

unique choral rhythm. In only one 
'department do they falter—mike 
technique. 
| Miss Werhle’s second appearance 
'results in some torrid hip-slinging 
in a number tabbed ‘Persian Fan- 
tasy.” To the accompaniment of ‘In 


a Persian Market’ dancer gives out | 
solidly, ending the board pounding | 


in semi-nude. Savoy next fronts 
chorines with more banter, leading 
up to the finale during which each 
act struts briefiy. 
Lower floor of house nearly filled 
at show caught. Weather, rain. 
Guss. 


Mayris Chaney in Hat 


Business on the Side 
Mayris Chaney (and Fox) has 
a millinery store in San 
Francisco, and says she will open 


one in each key city the team plays, 


leaving managers in charge. 


Team recently closed a date at the 
Mark Hopkins Hotel, S. F., and hops | 


to the Clover Leaf Club, 40 miles 
south of S. F, 


THEATRE 


BOOKING 
LOEW BLD 


160 WEST 46" 


J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H. 


BOOKING 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


Beyant 9-7800 


LUBIN 


‘of the STARS _ 


AGENCY 


ANNEX 


ST. NEW YORK 


MANAGER 


PIERMONT 


MANAGER 


Hale Girls Due Back 


Italy is the only country in Eu- 
rope running normally, according to 
Jim Witteried, director of a troupe 
of Chester Hale Girls who closed at 
the Lido-Venice Sept. 17. Both he 
and the girls are en route to New 
York, due in next Monday (2). 


Mathea Merryfield, featured 
American act who appeared at the 
Lido, elected to stay in order to star 
in a new revue which opened at the 
Olympia, Milan, Sept. 17. 


Orpheum, Mpls., Cutting 
Mat. Scale to 35c Top 
Despite Indies’ Squawks 


Minneapolis, Sept. 26. 

With Chester Morris and the ‘Bon- | 
Air’ show, starting Friday, the Or- | 
pheum here is reducing its vaudfilm | 
matinee prices to 25c. to 1 p.m. and 
35c. from 1 to 5 p.m. Scale for past 
several years has been 35 and 40c., 
respectively. Admission after 5 p.m. | 
remains at 55c. 

Action is getting a rise out of inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organization, 
which previously had waged a suc- 
cessful fight to get vaudfilm prices 
boosted from 25-35-40c. to 35-40-55c. 
The fight involved a boycott of RKO 
product. 

Inasmuch, however, as the Minne- 
sota theatre has a 15-25-30c. scale for 
its vaudfilm shows, Orpheum feels 
justified in making the slight mati- 
nee cuts. Protesting indie nabe ex- 
hibitors, who have claimed they 
couldn’t exist with straight subse- 
quent-run films at 25c. in the face of 
combined first-run screen and stage 
shows at low admissions in the loop, 
have been so informed. 


Two Philly Niteries 
Newly Refurbished 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


Two niteries are displaying brand 
new fronts this week. 


Frankie Palumbo’s, Philly’s 
Latin Quarter, unshuttered Monday | 
night (25) with a new cocktail room | 
and a redecorated dining room and | 
new stage. 

Irvin Wolf’s Rendezvous has been | 
retagged ‘Musical Bar’ and Feapens | 
tomorrow night (Wednesday). A 60- 
foot circular bar has been installed | 
on the site of the dance floor. In-| 
stead of the old policy, Wolf will | 


Weiss’ Bkptcy, Listing $145,841 
Debts at N. Y. H'wood, Marks 
Finale of Lavish Nitery Epoch 


Max Adkins New Leader 


The voluntary bankruptcy petition 


At Stanley Pittsburgh °” Nicholas A. Weiss, listing $145,- 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 

Max Adkins, sax player and ar- 
ranger for WCAE Airliners, staff | 
band at that station, has been named | 
conductor of house orchestra at 
Stanley theatre, WB deluxer. He 
replaces veteran Dave Broudy, lat- 
ter stepping down at his own request 
after more than 20 years of batoning 
for a first violinist’s berth. 

Adkins quit WCAE berth middle 
of this summer to study and has 
since been replaced as arranger for 
Airliners by Joe Schafer. 


COAST NITERY TRADE 
SCUTTLED BY HEAT 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Night club biz last week passed 
through its most agonizing period in 
the memory of the earliest ringsider. | 
Seven straight days of better than 
100 degrees temperature, with little | 
relief at nights, just about doomed. 
any chance of a turnover. Few of, 
the spots are air cooled and tourist. 
trade is in-between seasons, the next 
big influx being for the Santa Anita. 
race season at Yule time. 

Most of the bistros were operated 
by skeleton crews and talent costs | 
were shaved to a minimum. Weather | 
respite came with Sunday's 
storms, 


2 Dallas Spots Renew 
Former Nitery Policies 


Dallas, Sept. 26. 
Rapidly booming nitery biz here, 
which has resulted in opening of | 
severa] new spois, has drawn two 
oldies back to original policies. 
Lou Bovis, of English Village, has | 


returned to melodramas. ‘Nellie, the 


Crunkard’s Daughter’ is the opening 
opus, | 

Abe Weinstein has opened his 25 | 
Klub, temporarily shuttered, with 
floor show which includes three | 


' reorganizations. 


841 in debts for the Hollywood res- 
taurant, extinct Broadway nitery, 
marks the end of an epoch in Main 


Stem niteries, according to the show 
bunch. Still current are such spots 


|like the Paradise, International Ca- 


sino Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 


'and Cotton Club (latter colored pol- 


icy), but it’s no secret that the first 
two haven’t been doing too well. 
The ever-growing  dansapation 


/vogue augurs an increasing tendency 
| by the customers to make their own 


fun while hoofing on the dance 
floors. Exceptional spots like the 
Stork, 21. Morocco and Monte Carlo 
are celebrity and socialite haunts, 
where the others come to gape and 
gawk. For the main, therefore, a 
couple of good bands and some light 
divertissement seem to have eclipsed 
the elaborate floor shows. 


The Hollywood's $1.50 table d’hote 
with an elaborate revue and three 
bands didn’t click after a couple of 
The Paradise had 
one of its best revues this past season, 
but the N. Y. Fair influx didn’t come 
up to expectations. The International 
Casino, with Alex Finn and a fresh 
Boston bankroll, topped all shows 
with a lavish Georgie Hale revue 
that cost plenty. 

Rose alone has a real click at his 
Horseshoe. The Harlemesque Cotton 


(24) Club did well, but then eased off 


and is currently bridging the gap 
with a vaudeville show until Louie 
Armstrong, Stepin Fetchit, et al., 
come in next month. Cab Calloway 
'is taking the current ‘Cotton Club on 
| Parade’ into the presentation houses, 
|and Bill Robinson is anchored at the 
|Fair in ‘Hot Mikado,’ from where 
' he had been doubling into the C. C. 


Weiss, who lists himself as a design- 


ler, formerly in the restaurant busi- 


ness, filed his voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in the N. Y. federal 


‘dropped the strictly dance idea and | court Friday (22), listing $250 in as- 


sets against $145,841 in liabilities. 
Among creditors are the Maxwell 
Co., Ine., and M. Bronner for fixtures 
and equipment, $19,000; Local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
$8,000; Phil-Quain, Inc., Hotel Elysee, 


have a small band and two acts, a| femmes from Casa Manana cast, | $20,000 on a note; the Atlas Ad Co., 


continuous show from 9 p.m. to clos- | 
ing. 


‘orch is playing this spot. 


billed as Three Flashes. Hy Stein’s 


$5,000 on a note, and the Hotel Edi- 
son, $1,000, for services rendered. 


talent ever! 


THE REAL THING COMES ALONG! 


KIRK 


and his “CLOUDS OF JOY’ featuring 


MARY LOU WILLIAMS JUNE RICHMOND 
PHA TERRELL and FLOYD SMITH 


The greatest array of musical and entertainment 
No wonder they're breaking records 
everywhere ... they're coming up like a comet! 


STATE, NEW YORK, WEEK SFPT. 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT: JOE GLASER 


Glaser-Consolidated, we. 


30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, RADIO CITY. NEW YORK 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 
STATE, N. Y. pleasantness of style that is appes!-| 


At VARIETY 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


= 


Buddy Welcome soloing the number. 
| Vocals, too, are handled by Madeline 
| Gray and Joe Cargonaro. Former 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


ing and meshes solidly with the mob. | 
Does ‘Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Especially for | 


2 
a 
} 


Sota |is a looker with a cute baby voice . . . .| You,’ ‘All of Me and One Sweet) Glenn Miller’s orch, with Marion 
and a swell chassis. | from You.’ Bad posture Hutton, Ray Eberle; The Newtons, 
Chat’ | Sunny Rice, a clever dancer, g0es| Marie Wilson & Bob Oakley, Henry slightly mars her impression. | Tiny Ann & Tony Small, 4 Ink Spots, 
Hall Music through a snappy pirouetting tap) Armetta: ‘When Tomorrow Comes’, ,. 3! Baker steps from the brass sec-| Don Baker; ‘Honeymoon in Bali* 
Music Ha M orps “nh a sed which is rhythmically excellent. (7y) ’ tion of the band for an exhibition of (Par), reviewed in Variety Sept. 13, 
ire : | taining series of gags, some old, | t. It's good. Likewise the closing | 
Edith Cavell’ (RKO), reviewed in cone Bm bringing | The State's current stage show is which Dorsey does the It's a of bounce bands this 
Vaemery, Aug. 38. belly guffaws. Then when the audi-/| an object lesson in talent. It pits flight sequence of the ‘Bumblebee’ in week on Broadway, between Glenn 


A spicy, colorful and thoroughly 


pleasing stage show serves as sup-, 


port for ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ (RKO), 
a picture that should have added 
draw because of its World War 
background. Leon Leonidoff, re- 
cently back from Europe, staged the 
four-part presentation, with the set- 
tings by Bruno Maine and lighting, 
by Eugene Braun also important 
factors. 

Gene Snyder again put on the 
dance routines for the Rockettes, 
and this week for a finish augments 
the line with the ballet group in a 
number with fans which produces 
numerous impressive effects, includ- 
ing flowers. Rockettes appear, 
earlier in a dance creation of their 
own as boys and girls. It is a sort 
of can-can. 

Two acts from the outside are 
Pape and Conchita (New Acts), a 
perch turn, and Maximilian & Co., 
fancy billing for the dog act that has 
been known for years as Max and 
His Gang. Latter delivers a solid 
punch, as does the Pape-Conchita 
team. Glee club works in the same 
scene, doing a novelty number that 
clicks. 

June Forrest and Jan Peerce, reg- 
ulars, offer a love duet, after Peerce 
alone sings ‘Macushla.’ ; 

This week the overture is ‘Blue 
Danube.’ While it is being played, 
men and women are seated at tables 
on the side of the auditorium to lend 
cafe atmosphere. 

Business opening night (Thurs-. 
day) at the final show was good, | 
though not overflowing. Char. | 


LYRIC, INDPLS. | 


Indianapolis, Sept. 22. | 

Ben Bernie orch, Donald Saxon, 
Manny Prager, Bailey Sisters, Four 
Collegians, Terry Howard & Jack 
Talley; ‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB). 


House had the natives coming reg- | 
ularly when stagehands strike closed 
the Lyric last July 6, ending a con- 
tinuous run of almost six years of 
vaudfilm. With best biz hung up by 
bands during previous runs, house 
is smart to bring in Ben Bernie to 
take down the shutters. 

Bernie goes over well on his first 
stage appearance here, livening up 
the music and acts with gags worked 


‘ence is in his paw, he slips into his | entertainers against Hollywood play- 


| caught 


double-talk, winding up his stunt, ers and the two refugees from cellu- 
with a vocal, ‘I Never Knew Heaven — — = the short and very 
Could Speak,’ which i ir. negligible end. 

“The Halletts Marie Wilson (New Acts) and 
by Jerry Perkins and Miss Gray on| Henry Armetta, working in sepa- 
‘Umbrella Man’ and ‘Sleepy People,’, rate acts, may be pulling business 
numbers that are well-suited for this the the job of 
pair, who click solidly. ertaining the customers is carrie 

Marjorie Gainsworth is also handi- | by the non-film compliment, notably ' 
she sang a pot pourri of | 
operatic numbers with English lyrics | Arden. Only other act in the show 
and wound up with ‘Lo, Hear The is Catherine Harris (New Acts), who | 


Daley questionable), 


two breaths on his sax. 

Added turns are Lorraine and 
Rognan and Tommy Trent. Former 
pair is a standard comedy duo of 
the straight man and fresh gal. She 
has an added capacity for 
her torso into odd shaves 
makes next week’s booking of Cass 


adds a stage wait tap sesh. 
is distinctly lowdown with a mixture 
of old gags and some very original 
ones. Gets a good many laughs. 


tossing 
(which 


while Rognan. 
Comedy | 


Gentle Lark.’ Leud applause failed 
to bring an encore. 

Vernon closing, comes on with the 
usual line of film patter, then goes 
into a pantomine dance. At this 
juncture he brings on an elderly 


man, whom he introduces as his 
father, and who is_ surprisingly 
agile. Between them they go 


| 


through a bit of ‘remember-when-I- | 


was-a-kid’ biz. Vernon finishes up | Contrast in ability is very sharp. The shabby. 


his act with a takeoff on a stripeuse, 
which is okay. 

On night caught (Saturday) the 
S.R.O. signs were out. Shal. 


WINDSOR, BRONX 


Sammy Kaye orch with Tommy 
Ryan, Charlie Wilson, Jimmy Brown, 
Clyde Burke; Cass Daley, Spencer & 
Foreman, Bob DuPont; ‘Gracie Allen 
Murder Case’ (Par). 


| 


| 


Windsor follows the Flatbush and | 


Audubon in picking up the Brandt 
circuit’s rotating combo policy in 
. Y. Audubon, in upper Man- 
hattan, and the Windsor, east Bronx, 


night. The Flatbush opened the 
previous week and the Carleton, in 
Jamaica, Queens, last of the. four 
house circuit, gets going tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


It’s been 10 years or so since the 
Windsor housed flesh and quite 
some time since any of its nearby 
opposition, Keith’s Fordham, Loew’s 
Paradise, Skouras’ Valentine, and a 
second-run, 
shown any. Result is this section is 


| 


|opened concurrently Thursday (21) | 


the Grand, has, 


apparently starved for flesh, being, 


particularly so at this catching, last 


East act went over smash. 


The Windsor seats around 1,600. 
Scale is 25-40c. week-days and 55c. 


| show opening night, Thursday (21). 


into his introductions. Winchell gets | top weekends, with an extra 10c. tap) 


more than his share of mention by | 
Bernie, as usual. Band itself is given | 
only two chances, on ‘Pagan Love 
Song’ for opening and in the closing 
swing tune, in which drummer 
Johnny Blowers goes out of this 
world. 

Added acts are Four Collegians. 


for loges existing at all times. Thus, 
|the house has to run at virtual 


capacity to clear a worthwhile profit. 
According to the management, house 
can reach $12,000-$14,000 weekly 
plaving four shows a day during the 
week, five or six on weekends. The- 
atre has an estimated potential draw 


| 


and Terry Howard with Jack Talley. | of 1,500,000 from the Bronx, and an-| 


Last named get longest time on stage, , 
with the diminutive Miss Howard | 
scoring well in the laugh department 
in her impersonation of a little girl. 
Talley straights okay for her childish 
prattle. Four Collegians, three men | 
tumbling. Donald Saxon, band’s 
baritone, does ‘Stairway to Stars’ 
and joins the band later to croon 
‘Lamp is Low’ and ‘Over Rainbow,’ 


while band goes sweet on one chorus 


of ‘Oh You Crazy Moon.’ 

Bailey Sisters, also members of 
the band’s vocal department, go 
swingy on ‘Jumpin’ Jive’ and ‘Go 
Fly a Kite,” Manny Prager, a Bernie 
standby, scores well with those who 
remember the novelty tunes which 
the band used to feature, as he 


other 1,000,000 from Westchester 
county, which is beyond the N. Y. 


limits. 


At the Times Square of the Bronx, 
Fordham and Kingsbridge roads, the 


several on tap checking the first 
night. House was capacity for the 


last show, with standees upstairs Tommy Trent, Lorraine & Rognan, Some appropriate dialog with part-_ 


and down. 


With the exception of Cass Daley, ! formatory’ (Mono). 
Intact from its | 
starting week at the Flatbush. Miss 


the show here is 


Daley was held over at the Para- 


i ; enn | theatre seemingly has the opposition | 
and a girl, lend variety with nice| plenty worried, with managers of | 


mount, N. Y., an extra week, which : 


kept her from starting with the unit 
Royce and 
filled her spot. 


Brooklyn. Lynn, 
Vanya, now out, 


Miss Daley clicked mightly with this 


: | Trent's bit is strictly the old-fash- 
is a cross between a toe-tapper and joned Punch and Judy, even to the 
an acrobat. 

Miss Wilson, working with the co- 
author of her act, Bob Oakley, trots | cores with a marionette Sonja Henie 
out one of the most eloquent chassis | 
seen on the State’s stage in years, rate 
— a pee so voluble Dumb Dora act. : 

t's a heavy 10-minute stage wait. stage, wide and dee It isn’ se 
5 s q p. It isn’t used 

She's spotted in the centre of the to best advantage, however, in the 
bill, following Miss McCabe, and the dressing, drops appearing — rather 
nitery singer, who's no eyesore her-' would also help, but this will no 
self, emerges as an operatic soprano doubt come in time. Meantime, it’s 
with the swing idiom for socko re- | a bargain at the scale, even with the 
sults. She has the looks and de-' minor-grade supporting film. Herb. 


livery and this infrequent stage date | 
TOWER, K. C. 


appears likely to be a springboard 
to better things. The Shuberts are 
dickering for her to go into the cur- 
elivery of ‘South American Way,’ , 
from that show, alone indicates ad Kansas City, Sept. 23. 
ability to fit in that production. | Jerry Coe & Moaari Ann, Ray Con- 
Armetta is spotted next-to-closing, lin, Christy & Gould; Don Harris, 
working with an unbilled femme in, Novaline Payne, House line, Jack 
a sketch that is enhanced only by , Wendover’s orch, ‘Mutiny on the 
Armetta’s Italian dialect. He works | Blackhawk’ (U). 
~ comedy into humorless | 
ines, but it’s really. his screen rep. 
that gets him a swell reception. Both | Titled ‘Flying High,’ in honor of 
he and Miss Wilson clearly demon- City’s dedication of 
strate the value of retakes. |terminal this week, Tower 
Rine’s orch is sectioned in four | Tates as a nice package. Glamour 
reed, five brass and four rhythm, and | Gals (house line) 
proves a topflight purveyor of music, bill with an atmospheric number in 
extremely well-paced by the leader, aviator costumes. 
Rines also brings a refreshing note Maari Ann are in two spots. 
as the show’s m.c. He's not giving Coe lets go on the squeezebox with 
the acts strong buildups, nicely | a trio of numbers, last to the nimble 
leaving it up to the audience to) terping of his blond partner. Later, 
judge whether it’s ‘the greatest act he does a tambourine specialty and 
of its type,’ etc, the average m.c.’s, travesties the jitterbugs with Maari 
blah. 'Ann. Work rates as one of better 
Orch is strong vocally, with Arden, | acts seen here recently. 
tenor, standing out via ‘Over the| M.c. Don Harris gets his innins 
Rainbow’ and ‘Donkey Serenade.’| with one from the album, ‘Hands 
Rines himself does a novelty singing | Across the Table,’ and leads the line 
job on ‘Comes Love, working it as|in a hoops number to ‘Stairway to 
a ventriloquial Surprise with an-| Stars.’ Line consistently furnishes 
other musician. Nice showmanship! a novelty number with each week's 
is also exercised in the band’s imi- | production and this one works in 
— ee other names, Arden | neatly, too. 
eing spotted at a radio | 
posedly tuning in the Rare Gone Voice-throwing is offered by Ray 
Kemp, Tommy Dorsey and Kay | Conlin with ‘Sparks,’ his dummy. 
Kyser orchs | Chatters while smoking and shows 
7 +: {more ability in maneuvering the 
| dummy than in getting off the ma- 
|terial. Enlists Coe as an animated 
'dummy for laughing finish. 


with Armetta. Novaline Payne to 

Show runs off in 56 minutes 'torching of ‘There'll e Some 
slowly. Biz at last show Prides Changes Made,’ well received. Sec- 
night (22) was quite good. Scho, | ond stanza by Coe and Maari Ann, 


inserted here, is well paced, 
‘AUDUBON, N. Y. 


Floyd Christy and Hal Gould offer 


It pairs Miss Wilson 


a comedy knockabout that’s an in- 
frequent type of act here. Harris 
, works in the opening patter with 

Jimmy Dorsey orch with Si Baker,| Christy, and gives way to Gould, 
Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberle: , does slapstick acrobatics and has 


Harvest Moon Dancers; ‘Boys Re- ner, straighting for latter. 


introduced to give flash closing, first 
time used and efiective. Quin. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


This house is in the second grou 
to open with vaude in the Brandts’ 
new Metropolitan, N. Y., vaude route. 
Windsor, in the Bronx, unveiled | 
flesh for the first time the same eve- 
ning (21), while the Flatbush made | 
its debut the-week previous and the 


voice, the devil, the crocodile and, 
the skull-cracking with a stick. En-. 


skimming on- ice skates that’s first! 


House has an exceptionally large. 


new airport, 
show | 


start 50-minute | 


Jerry Coe and, 
First, 


Line opens finale stanza _ in mod- | 
ernistic number and entire bill is re-, 


works several of them up in medley 


form, including ‘King’s Horses,’ 
‘Puppchen,’ ‘Last of the Volga 
Boatmen’ ‘Pink Elephants,’ ‘Hi’ya 


Duchess’ and the ‘Ragtime Cowboy 
Joe’ encore. 

Show runs 54 minutes, and while 
not elaborate in either stage settings 
or musical offerings, Bernie’s antics 
and gags keep it moving well. 

Biz was heavy at third show Fri- 
day (22), with upper and lower 
floors filled. Kiley. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
Wally Vernon, Cliff Nazzaro, Mar- 
jorie Gainsworth, Sunny Rice, Mal 
Hallett’s orch (12), Jerry Perkins, 
Madeline Gray, Buddy Welcome, Joe 
Cargonaro; ‘Star Maker’ (Par). 


The Earle management duplicates 
its mistake of last week by going 
overboard on the stage bill. Too 
much talent clutters up the boards, 
literally getting into each other's 
way and stymieing Mal Hallett’s 


erew, which can’t do itself justice 


because of lack of time. The show is 
longer than usual (60 minutes), Cliff 
Nazzaro and Wally Vernon on the 
same bill is also a mistake. Their 
acts overlap. 

Show begins with Hallett’s swing- 


sters on stage playing a mumbo-, 
jumbo medley of fast numbers. This day (15) last week and held to a six- 


is followed by a novelty rendition 
of ‘Three Little Fishes’ with clown- 
ing by the members of the band, 


‘voice from wall to wall However, 


audience opening night. They didn’t Carlton, in Jamaica, is set for the 
want to let her off, forcing her into SUN this week (28). | 
several encores. P.a. system for her Circuit gives the acts and bands 
turn could have been better handled; four weeks, starting at the Flatbush 
it was set so high it blasted her 2nd rotating to the Windsor, Audu- 
bon and Carlton in that order. Cur- 
this was an opening night evil that rent Audubon show is the only one 
could be easily remedied. House that will play but two weeks. It has 
had some difficulty preeming, initial the Harvest Moon winners as an 
matinée show failing to get started added attraction, spreading the bill 
until 3:40 though it was scheduled: Out to about 90 minutes. Ed Sulli- 
| for noon. | van, who appeared with the terpers 

This unit was reviewed last week | at Loew's State, was on hand to 


|at the Flatbush, but special mention | intro them on the tee-off night 
| should be made of the stage layout | (Thursday). Opening layout is a 
| here for Kaye & Co., set up by Leo highly commendable presentation 


|Morgan. Lighting and setting are |for a nabe vaudfilmer and clcked 
| excellent, enhancing the clean-cut ; Neatly with the large-size opening 
appearance of the Kaye orchestra | night crowd. House seats 2,400, 
with its white bandstands. Only | with a 40c. top weekdays and 55c. | 
jarring note at this catching was the | on Saturdays. | 
occasionally poor aim of the guy Tune-tooting of Jimmy Dorsey's 
behind the spot. crew, however, is not so commend- 
| From start to finish, the band,' able. It seems to have substituted a’ 
{Foreman and Spencer, exhuberant tinny brassiness for the fine work it 
tap team; Bob Dupont, juggler, and was turning in some months ago. | 
Miss Daley, are clicks. They were The four rhythm, four saxes and six 
held at the starting line when, brass are producing far too much) 
caught by a dedicatory speech by! cacophony in the name of swing and | 
Bronx Borough President Lyons. |it is frequently not listenable enough | 

When the Brandts tested combo! for a stage date. Dorsey m.c.’s and) 
shows last year at the Flatbush, | virtuosos on the clarinet and sax. | 
Friday openings were in order. This! Vocalists with the outfit are Bob | 
_year, the four houses begin their Eberle and Helen O’Connell. 
;new week on Thursda 
| operators discovered that night de- 
veloped the poorest biz and Friday 
night was good any way. The Flat- 
bush opening show unveiled on Fri- 


crooning of such ballads as ‘To You,’ 
‘Over the Rainbow’ and ‘So Many 
Times.’ Dorsey’s intro of him as a 
‘romantic baritone’ might well be 
| eliminated, however. Gives him too 
day week to enable shift to a Thurs-| much to live up to. 

| day opening. That was because of a; Miss O'Connell is a_ blue-eyed 
| Jewish holiday. blonde looker. She has a certain quiet 


because the | Eberle’s a standby and tops in his | 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 
Muggsy Spanier orch (8), Fats 
Waller orch (6), Four 
Gloria Faye, Danny & Eddy, Jack 
Irving; ‘Frontier Marshal (20th). 


Whether swing here is the box- 
office power that it was two years 
ago grows increasingly doubttul, ac- 
cording to the limited trade in the 
house currently with a ‘battle of 
swing’ between two bands. Both are 


just up out of the Hotel Sherman’s | 


College Inn and Panther Room. 
Muggsy Spanier’s orchestra is a 
white group and goes in for novelty 
stuff, while the better known Fats 
Waller aggregation sticks to straight 
swingeroo. Both bands parade a 
series of standard numbers and pass 
up most of the current pops. Each, 
too, ignores melody in the main and 
concentrates on the blasting which 
has become synonymous with swing. 
Jack Irving m.c.s capably. He in- 


_troduces the two dancing acts and 
the single femme vocalist who com- | 


prise the non-band portions of the 
show. 
Four Warners score with their 


family dancing turn, the young fel- 


low landing solidly with his fine 
acrobatic work. Woman garners a 
number of laughs with hoke and 
slapstick stuff. Danny and Eddy, 
colored hoofers, groove home with a 
whacking whirlwind routine that in- 
cludes rope-skipping and rollerskate 
hoofing. Gloria Faye warbles a 
couple of pops satisfactorily. 
Business lukewarm at the third 
show Saturday (23). Gold. 


Wurners, | 


Miller at the Par and Artie Shaw at 
the Strand. Both are in the groove 
with the youngsters, Shaw possibly 
having the edge in that he’s at his 
peak, whereas Miller is still coming 
along. 

It was in anticipation of Miller’s 
ultimate arrival that Nat Kalcheim 
and Bob Weitman pre-booked him, 
the Par being a pacemaker in trying 
to keep the stage nut down ever 
since the competitive Broadway situ- 
ation tended to create a somewhat 
inflationary standard for the rostrum 
fare. 

Miller is a disciple of Tommy Dor- 
sey and suggests that maestro in sev- 
eral ways, more notably because of 
their bespectacled appearances and 
| mutual trombone virtuosity. 

Miller’s rep is predicated on solid 
swing rather than exaggerated jive. 
Not that he doesn’t run the gamut of 
| jump stuff; in fact he’s a bit too 
much so for straight audible values 
at times. The maestro is also known 
for his skill as an orchestral ar- 
ranger as well as a leader, and his 
| stuff is plenty in the groove along 
| these lines. But from his opening 
swingo, on the heels of ‘Moonlight 
Serenade’ (original theme), through 
‘Little Brown Jug,’ Count Basie’s 
‘One O'Clock Jump,‘ ‘Londenderry 
Air,’ ‘In the Groove’ (announced as 
latest waxing) and the closing 
rhythmic number, most of it is in 
the solid swing idiom. 

True, Rav Eberle breaks it up vo- 
,cally, but at the show caught he 
didn’t boff 'em as usual with his 
‘Stairway to the Stars’ and ‘To You,’ 
seeming in off-voice, due, possibly, 
more to vocal strain than a cold. 

Highlight of the band’s compo- 
nents is the blonde coiffured Marion 
' Hutton, jitterbug sister of the equally 
| jittery Betty Hutton, who’s with Vin- 
,cent Lopez. She sends with ‘Jim 
Jam Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘F. D. R. Jones’ 
and ‘Hold Tight.’ Her overly loose 
looks almost like a negligee, 
and that department could be im- 
proved. Miss Hutton bespeaks solo 
opportunities as a comedienne on 
stage or floor. 

Real clicks of the current show are 
the 4 Ink Spots, actually a colored 
male quintet counting their own ac- 
companist. Skyrocketing to big 
league proportions On the strength of 
their Decca disking of ‘If I Didn't 
Care,’ they parallel several other re- 
cent phenomena of the waxes, where 
some unusual recording has done 
much to impress the artist on the 
public consciousness. 

The Ink Spots have been around 
for some seasons, but are now first 
hitting their peak. In white tie and 
tails, they don’t permit the chi-chi 
accoutrements to impair their basic 
lowdown comedy and hokum inci- 
dental to their vocalizing. They can 
do top-tenor harmonics like ‘Didn't 
Care’ and ‘Who,’ in addition to wax- 
ing humorous with ‘Jeepers’ and 
‘Feet’s Too Big.’ latter an original 
novelty which should do well on the 
| disks if they make it. The tallest is 
the top tenor but also a mean leg- 
mania giver-outer. Working with 
the short chap, their peckin’ is good 
stage by-play. 

They work around a mike but 
|aren't glued to it, as they can regis- 
ter well circulating around the stage. 
The string instrumentation is a short 
bass viol and a guitar by the other 
two chaps, besides the piano accomp. 
Ink Spots click best, curbed only by 
Miller’s solid jive finale, wherein the 
drummer gives out with a specialty. 

Miller has an impressive aggrefa- 
tion on its basic musicianship. How- 
ever, he might embellish the show- 
manship a shade with some perkier 
| routining, also he should smooth out 
the gang’s presentation. Team num- 
bers 17, comprising eight brasses, 1n- 
cluding the maestro, five reeds, and 
a rhythm section of four—piano, 
drums, string bass and guitar. The 
reeds shine in ‘Sunrise Serenade’ and 
the brasses essay a little showman- 
ship with a sequence of phosphor- 
escent white mutes on the trumpets 
and trombones, but the stage picture 
isn’t all it should be, in that the 
| usage of the mutes is irregular. 

Lighting effect attempted with 
‘Londonderry Air’ for the alternate 
brass and reed sections is merely 4 
| baby spotlighting of each group, and 
a solo spot on Miller for his contri- 
| bution. 

Bill is rounded out by two shag 
teams. announced as from the Har- 
| vest Moon Ball. They're The New- 
'tons and Tiny Ann and Tony Small. 
| Ann is Amazonian and Tony. like his 
name, smallish. Don Baker’s organ- 
inclules a slide plug for an 
| inal number. 

On screen, ‘Honeymoon in Bali 
(Par), apparently potent on_ the 
draw. Biz solid Thursday “er. ' 

el. 


Davey Tough, last with Bud Free- 
man’s Summa Cum Laude band. 
joined Jackson Teagarden’s outfit at 
| Meadowbrook last week. Teagar- 
den’s younger brother held the 
drummer spot till then and stays 
with the band as relief. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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STRAND, N.Y. ang sticks heavily. attired in|  Supercinema, Rome stor, why, the, house should uit! FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 
: i self on a tin guitar, the former spir- Heading the show opening Friday 

: itual singer does her stuff after some (22) was Roy Gobey, radio baritone, Andrews Sisters (3), Milt Brite 


Artie Shaw Orch, The Reilleys 
8, (4), Dick, Don and Dinah; ‘Espion- | 


ots, age Agent?’ (WB), reviewed in 
3ali® Variety this issue. 
, Artie Shaw, one of the authentic | 
this artists in this bounce band thing, | 
enn raises his clarinet in a steaming | 
v at hot salute to the altar of wah-wah. | 
ove Thereby, he promises a lot of busi- 
ibly ness for the Strand. Seen Friday 
his ; night (22), he managed to- over- 
ung come the undoubted handicap of the 
i Jewish holiday, Yum Kippur, to fill 
er’s the house. The standees were ex- 
eim pected from Saturday onward, 
1im, Shaw works hard and so do his 
‘ing boys. The drummer, Buddy Rich, is 
ver especially prominent with a_sus-| 
itu- tained rhythm of infinite variation 
hat and eclat that makes the percussion 
‘um department the spinal column of the 
| band’s nervous” system. ‘Donkey 
or- Serenade’ is a gem of_ sheer 
eV - orchestral abandon and a half dozen! 
of other prolonged musical marathons 
and show even those who might be luke- | 
warm to swingeroo that there is’ 
olid something extra special in its line. 
ive. The crazy singing of saxophonist 
t of Tony Pastor combined with a this- 
too j is-fun sort of attitude on his part is 
ues f an individual standout in solo. For 
wn the most part the members attract 
ar- attention not by any single spot- 
his lighting but on contributions to 
ong teamwork. The _ brasses are, of 
‘ing course, the bulwark of the organiza- 
geht tion, but intermittently there is oc- 
ugh casion to take note of the dynamics 
ie’s of the guitar-whammer, the string 
rry bass slapper and the attajoy piano. 
as Shaw relies on his music and his 
‘ing labors. Without pushing the per- 
in sonality equation, his modest man- 
ner is on the whole very pleasant 
vo- and he makes a neat appearance. 
he His announcements are fairly good 
his and his diction clear. No stunts, no 
ou’ comedy, no trick dressing or other 
aly devices, the formula followed is one 
° of giving forth lots and hot. Helen 
po- Forrest, singer, is acceptable, but no 
fon showarrester. 
lly Ray Mayer and Edith Evans were 
ine billed, but failed to appear at this 
fi show. The four dancing Reilley 
= kids and a trio bearing the vague 
— name of Dick, Don and Dinah con- 
= stitute the vaude portion. Both 
inte turns helped the show. The Reilleys, 
with eccentric hoofing and speed, 
registered without trouble. The) 
on other act piled up _ laughs on | 
knockabout acrobatics. Dick, Don| 
seach | and Dinah date from 1936 and were 
red good when they started, according to 
“- the Variety files. By now their 
big routine is letter-perfect, their vari- 
1 of ous excellent evolutions, from hoof- 
in't ing to prattfalls to adagio being ex- 
Fe- amples of imagination and perspira- 
ere tion. Neatly dressed and big timey 
one throughout, the turn can play the 
the i world, passports permitting. Land. 
md 
nd STATE, HARTFORD 
chi 
= : Hartford, Sept. 25. 
cle : Cab Calloway orch, with Sister 
can Tharpe, Tap & Toe, Cab Jivers (4), 
in't Cozy Cole, Jumpin’ Jive Line (6), 
ag Tanya, Sam Kaplan house orch; ‘SOS 
= Tidal Wave’ (Rep). 
the The State this sesh is the first stop 
t is for Cab Calloway’s Cotton Club 
ee- (N. Y.) orch on a 12-week theatre | 
ith tour, including four weeks on the| 
0d N. Y. Brandt circuit. It’s a fast mov- 
ing, well paced colored show and is 
but one of the best all-around produc- 
2iS@ tions put across the boards of the 
pe State in some time. 
ort Program is split into two. First 
her half is devoted to the band dishing 
np. out popular jive faves. Second sec- | 
by tion is the Cotton Club Revue, prac- 
the tically intact except that Bill Rob- 
Ity. inson and a line of girls are missing. 
pas j Robinson is pre-occupied with ‘Hot 
w= Mikado,’ at the N. Y. Fair, which is 
w- skedded to tour shortly. 
ier Following an overture by Sam 
out Kaplan’s pit band. a house unit, the 
im- Calloway aggregation emerges from 
in- behind closed curtains. Stickweaver 
and fronts band throughout the first half, 
no b canarying every other tune, an-| 
The nouncing the numbers and generally | 
wnd ingratiating himself with the payees. | 
an- Maestro features his recent record- | 
or- ing, ‘Ut Za Zoy.’ Arrangements Of | 
vets *Avalon’ and ‘Dark Eyes’ are superb. | 
ure *Ut Za Zoy,’ ‘Moon Love’ and ‘Jump- | 
the in’ Jive’ to excellent returns. In this | 
half, Cozy Cole, drummer, beats 
rith away at the skins for a frenzied 
ate ‘Ratamajah.’ Registers with the jive- | 
ya nutty youngsters as well as the ail 
and sters, 
tri- Second half gets underway with 
the Cab Jivers (4) swinging out. 
hag Boys, all from the band, are in the 
lar groove with ‘After You've Gone. 
eats 4 Unit consists of a sax, drums, guitar 
‘all and bull fiddle. 
his Next follows Tap and Toe, tappers. 
one Boys ring the gong atop a platform. 
+e : Indulge in lightning fast stuff and 
6 conclude with challenge work and 
ali? have to resort to a beg-off speech. | 


Had formerly been Tip, Tap and 
Toe, but one of the boys stepped out 
1 on his own. 

: Set in a Chinese opium den, a 
skit, ‘The Ghost of Smokey Joe,’ is 
next, with Calloway in character of 
Joe. Nicely executed. Tanya, in- 
terpretive dancer, is also spotted 
at here, as the cirl who haunts Joe. 


are 3 Shapely and a looker, she wins the 
the hand patter with her contortions and 
avs dancing. 
j Sister Tharpe canaries four num- 


' shows being run off. Estimated gross 


crossfire patter with Calloway. Spot- 
ted twice is the Jumpin’ Jive Line, 
three boys and three gals. Their 
terping is nicely done. 

Biz Sunday (24) strongest for that 
day in the history of the house, five 


of about $5,000 shattered by more 


than $600 record previously held by 
Kay Kyser. Eck. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


Rome, Sept. 15. 


Dare & Sorelle Grey, Pablo, Short 
& Long, Nati Morales with Angelo 


who clicks with this mob, par- 
(ticularly with the announcement 
| that this was his old neighborhood. | 


ton’s orch with Tommy Rafferty 
Rosalind Gordon, Five Elgins; 
Was a Convict’ (Rep). 


| Ferrara, Allesandro Derewitsky 
| Orch, 


‘Rogers and Lewis are corny Italian 
| comedy dialectitians who get a fair 


'response, though their gags have 

Pablo plus long since beccme familiar. 
Packard and Dodge, billed as ‘two 
men from the garage,’ are dressed 
that way. They get music out of 


Two American acts, 
Short and Long, bolster this Super- | 
cinema offering to make it one of, 
the best short vaude shows seen 

age : odd contraptions, including a tire 
locally in some time, pump, a rubber glove, etc. It’s. 

Opener, Dare and Sorelle Grey, | strictly amateur night stuff, though | 
when caught, was | 


This is only a four-act bill, but 
with sufficient elasticity to stretch to 
64 minutes without lagging either in 
entertainment or audience apprecia- 
tion. Latter, in fact, is the outstand- 
ing feature of this Brandt theatre’s 
vaude revival. Either the customers 
here are starved for live talent or 
they’re pushovers, or both. To them 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 
Jack Malerich’s orch (18), Joe 
Griffin, Lew Brock, Patricia Wynn, 
Dancers (12) ‘house line), Johnny | 
Sanna, Pat Henning & Betty Raye, 
Dot & Dick Remy, Bob Hall; ‘Irish | 
Luck* (Mono). 


Suggesting a leaf from the Olsen- 
Johnson book, including some of the 
‘Helzapoppin’ insanity ideas, Man- 
aging Director Gordon Greene calls 
the current offering ‘Crazy Week.’ 
The show leans heavily toward danc- 
ing and acrobatics, but packs suf- 
ficient nuttiness on and off the stage 
to qualify its title. They use the 
business of the usher shooting the 
crying baby in the audience, etc., 
and it all adds up to effective 
hilarity. 

As usual, the standard house turns 
—Jack Malerich’s 18-piece orchestra, 
Malerich at the organ; Joe Griffin, 
vocalist; Lew Brock, m.c., and the 
12-girl line—uphold their end of the 
entertainment in the usual satisfac- 
tory manner. And, in its entirety, 
it’s lots of show again for a small 
admission. 

Malerich conducts the orchestra 
on the elevated pit through a flashy 
medley, which includes a swing ar- 
rangement of ‘Narcissus,’ snatches 
of ‘Parade of the Wooden Solider’ 
and ‘18th Century Drawing Room,’ 
winding up with Griffin tenoring 
‘Wines of France.’ ; 

For his organ specialty, Malerich 
wears an assortment of hats and 
plays selections associated with them. 
Brook introduces the acts and par- 
ticipates in the clowning. The Wynn 
girls, in clown attire, start the show 
proper with a fast acro routine. 

Johnny Sanna, in an idotic getup, 
cuts dance didoes, his handsprings, 
whirls, spins and taps registering 
solidly. Pat Henning, assisted by 
blonde Betty Raye, fans more laugh- 
ter with his eccentric dancing, acro- 
batics and all-around nonsense. Miss 
Raye also is a skillful terper. 

After the orchestra scores with a 
comedy rendition of ‘My Mother | 
Told Me,’ several musicians taking | 
a hand at the funmaking, the beefy 
Dot Remy and her brother, Dick, go | 
over big with their comedy dancing, | 
acrobatics and rollerskating. Con- 
sidering her tremendous heft, Miss 
Remy is amazing in her ability to 
perform splits, acros on rollerskates 
and handsprings. 

Improvising rhymes about the cus- 
tomers and composing songs to order, 
Bob Hall is smash though it’s 
familiar stuff. 

For a finisher, the Wynn dancers 
are on again in abbreviated, color- 


ful costumes for a speedy routine. | 


They escort the other acts on for a 
final bow. 

Lower floor almost entirely filled 
and balcony partly populated at first 
Saturday night (23) show. Rees. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Jack Fulton, Sid Page & Co., Four 
LaVernes, Sanderson & Nanon, Flor- 
ence Hin Low, Frank Madden, House 
line (20), Verne Buck house orches- 


tra; ‘Behind Prison Gates’ (Col) and 


‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ (Col), dual. 


House built this unit, with its line 


augmented to 20. Girls turn in good | 
routines, especially in the opening | 


Apache scene with a can-can item. 
Serve as excellent mood-setting for 
the initial act, the LaVernes, in 
knockabout Apache and adagio 
which score solidly. Foursome are 
hard-working and turn in some 
really crack adagio stunts. 

Line is back later for two other 


numbers, a picture item in the center | 


and a military flag-waver closing, in 
keeping with the American Legion 
convention here. 

Sid Page m.c.s and settles down 
next-to-close with his own stooge 
turn. Has added a couple of new 
bits and gags, all effective variety, 
with the femme _ stooges proving 
clever both as comics and as dance 
specialists. 

Standard also is Florence Hin Low 
with her excellent contortions. San- 
derson and Nanon make good with 
theiz musical clowning and nonsense, 
topped by Sanderson’s playing three 
clarinets simultaneously. 

From radio comes Jack Fulton to 
score niftily with his smart vocal 
turn. Coast-to-coast ether buildup, 
good appearance, fine pipes and a 
smart choice of numbers make Ful- 
ton surefire any time, any place. 


With some Irish tunes and pops, he . 


whammed home when caught and 
had to beg off. 

From the weekly amateur show fs 
Frank Madden, an oldster, who does 


all -right with his novelty bone- | 


playing. 
Business okay last show Satur- 
day (23). Gold. 


are doing the rounds in Rome and | this audience, 


was recently viewed elsewhere. The 
one man, two-femme dancing combo 
shows a little more polish and better 
precision than when previously 
caught, but the man is still ragged 
on the femme: catches, especially 
with one who is slightly too heavy 
for this kind of work. They open 
with a song which is weak, and fol- 
low with good precision tapping. 
Waltz next is fair, but closer, man 
twirling two women, shows too much 
strain to be effective. 

Pablo puts over his mystics with 
showmanship. From beginner, 
making his cane disappear, to the 
closer, pulling lighted cigarets out of 
the air, he has the audience with 
him. Some good card palming and 
tearing up paper, then unfolding it 
showing it untorn, completes his 
repertoire. 

Crazy antics and some deadpan 
dancing catch Short and Long one of 
the best hands of the night. Long’s 
realistic pantomine sewing up of his 
hand pulls plenty as does Short’s 
imitations of a chimp. 

Spaced in two appearances, with 
guitarist Angelo Ferrera holding the 
stage with some fair fingering in the 
interval, Nati Morales has both good 
showmanship and artistry. First de- 
pends more on personality—and the 
gal posesses a good amount of that— 
for the sell. with some lively steps to 
castanets also going over. 

Allesandro Derewitsky’s pit or- 
chestra offers a medley of tunes as 
an overture. Hugo. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 24. 
Lew Parker, Clare & Sanna Sis- 
ters (3). Nick Long, Jr.; Helene Faye, 
Cappy Barra Ensemble (7); ‘Golden | 
Boy’ (Col). 


_favorably responsive to their efforts. 

The 6 Girl Wonders were five in 
| their opening dance turn, with the 
entire cast present later for a second 
offering. Specializing in high kicks 
and posing, theirs is an ineffectual 
routine. Patsy Shaw is a scat singer, 
rather plumpish, which a black, re- 
vealing velvet gown enhances con- 
siderably. She’s too much in the 
same swingo vein, all four of her 
songs being in a like idiom, a factor 
that made her turn somewhat un- 
intelligible to a considerable part of 
this audience, constituting, at Satur- 
day night’s last show, an older, con- 
servative group. 

Bee-Hive and Honey are two men 
and a gal who start hoofing legit and 
then drop into hoke stuff whose main 
redeeming feature is in the trio’s 
hard work. McDonald and Ross are 
a mixed hoofing team that goes over. 
Harold Goldman, unbilled, handles 
the offstage introes. Son of Moe 
Goldman, who operates the house 
with Jack Rovinger, he handled same 
chore last week onstage. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Claude Hopkins orch (15), with 
Orlando Robeson, Beverly White; 
Pete & Peaches, Edward Sisters, 
Five Hep Cats, Eudie Edwards, Bing 
Williams Johnny Mason, Sandy 
Burns, Johnny Vigal. Vivian Harris; 
‘Inside Information’ (U). 


Show is entirely too long here this 
week, running up to approximately 
100 mins. Most of the overboard 
time is handed over to Claude Hop- 


kins band, where it doesn’t belong. 
From the start, though, with Hop- 
kins in the pit, through the various 


every act is the nuts and worth two 
| or three encores. 


Opening night (Thursday) the mob 

was plenty voluble. It whistled, 
clapped and talked and shouted to 
the actors. For instance, it forced 
the Andrews Sisters (3) into a sec- 
ond and very reluctant encore—and 
made ’em sing the song it wanted, 
‘Hold Tight.’ 


With the inclusion of the Milt Brit- 
ton band—even though it’s not up toa 
its former zany calibre with Walter 
Powell missing—this show is _ in- 
sured for a pretty good measure of 
laughs. Band is a quieter nightmare 
now, with much more stress on 
straight musical arrangements, but 
there’s a sufficient amount of rough- 
house hokum for comedy require- 
ments. With Powell out, Tommy 
Rafferty, excellent eccentric dancer, 
is now the act’s comedy mainstay. 
He’s handing out and taking most of 
the mayhem. 


For the marquee draw as well as 
a stage sock, the Andrews femmes 
also are what the doctor ordered. 
They’re not getting the best musical 
support from the Britton band, which 
isn’t exactly geared for much more 
than comedy, but, nevertheless, 
wham over their swing harmonizing 
in the next-to-closing frame. ‘Jim, 
Jam, Jumpin’ Jive,’ ‘Bezin the Be- 
guine’ and ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ are 
their first three songs, but then 
‘Well, All Right’ was forced on them 
at this catching. One of the girls 
then tried to quiet the audience with 
a long speech, even pleading a sore 
throat, but after about three minutes 
of applause, whistling and _ yells, 
thev had to come back for ‘Hold 
Tight.’ 

Other two acts in the show would 
usually be strictly fillers, but here 
they are smashes. Opener comprises 
the Five Elgins, whose hat and In- 
dian club juggling has been around a 
long time, as have been the two 


turns to the band’s shift to the stage, 
this colored show is very satis- 


Nice layout here this week, with 
Lew Parker, assisted by his stooges, 
weaving in and out of the show to 
good effect. Adroit selection of stand- | 
ards combine to make for highly en- | 
tertaining bill. 

Fast opening by Clare and Sanna 


ploying fast spins and flashy lifts, is | 
in the groove, after which Parker | 
brings on Nick Long, Jr., for brace 
| of tap routines that are smoothly sold |! 
| and executed. Impressions of Buddy 


factory. From that point, it starts} 
to drag, finally slowing to a walk. 
Hopkins is in here with an ex- 
tremely mediocre outfit. Occasion- 
ally, the band seems to function as 
it should, namely, when the leader 


femmes’ extremely unattractive 
gowns. Latter should get immediate 
attention. It’s the only bad feature 


of an otherwise well-done novelty. 
Deucer is Rosalind Gordon (New 
Acts), a fair hoofer attractively 
dressed. 


takes breaks at his keyboard. Pocr 
impression can be attrbuted mostly | 


| Sisters, solid rollerskating act em- | to offensively loud brass. 


Date marks the return of Orlando | 
Robeson to Hopkins’ crew. Vocals | 
of Robeson were once heavily fa- 


| vored in Harlem. Audience gave him 


an excellent reception this catching | 


_Ebsen and Eleanor Powell, ee | (last show opening night, Friday) 


by more swift hoofery, are solid- 
’ and he responded with five numbers. 
| earning well-earned bends. ; | He seems to have trouble with high 
Smart change of pace next with notes and puts to much emphasis on | 
| Helene Faye and her violin contrib-| each word. Beverly White is well | 
uting a pleasing interlude of legit) liked; she has an ingratating style! 


| fiddling in which she does ‘Gypsy|and nice range, doing three 
| Airs,’ ‘Serenade,’ ‘Hungarian Fan- | numbers, two ballads and ‘Dear, 
tasy’ and ‘Moon Love.’ Nice ap-} What Can the Matter Be.’ 


pearing youngster makes strong au- 
dience impression. well paced and neatly dressed. High- 

Stepping into a_ made-to-order | light is the hoofing of Pete Nugent, 
spot, Parker takes hold here with | who has returned coupled to 
his deadpan stooge who gives out’ Peaches, formerly of Pete, Peaches | 
with impressions of Richman and and Duke, team having been split} 
Arliss and assists in a phoney sketch, | for awhile after the death of Duke. | 
constantly heckled by an added He recently played here as a single. | 


Rest of the show is worthy, fairly 


brace of stooges in the boxes.|His lightfooted, excellently} 
Laughter is plentiful and the Ma-'rhythmed taps can be taken in, 
terial utilized has been kept up to | double doses without palling. He 


scratch to good effect. works once with Peaches in a close, 
The Cappy Barra harmonica en-| unison routine, set into a timely | 
semble close the setup and mop up|! naval setting using the line and six | 
cleanly. After opening vocal, boys |chorus boys outfitted as seamen and | 
sell series of mouthorgan selections | officers, respectively. Chorus boys 
to the hilt. ‘Flight of Bumble Bee’| shouldn’t try unison stuff behind |! 
'and ‘Have a Heart’ follow to strong | him without more rehearsal. Nugent 
response, after which Parker and!breaks into the band’s turn later 
one of his stooges join for a session | with a single, well-routined and ex- | 
of funny clowning that earns a beg-| ecuted, that stamps him as being 
| off and an encore of ‘Tiger Rag.’ Ap- | topflight. 
plause continued through Parker’s The Edward Sisters are holdovers 
| closing sendoff on show caught when | from Jast week and have a changed 
biz was entirely okay. Burm. routine. They're now doing a 
unison and challenge bit on a set of | 
| stairs. It’s favorably comparable to 
their other good work and in the 
same speedy groove. Follow with 
a rhythm bit that was lacking last 


CENTURY, N. Y. 


Roy Gobey, Rogers & Lewis, 6 week. Off to a solid hand. Eadie 
Girl Wonders ,Packard & Dodge, Edwards (no connection) handles 
Patsy Shaw, Bee-Hive & Honey, several chances at vocalizing and 


McDonald & Ross, Maurice Shaw’s 
| house orch (7); ‘Women of Glamour’ 
| (Col) and ‘Streets of Missing Men’ 
| (Rep), dual, 


tapping competently. Bing Whlliams, 
singer, works in the naval bit with 
the line and Pete and Peaches, doing | 
|military songs. Incidentally, the 


the Yiddish Work it has done in some time, do- 
ing military taps. 


Teeing off around 


holidays, the Century’s split-week 
_vaude hasn't been functoning so well| Five Hep Cats are set into the 
at the b.o., since this nabe, Second opening turn, a barn dance. They're 


avenue and Eleventh street, is domi- a tramp band and vocal group, using | 
nantly Yiddish. Saturday night two guitars and two bass fiddles' 
(23), with Yom Kippur (Day of made from inverted wash tubs. 
Atonement) ending at sundown, the Quintet is okay as used but isn’t 
house was still feeling the effect con- | strong enough as a single. Arrange-'| 
siderably. However, with eight acts ments and delivery are lifeless. 
of vaude, two feature films, subse-, Comedy gets a spot all its own in a 
|quent-run, and newsreels, all for a series of blackouts under the head- | 
'10-25c. admish week-days and a ing “Time Marches on in Harlem.’ 
30c. top weekends, it’s difficult to Covers the various phases of life in’ 
fathom how the house can ulti-' the uptown belt, managing to draw| 
mately miss, despite the fact that its laughs with the short skits. Johnny | 
| bill is a far cry from | Sandy Burns, Vivian Harris 


| standards. A short budget is another | and Johnny Vigal take part. 


| line in that bit does some of the best | 


Britton retains two comedy stand- 
bys. He is still swinging the old 
masters, with the musicians donning 
wigs and beards to impersonate 
Brahms, Sousa, Liszt, ete., and wind« 
ing uv with the knockabout delivery 
of ‘Poet and Peasant.’ In place of 
Powell, Rafferty is now taking the 
slugs on the conk during ‘Peasant.’ 

Biz was very good for the last 
stage show (21), but most of ’em 
did not stay for the picture. By the 
time the latter, a prison story, was 
half over there weren’t 100 veople 
in the house. Scho. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 22. 
Allen & Kent (4), Novello Bros. 
(2), Art Jarrett, Milton Doudclas 
with Priscilla & Perry Mayo, Gra- 
celle Dancers (4); ‘Smuggled Cargo? 
(Rep) and ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), 
ual, 


Medium grade bill, sagging in the 
middle, has its highlights. Art Jare 
rett gets top billing, but hardly top 
honors. In the midway spot, he vocals 
‘Moon Broke My Heart,’ ‘If I Had My 
Way,’ ‘Begin Beguine’ and ‘It’s All 
Yours,’ a flagvgaver finish. Of the 
four ‘Beguine’ @s the best bet, but 
even this number suffers from a 
harshness that must be attributed to 


| the singer’s overloud delivery or the 


controller of the p.a. system. Jarrett 
handles himself modestly, however, 
and his personality is ingratiating. 

Milton Douglas m.c.s smoothly and 
in the next-to-close offers the only 
smart comedy of the show. Brings 
back little new material, but clicks 


all the way with his rapd-fire 
comedy banter with Priscilla and 
Mayo Perry, two smart stooges. 


Douglas’ timing is aces, making some 
of the gags sound better than they 
are. 

Allen and Kent, the opening dance 
team, offer a surprise. Younger 
couple start off with some conven- 
tional precision and challenge taps, 
then turn over the rostrum to an 
older, unbilled pair who buck-and- 
wing in the old time manner. From 
the minute the older woman starts 
dancing the act is ever solid. Her 
partner also solos a fast buck and 
the two finish in unison. Younger 
duo return for some jitter steps and 
when the mixed teams blend for a 
—_ finale, the customers howl with 
glee. 

Novello Bros, please with their 
acro and risley work while sawing 
on fiddles, but click less with the 
bird-whistling bit which closes the 
act. This type of novelty whistling 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Dorothy Maye 
Kilen Kaye 
Lamwaers 
«ieo & Ruth 
Bally Joyce 
Clab Milwaokean 
Otto Richter Ore 
Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 
Clob Terris 
Gordon Gensch Ore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Kestin 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Edith Rae 
Congo Club 
Randolph & R 
christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornles Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Louis Streeter 
Allen Dunn 
Zastrow & Wells 
Jack Faye 
Marty Hoff 
Devines Eagles 
Fenny Goodman Or 
Stephen Swedish O 
Rob Garrity Ure 
Gloria Gale 
Mamile's Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Ray Herbeck Orc 
Karl Ratsch's 
Fepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 
Larsen's 
Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Orc 
hen Keck 
Lindy’s 
Gylv'ter Stambaugh 
Rick & Snyder 
Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring 
Helen Evereit 
6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
Joe Rio 
Ray Martell 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emera!d 
Jchnny Davis Ore 
Modernistic 
Captain Gregg 
len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Oasis 
Rert Bailey Ore 
fnooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Rae 
Tommy ONeal 
Patsy Mack 
Sandra Lynn 
Ray Van Day 
Parise 
Joe Gumin Cre 
Kenny Kay 
Little Ray 
Flankinton House 
(Red Room) 
Marlow Sis 
Piantation Club 
Rert Bailey Oro 
Mary Webb 
FPiantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 


3 Jokers 
Kendezvoue 
Bob Matheson Ore 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 13 
La Nore Sis 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williame 
He:en Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 
Hal White 
Scaler’s 
Tony Bauer Ore 
Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Walters 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy O’ Bien 
406 Club 
Al Harris Ore 
Teddy Capp 
Schwartz 
H Menning Ore 
Red Ravin Ore 
tay Wick 
Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 
Spa 
Bill Davidson Ore 
Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 
Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 


Eddie Apple 

Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
Hilly Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Chet Boswell 
Rider Sis 
Rosalie & Webster 
Thelma Ward 


Town and Country 
Club 


Benny Skorch Orc 
Larry Powell 
lrene Burke 
Hielen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
tags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
Jack Farrell 
Eve Evon 
Ray Wencil 
Toy's 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Ted Weems Ore 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Red Engle 
M Merrymaker Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Lee Leighton 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
diaynard Deane 

Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Ore 

Baleconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 

Bill Green's 
Lang Thompson Or 
Foo Martin 
Wendy Bishop 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Ore 
Club Cariton 


Brant 
i Carmo 
Nita Norman 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Neil Buckley 
Flo Parker 
Bernie Lambert 
Loretta Lee 
Lynn & Mason 
Cork and Bottle 
Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 
Eddie Peston's 
Mike Peyton 
Betty Hurst 
Bertha Muller 
Hazel Calloway 
El Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Connie Simms 
Great Beulah 
Gladys Sage 
Mack 
The Empress 
Congo Darlings 
Billie McAllister 
Evergreen Gardens 
George Barer Ore 
Jimmie Harper 
Mary Burke 
Kose Dugo 
4 De Bonaires 
Hote) Henry 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castie Ure 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idiers 
Hotel Schenley 
Howdy Ore 
ean Roaz 
Buzz Asion 
Joe Bilotte 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Frits 


Al DiLernia 
Monterey 
Springer 
New Penn 
Ralph Allen Ore 
Sherry Lane 
Dell Sis 
Garnette Tallchief 
Dolly Cushman 
Jeffrevs & Jana 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Olive White 
Girands 
Chester Dolphin 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
5 Rhythmaniacs 
Alice Brooks 
Boogy-Woory 
Jack Lewis 


Billy Ore 


Reggie Pvorak 
Al Mercur 
Buchanan 
Harry Nossokoff 
Old Shay Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Miss America 
Beauty Parade 
Bill Douglas 
Dean Sayre 
Orchard 
Timmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 
Retty Nylander 
Chiegquita 
Jack Smith 
Riviera 
Owen Piper Ore 
Show Boat 
H Middleman Ore 
Mimi Chevalier 
fampa, Jr 
Mitehell & Rayburn 
Nora Lewis 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Dolan Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandrerto 
Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Billy Rizzo 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 
Viillowe 
Renny HBurton Ore 
lola 
buddy Lee 


| 
| 
| 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Lee Eariy & Pals 
Nils & Nadyne 
Una Cooper 
Margaret Aemmer 


Herinan Pirchner 
Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 


Norman Priest 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Thelma 
Ariine May 
Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Country Clao 
Sherdina Walker O 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Lillian Young 
Queen of Zulu 
George Gould 
Waiter Green 
Mitzi Mitehell 
Wilton Crawley 
Sherinan Dudley 
Chateau 
Sammy Rerk Ore 
3 Play Boys 
Eddie Mills 
Joe Rollo 
Bob Starr 
Gloria Shene 
3 Smart Gis 
College inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
KRabbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie's Cafe 
Tony Emma fire 
Renee Hartman 
Ralph Lewis 
Pearl Magley 
Eddie Barnes 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ove 
Harold Copeland 
bill Lochman 
Loia Walker 
Harry Meyers 
Hatton's Club 
Fred Heikeil 


Ore 


Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 
Kay Kristman 
Mary Jane 

Hotel Allerton 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 
Hotel Cleveland 


Everett Hoagland 
Walt Bergen Orc 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 


Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Gicvannl 
Dorn Bros & Mary 
Vieki Allen 
Romany 3 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Ariene Rice Ore 
Alberta 
Lindsay’s Sky-Clob 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco'’s Cafe 
Willard Pott's Ore 
Virginia Carroll 
Grant Wilson 

Mounds Clob 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 

Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carione Or 
Mickey Katz 
Charlotte Claire 
4 Grands 
Robertson & White 
Tom Ball Gis (8) 

Southern Tavern 

Lee Allen Ore 
Stanley Club 
George Winter Ore 

Karyl Norman 
Jackio Maye 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collings 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Bahette's 
Beth Challis 
Miss Bebctte 
Ear] L 
Eric 


ndsay Line 
Correa Ore 
Frolice 
Francis Renault 
Hotel President 
(Round Werld Km) 
Henry Patrick Ore 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
(Merry-Go-Round) 


Harry Dobbs Ore 
Nomad 
Lionel Murray 


Zola Grey 

Edna Thompson 
Madge Carmyle 
Faith Arlington 
Dixie Dixon 
Kay King 


Sid Rose Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casine) 

Low: ark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 

Calitornians 4 

Bowery 

Harriet Hollo 

Morrison & Rogers 

Craters 

hay Carroll 

Amos Jacobs 


y¢ 


Blue Lantern 
Chuck Mim’ger'’s Or 
Frank 


Esthe 
Sue Drake 
Temple & 
Casey Jones 

Commodcre Clob 
Rosini 
Var 


«ommodore 


(6) 
& Allen 
ttes (6) 


| Lee Bartell 


Hark Thomas Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Rene 

Phil Kaye 

Thida Le 

Wally & Frances 
Eddie Bratton Ore 

Frontenac 

Cecil Lee Ore 
| Brooks 2 

Danny Hrown 


| 


| 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charies Auld Trio 

Clab Imperial 


Huntho Chan 
H’wood Beauties 12 
Marge Mansell 
Nub Brown Ore 
(lub Lido 


iph } Ore 


Main Street Club 
Frank Urc 


Sictney 


Neblolo’s 


Rav Carlin Ure 
Northwood Inn 

Ben Ye 

Virginia Braynard 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Anglesey 
Eddie Lahue B (5) 
Don & Jeannette 
tr hioicer 

Ihowery 
‘Red’ And son O (3) 
Lillian Goodhue 
Thomas & Mor'’son 
banny Brown Co 

Commodore 


oretny 


Ken Daveiuport Ore 

A. Murray Dancers 

‘Druniard’ 
Coronado 

Dick Treso Bd (6) 

Maxine 
Corly'’s 

Oscar Heliman Ore 

Jimmy Hegg 

Susan Lang 

& Noreeta 

Geo & Re dy 

Arde'le 

Sierling Robson 
Curtis 

| Dick T.ong Ore ¢8) 
Del Otero 

Lioyd Labrie Ore 


Valentine Fox 
Ina Scott 
Lischeron & Adams 
Jack Campbell Ore 
Oasis 
Leonard Seel Ore 
June & Jerry 
Dorothy Douglas 
Gladys Delnar 
Helen Barbour 
Ken Conroy 
Mme Curie R (36) 


Palm Beach 
Bert Snyder 
Harry Bardell 
Dinitri & Frances 
Nonnie Drake 
Denverettes (6) 
Don Pablo Ore 


Plantation 
Sausage Tyson (6) 
Wm McKinney Ore 
Larry Steele 
Johnson 
Derby Wilson 
Kitty Murray 
Dorothy Derrick 
Plan'tion Belles (6) 


Powatan 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Nan Blackstone 
Cameos 4 
Oldtimers 4 
Darryl Rogers 

Redford Inn 
Don Miller 
Morrie Sager Ore 

Club Royale 
Danny Deinetre Ore 
Yost Guardsmen (8&8) 
Russell Swan 
Parisiennes (8) 
Don Julian & M 
Helen Holmes 


Saks 
Robert Shafer 
‘Tony Marks 


Ravaye & Margo 
Roberta Roberts 
Cocktail Girls (6) 
Coyle Mcehay Orc 
San Diego 
Bob Carter 
Charlie Holmes 
LeRoy & Pals 
Vera Gordon 
Merle Clark 
Jim Stevenson 
Geo Presnell 
Al Alexander Orc 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
bob Allen 


AND ST. PAUL 


Excelsior Park 
Joe Billo’s tre 
Happy Hour 
Gordie Bowen O (6) 
Madelyn Joyce 
Lounge Vierre 
Ken JeViliers Ore 
Marigold 
Bobby Griggs Ore 
Minnesota Terrace 
Dale Rhodes Ure 
Jack Gwsnne Co 
P & R Charise 
Karie & Le Baron 
A Murray Dan (2) 
President 
Al Wehts Orc 
Sheldon Gray 
Rennett & Crawfd 
Tom Allen 
Terrace Cafe 
Howard LeRoy 
Stuart & Lee 
Marjey Strong 
Town & Country 
Club 
Craig Buie 
Hy Ackerman Ore 
bave Acherman 


Ore 


SYRACUSE 


Avalon Luigi's 
Stu Gariing | Danny Boone 
Kay mond Nickey Dell 


Club Candee 
|} Dave Barnuza 
| Len Fries 
Greenwich Vilage 
Canton Cotten Orc 
Helen Noian 
| Peg Jacob 
Doris Van | Rita Armitage 
Gladys Martin | Whitey Wagner 
Hotel Gnondaga | Three Rivers 
Freddie Jerome Or 


Prison Inn 
Pete Kite Ore 
Musical Lou 
Margie Heran 


Richardson's 


| € \lodernaires 


| 


Herb Gordon Orc | 
Bonnie Biuve 
Royal Jesters (3) Town Club 


Howard's Swing Bd 


Hotel Syrecuse Charlies K Harrie 


| Les Brown Ore | Beverly Brandt 
| Herb Muse | Bot Ranous 
Miriam Shaw Maxine Reynolds 
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KEITH’S BOSTON 


its limitations and in this in- 
it’s over-worked. 

Gracella Dancers offer a smart 
and exciting adagio to close the 
|show. Gir] wears a sort of leopard 
skin outfit and her three partners 


has 
stance 


NEW 


ACTS 


MARIE WILSON 
With Bob Oakley 
Comedy 

10 Mins.; One 
State, New York 


of ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.’ 


wood’s worst personal appearance. 


catching was very quiet. 

One thing she does display to best 
advantage is her phvsical attributes. 
A very short. tight-fitting dress adds 
oomph, which she throws around 
plenty in a conga encore with Oakley. 

Oakley is a good, nice appearing 
straight man, but in this instance he 


|are dressed as animal trainers. On| 
| opening show they were having 
| trouble with the music, ending their 
Sequences metimes behind the 
| orchestra. but got plenty of plaudits 
rather long-distance 
Fox. 


|for the men’s 
throws of ihe girl. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 23. 
Freddie Craig, Jr., Whitey Roberts, 
Elizabeih Hughes, Morton & Denni- 


‘son, Roxuettes (16); ‘Espionage 
Agent? ‘WB). 
This is an unimportant, but 


thoroughly entertaining, little revue 
going by the handle of ‘College 
Daze,’ worked up by productionist 
Harry Anger to go with the original 
booking, ‘What a Life,’ (Par), Last- 
minute switch brought in a_ spy 
drama instead. It still fits nicely 
into opening of school season, how- 
lex er, and motif ties odd assortment 
|of acts smoothly. 

Line starts it off, half in black, 
| the rest in orange velvet hip-length 
gowns, with megaphone tap routine 
and warble of local college songs 
geiting nice hand. Gals do multiple 
introduction cf ‘Prof’ Freddie Craig, 
Jr.. in his standard blackboard drill. 
Writing alphabet backwards, words 
called out by audience upside down 
backwards etc., sock plenty. 

Four of gais bring on ‘Peck’s Bad 
Boy of the Campus,’ Whitey Roberts, 
in business suit, for clog while skip- 
ping rope. drum major tap and nut 
juggling of three china plates. Lat- 
ter clicks solidiv. Line back again 
in white chenille jackets over coral 
crepe dresses for brief hoofing. Then 
they back Elizabeth Hughes, evening- 
gowned radio soprano, whose stock 
stance is offset by satisfactory warb- 


ling of ‘Night and Day’ and ‘Be- 
guine.” Miss Hughes was a quick 


substitution for Gerdfield Swift, who 
had to bow due to illness. Gals, 
who leave after first tune, are back 
in toy-soldier garb for smart preci- 

ic ‘Parade of Wooden 


; Sion tapping 
| Soldiers.’ 
| Blonde in white chiffon steps 


; through curtain and goes into cute 
| pop warble of ‘Solitude,’ interrupted 


| by nutty guy in Russian getup and 
| bass viol. Turns out to be Morton 
|and Dennison. Gal, with clarinet, 
land the fellow, with rattling bull 
fiddle and deadpan, pound out 
rhythm end cracks to score as al- 
ways. Line gets the kindergarten 
finale wiih three-foot alphabet 


blocks. finishing by building front of 
i with blocks and tapping atop 
it. 

Biz satisfactory Craig. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


-/high-kick number, executed 


just can't get laughs where leughs 
ain’t. Scho. 


BETTY BENZ 

Dances 

8 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. ¥. 


This terper has youth and looks 
but needs better routining for sock 
finishes to the two dances caught 
here. The opening is a novelty 
in an 
old-fashioned southern costume 
(complete with beribboned bonnet). 
It serves as a mild introducer and 
segues into cakewalk routine when 
she lifts the front of her full skirt 
and reveals a brightly embroidered 
strutting Negro on the underside. 

Second effort has more punch in 
abbreviated outfit which shows 
shapely legs to advantage. It’s an 
acrobatic stanza and features a 
pretzel-like contortion in which she 
locks her feet under her knees for 
handstands and headstands. Some 
neck-rolls and fiying splits brings 
this one to a stronger ending. 

This gal has plenty of s.a. and gets 
by, but has real potentialties with 
proper presentation. Gilb. 


INEZ HARVOT 

Singer 

8 Mins. 

Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y¥. 


_ Charming prima donna personal- 
ity, Inez Harvot has sung with the 
St. Louis Municipal Opera Co. and 
kindred organizations. She’s seem- 
ingly very partial to Victor Herbert, 
her entire repertoire 
Herbertian excerpts such as ‘Sweet- 
hearts,’ a ‘Naughty Marietta’ number 
and ‘Sweet Mystery of Life.’ 

She’s wise in not hugging the mike, 
since the power and range of her 
soprano permit her to keep her dis- 
tance and thus not eclipse a basic- 
ally attractive front. 


She is more than a casual vocal in- | 


terlude and, for hotel revuettes of 
this nature, Miss Harvot is quite an 
asset. Abel. 


ROSALIND GORDON 

Dancing 

5 Mins.; One 

Flatbush, Brooklyn 
There’s little distinctive 

young femme’s buck ’n’ 

cept her costume, a black 

pajama effect that’s very attractive 
Her dancing in two routines is 

smooth, but it doesn’t set her apart 

from dozens of other girls doing the 


about this 
inging, ex- 
and white 


Blonde Marie Wilson, from films, 
originally came east this summer for ill-fated musical which brought her 
strawhat work in a revised version | to attention on personality, charm 
She | and basic dance ability. g 
had built up a rep as Hollywood's 
dumbest Dora and that’s the type of | present herself and her stuff to best 
stage act she’s doing, but now she advantage. 
probably can also lay claim to Holly- | dance,’ in flowing white gown and 


comprising | 


| MARISSA FLORES 

| Dancer 

Mins. 

| Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


| Senorita Flores was in the ‘Mexi- 
cana’ legit revue late last season. an 


| She’s a looker who knows how to 
Opener, a ‘prayer 


| with an ecclesiaste white cowl de- 


If her chassis can be considered an | ™Murely capping her, is a neat opener. 
act, it’s great. But unfortunately it’s |The topper-offer has her in conven- 
not wired for sound and her 10/ tional 
minutes of fog-bound talk with Bob | routine. 
Oakley, who co-authored her act, is 
just so much of a stage wait. There’s | the cowl-like head-covering of the 
hardly a snicker in the silly questions | preceding dance, gives her a very 
and answers and the applause at this 


toreador hat in a_ hotter 


The new chapeau, perched over 


| up-to-the-minute millinery’ effect, 
| since it looks like those new whim- 
‘ple and snood affairs, and thus 
| makes for an odd personality pic- 
| ture. 

| Her accompanying terps are ap- 
| propriately effective, so that her six 
‘minutes on the floor are zingy in 
| toto. Abel. 


| JANINA and FELIX 
Dancing 

12 Mins. 

Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. ¥. 


Current European situation makes 
this booking opportune, since Janina 
| Frost (of Buffalo) and Felix Sadow- 
ski are the stars of the Polish Na- 
tional Ballet, which appeared earlier 
this season in concerts at the World's 
Fair nearby. They were booked for 
| Poland in October, but will remain 
|here indef. It’s their first nitery 
' date. 

They do four numbers here; one a 
conventional ballroom waltz and 
three in costume; two Polish and 
one Hungarian. All of the numbers 
are handled capably, but the kt est are 
a Hungarian czardas and a Polish 
mazurka. These two have color and 
life and are done in the traditional 
folk-dance manner. Both dancers 
have appearance and pleasing per- 
sonalities, 

Very good novelty, especially when 
sold by an m.c. who stresses the 
inationality angle. Gilb. 


CATHERINE HARRIS 
Dancing 

4 Mins.; One 

State, N. Y. 


This little femme apparently hasn't 
been able to make up her mind, and 
her routine is an indecisive mixture 
|'of toe-tapping and acrobatics. She 
| lacks stage polish and grace, but once 
| she finds herself she should be an 
okay specialist. 
| Doing two routines, the first of 
/ which includes a miniature flight of 
| stairs that is the base for turnovers 
| landing on toes. Her second dance is 
a military tap, also on toes. 

Her costuming at present is not 
very flattering, but that’s 
Scho. 


PAPE & CONCHITA 

Perch 

8 Mins. 

Music Hall, N. Y. 

| A somewhat spectacular perch act 

| with the man as the pole balancer 

|and Conchita as top mounier. Lay- 

out, ankle holds, ete., constitute the 

first half of the routine, while for the 

finish a shorter trapeze perch is used, 

The staff used is of great height and 

has the girl away up near the flies. 

That gives it most of its effectiveness, 
The trapeze nerch is used for a re- 

volving routine. Tempo is _ fast; 

flavor of performance is circusy. 

Char. 


Same type of work. Her reception 
here was excellent. Scho. 

also shows King George active in 
directing bombproof shelter work. 


Universal has the burial in Canada 
of a child victim of the Athenia sink- 
ing. Also some vivid night shots of 


‘(NEWSREELS) 
Screen naturally devotes most of 
its playing time to Mars and its off- | 


| shoots this yveek, ‘Soldiers with 

| Wings,’ latest timely March of Time 
issue, graphically describes aviation’s 

|part in the warfare, especially in 

| this country 

| Paramount's exclusive first news- 

| reel materia! from the Polish battle- | 


front continues to highlight the show 


|here. It still is the only actual war- 
are photography on the Embassy 
~ | 

screen. Gregory Aboott, 


narrator 
an ace job of describ- | 
fee: of gripping reels. | 
sxecutive staff smartly 
of origin of different 


with Par, does 
ing some 1,100 
The newsreel € 
|} explains po.nt 


clips and Lsts German, Polish and | 
English censors as passing on this | 
| special. 


| Invasion of Soviet Russia into | 
Poland on eastern front causes Uni- | 
| versal to trot out vivid library shots | 
lof the Red army in maneuvers. | 
Movietone shows French Chamber | 
of Deputies about to declare war in | 
Paris, Chamberlain in London, vari- 
ous leaders with their gas masks 
slung over their shoulders, making | 
jof bandages for the Red Cross and | 
| children be.ng sent to the country | 
in England. Universal ganders the 


H.M.S Courageous sinking with 

i scenes taken of the airplane carrieir | 
prior to the torpedoing. Same reel 


of 


lof levislative leaders in 


}saves face 


| Universal 


searchlights plaving on Washington’s 
Capitol building 


Arrival of the Duke of Windsor, 
| with his wife, in England, prepara- 
tory to being commissioned as an 
active British army officer, is nicely 
done by Par. Pathe glimpses the 
arrival of American celebs on the 
S. S. Washington. Par handles the 


the heading 
assembling 
the nation’s 
capital featuring a chat by Alfred 
Landon. Narration dulls the entire 
effect, making it one of poorest ef- 
forts by this ree] in some time. Par 
immediately afterwards 
by its trim treatment of Roosevelt’s 
address to Conevress. 

Lew Lahr wins a few chuckles 
with his brief description of comely 
girls playing jockeys in a pig race. 
grabs biggest laughs 
with a caveman (Indians) football 
game against a regular grid team at 
Grants Pass, Ore. This newsreel 
also presents closeups of U. of Cali- 
fornia’s eleven Freedom anniver- 
sary parade in Mexico City and dry- 
docking of the Squalus are by Uni- 
versal. 

Pathe goes to some lengths in de- 
Ppicting the project to rebuiid the 
U. S. merchant fleet. with the aid of 


Washington front und 
‘How to Avoid War.’ 


government coin. Par covers the 
heavyweight fistic front with shots 


| 

of the Pastor-Louis fight and Nova- 
Galento fracas, comment of ‘Two- 
ton’ Tony supplying a laugh taz-line. 
Par also deals with developments in 
the trial of Grover Cleveland Berg- 
doll, who fled the draft in the World 
War. 


The Cameo, first-run outlet for 
Russian films in N. Y., is curren:ly 
offering ‘Red Army,’ listed by the 
theatre as a newsreel. Because the 
Soviet army, particularly now, is in 
the headlines, it proved a real box- 
office magnet opening days. Ame 
kino, official motion picture trading 
agency in U. S. for Soviet films. did 
a skillful job with the material avail- 


able. Weakness was the material 
itself because much of it has been 
seen many times before. Actually, 


it’s nothing more than the usual 
propaganda, However, it’s all very 
impressive. 

‘Newsreel’ short runs 13 minutes. 
Screen title announces this es ‘The 
Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army,’ 
with a foreword about peace, but 
scenes show mostly military maneu- 
vers, ‘Red Army Unit Passes 
Through a Village’ suggests it has 
been clipped from a Soviet feature 
because of singing, musical back- 
ground and staging. Red Armv song 
and dance ensemble and vrolonged 
‘Red Army Dances’ also appear to be 
staged studio material. 

The Red Army on review !s 
familiar to all newsreel] attendances. 
Final shots are of navy and aviation 
activities. Wear. 
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48 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Revision of Equity's Agcy. Rules 
Gets Precedence Before Council 


Disposition to revise Equity’s regu- | 
lations concerning casting agents was | 
clearly indicated last week when the! 
association’s council voted to make 
the subject the special order of busi- | 
ness at this week’s huddle. Motion 
was to reconsider the permit or li- 


also the rules which were imposed 
last season when the agents not only | 


Swing,’ 
censing system and its limitations, | 
Fl Capitan, 
| Matt 


REORG SWING ‘MIKADO’ 
AS STOCK COMPANY 


West Coast ‘Mikado in' 
which closed in Los An- 
geles after plaving six weeks at the 
will be reorganized by 
the colored musical 


The 


Alten, 


failed to get concessions, but were | ; then going on a stock basis with the 


placed under stricter control. 

The present system is compared to | | 
the Volstead Act of prohibition days | 
and those in favor of making | 
changes declare that it is similarly | 
unenforceable. Principal revision in- , 
tended is to ‘legalize’ the payment | 


of 10% commission for most engage- , 
ments, instead of the present 5% | 
limit. which would only apply to| 


moderate salaries should the rules | 
be changed. 
Equityites who demand that the 


efforts. | 


| assent 
quested that he be allowed to play 
three 


| than twice daily. 
reduced from 70 persons to 40, or- 


chestra will be cut and so will the 
rules be brought up to date are not | ticket ion. 


of Equity. Showman re- 


performances on Saturday, 
‘ith the Wednesday matinee out. 


Equity replied that in light of con- 
cessions already made, a third Sat- 
!urday performance would require 
{an additional one-tenth salary. 


Under stock conditions, show can 


play 10 times weekly, but not more 


Company will be 


as required under stock 


exactly altruistic in their | rules Chorus will receive $30 
They say that many actors are placed | aealbe as against $35, which is the 
scale for shows on a_ production 
system xplaine a basis. 


two classes of players, those who: 
pay more than the rules ‘permit’ and | 
those who do not because they fear 
detection and possible suspension. 
Discrimination | 
The result is one actor is played 
asainst another, unwittingly some- | 
times, and with a job scarcity one, 
class is bound to suffer. Indicated 
discrimination in the placement of 
players is claimed to exist, those pay- | 
ing 10% or possibly more commis- | 


sion getting the berths. It is believed | amateur 


that if the fee to agents were doubled 
from the current 5%, such a@ condi- | 
tion would be eliminated. 

Stated that changes in casts are 
often made during the probationary | 
period. It’s contended that in 
instances at least the switching 
eould explain whether one — 
agreed to pay more than the playe 
originally named for the part. pd 
such arrangements are necessarily 
verbal, with the loser unable to defi- 
nitely explain his replacement. 

There are a number of well- 
knowns on Equity’s council who 
command. sizeable salaries. Evi- 
dently they are privately aware what 
the percentage of pay-off is, but 
necessarily remain silent because 
implication of breaching the rules! 
would bring about the strict disci- 
pline which officials of the associa- | 
tion have often threatened to mete 
out. Regardless, they now seem con- 
vinced that more than 5% commish 
is being paid by any number of mem- 
bers. 

Last season, when the move to ob- 
tain concessions was made, it was 
activated by the casters. Having had 
their fingers burnt, the agents do not 
openty figure in the revived effort. 
which appears to be promulgated by 
the actors themselves. 

Equity Meeting 

Equity’s first quarterly meeting of 
the season will be held at the Astor 
hetel Friday (29), with Bert Lytell, 
the new acting president, slated to 
preside. 

Proposed changes to the casting 
agency rules are expected to be: 
among the principal topics to be dis- 
cussed. 


SAN CARLO TEES OFF 
CHI AUD’S 50TH YEAR 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 
The Auditorium begins its 50th 
anniversary season Oct. 10 when 
the San Carlo Opera Co. begins its 
tour here. Despite the length of time 
the house has been operated, it is 
still regarded as the Loop’s best 
house for comfort and accoustics. 
San Carlo is starting considerably | 
earlier than last season. It will be 
the outfit’s 29th tour. 


B.0. Men Switch 


Changes in several Broadway box- 
Ditices have been ordered by man- 
gers and more are anticipated. 
Eddie O'Keefe, switches from the 
Plymouth to the Morosco as treasu- |} 
rev, replacing Dick Moon, who is 
expected to be assigned another 
erth. Artie Wright is now treasurer 
of the Biltmore, replacing Herman 
Fuchs. Louis Harris remaining as 
assistant. 

Al Hildreth. now at the Majestic, 
moves to the Longacre, soon to light 
uy with ‘Three Sisters.’ 


outfit is 


out tor 


‘Syracuse’s Little 


Theatre Group Set 
For Pic House Series 


Syracuse, Sept. 26. 
Solution to the woes of various 
theatrical units throughout 


the country may have been reached 
by the Little Theatre here, which 
has 
with Gus Lampe, 
of RKO-Schine Theatres here, for a 
series of one-act presentations at the 
Paramount theatre during the next 
19 months. 


completed arrangements 
managing director 


just 


The one-act plays, the nearest ap- 


proach to legitimate stage promised 
the city so far this year, 
sented in conjunction with the regu- 
| lar film programs at the Paramount, 
on alternate Wednesday nights. 
| move apparently 
a theatre for the amateur perform- 
ers and also gives Lampe an added 
aitraction. 


will be pre- 
The 


solves the need of 


First effort by the Little Theatre 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sept. 24) 


‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 


‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
| Hayes, Philip Merivale)—Forrest, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chat- 


‘The Man Who Came te Dinner’— 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘I Married an Angel’—Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto. 

‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans }—McCar- 
ter, Princeton, N. J. (30). 

‘Too Many Girls’—-Shubert, 
Haven (28-30). 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Tobacco Road’—Memorial Hall, 
Salina, Kans. (25); City Aude, St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. (26); Liberty, Marysville, 
Kans. (27); Municipal Aude, Kansas 
City, Mo. (28-30). 

‘Desert Song’—Curran, 


| 
| terton)—Hanna, Cleveland. 
| 


New 


San Fran- 


cisco. 


To Tour School 


Route In Busses 


San Diego, Sept. 26 

Two traveling units of ‘Smilin’ 
Thru’ and ‘The Mikado’ have been 
organized by ex-Federal Theatre 
thespians here and will tour the 
U. S. in busses a week apart. Busi- 
ness manager Tiny Burge says the 
troupes have a guaranteed route un- 
derwritten by the American Art | 
Guild which will keep them moving | 
until next February, 
aries assured. They'll play schools. 

Sponsor of the bus barnstormers | 


is the Los Angeles Opera & Fine |‘ 
break-in, | year 


Arts Assn. After local 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ unit will head east via | 
Arizona and Texas, reaching Chicago is 


B’ way Turns Out for Vallee Leciter, 
But Ultra Strawhat Proves the Star 


Dec. 1. Return trip to Coast will put | absent from the Yiddish stage for 
them in Seattle in January. ‘Mikado’ | several years, while last year Miss 
unit will duplicate route one week} Adler was with the Irving Place 
behind. | proup. 

‘Smilin? Thru’ cast includes Mar-| at the 2d Ave. Saturday (30), 
garet Woodall, James Diehl. Craig) yuchim Stutchkoft’s ‘In a Jewish 
Noel, James Halloway, Charlotte | | Grocery’ takes a bow, with Michael 
Calloway, June Herzog, Don Carl, | Rosenberg, Judah Bleich and Wolf 
Joseph O’Roscoe. In ‘Mikado’ are) p, 79] heading the cast. Stutchkoft | 
Charles Cannon, Robert Baker and | tast vear was the author of the| 

Irving Place theatre’s long-running 


‘Upstage,’ listed for Oct. 11.! Warren Dell Warren. 


Wednesday, September 27, 


14 Theatres Operating, Yiddish Lesit 


Hopes to Climb Out of Last Year's Bog 


By NAT KAHN 


Yiddish legit’s 1939-40° season wilt | (23), 


be operating full blast within the 
next couple of weeks, when 14 the- 
atres in the U. S. and Canada will 
be operating. Eight are in New 
York; the others in Chicago, Cleve- 
land, Philadelphia, Newark and De- 
troit. Another will function in To- 
ronto. 

Production schedules this season 
will be considerably heightened 
over last year, which saw the most 
disastrous recent season in the his- 
tory of the Yiddish theatre in 
America in point of production and 


| box office. 


Ex-FTP Thesps wit 


as usual, 
operat- 


Heading the N. Y. list 


ing once more from the Yiddish Art 
theatre, formerly the Jolson. 
on his schedule will be ‘Salvation,’ 
Schwartz's adaptation from Sholem 
Asch’s novel, which he’s staging 
and in which he'll star along with 
his niece, Miriam Riselle; Anna 
Appel, Mark Sehweid and Bertha 
Gersten. Schweid was formerly with | 


the Theatre Guild. ‘Salvation’ opens 
tomorrow night (Thursday). Also 
scheduled for this season is ‘Esterke, 
by Aaron Zeitlin, which Schwartz 
had intended doing last winter, with 
Miss Riselle in the lead role. 
duction of ‘Esterke’ is 
upon the stay of ‘Salvation.’ 


The downtown National will also | 
with all sal- | get under way the same night with 
IT. J. Singer’s folk play, ‘Chaver Nach- 


novel, 


man, dramatized from his 
East of Eden.’ Jacob Ben-Ami, last 
with Schwartz. will stage and | 


sti ir, being supported by Ludwig 
Satz and Celia Adler. Satz has been 


‘Round the Family Table,” best of the 


|; money-makers last season 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Millburn, N. J., Sept. 25. 
Large Broadway mob that turned 
Rudy Vallee’s legit debut in 


the metropolitan N. Y. area tonight | 


(Monday? 
give its initial 0.0. 
Papermill Playhouse. Event was in 
a measure the introduction for the} 


Manhattanites to a pair of curiosi- 


ties, Vallee as a legit star, and the 
house. Latter did all the shining. 


The 700-seat auditorium igs plus 
ultra. Aside from its physical equip- 
ment and quality of construction, 
what actually 
plete air of 
mendous 
wood and 


comfort. From its re- 
lobby, paneled in natural 
heavily carpeted, to the 
large, comfortable seats 
aisles, there’s a complete feeling of 
hominess that gives any production 
an immediate edge, 

The playhouse, operated by Frank 
Carvington, is the outgrowth of the 
Newark Art Theatre, 
rington started 10 years ago. Antoin- 
nete Seudder, daughter of the foun- 
der of the Newark (N. J.) Evening 


| News, became interested, and in 1934 


an old paper mill, a revolutionary 
landmark, was purchased. The lobby 
represents the old mill proper, the 


/ vest all having been added. 


Colonial in architecture, it is 
somewhat off the beaten path, but 
easily reached from the center of | 
Millburn, which is about 17 miles 
from New York. Among the im- 
provements is a double ceiling which 
allows invisible spotlights from 
above, a tremendous proscenium 
opening and a stage whose depth, 


wing and fly space would satisfy | 
Billy Rose’s dream as a locale for 
aaother ‘Jumbo. An apron on the 


at least had a chance to/| 
to the luxurious | 


stands out is its com- | 


and wide | 


which Car-} 


left allows for tricky staging. Acous- 


tics were designed by Prof. Harold | won 
| Burris-Meyers, 
| tute of Technology. 


of the Stevens Insti- 


Floor above the theatre contains 
studios for voice culture, dancing, | 
fencing and art. There was, until | 
last week, a large loan exhibition 
of paintings. 
| House is now running ‘Festival of 
Plays, of which the current, the 
sixth one-weeker, may be the last. 


‘Festival’ is run by a triumvirate, 
|Carrington supplying the house. | 
Alexander Kirkland the cast and 


| production, and Helen Thompson the 
sales promotion. 

Playhouse itself is run on a non-| 
profit basis. Sponsors include such 
names as Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, | 
George Abbott, Tallulah Bankhead. | 
George M. Cohan, Joan Crawford. 
Sinclair Lewis and a flock of others. 
| What ‘sponsor’ means aside from the 
right to use their names in the pro- 
| gram isn’t clear. 

Among the plays already 
sented in the ‘Festival’ 
Vernon Castle in ‘Tonight at 
Kirkland in ‘Men in 
which he played when it won the | 
Pulitzer prize several years ago), 
Eva LeGallienne in ‘Private Lives’ | 
and Pearl Buck's ‘Flight Into China.’ 


pre-, 


8:30,’ 


Present opus is a rather dated 
English drawing comedy 
which had its first presentation in! 


this country more than 10 years ago. | 
|Leslie Banks appeared in it on 
| Broadway and it was on the road for 
a short time. Robert Montgomery 
was in the picture version. 

Story is of the black sheep (Val- 
lee) of a onetime wealthy English 


r Theatrical Assn. 
| midtow n Manhattan, 


Louis Miller 


| Artef play 
| Ward, 
| Nation’ 


jas a Yiddish ‘Dead End.’ 


| Song.’ 


were Mrs. | started Sept. 
| Child.’ 
White’ (in| ing and starring in the McKinley 


family. Shooed out after a jail sen- 


| who must not leave the residence of 
| (Continued on page 52) 


tence, Vallee gets a job as a bailiff | ple’s, 


The ambitious Artef theatre, co- 


| operative, which last year didn’t op- 
| erate for lack of proper scripts, 


will 


First | 


Pro- | 
contingent 


| be going into its 12th operating sea- | 


sponsored by the Dramatie Art 
Its initialer will be 
at the Mercury, in 
a dramatization 


son, 


‘Clinton Street,’ 
of Chaver 
book on the east side. The 
the first prize of $300 in the 
contest last year. Lem 
who staged ‘One Third of a 
and ‘Awake and Sing’ (in 
Yiddish) for the Federal Theatre 
boih successes, will direct 
Street,’ which is described 
The Artef 


Project, 
‘Clinton 


‘is operating on a subscription basis, 


debuting the week of Oct. 9. 
Brooklyn and Bronx 


In Brooklyn, the Hopkinson and 
Parkway are again operating. Irving 
Grossman and Diana Goldberg (Mrs. 
Grossman), with Julius Nathanson’s 
National theatre troupe last year, are 
heading the unit presenting shows at 
the Hopkinson. Their opener is 
‘Good Friends,’ preemed Saturday 
night (23). At the Parkway ‘A House 
of Joy’ started the ball -rolling, also 
Saturday night (23). 

In the Bronx the McKinley opened 
the same evening with ‘My Mother's 
The Bronx Art was the first 
'to get on the bandwagon, 
15 with ‘Her Unborn 
Julius Nathanson is present- 
production, while Sam Auerbach is 
| doing the same at the Bronx Art. 

Stock companies will also be con- 


iducted at the Douglas Park theatre, 


Chicago, with a star system prevail- 
ing. Menasha Skulnick opened the 
policy Saturday night (23) with 
‘Happy Family.’ In Philly, at the 
Walnut, Misha and Lucy Gehrman, 
with Michael Michaelesko, are in 
for a season, opening Saturday (23) 
with ‘Should a Mother Tell,’ which 
served as a Jennie Goldstein vehicle 
for a limited run last year at the Na- 
tional, N. Y. At the Littman Peo- 
Julius Adler, Henrietta Jacob- 
son, 


Paver's | 
script | 
|Surry Players, 


getting | 


which preemed also Saturday night 
in Detroit. 

Herman Yablicoff and Bella Meisel 
are running steck at the Met, New- 
ark, N. J., while stock troupes are 
under way at the Manhattan, Cleve- 
land, and the Dinah Concert Hall, 
Toronto. 

Particularly marked this season 
will be the maintained shuttering, as 
far as the Yiddish theatre is con- 
cerned, at least, of the Public, on 
Second avenue, more often known as 
the Broadway of the Yiddish theatre. 
This would be the first time in the 
history of the field in this sector that 
the Public will not be open for Yid- 
dish shows. Marked, too, is the lack 
‘of inactivity in Boston and Philly, 
once outstanding Yiddish theatre 
towns. This marks second 
straight season that both will not 
| have permanent theatres. At the 
height of Yiddish legit activity, 
; about a decade ago, there were about 
24 permanent Yiddish theatres, 14 in 
Gotham alone. Also, for the first 
| time in the history of the Yiddish 
theatre, there will be no musical ou 
Second = avenue. Yiddish vaude 
| bowed recently at the Clinton Street, 

in downtown Manhattan, and will 
run permanently with a Yiddish 
legit star policy 


BROADWAY PRODUCERS 


JUDGE ‘ABE’ CONTEST 


Sept. 26. 


Evansville, Ind., 

Arthur Hopkins, John Golden and 
Arthur Hammerstein are the final 
| committee in the Lincoln’ play- 
| wrighting contest sponsored by the 
| Southwestern Indiana Civie Assn. 
| First prize, for the best play on the 
| life of Lincoln in Indiana, age 7 to 
| 21, will be $1,000. 

Contest was inaugurated in 1934 
and closed in April, 1939. Of plays 
submitted the association committee, 
| Mrs. Bess Ehrmann, Rockport, Ind; 
| William Fortune, Indianapolis, and 
| Karl Kae Knecht, Evansville, 
| selected 20 which have been sent to 
ithe N. Y. committee for its final 
choice. In addition to the prize 
money, the author will receive 75% 
of royalties that would come from 
any stage or picture production, the 
remaining 25% to go to the associa- 
tion, 


Three Sisters’. to Solo 
On After All 


Yen by three 
outfits to 
Sisters’ 


different producing 
present Chekov’'s ‘Three 
appears to have petered out. 
sponsored by Dwight 
Deere Wiman, have their version in 
rehearsal and it will open at the 
Longacre, N. Y., about mid-October 
Cheryl Crawford planned doing the 
play, but apparentiy has lost inter- 
est in the idea, with others entering 
the field. 

Group Theatre was to have sbarted 
the season with its ‘Sisters,’ but early 
this week announced a postponement 
in favor of a new piece, ‘Tower of 
Light.’ Group sought a concession in 
the matter of rehearsals from Equity, 
but was turned down 


Boris Bernardi Broke 


known as Boris 
Topf, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tues.), listing assets of 
$500 and liabilities of $°6,122. The 
bankrupt is a_ theatrical manager 
formerly employed by Academy 
Management Corp., and now by 


Boris Bernardi, 


| 
| Jafer Amusement, Inc. 


Hyman Prizant and Jacob Sus- | 


!sanoff head a local stock company,| torneys and members 


actors with 
Hebrew Actors’ 


Creditors inelude 10 
addresses at the 
Union. 


Lawyers Turn Thesps 
‘Court Street.” drama treating 
problems of the legal profession, by 


Harry T. Thurschwell, will have a 
two-day run at the Heckscher the- 
atre, N. Y., starting Oct. 21. Spon- 
soring is the National Lawyers 
Guild. 

Play is said to be the first full- 


length drama ever produced by any 
bar association. Cast and divector, 
Julius Cohen, are all practicing at- 
tha Guild. 
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Thomson Vice Gillmore as 4 A’s 


Head Appears Unlikely Just Now: 
‘One Union Has Several Hurdles 


Report from the Coast that Frank 
Gillmore may retire as executive 
secretary of the Associated Actors 
end Artistes of America, in favor of 
Kenneth Thomson, who holds a simi- 
Jar post with the Screen Actors 
Guild, was regarded as an inspired 
story in Four A’s circles. When Gill- 
more withdrew as_ president of 
Equity to take over the Four A’s 
post, he was given a five-year con- 
tract, term having about three and 
one-half years to run. 

Gillmore receives $250 weekly and 
Thompson gets a salary of $300. Ac- 
cording to the report, if Gillmore 
withdraws he would be pensioned. 
Combined salaries of the two ap- 
proximates $28,000 yearly and it is 
authoritatively stated that Four A’s 
is not in a position to carry that 
much of a financial load. 

Thomson has been a pillar of the 
Four A’s and made frequent trips 
from Hollywood during the investi- 
gation of the American Federation of 
Actors and the struggle between the 
actors and stagehands, which nearly 
brought about a strike in all 
branches of show business. Believed, 
however, that with the emergency 
over in stage union ranks, Thomson 
js needed more to handle the affairs 
of SAG than the Four A’s 

‘One Big Union’ Hurdles 

The move to formulate ‘one big 

union’ may bring about the reported 


proposed changes, but just when an | 


amalgamation will eventuate is un- 
certain. 
issuance of one card to members | 
working in two or more fields. Cen- 
iralization of offices, telephones and 
eccounts for more economical and | 
effective operation is the general 
idea, but there are a number of hur- 
dles to be jumped. That autonomy 
of the various Four A’s affiliates 
would be dispensed with is doubt- 
ful, and it is pointed out that the 
legit end could hardly handje other 
amusement activities with which it is 
wofamiliar and the same goes with | 
the other unions. 

One of the points to be cleared up 
before the big union is actually 
formed is s lega) problem. 
es New York is concerned it is un- 
derstood that the state law does not 
permit associations and corporations 
tc merge. Equity is an association, 
while some other Four A’s affiliates 
Bre OT RANE. 


SETTLE SUIT VS. 


‘JUMBO’ FOR $500, 


Suit of George L. Bard and Rosa- 
Jind Mia Copping, against Billy Rose 
Billy Rose’s Jumbo, Inc., John Hay 
Whitney, Ben Hecht, Charles Mac- 
Arthur, Jimmy Durante, John a 
ray Anderson, George Abbott, the 
Texas Centennial Live Stock and 
Frontier Day Exposition «Ft. Worth) 
was settled in the New York Fed- 
€ral court Monday (25). 


Action charged the plagiarism of | 


the plaintiff's Hungarian play, ‘ 
Cirkusz Csillaga’ o1 
Circus,’ in ‘Jumbo.’ 


fendants. 


Surry Incorporates 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 26. 


furry Players have been chartered | 


te conduct a_ theatrical business, 
with Katherine Emery, 
Strudwick and Helen Wynn as di- 
rectors. 
but one share is owned by e: ach of | 
three subscribers, David 
Sanford H. Bolz and Howard 
Seitz. 
Par value. 

Surry group is scheduled to pre- 
sent Chekov’s ‘The Three Sisters’ on 
Broadway in Oct. 


‘MIKADO’ IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Sept. 26. 
Quickie booking of ‘Swing Mikado’ 
into the Metropolitan, local 


Principal objective is the | 


So far | 


‘A Star of the} 
Settlement pro- | 
vides for payment of $500 by the de- | 


Shepperd | 


They do not hold any stock, | 


Capital stock is 100 shares, no | 


+ 
Todd Seeks Players, 


Material for Revue 


Mike Todd, who'll tour the ‘Hot 
Mikado’ when it closes at the N. Y. 
World's Fair the end of October, is 
looking around for players for his 
projected ‘Bring on the Dames’ re- 
vue for Broadway. 

‘Dames’ was originally produced 
by Todd as a picture theatre unit, 
but he’s only retaining the title for 
legit purposes. Besides talent, he’s 
also in the market for songs and 
comedy material. 


MAY 
START 
THEATRE 


With ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ mov- 
ing from the Plymouth, N. Y., to the 
Adelphi next Monday (Oct. 2), at 
which time the ticket prices will be 
lowered from $3.30 to $1.10, the 
Playwrights, through Elmer Rice, 
one of the group which produced 
‘Lincoln,’ indicated it might be the 
start of a $1 theatre. Rice has been 
a proponent of this idea for some 
time. 

Theatre on West street. 
which was originally called the 
Craig and which never had a suc- 
cess other than WPA Federal The- 
atre Project shows, several of which 
also used a top of $1.10, is under a 
rental to the Playwrights, who may 
cancel at any time prior to Jan. 1. 
Author-managers believe the draw 
of ‘Lincoln’ can extend indefinitely 
on the theory that many playgoers 
in the metropolitan area, who could 
not afford the original scale, will 
attend ‘Lincoln’ in the new spot. 
Comparatively limited balcony of 
the Plymouth indicated demand for 
| cheap tickets was never exhausted. 
| The Adelphi date is in the nature | 
| of an experiment in another way. It 
' will be the number two ‘Lincoln’ at 
'the Adelphi. Attraction was slated 
to go into Southern territory, but 
|rather than take a chance on 
| whether there is a draw there for 
| the drama, it was decided to first 
test out the pop price idea. 

Number one ‘Lincoln,’ with Ray- 
|mond Massey back in the lead, is 
| dated to open in Boston Oct. 23. 


| 


‘TWO MORE LEGIT TRYS 
INL. A; REVIVE ‘WIDOW’ 


| 

| Los Angeles, Sept. 26 

| Legit, after being dormant locally 
for past month, was partially re- 
| vived over last weekend wiih two 
| revival ventures making a bid for 
late summer patronage. Federal 
Music Project presented ‘The Merry 
| Widow’ 
with cast of around 100, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


under the 
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Sam Byrd, Broadway player and 
producer, has acquired stage and 
ecreen rights to ‘Address Unknown,’ 
which was first published in Short 
Story two years ago and later was 
syndicated. Story, in the form of 
letters between an American and a 
relative in Germany, was written by 
(Miss) Kressman Taylor. 

Dramatization for Byrd was done 
by David Sentner, International 
News Service correspondent. 


LTC’s 4 Shows 
Start Rehearsals; 
100 Weeks Booked 


The Legitimate Theatre Corpora- 
tion’s four attractions, which will be 
sent on a projected tour of one- 
nighters during the season, are now 
all in rehearsal, under stagers se- 
Jected by the original producers of 
the respective plays. Estimated that 
100 weeks have already been booked 
for the venture headed by Henry 
Oberfelder and Fortune’ Gallo, 
which means that each show will 
average 25 weeks and bookings are 
still progressing. 

The LTC attractions will break in 
at the Adams, Newark, the first play 
to go on being ‘What a Life’ next 
Monday (27). House was formerly 
called the Shubert and is now op- 
erated by Sam H. Grisman. 

Other LTC attractions will open 
there during the month. In one or 
two instances, there is a lapse be- 
tween the tryout date and the tour’s 
start, but Equity ruled that there 
can be no interruption of salaries 
once the shows open up. LTC is 
seeking other bookings to take up 
the intervals. 


Junior League Sponsoring 
Spokane, Sept. 26. 


soring four plays sent out by the 
Legitimate Theatre Corp. Within a 
week after tickets went on sale it 
was practically a sellout for the 2,- | 
251-seat Fox, controlled by the Ever- | 
green Theatres. Tickets were sold} 


8; Eva  LeGallienne in 
Jackie Coogan and Mary Brian in 
‘What a Life,’ 
rowed Time’ with Taylor Holmes 
land Tommy Lewis, March 29, 

Scale for tickets to all four ranges | 
from $3.15 to $10.50. Spokane has | 


| 


'sometimes less, for past six years. 


|No theatre but the Fox being avail- 
|able discourages most troupes. 


Can’t Escape ‘Lincoln 
Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Massey 
stage role in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
'Oct. 25 
Actor 
lowing completion 
coln’ Oct. 15. 


takes a short vacation fol- 
of the RKO ‘Lin- 


The Junior League here is spon- | 


on season basis for all four plays: | 
‘Golden Boy,’ with Eric Linden, Ber- | 
nice Claire and Robert Leonard, Dec. | 
‘Hedda | 
Gabler’ or ‘Master Builder,’ Jan. 19; | 


March 1, and ‘On Bor- | 


resumes his | 


Picture Cos. Set to Go on Legit 
| Financing Soon As Authors Agree 


at Hollywood Playhouse | 


Byrd's ‘Address Unknown’ League Signs TMAT Deal, Averting 


Bway Strike: Equity and IATSE 
Were Not in Favor of Walkout 


Stymied Another strike on Broadway was 
narrowly averted Friday (22) when 
th > and 


agents were prepared to walk eut in 
protest over a delay in securing an- 
other basic agreement with the pro- 
ducers. It was doubtful that the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers Union, sans the Treasu- 
ers, would have had the support of 
other theatre unions, but the League 
of New York Theatres signatured 
the pact late in the afternoon, fol- 
lowing a long session during which 
points in dispute were clarified. 
Know that Equity was not in faver 
of the TMAT strike and word wes 
sent to all legit players in current 
attractions to cross the picket line, 
if formed. Stagehands were re- 
ported taking similar precautions 


abs against the interference of perform- 
ances and the seceding boxoffice 
men were also told to stay on the 
job. Equity leaders stated that se 
jlong as the agreement with the 

24] |showmen was in the hands of the 
lawyers there appeared no_ valid 
ihe grounds that the _ treasurers 

_.,| group had gone over to the Inter- 

Way national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

aturday (23) at the Center, N. Y.,/ Employees. It was also contended 

it | Shubert, who caused a rumpus at 2 

gag é gs approximated | sessi leag 

$34,000, or more than $10,000 over | previous session between the league 
the previous week’s mark. 

big house, At $2.20 top, which was | who wanted to be heard, rather than 

| the reduced scale, possible capacity | actual wrangling 

was around $40,000. While earnings Principal 


reason for a walkout. 
TMAT, however, insisted that the 
pc that the League is dominated by the 
as a tragedy among professionals. | Shuberts, which other showmen de- 
‘and TMAT bargaining committee, 
| 

|}was absent. Lee Shubert was on 
Virtually all of the final eight per- 

| formances were sold out, with extra 

from the patriotic show’s operation | 
did not win back the cost of pro-| Principal issue was the demand 


house managers assembled at the 
offices of the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers 
union Friday afternoon (22) sub- 
ject to strike call. They were to 
have picketed legit theatres had 
the agreement with the pro- 
ducers not been signed. Several 
Jewish members present, how- 
ever, said they could not go into 
the picket line that evening be- 
cause it was the start of Yom 
Kippur. 

There was little discussion 
over the point and the peker 
game proceeded. 


|; League was stalling and that there 
| was an attempt by some producing 
managers to disrupt the union on 

There were continuous lines at the clared was not correct, although e 
boxoffice throughout the week and] chipert lawyer Milton Weinberger 
the gross topped Broadway for the|;. ajso counsel for the League. J. J. 
|hand, but made but a few quiet 

|comments. There was plenty of 
chairs spotted in certain parts of the |loud speaking, but mostly by those 


| 
} 
| 


duction, coin from the picture rights | that the union make provision for 
is said to have evened the budget. | new blood and that the way for ap- 
There were 247 persons on the! prentices be devised. TMATers 
stage during the big scenes, inclusive | present conceded the contention that 
of the parade bands, and that many | the union has among its membership 
| persons lost their jobs. Crew and | (Continued on page 52) 
| orchestra were also populous, but | 
were hardly affected, since the Cen- | 


ter will house the San Carlo Opera EDNA JAMES SUING 
;}seen maximum of one play a year, Co. for an 11-day date starting Wed- | | 


nesday (28). Reason for starting the | 

operatic attraction in the latter part | CHAPPELL FOR DIVORCE 
of the week is explained by the fact 
that five days were needed to move 
out the ‘Way’ production and the | 
stage put back in regulation usage. | 
‘Way’ 
have attempted to extend 


Delos Chappell, Denver showman, 
and his wife, professionally known 
management is said not to | @ Edna James, are divorcing. Lat- 

the date |ter filed application in a Colorado 
because of the booking contract held | town last week, alleging crue Ity. 
by Fortune Gallo for his opera Couple, who are socially prominent, 
troupe. were wed in 1920. They have two 

Colored swing version of ‘Midsum- | child ren, aged 16 and 12, and the 
mer Night’s Dream’ is slated for the | Wile seeks their custody. 
Center later in the fall. | Miss James was one of the young- 

icters in ‘The Betrothal,’ which Win- 
|throp Ames presented as a sequel} to 
\‘The Bluebird” While she made 
other occasional stage appearances, 
| she did not permit the theatre to in- 
|terfere with her socialite activities. 
Her husband had offices in New 


he has no definite production plans 
'for this season. 


| general direction of Julian Fowlkes | 


|and John Cousin, screen and mag 
writers, produced co-op version of 
‘Night Must Fall’ at Musart theatre. 


Latter features Howard Johnson 
| and Phyllis Cooper. Paul Anhalt di- 
| rected. ‘Widow’ is in for tentative 


two weeks, under 
Junior Chamber 


sic Foundation. 


‘Scandals’ for Film 


Three Stooges, appearing in ‘Scan- 
| dals,’ Alvin, N. Y., may leave the 
| George White revue at the end of 
| October. Although under a run- -of- 


A. | 
Stooges May Leave 


legit | the-play contract, there is a ores | 


house, is announced by new heune | elon permitting them to make one 


manager, M. D. (Doc) Howe. 
js for eight days starting Sept. 30. 
Colored troupe just closed 
weeks at San Francisco expo. 


Al Wilson continues as treasurer | 
at Met, with Frank McFarland on 


advertising. 


Date | picture in Hollywoou, 


‘jo being un- 


(der call by Columbia to report! 


seven | Nov. 6. 


Should the Stooges leave the cast 
| it’s expected their skits will be prin- 
| cipally handled by Willie and Eu- | 
i gene Howard. 


sponsorship of | 
of Commerce Mu- 
jlegit backing entered into in 1936, | 


| The new pact expected to 


back Hollywood financing of Broad- | 


{way stage production is still being 


'more than one picture concern is 
i‘ready to go’ as soon as the agree- 
ment is signatured, There is ‘a gen- 
leman’s agreement’ to desist from 
}when the major film companies 
walked out in protest over a new set 
of conditions imposed by the authors. 
There is no document covering that 
| move, nor any manner of forcing ad- 
herence. It would appear that those 
| picture people particularly favoring 
|resumption of relations with Broad- 
way regard the verbal deal with the 
other companies as being obsolete in 
light of the new pact huddles, though 
| they decline to specifically say so. 
A meeting was held with the coun- 


‘cil of the Dramatists Guiid by picture 
| that the coin comes from Hollywood, | of ‘Outward Bound,’ has been named 


| representatives last week, when it 
was possible to assemble only eight 
!of the authors’ controlling body. An- 
|other session is carded for Friday 
(29), when it is confidently expected 
that several points not ironed out 
|} will be mutually adjusted. Princi- 


bring | pally remaining to be settled are the 
|negotiated, but it is indicated that | 


| incorporated a 


| 


‘either side. 


| productions from the same Coast in- 


Chappell’s most recent effort was 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ which 
percentages the picture companies | drew press attention. The play was 
are to pay on the basis of the weekly |abandoned after dress rehearsals 
grosses. land the couple quarreled over that 

One Pic Coa. Ready |move. At her insistance, it was pre- 

One film office is known ito have|sented at the St. James, N. Y., where 
company for Ie git ; it had a sizable stay, but ended in 
although those |the red. Nearest to a success was 


| 


production purposes, 


!in charge are cagey in admitting such | his revival of ‘Camille’ with Lillian 


that the com-|Gish, attraction first being shown et 


activity. Explained 
prior to Broad- 


pany was formed in anticipation of | Central City, Col., 
the pact being soon entered into, | way. 
Same film concern frequently par-| Couple is reputedly wealthy. Miss 
ticipated in stage production pre-| James’ father was a western indus- 
viously and has been actively advo- | trialist. 
cating pact between the factions. 

A leading producer, who in the 
past received all the backing for his 


Coast Stage League 
Plans Cowl Revival 


terests, is believed to have already 
arranged for blanket financing of his Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

entire schedule this season. Show- Patricia O’Callaghan, recently seen 
man, however, refused to concede | here in Stage League’s presentation 


although he declared his attractions | assistant to Russell Lewis, director, 
were ‘entirely financed.’ Recent re-| by that group. Sherman Sanders 
port te the effect that a picture firm | will be stage manager, 

was ‘partially’ interested in a show Stage League plans a révival with 
now in rehearsal drew no denial from! Jane Cowl] as the second «f the win- 
fier series, 


| | 
| | 
j 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
( 
| A 
but they are now ciosed ani 
| 4 
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eischmann Donates $950,000 to 
World Arts, Ballet Russe Producer 


Julius Fleischmann, of the yeast! Fleischmann’s tremendous — philan- 
clan, has contributed a sum under- | thropies to a foreign company. They 
stood to be $250,000 to World Arts,| feel it makes it almost impossible 
Inc., producing company for the | for them to compete, Ballet com- 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe. Similar} panies, ordinarily, with a good 
gift to the ballet was passed out by | break, can just about come out even 
Fleischmann once before. He is ex- | on operating expenses. 
pected to arrive in New York from; Fleischmann coin, however, will 
his home in Cincinnati today help a good many American terp- 
(Wednesday) to make the formal) ers this year, particularly men. 
presentation of the coin, Many of the Ballet Russe’s stellar 


American ballets are burning at European figures have been called 


to their countries’ colors, or for 
other reasons are unable fo appear 
in America. Leonide Massine, Russe 
director, last week held auditions at 
the Met Opera House, N. Y., for 
American dancers 

American ballets are also squawk- 
ing about pressure on them from 
the American Guild of? 
Artists, to which dancers belong, 
while foreign ballets are not or- 
ganized. They claim AGMA is push- 


Musical ! 


ing up costs to such a degree that | 


it is necessary to curtail 
Ballet Caravan, which formerly had 
a tour before Christmas and an- 
other later in the winter, will com- 
press its sked into one fall trip. 


portion of the 


during the second 
lavot® by 


season to be granted a 


AGMA during the holiday period. | | 


1938-CELEBRATING 
OUR FIRST 


Messrs. Shubert. Harry Kaufman, Olsen and Johnson 


and the following 


Eddie Bartell 
Dorothy Thomas 
James Hollywood 
Sidney Gibson 
‘Sidney Chatton 


Barto and Manna 
Hal Sherman 
Walter Nilsson 
Crane Sisters 
Radio Rogues 


Ray Kinney Mary Barth 
Aloha Maids Sally Bond 
Charioteers Virginia Collins 
Theo. Hardeen Evelyn Deffon 
Starlings Claire Kaktin 


Reed, Dean and Reed 
Shirley Wayne 
Bergh and Moore 
Roberta and Ray 
Billy Adams 


Phyllis McBride 
Bobby Barry 

J. C. Olsen 
Henry Howe 
John Callahan 
Cyrel Roodney 
June Winters 
Catherine Johnson 
Dippy Diers 
Earl Robinson 
Alfred Hayes 
Paul Mann 
Stephen Weiss 
Mary Sutherland 
Joe Wong 

Helen Felix 
Helene Ecklund 
Evelyn Albright 
Kay Wilson 
Margaret Bacon 


| 
4.98 


CORDIALLY INVITE 


WALTER WINCHELL 


and His Colleagues of the 
CRITICS’ CIRCLE 
To Their First Anniversary Party Backstage 
After the 454th Performance This Eve- 
ning, Wednesday, Sept. 27, 1939 


Dawn Greenwood 
Blanche Poston 
Elaine Caruso 
Naomi Libby 
Madeline O'Hara 
Karl Lyna 
Phyllis Lake 
Evelyn Lauria 
Jean Beryl 
Regina Lewis 
Marjorie Conrad 
Renee Havel 
Margie Young 
Adolph Gudel 
William Chandie: 
Philip Johnson 
Fuzzy Leni« 
Frank Sheppard 
Ned Coupland 
Edward Duryes Dowling 
Harold Stern 
Edward A. Huns 
Abe Cohen 

Tom Green 
Dennis Murray 
Milton Stern 

Al Neves 

Ann (wardrobe mistress) 
and the entire 
Executive Sta® 


tours. | 


; ance at the Music Box, N. Y., last week. 


Bartlett’s Frisco Date 


‘operatic debut, Oct. 21, with the San 
|Francisco Opera Co. in 


St. Loo Aud. $26,000 


|; more than $26,000 during the fiscal 
| year of 1938-39, according to a report 


| This is the largest annual deficit in- | 


{las and New Orleans, and she has 
| big plans and the money to carry 


;Z00d music and concerts by noted 
artists, all out of her own pocket- | 
| book. 


Stuff—Lesit 


The Empire is claimed to be the only legit theatre on Broadway that is 
self-sustaining, regardless of the number of weeks the house is success- 
fully operated during the year. Most lucrative adjunct to the house itself 
is the store adjoining the entrance, occupied by a shoe concern which payg 
$50,000 annual rent. Idea of financially protecting the property was AL 
Hayman’s, who built the theatre and who, with his brother Alf, and Charles 
Frohman, headquartered in the offices upstairs, which also provide reve- 
nue. These showmen, all deceased, were prominent in the former Klaw & 
Erlanger ‘syndicate.” Property is owned by the Hayman heirs, with Lester 
Mvers the manager. 

Arthur Hammerstein, in building the Hammerstein theatre at 53d and 
Broadway, now used for broadcasts, erected an office building which was 


cork | fis ‘ arry the theatre lump in realty force i 
It can’t guarantee cast enough work | figured to more than carry the theatre, but a slump y forced him 


out. Fortune Gallo, too, built a theatre-office building, now called the 
New Yorker, nearby, and was similarly unfortunate. 


Though still billed in the Alvin, N. Y., program, Raymond Middleton is 
out of ‘Scandals.’ Baritone’s principal assignment, ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ which 
is the first act finale, is being handled by Craig Mathues, new to legit. 


' Mathues warbled at a Pennsylvania resort during the summer and, after 


auditioning, received a five-year contract from George White, 
producer. 

The Knight Sisters were out of the show last week, one having injured 
her shoulder so badly that it was placed in a plaster cast. Few changes 


have been made in the routine since the show's debut. 


revue's 


A sudden decision of Brock Pemberton not to tour ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ again, and a subsequent release of stock rights to Clare Boothe 
comedy, has brought switch in Pittsburgh Playhouse'’s opening plans and 
local community theatre will get under way Oct. 24 with ‘Kiss’ instead 
of ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ as previously announced. Fred Burleigh, who took 
over direction of South Shore Players at Cohasset, Mass., alone upon 
death of Alexander Dean, is back again for his third season as Playhouse’s 
director, landing a new contract with pay tilt as result of successful 1938-39, 


Alexander Woollcott attended the first performance at Hartford Satur- 
day (23) of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ the acting version of the pen 


| picture of himself, written by his pals, George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart. 


Former critic was to have played the lead, but elected instead to g0 on a 
lecture tour this fall, the part going to Monty Woolley. 

‘Dinner’ is a laugh show and was highly touted after a private perform. 
Attraction is currently in Boston, 
Due at the Music Box in two weeks. 


Julie Le Gallienne, 82-year-old mother of Eva, is due in New Yorke 
aboard the liner Manhattan and may remain for the duration of the war. 


_She translated a number of Ibsen plays in which her daughter appeared 


and up to departure from London, where she resides, was still actively 
doing newspaper work. She was wed to Richard Le Gallienne, author 
and poet. 


Louis B. Lurie, wealthy San Francisco realtor and showman. has been 
abed for about six weeks, recuperating from a heart ailment. Writing 
humorously to a friend in New York, he said that after three doctors 


' consulted, he expected his smoking allotment would be reduced to 20 
Cigars a day. 


Lurie is due east soon to rest indefinitely from business routine. 

Judith Abbott, 17, daughter of producer George Abbott. is recovering 
from an appendectomy at her home in Rochester, N. Y., after which she 
will enter the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York. She 
has changed her mind since two years ago, when she scorned a theatrical 


| Career, saying the theatre did not thrill her a bit. 


“AIDA” OPENS SEASON 
OCT. 14, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Sept. 26 
The fall season of the St. Louis 
Grand Opera Assn., a non-profit or- 
| ganization, will get under way Oct. 
14 with Verdi's ‘Aida’ as the first of 
five operas to be presented in the 
Municipal Auditorium opera house. 
Others to follow are ‘La Boheme,’ 
‘Pagliacci,’ first St. Louis presenta- 
tation of ‘Amelia Goes to the Ball’ 
and ‘Siegfried.’ Initial effort of the 

is assn. was made last spring. 

In the Red in °38-39 Management has that a 
St. Louis, Sept. 28. | guarantee fund has been obtained to 
The $7,000,000 Municipal Audito- | C°ver any deficit during the fall sea~ 
rium was operated at a deficit of ; 90" and that of next spring. Guare 
antors of the first try received back 


all but 8% of the $25,000 provided, 
made by James E. Darst. manazer,| it’s reported. The admish scale to 
y all performances will be scaled from 
$1 to $5. New York Met singers will 
be engaged for lead roles, namely 
Nino Martini, Bruna Castagna, Fred- 
erick Jagel, Carlo Morelli, Joha 


Marks Opera Debut 


Michael Bartlett, musical comedy 
and picture singer, will make his 


‘Don 
quale.’ He'll subsequenily 
‘Manon’ with the same outfit. 
He'll give his first New York re- 
cital in December at Town Hall. 


Pas- 


sing 


curred since the building was opened 
about 10 years ago. 


One of the reasons attributed by 
the Auditorium Commission for the 
red ink is the increased number of 
cuffo events held in the structure, 


— 
Qu 
| 


ENDOWES N.0. MUSIC 


Mrs. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 26 

Concert bookings, starting Oct. 23 
and running through April 8, are set 
for the English theatres. 

Those due for local appearances 
lare Bidu Sayao, Vronsky and Babin, 
Fritz Kreisler, Vladimir Horow1tz, 
Jooss Ballet, Rose Bampton and Nino 
Martini. Tickets for all six concerts 
go at $13.20 top. 


E. G. Rogers Paying All Ex- 


penses for Free Concerts 
New Orleans, Sept. 26. 
This city has a ‘fairy godmother.’ 
She is Mrs. Edgar G. Rogers, of Dal- 


them 


out. She is giving this city | 


No admish fee is charged. 
The concerts are being held in the 
Municipal auditorium. | 

‘Some people like to build hospi- 
tals, or churches, or schools to make | 
people happy,’ she says. ‘I myself | 


have donated to such causes. But I | 
think the world needs music, especi- | 
ally now.’ 


The first concert went on the) 
boards at the auditorium Sunday | 
(24), with Ole Windingstad, Nor- | 
wegian composer, directing a symph, 
with Paul van Katwijk, pianist, and | 
Philip Williams, violinist, as soloists. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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Heat Socks B.0.; Desert’ 
Revival 106, ‘Cavalcade $21,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 26. 
Summer returned to the Coast Glenda Brief Moment 


with # vengeance that sent the Poor 8G, Maplewood 


thermometer into record highs. 

a result nearly everything in town Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 26. 

took a crimping. Grosses at the ‘Brief Moment,’ with Glenda Far- 

‘Cavalcade of the Golden West’ and | rell, did not fare so well at the Ma- 

‘Folies Bergere,’ at the Fair, were! plewood last week, despite good 

hit especially hard. ‘Desert Song,’ | notices. 

being at Current le Nazimova in ‘Ghosts.’ 

ihe origina “oast cas eade 

Perry Askam, ended the first week, , Last 

fairly well. Brief Moment,’ Maplewood (1,940; 
Estimates for Last Week 25-$1}, Did under $3,000, poor, 

(REVIVAL) 


‘Desert Song,’ Curran (1st week) 1 
(1,770; $1.65). Revival okay. Rom- . 
berg operetta has been given an ex- er S 
cellent production. Take of $10,000 3 
$21.000 take for the week is still 

plenty on the profit side though 

gere’ is said to have a guarantee of | Chicago, Bept. 26. 

2 weeks at the Fair. Nut is around!) [Legit season is perking up. An- 


won't show much profit. 
Treasure Island d Se 
omedy Set, 
7. | 
guite a drop from recent levels. én 
‘Felies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
| other item has been set, with ‘No 
ROBT LOWE DIES: Time For Comedy’ dated into the 
° 


‘Cavalcade of the Golden West,’ 
torium (7th week) (3,300; 75¢c). An- | 
Harris for Nov, 6, following siay of 
EVIDENTLY SUICIDE. house starting Oct. 9. 
Last week, the John Barrymore 


Cavaleade (31st week) (7,000; $1.10). 

Show has a nut of around $9,000, so 

other big drop recorded last week. 

Takings in the nabe of $13,000. ‘Ber- | 
‘Tonight We Dance’ in the same 
| show, ‘My Dear Children,’ started | 


: | up again in the Selwyn after its sec- | 
Robert Lowe, 64, who had a long | ond layoff due to a Barrymore indis- 
end varied career on the legit stage, | position. On its most recent relight- 
was found in the kitchen of his home | ing the show was advertised as ‘last 
si Staten Island last Thursday (21)| weeks,’ but business boomed to such | 


with the gas jets of the stove turned | Proportions in a few days that the, 
last-weeks notice was withdrawn | 


on, suid ide being indicated. His last and a ‘fifth month’ tag substituted. 
engagements were with the WPA Daughters’ comes into 
theatre project and it is believed | the Grand on Monday (2) as the first | 
that he became despondent when! newcomer of the season and figures | 
the relief theatre was discontinued} for okay stay on advance press 
by Congress. buildup. 

Auditorium also. relights next 
week for nine davs of the San Carlo 
pop-priced opera, which always does 
well in the 4,000-seater, 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (19th 

week) (1,000; $2.75). Smacked home 


including | with healthy $13,000. 
Heaven. 


Legiier’s career dated back te the | 
roud company of ‘The Girl I Left 
Behind Me. In 1927 he appeared in 
‘Dear Me, followed by ‘Keep It to 
Yourseif. a George Broadhurst at- 
iraction. For five years he was with 
John Golden shows, 
‘Lightnin’’ and ‘Seventh 
Another appearance was with ‘The . 

Road ic Rome, also one or two The- Phil Reagan East 
atre Guild attractions, plus stock en- 


gagements in Washington and meee On Three-Way Deal 


} 


land. 
Younger actor named Robert | 
Lowe with Golden shows died a Hollywood, Sept. 26. 


OF Phil Regan motored east for guest 
| shot with Alka Seltzer in Chicago | 
| Jast night (Monday), proceeding to 
| Washington and New York for per- 


Kay Sutton Lands 
Role in ‘Du Barry’ “res due to start rehearsals in 


Y. Oct. 15 for ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady,’ which will co-star Ethel Mer- 
man and Bert Lahr. 


Future Plays 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 

Kav Sutton gets the femme heavy | 
role in the Buddy DeSylva musi- | 
cal, ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ to be! 
staged on Broadway this fall. Re- 
hearsals start Oct. 1. | 

She recently finished a role in the| ‘Satan's in the Pantry,’ comedy by 
Universal picture, ‘The Man from | Theodore Tiller, Jr, and Doty Ho- | 
Montreal.’ j; bart, has been bought by the Star- 
light theatre, strawhat at Pawling, 
N. Y. Starr West will direct and a 
Broadway preem is planned for 
around Thanksgiving. 

‘Reg'lar Genius.” comedy by Paul 
Byron, will be tried out at the Bar- 
| bizon-Plaza Playhouse, N. Y., Oct. 


Engagements 


Violet Heming. ‘Saturday night.’ 

Bert Lytell, Lief Erickson, Philip 
Ccolidge, ‘Margin for Error.’ 12-14. 

Leora Thatcher, “Tobacco Road.’ ‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick Crowley,’ 

Uta Hagen, ‘Key Largo.’ new play by Doran Hurley based 

Laurette Taylor. Florence Reed, | ypon his own novel, is tabbed as a 
Harry Ellerbe, Louis Hector, Morgan | November New York arrival on the 
Farley, Diana Barrymore, Reynolds | schedule of Hall Sheldon. Rehears- | 
Denniston, Henry Richards, Stephen | aj, expected to start within the com- | 
Courtleigh, ‘Outward Bound’ (road) | ing week. 

(complete cast) 

Eddie Dowling. Julie Haydon, 
Hortense Alden, Len Doyle, Curt 
Conway. Edward Andrews, Charles 
de Scheim, Reginald Beane, Nene 
Vibber, Martin Ritt, Houseley Ste- 
phens, Grover Burgess, William Ben- | his brother's fiancee until she pays 
dix, Katherine Raht, Michelette' 3 debt. The brother thinks she 
Burani, John O'Malley, Evelyn Gel- | rich and she thinks vice versa. With 
Jer, Randolph Wade. Dorothy Fran-/ disillusionment for both, Vallee 
cis, Mary Cheffey, Will Lee, Charles finally runs off with the gal (Natalie 
Henderson, Ben Ross, Carl Malden, ! Yall) and everybody's happy except 
Richard Benedict, Ross Bagdasarian, |the brother and the more critical of 
Loren Gaze, ‘The Time of Your Life’ | the audience, who wish it all might 
(complete cast), have occurred in act one. 

Patricia Waters to replace Dor-! The less-demanding celebrity-lov- 
otny McGuire in ‘My Dear Children.’ | ing townsfolk, it must be admitted. 


ae | gave Vallee a very substantial ova- 
INDPLS.’ BIG YEAR 


ition. even shouting for curtain 
Indianapolis, Sept. 26. 


Vallee Legiter 


Continued froyy page 48 


speech to which Vallee finally con- 
Bookings for October and Novem- | sented. It was the best bit of his 
ber give the English here the heavi- | performance. Rest. of the cust 
est fall schedule in years. Six seemed dragged down to his level. 
plays are siened up, according to|even Miss Hall, although her com- 
Vincent Burke, manager. paratively mature performance was 
House opens Oct. 26-28 with ‘I | standout. 
Married An Angel, followed on Oct.| Vallee did the play for a week et 
30-Nov. 1 with world premiere of the Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me.. 
Faul Muni in ‘Key Largo.’ ,during the summer. 


‘Comedy’ Stops 


‘No Time for Comedy’ ends a 
profitable engagement at the Barry- 
more, N. Y., Saturday (30), at which 
time it will have completed a run of 
24 weeks. Attraction, starring Kath- 
arine Cornell, is one of three shows 
with femme names which consider- 
ably strengthened Broadway’s list 
during the spring and summer, Oth- 
ers which are still playing are ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ with Katharine 
Hepburn, and ‘The Little Foxes,’ 
with Tallulah Bankhead. Trio was 


alluded to in agency circles as ‘the | 


three little maids.’ 

‘Comedy’ drew consistently good 
business, although there were slump 
periods. Attendance surged upward 
recently when the final weeks were 
announced and last week’s takings 


were quoted above $18,000. Play goes | 


on tour. 


NO TIME FOR COMEDY 

Opened April 17, 39. Opinions 
without exception were favor- 
able for this S. N. Behrman com- 
edy, starring Katharine Cornell. 
Atkinson (Times) termed it ‘a 
dainty, amusing delight.’ 

Variety (Ibee) declared ‘Broad- 
way can be said to be doing very 
well for World’s Fair visitors.’ 


TRYOUT OPENS 
HUB SEASON 


Boston, Sept. 26. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ the 


Moss Hart and George S. Kaufman | 


comedy, opened the new season here 


last night (Monday), coming in for | 
a two-week tryout before its Broad- | 


way showing. Advance calendar 
indicates a full early season for 
the Hub. 


Oct. 2 brings in ‘No Time for Com- 
edy,’ starring Katharine Cornell, and 
‘Too Many Girls,’ a new musical pre- 
sented by George Abbott, with book 
by George Marion, Jr., music and 
Ivrics by Rodgers and Hart. ‘The 
Time of Your Life,’ another new 
play, by William Saroyan, starring 
Eddie Dowling and Julie Haydon, 
is slated for Oct. 9, under the Thea- 
tre Guild banner. 


‘Abe Lincoln jin Illinois,’ with 


Raymond Massey: ‘Outward Bound,’ , 
‘Nice | 


with Laurette Taylor, and 
Goin,’ new musical by Ralph Rain- 
ger, Leo Robin- and 
Schwab, starring Bert Wheeler and 
Mary Martin, are due Oct. 23. Oct. 


'30 brings in another tryout, ‘Very | 


Warm for May,’ musical by Jerome 
Kern and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
presented by Max Gordon. On the 
same date ‘Hot Mikado,’ with Bill 
Robinson, and presented by Michael 
Todd, is penciled in. 

Two new ones are posted for Nov. 
13: ‘Key Largo,’ by Maxwell Ander- 
son, starring Paul Muni, the first 
new-season production by the Play- 
wrights’ Company; and ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady.’ musical by Cole Porter, 
B. G. DeSylva and Herbert Fields, 
co-starring Ethel Merman and Bert 
Lahr. 

‘Gas J.ight,’ play by Patrick Ham- 
ilton, given a strawhat tryout in 
Newport, may open here in Novem- 
ber. 


Laurence | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Nice Goin’’ Laurence 
Schwab and Courtney Burr. 

‘Farm of Three Echoes’—Ar- 
thur Hopkins and Victor Payne- 
Jennings. 


‘Three Sisters’—Surry Plavers. 


‘Hamlet’ (road) — Maurice 
Evans, 

‘Too Many Girls’—George Ab- 
bott. 


‘Very Warm for May’ — Mix 
Gordon. 

‘Time of Your Life’—Theatre 
Guild-Eddie Dowling. 

‘Margin for Error’ 
and Myers. 

‘Taming of the Shrew’-—Thee- 
tre Guild. 

‘Outward Beund’ 
William A. Brady. 

‘What a Life,” ‘The Master 
Builder, ‘Hedda Gabbler,’ ‘On 
Borrowed Time,’ ‘Golden Boy’ 
(roed) Legitimate Theatre 
Corp. 


Aldrich 


(road) — 


| Maplewood. 


at New Highs: ‘Way's’ Final 
Week Tops at 346, ‘Hellz’ $32,000, 
$26,500, ‘Paris’ $25,000 


‘Greeks’ OK 56, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Sept. 26. 

| Helen Twelvetrees Elaine 
Barrie got good hand in ‘Greeks Had 
| Word for It’ at Brighton theatre at 
| seashore last week. 

| Current is ‘Brief Moment’ with 
| Glenda Farrell. 

| Estimate for Last Week 

| ‘Greeks Had Werd For it,’ Brighton 
| (1,400; $1). Okay $5,000. 


Hayes- Ladies 
Hurdle Philly's 


Showmen and ticket brokers have 
their fingers crossed, hoping the 
further marked increase in Broad- 
way theatre attendance was not a 
temporary flareup and that it por- 
tends autumn prosperity when the 
new successes finally arrive in town. 

There were more new highs reg- 
istered by the limited number of at- 
tractions on the late September 
boards. Musicals distinctly had the 
advantage, but none contended with 
‘Hellzapoppin’s’ $32,000, although 
‘The American Way’ topped all in its 
final week with $34,000. Patriotic 
spectacle played to standing room at 
the concluding performances. 

‘Scandals’ moved up _ strongly 
with an accredited $26,500, while 
‘Streets of Paris’ was around $25,000 
and ‘Yokel Boy’ over $23,000, ‘Phila- 
| delphia Story’ let out another notch 
|to $21,500 and should hold the 
straight play leadership for some 


edy,’ which concludes at the Barry- 


| 

| | st 

e , time, even though several expected 
| Strong grossers are due to debut 
TTX, e y during October. ‘No Time for Com- 


| No question but that Philadelphia 


got off on the right for its new legit 
season. Initial show, ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ starring Helen Hayes, 
despite a somewhat tepid press, rang 
the bell just shy of $25,000 last week, 
its first at the Forrest. 

Next opening here is Monday night 
(2) at the same house. It is Maurice 
Evans’ uncut ‘Hamlet,’ limited to a 
| week. First two performances have 
| been sold to the Philadelphia Forum 
at a reported $2.500 a performance. 
Regular scale is $2.85 and mail order 
sale is reported very good, but with 
upstairs seats again getting the call. 

Locust lights Oct. 9 with ‘Outward 
Bound’ revival, first American Thea- 
tre Society subscription offering of 
the year. This house, instead of the 
Chestnut, will be the ATS home, the 


capacity being about 300 seats less. | 


Any big boxoffice offerings on ATS 
| program will go to Forrest, as be- 
fore. There have been no additional 
bookings announced since last week, 
with the Erlanger’s debut still un- 


'announced and not likely to occur | 


until date next month. 


‘Leave It to Me’ will be the city’s | 


musical, opening for two weeks at 
the Forrest Oct. 16, to be followed 
by ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ on the 
30th. Locust show to follow ‘Out- 
ward Bound’ not reported. ATS has 
officially included ‘Little Foxes’ as 
a later offering, with possibilities of 
the new Lunt-Fontanne vehicle, Wil- 
liam Saroyan’s ‘Time of Your Life’ 
and the Ethel Barrymore play, ‘Farm 
of the Echoes,’ although all of these 
have been mentioned as opening 
elsewhere. 


part to Helen Hayes’ draw, is expect- 
ed by many here to encourage book- 


a tryout on the calendar—a very un- 
usual state of things here. 
Estimate of the Week 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Forrest 
(Ist wk.) (2,000; $3.42). slightly 
short of $25,000, which, considering 


mild press is something to enthuse | 


over. Downstairs weaknesses up to 
end of the week held figure down 


NEW ABBOTT COMEDY OK 
$6,900 IN BALTO DEBUT 


Baltimore, Sept. 26 
Season opened here last week 
with a George Abbott pre-Broadway 
effort. ‘See My Lawyer,’ raising the 
curtain at the indie Maryland. Com- 
edy,. with Milton Berle and Teddy 
Hart heading cast, attracted a fzair- 


ish press and gate. No bookings 
currently, first effort of new Theatre 
Guild subscription season set to 
start with ‘The White Steed,’ at 


Ford's. Oct. 2. Listed to follow are 
‘Hamlet.’ with Ma*rice Evans, Oct. 
9. and ‘The Taming of the Shrew,’ 
with the Lunts, Oct. 23, both at 
Ford's 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘See My Lawyer,’ Maryland (1.551; 
$2.22). New Abbott effort by Rich- 
ard Maibaum and Harry Clork was 
fairly well received by crix and 
public, with $6,900 the count. 


‘Mice’ N.G. in Newark 


Newark, Sept. 26. 
At the new Adams (formerly the 
Shubert), ‘Of Mice and Men,’ with 
Guy Robertson, did not make out so 
well last week. Play had been pre- 
sented a few weeks before at the 
Current 


peat in this locality. 

At the  Papermill 
‘Flight Into China’ was held over, 
due to booking entanglements with 
| ZaSu Pitts in ‘Co-Ops and Robbers.’ 
Current show is Rudy Vallee in ‘Man 
in Possession.’ 


Big opening week biz of ‘Ladies,’ | 
although undoubtedly due in most} 


ings of new shows. So far there isn't | Maibaum and 


attraction is} 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ also a re- | 


Playhouse, | 


more this week, made the best ad- 
vance among the dramas, with over 
$18,000. “The Little Foxes’ climbed 
materially, too, and reached $12,000, 
its best mark in some time. 

While two premieres are carded 
for this week, there are none next 
| week, save for a revival of ‘They 
| Knew What They Wanted,’ at the 
| Empire. Week of Oct. 9, however, 
| should see the entrance of ‘The Man 
| Who Came to Dinner,’ Music Box; 
| ‘Skylark,’ Morosco, and ‘Three Sis- 
| ters,’ Longacre, the latter being a 
| Chekhov revival. ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ moves from the Plymouth 
| Monday (2) to the Adelphi, former 
to be dark about four weeks. 
| There are six new shows playing 
| tryout dates this week, being due 
Broadway during October or 
| early November. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois,’ Plymouth 
(50th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Went 
| up to $7,000 last week, okay; moves 
|to Adelphi next week with scale in 


larger capacity house reduced to 
$1.70 top. 
| ‘Hellzapoppin,” Winter Garden 


(54th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). As 
'much a riot as ever; may last 
| through second season; bettered $32.- 
000, over capacity; in high demand 
by agencies. 

| ‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(24th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Final 
week; then tours; over $18,000, an 
increase of more than $5,000 in two 
| weeks. 


| ‘Seandals,’ Alvin (5th week) (R- 


1,387; $4.40). Went up smartly again 
with takings approximating $26,500, 
its highest level yet; last four rows 
downstairs dropped to $3.30 to 
strengthen lower floor. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Biltmore (lst 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Presented by 
George Abbott; first straight new 
show of season, written by Richard 
Harry Clork; first 
called ‘Bright Shingles’: opens to- 
night (Wednesday ). 

‘Strawhat Revue,“ Ambassador 
(Ist week) (R-1,156; $3.30). Was 
shown in’ Bushkill, Pa., recently: 
skits by Max Liebman: songs by 
James Skelton and Sylvia. Fine; 
presented by the Shuberts; post- 
poned until Friday (29). 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (15th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Up in the 
big money after climbing during the 
month; revue’s takings last week 
rated over $25,000. 

‘The Little Foxes.’ National (33d 
week) (D-1.163; $3.30). One of last 
winter’s standouts, it jumped and is 
exnected to stick: rated around $12.,- 
000. 

‘The Philadelphia Store’ Shubert 
(27th week) (C-1.367: $3.30). Again 
improved and seat sale extends into 
Necember: grosses quoted over $21,- 
500 for last week: nearly $°,000 bet- 
ter than the previous one. 

‘Tobacco Read,” Forrest (303d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Operating 
on narrow margin, but road com- 
pany continues to goodly profit; av- 
erave $4,000 and sometimes more. 

‘Yoke! Bey,’ Maiestic (13th week) 
(R-1,107: £3.30) Went up further, 
heing rated over $23,000 for the first 
time: possibility through fall: now 
turning goodly op*rating profit. 

ADDED 

‘Pins end NeePlec, Windsor (95th 
week) (R-981: $1.65). Nearing sec- 
ond year’s mark: half dozen new 
numbers going into unionists’ inti- 
revite. which approximates 
profiteble £6000 weekly gross. 

‘Jecrney’s End,’ Empire. Second 
end final weel: next revivol, ‘They 
Knew Wheat Thev Wanted,’ next 
week: around $4,500; houce guaran- 
teed, 

KIEL RE-ELECTED 
Si. Louis, Sept. 26. 

Ex-Mayor Henry W. Kiel last week 
was re-elected p:ez of the St. Louis 
Municip2] Theo’re Assn., soonsor of 
12 weeks of light opera, eic., in the 
Forest Park alfresco theaire. 


| 
| 
| | 
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Plays Out 


The Man Who Came To 


Dinner 
Hartford. Sept. 23 


Comedy in three acts 


Moss Hart and George S. Kaufma pre 
6cviited by Sam H. Harris; staged b Saute 
man; seng, Cole Porter; t he Wu 
Memorial, Hartford, Sept 23 $2.75 
top. 
Mrs. Ernest W. Stanley. 

Richard Stanley......... M 
Mrs. McCutcheon... a N 
i ze Le 
Sheridan Whiteside....... -Monry 
Bert Theodore Newton 
.Haro'd W 
Lorraine Sheldon,.........-- Caro vodnet 
Beverly Carlton... Jobin Ho ] 
Edward h 


With the reputation of playwrights 
Moss Hart and George G. Kauiman 
behind it, ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ which preemed at the Bush- 
nell here tonight (Saturday), should 
be strong b.o. once it has been tight- 
ened up. Overboard on sex dialog, 
the comedy seems destined for the 
censorial scissors in Boston, where 
the play opens for two weeks on 
Monday (25). 

Comedy is a not-too-gentle lam- 
pooning of Alexander Woollcott, for 
whom the play was originally in- 


tended as a starring vehicle, in lay- 
ing down the moral, ‘Don’t meddle 
‘in other people's business.’ Harpo 
Marx, Noel Coward and Gertrude 
Lawrence are also caricatured. 


Play deals with the forcible in- 
validation of Sheridan Whiteside 
(Monty Woolley), a world-famed 


lecturer, in the home of an Ohio 
family after he has slipped on the 
icy sidewalk in front of their home. 
Laid up among strangers, Whiteside 
thinks nothing of taking over their 
home, commandeering their facili- 
ties and raising general havoc. 


Whiteside repeoples the house 


with zanies from his surrealist world | 


into everybody 


and puts his nose 
A love atfair de- 


else's private biz. 


velops between hard-boiled, 
cynical secretary (Edith Atwater) 
and the town’s Horace Greeley 


(Theodore Newton). 
situations result when Whiteside 
tries to break up their romance and 
oractically succeeds. 
the home after an injunction 
been obtained against him, he leaves, 


a redeemed man, only to slip on the | 


icy walk again, to return where he 
started. 


Throughout the comedy Hart and | 


Kaufman inserted several 
minor characters that are reminis- 


cent of Woollcott’s friends. Others 
are referred to. 
Too much time is spent in the 


first act in developing the character 
of Whiteside as a roue. Act is con- 
siderably slowed up and is saved 
only by the comic, sexy dialog, mostly 
from Whiteside. Meat of the entire 
play is in the second act, in which 
radio technic is introduced through 
'a remote Christmas broadcast by 
Whiteside from the home of the 
| family. Third act moves back to the 
,;sex dialog and introduces a con- 


Several comic | 


Ejected from | 
has | 


temporary version of Tolstoy's ‘Re- 
demption,’ with the change in heart 
by Whiteside. Several loose ends in 
this act remain to be strung together, 
others to be eliminated. Curtain and 
direction of the second act are su- 
perb. 

| Play marks a comeback for Wool- 
His impersonation of Woollcott 
‘is extremely well done. Miss At- 
| water also stands out, as do Newton, 


David Burns, John Hoysradt, Carol | 


Goodner and Joseph Macauley. Cole 
Porter has written a son especially 
for Hovsradt, alumnus of Yale and 
New York's class niteries. Eck. 


| 


TONIGHT WE DANCE 


| Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 23. 
| Comedy in three acts by Marcella Burke 
and Gladys Unger; presented by tha Shu- 
| berts; staged by Auriol Tee; settings, 
Stewart Cheney; at Auditorium, Rochester, 


N. ¥.. Aug. 3, 
; Upton Van Bark..........Lyster Chambers 
‘Jimmy Roland 
Ramona Chatterton 
| Bernard De Brissac.........Marcel Journet 


Mickey Davis...........-.-Robert Wallsten 


= 


Crane .... Thomas tlune 


This play opens the legi season in 
Rochester and appears to have what 
{it takes. An abundance of wise- 
| cracks, a general theme, a couple of 
| situations that'll cause talk and an 
'excellent cast put it over despite 
obvious need of polishing and speed- 
ing up in spots, 

(Comedy, reviewed in Variety July 

24 last at the Theatre-by-the-Sea 
| strawhat, Matunuck, R. IL, was then 
| favorably received, but showed need 
for refurbishing. Its most recent 
title had been ‘You Can't Eat Goild- 
‘fish. Of the original cast, Ruth 
Chatterton, star, and a couple of 
supporting players were in the origi- 


nal production. Miss Chatterton is 
said to be presenting the comedy in 
association with the Shuberts.) 

Ruth Chatterton was handicapped 
opening night by a cold that nearly 
had her on the ropes. She improved 
as the action gathered momentum 
}and gave an adequate, if not in- 
| spired, performance. She got a big 
| hand from a fair-sized and friendly 
| audience. 

Her three children in the play. 
Jimmie Roland, Tina Thayer and 


|Shirley Poirer, are given plenty of | 


| opportunities, and they walked off 
|; With a large share of the honors. 
| Barry Thompson scores as the hus- 
| band Chis original part), and so does 
Lila Lee as the other woman, a role 
|handled in the summer production 
| by Katherine Warren. 


| Action all takes place in the guest 


; house of the Flack ranch, near Santa | 


| Barbara. Bill Flack (Thompson) 
has lost his fortune betting on the 
| horses, the family 


mie Roland) is fired out of private 
school for getting the kids to form 


girls are sent home for lack of funds. 
De Brissac (Marcel Journet), 
wealthy musician, is making a play 
for Ramona (Miss Chatterton), and 
fed up with the difficulties, she goes 
to Reno and gets a divorce. 


Meanwhile, the wealthy Mrs. Kings- 
bury-Cole (Miss Lee) has offered 
Bill a half interest in her racing 
stable, and considerably more than 
a half interest in herself. Bill fs 
still at home guarding the children 
when Ramona returns with her 
brand new divorce. He intends to 
leave at once, but dallies. They 
share a bottle of wine and discover 
a few smouldering coals remain in 
the ashes of their romance. 

The Ramona character is pretty 
dumb and unstable at times, leaving 
t'e play too disjointed, but a light 


is swamped by | 
bills and attachments, Cappy (Jim- | 


a pool to bet on a horse, and the | 


De Brissac flies her back, they | 
are delayed, and he _ begs her 
to meet him in South America. 


DAISY 


DREAM COMES TRUE 
THE ROAD COMES BACK, 


The Legitimate Theatre Corporation of America 


FORTUNE GALLO, Chairman ARTHUR M. OBERFELDER, Presiden] 


PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 


The New York Critics’? Prize Winner 
ON BORROWED TIME 
Starring 
| TAYLOR HOLMES 
With 


BRANDON PETERS—TOMMY LEWIS 
WILMA FRANCIS—KATHERINE COMEGYS 


BELMORE 


Opening Stanley Theatre, Utica, N. Y., Oct. 17 


Odet’s Th 


rilling Drama 


GOLDEN BOY 


Starring 


ERIC LINDEN—BERNICE CLAIRE 


With 


ROBERT LEONARD and SUZANNE CAUBAYE 


Opening Lyric Theatre, Richmond, Va., Oct. 13 


The formation of a national circuit comprising 150 cities 
from Coast to Coast presenting the original New York 
productions with stellar casts of 4 Broadway stage hits. 


“One of the First Ladies of the Theatre” 


EVA LeGALLIENNE 
With 
EARLE LARIMORE 
MATTHEW SMITH—JAMES SPOTTSWOOD in 


HEDDA GABLER 


and 
THE MASTER BUILDER 
Opening Albee Theatre, Providence, Oct. 23 


“The Riotous Comedy of Your Youth” 


“WHAT A LIFE” 


Starring 
JACKIE COOGAN 
With 
FRANK McGLYNN—JOSEPHINE DUNN 


CYRILLA 


Opening Wilson Theatre, Detroit, Oct. 9 


By arrangement with the original producers, Dwight Deere Wiman, George Abbott and The Group Theatre of 
New York to whom we extend our thanks for their splendid cooperation and to Eva LeGallienne for her 
contributions to this enterprise. 


ALL ROUTES SOLIDLY BOOKED 


WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS—SEASON 1940-1941 


ADDRESS 


LEGITIMATE THEATRE CORPORATION AMERICA 


1697 Broadway, New York City 


DORNE 


touch glosses over some of the rouch 
_spots. Laughs crackle fast toward 
‘the close with obviously naughty 
situations and the children popping 
|in at inopportune ‘moments. Disap- 
|proval of adolescent Nancy, primly 
reminding her parents they are n» 
| longer married, after the divorce, is 
capitally done. Most -f the swear- 
|ing seems unnecessary and in bad 
taste. Too, there's room for cutting 
;and better handling of some of the 
material, Cord. 


League—TMAT 


Continued from page 49 


/}a number of house, company man- 
agers and agents who are virtually 
useless. That apprentices will be 
provided for was indicated and the 
matter will be further negotiated. 
Union group, however, saw in the 
suggestion a move whereby young 
emp!oyees would be engaged under 
the seale. There will be a limit to 
the number of apprentices who may 
be taken on by each showman. 
Stated that the delay in getting 
the agreement in completed form 
was caused by the involved phrasing 
of clauses by Gustav Gerber, at- 
torney for TMAT, and Weinberger. 
The pact is aimed for a three-year 
| period, but changes in scales and 
|} working conditions may be nego- 
| tiated at the end of one year. Most 
of the union's revisions asked for 
during the summer were dropped, 
‘but one increase was granted. Press 
agents who go in advance of new 
shows will receive $175 weekly, an 
/increase of $25. The boost applies 
for the first six weeks, should the 
| shows remain out of town that long. 
Regular scale of $150 applies other- 
Wise. 
| Will Include Treasurers 
| If the treasurers group returns to 
| TMAT it will be included in the ex- 
‘tended pact. Fact that they joined 
| up with IATSE brought up discus- 
|sion on the ‘ice’ prohibition and 
‘that clause was dropped entirely. 
Pointed out that company and house 
/managers are not permitted to ac- 
‘cept agency gratuities and there is 
| provision in the pact whereby those 
| detected entering into such activities 
may be dismissed. 
| In addition to Gerber, the TMAT 
/ committee included Saul Abraham, 
‘Louis F. Werba, Morris Jacobs 
'Howard Herrick, Oliver Sayler, 
!Richard Maney, Enklowiltz. 
An ‘ultimatum’ had been sent the 
| League and members of TMAT were 
informed that the union would pro- 
| ceed to ‘protect its rights,’ after ‘con- 
/tinued delays and unwarranted con- 
duct of the League of New York 
Theatres in refusing to execute for- 
imal and written agreement con- 
| firming understandings heretofore 
| ...after long and protracted discus- 
| sions...notice has been sent to the 
| League that the agreement will have 
to be signed not later than noon 
| Sept. 22,’ otherwise there would be 
'a stoppage of work. Company and 
house managers, also press agents, 
' were summoned by telegram to the 
union quarters during the afternoon, 
but the agreement was not cot- 
icluded until after six o’clock. 


‘Mpls. Symph Seeks 34G 
For $130,000 Guaranteed 


Minneapolis, Sept. 28 
Campaign is under way here to 
raise $34,000 by private subscription 
to complete the $130,000 guarantee 
fund necessary to insure the success 
of the Minneapolis Symph season. 
Season starts Oct. 27. There wiil 
be 18 concerts, two more than any 
previous season, in the Northrop Au- 

|ditorium, the organization’s home. 


MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 10) 


body’s Hobby’ (WB) (2d wk). Looks 
ee Snir $4,500 after good $6,100 last 
week, 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60) — 
| ‘Stanley’ (20th) (3d wk). Not going 
/so well this week, with probable 
| $3,000 in sight after so-so $4,000 last 
| week, 
| Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
| ‘Angels Faces’ (WB) and ‘Torchy’ 
.(WB). Dead End Kids pacing for 
I nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Sherlock 
| Holmes’ (20th) and ‘Stop, Look, Lis- 

(20th), below expectations at 


| ten’ 
| $2,800. 

| Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Have Music’ (UA) (2d wk). Slip- 
| ping, with feeble $2,000 in sight 
_aiter disappointing $3,400 last weels. 
| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
| (600; 25-50)—‘Louise’ (3d wk). Still 
| going well, with handsome $3,000 
likely. Last week beat first week at 
| $3.600. 

| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
| 34) — ‘La Rue sans Joie’ and ‘Je 
| Chante.’ Excellent $5,500 looks 
probable. Last week, ‘J’etais une 


; Aventuriere’ and ‘Le Petit Chemin,’ 


i very good $5,000. 
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Gassner’s ‘2@ Best Plays’ 
Book publishers’ lists made up for 


the fall contain more than the aver-| 


age number of tomes on the theatre 
and allied arts. 

Besides published plays, 
from various publishers, Crown 
Publishers will bring out ‘20 Best 
Plays of the Modern American The- 
atre,’ edited by John Gassner. Jo- 
seph Wood Krutch has written “The 
American Drama Since 1918,’ an in- 
formal history, which Random 
House will publish. Burns Mantle’s 
annual, ‘The Best Plays of 1938-39,’ 
will be sponsored, as usual, by Dodd, 
Mead. 

‘Forty-Five Minutes Past Eight,’ 
by Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun 
drama crick, an account of numer- 
ous personalities in the theatre, is 
to be published by the Dial Press. 
The 11th volume of C. D. Odell’s 
‘Annals of the New York Stage,’ 
covering the period from 1879 to 
1882, will bear the imprint of the 
Columbia University Press. Odell is 
the Columbia drama prof. 

A study of recent plays, ‘Today in 
American Drama,’ by Frank Hur- 
burt O'Hara, is to be published by 
the U. of Chicago Press. Crown 
Publishers is also to bring out Ber- 
nard Sobel’s ‘The Theatre Encylo- 
pedia,’ which, among a store of info, 
will include the synopses of nearly 
1,000 plays. 

Harcourt, Brace will sponsor a his- 
tory of American jazz entitled ‘Jazz- 
men,’ written by Frederick Ramsey, 
Jr., and Charles Edward Smith. And 
‘America at the Movies,’ a discussion 
of the influence of the films, by Mar- 
garet Thorp, is to be published by 
Yale University Press. 


Hillman Teps Collier's War Staff 


Staff for Collier's European war 
coverage to be headed by William 
Hillman, and to include W. B. Court- 
ney and Frank Gervasi. Courtney, 
who sailed from N. Y. last week, 
will make his headquarters in Ger- 
many for the time being, and Ger- 
vasi will cover the Allied side. Hill- 
man will be in general charge of 


Collier's foreign service, with head- | 


quarters in London. 

Trio has had long foreign news- 
paper experience. Hillman is a for- 
mer general European news man- 
ager for International News Service: 
Courtney, an associate ed of Col- 
lier’s for some years, covered the 
Ethiopia, Spain and China conflicts 
jor that mag. and Gervasi has been 
with the Associated Press, Universal 
Service and INS abroad. 

In addition to the three, Collier's 
has also arranged for a series of 
pieces by Winston Churchill. 

Charles Wertenbaker, former ed- 
itor of the press section and more 
recently on the war desk of Time, 
mag, will go to Europe to cover the 
conflict for the mag in a couple of 
weeks. He will have a roving as- 
signment, but will concentrate prin- 
cipally in England and France. 


Cooperative Newspaper 
A cooperative newspaper has been 
Jaunched in Fitchburg, Mass. It’s the 


Fitchburg Star, a twice-weekly, and | 
represents the culmination of an idea | 
newspaper- | 


by Hugh V. Knox, vet 
man. 

Some time ago Knox had occasion 
to do a new piece on the cooperative 
movement of the Finnish colony in 
Fitchburg. Got the idea that a news- 
paper might be operated on the same 
basis and sounded out opinion. 
ficient enthusiasm 


Suf- | 
was exhibited to | 


mentator. Most of the features of 
Scribner’s will go into The Com- 
mentator starting with the Novem- 
| ber issue. At the same time The 
Commentator will take on a large- 
sized format. 


| 
| Francis R. Bellamy, former ex- 
| ecutive editor of The New Yorker, 
| willl be editorial director and gen- 
| eral manager of the combined mags, 
| with Harrison Smith and Joseph 
| Hilton Smyth, and Lowell Thomas 
advisory editors. Smith and 

| 

| 


Smyth operate a number of period- | 


icals of their own. Thomas has been 


an advisory editor of The Commen- | 


tator since that mag’s inception. 


None of the staff of Scribner's 
goes along in the purchase, Harlan 
Logan and his aides having found 
jobs elsewhere. 


Brazil’s English Languager 


Brazil has its first English-lan- 
gauge newspaper, The News, pub- 
lication of which has been begun in 


American, 


had extensive newspuper experience 
in the U.S., was last with La Nacion, 
Spanish-language paper, in Buenos 
Aires, 


NEW PERIODICALS 


Future Fiction, fantasy story mag, 
is being prepared by Blue Ribbon 
Magazines. Will be a companion 
periodical to same publisher's Sci- 
ence Fiction. Louis Silberkleit edit- 
ing. 

The Veice for Human Rights, }ib- 
eral monthly in tab newspaper form. 
Sponsored by The Committee. of 
Catholics for Human Rights, with its 
chief object to fight anti-Semitism. 


Seuth Seas Stories will be added 
to the Ziff-Davis Publishing Co. chain 
in November. Type of mag. indi- 
cated by the title. Jerry K. Wester- 
feld editing. 


LITERATI OBITS 


Walter Leach, 60, managing editor 
| of the Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) Sunday 
| Courier, died Sept. 18. Beginning 
| newspaper work on the old Brook- 
(N.Y.) Times, he went to 
| Poughkeepsie as a reporter on the 
Star. He later became city editor 
of the Poughkeepsie Enterprise and 
was city editor of the Sunday 
| Courier before rising to m.e. 


George F. Delacorte, 22, 
| George T. Delacorte, Jr., head of the 
| Dell Publishing Co., was killed Sept. 
16 in Hartsville, S. C., by a hit-run 
driver while on a bicycle tour of the 
South. Younger Delacorte had been 
| employed by his father as editor of 
a number of humorous mags issued 
i by Dell. 


| H. Howard Gould, 56, prominent 
|Boston newspaperman, died Sept. 
18. Entered newspaper work efter 
iserving for a time with Little, 
Brown & Co., book publishers. and 
had been city editor of the Boston 
Traveler, managing editor of the 
Record and assistant Sunday editor 
of the Herald. 


Joseph Hawley Chapin, 69. art edi- 


|died Friday (22) at his home in 


Westport, Conn. 


War On Co-op 


Continued from page 3 


enable him to get the project under | 


way. 

Under the conditions 
vertisers will share profits equally. 
Stockholders have onlv one vote 
each, reevardless of the number of 
shares held. 


‘Eseape Literature’ 


With non-fiction virtually a 
quantity on their fall and winter 
lists, publishers are looking for a 
swing back to the imaginary happy- 
ending stuff very soon. Ever since 
the Munich pact, most stories turned 
out have been serious works with a 
factual basis. It is deemed almost 
lime now, with the world so _ tur- 
moiled, for a return to ‘escape liter- 
ature.’ 

Tracing the cycle, 
that before the first European war 
fiction was by far the big thing. 
After the war, non-fiction began to 
catch up and held an even pace with 
the lighter stuff. while in the past 
year there has been comparatively 
litile in the Cinderella vein. 


minus 


pubs declare 


Takes Over Scribner Mag 


Assets of Scribner's Magazine, 
which suspended last May, have 


been acquired by Charles S. Payson, 
Owner and publisher ef The Com- 


of the co- 
operative paper. stockholders and ad- | 


lall distribs. The exchange booker 
becomes of increasing 
also, because of the efforts he must 
now make to get the best dates on 
available product, keep film on re- 
lease moving without delay so that 
revenue is moved more rapidly, and 
try to get exhibs on his company’s 
books to agree to the maximum 
time. Among contract terms of dis- 


is to play two to four days, or per- 
haps five to seven. The number of 
Gays the film eventually gets is 


| something that’s decided when it is | 
| 


ready to be dated. A greater 
ingness on the part of both distrib 
and exhib to deal as confreres for 
the best benefit of both is among 


the hopes virtually everyone in the) 


industry nourishes at the present 


time. 


somewhat 
because 


theatres are in a 
position than others 


own 
sater 


' they can stretch a point plenty when | 


| it comes to digging for more revenue, 
| whether it is the theatre that gets 

the most of it or the distributor. 

Paramount is in an exceedingly 

promising position in this respect, 
| having three times as many thea- 
| tres in its vast exhibition setup as 
any of the others. Metro, 20ih-Fox, 
'RKO and Warner Bros. are the 
} others with theatres of their own. 


,Rio de Janeiro by Ralph Ross, an | 


New daily is a tab. Ross, who's | 


son of | 


tor of Scribner’s Magazine for years, | 


importance, 


tribs are agreements that a picture} 


Producer-distributors having their | 


| CHATTER 


William C. Lengel back at office | 


| after some illness. 
| Miriam Lundy, the columnist, has 


done a book on ‘Writing Up the 


| News. 


| Century for three books, two of 


| them fiction. 


| Julian Street pacted by Appleton- | 


| Lewis Lodin the new editor of the | 


American Gentleman, succeeding | 
B. F. Bingham. 
Dana Chambers, who authors 


| Albert Leffingwell. 

| New. stuff on Houdini 
| Wilstach’s piece on ‘Original-In-And- 
Outer’ in October Coronet. 
now publishing fiction, too, under 
their Harrison-Hilton imprint. 

Ingrid and Paul d’Aulaire, the 
| book collabers, home in N.Y. after 
an extended European journey. 

Benny Bartlett doing a series on 
moppet activities in Hollywood for 
ithe Boy Scout mag, Boy’s Life. 
| A. B. Cunningham, the whodunit 
'scribbler, used to do a bit of preach- 
_ing. His dad was a Baptist sermon- 


i ist. 


ent whereabouts as Finland, having 
managed to safely quit the 


| zone. 


| Whittlesey. 
Florence Ryerson and Colin Clem- 


stage play, ‘June Mad,’ to Samuel 
French, Inc. 

James Agee, the Fortune 
writer, has done a book on his re- 
cent Alabama trek, and has placed it 
with Harper's. 

Florence Ward, who does the ‘First 
Nighter’ program on the radio, will 
| have a novel, ‘Dalesacres,’ published 
' by Dutton soon. 

Sterling North, literary crick of 
ithe Chicago Daily News, will have a 
‘Seven Against the Years,’ 
‘published next month. 

Elaine Sterne Carrington, the ra- 
'die author, will have a volume of 


those Jim Steele whodunits, is really | upset the prognosticators much too 


often. 
in John 


Ready or not, here it is!’ The 1939 


inter-collegiate gridiron 


known. 
tn the nation and many a so-called 
underdog will rise on his hind legs to 


lections comprising the outstanding 


games of the country: 


Harrison Smith and Joseph Smyth | 


Mapnhattan-Holy Cross 
The Kelly greens of Manhattan are 


progressing nicely under the tutelage 
of Herb Kopf, but they do not have 


the all-around power and ability of 
the Crusaders. The Cross lost 
Osmanski but a veteran line paced 
by Cahill’s pitching arm, spells vie- 
tory. 
Georgetown-Temple 

Pop Warner has said farewell to 

Temple and so has his double wing- 


| Maurice Hindus reports his pres- | 

| war | 
| William A. H. Birnie, assistant edi- | 


‘tor of the American Magazine, a_ 
newlywed. Bride is the former Jean 


ents sold the book rights to their. 


staff | 


| 


| 
| 


campaign | 
bids fair to be one of the most spec- | 
tacular seasons the game has ever | 
There are few standouts in | 


Here are our first week's se- | 


By Dick Fishell 


portant, Dr. Jack Sutherland has 
taken his departure. Washington 
never lived up to expectations last 
fall, but they have many veterans 
back, they’re playing in their own 
| back yard and that will make the 
| difference, It’s the Washington 
Huskies. 


Texas Christian—U. C. L. A. 


Initials don’t have too much in the 
way of material. Texas Christian 
| has lost Davey O'Brien, I. B. Hale 
|; and Ki Aldrich, but Dutch Meyer is 
| depending on the tossing arm of 
Jack Odle to keep the Hornfrogs at 
the top of the heap. Texas Chris- 
tian by one touchdown. 


Oregon—Southern California 
The Rose Bowl champions are 
aiming to repeat, with a good, tough 
Oregon eleven attempting to make 
| it difficult. Southern Cal has more 


Stanford-Oregon State ... 


Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 


(September 30) 


By DICK FISHELL 


GAMES WINNER ODDS 
Manhattan—Hely Cross .......... 3/1 
Nebraska—Indiana ............... BSS 
Texas Christian—U. C. L. A. ....Texas Christian .............. W/5 
Purdue—Notre Dame ............Notre Dame ,................ 2/1 
Pittsburgh—Washington ......... Washington .................. 8/5 

Even 


her short stories brought out this | 
winter by Julian Messner. 

| Although editor for Knopf, Ber- | 


nard L. Smith is having his book, 
|*Forces in American Criticism,’ pub- 
| lished by Harcourt, Brace. 


ito prepare ‘The Nazarene.’ which 
Putnam's brings out soon. He's had 
a number of novels published be- 
| tween. 

George Palmer Putnam, now set as 
a book publisher 
| bring out ‘An Apple a Day,’ a novel 
| about the picture colony, by Howard 
Wilson. 

Noel Coward trying his hand at 


fiction, having completed seven short | ekeing out a win. 
Hamilton, and the Violets are never | 
NYC has} 
Red | 


pub- 
within 


stories which his American 
lisher, Doubleday, will put 
book covers. 

Burton Stevenson, who's edited 
‘The Home Book of Verse’ and 
‘Home Book of Quotations,’ has writ- 
ten a whodunit which Dodd, Mead 
| will publish. 
| Memoirs of Frederic William Wile, 
former newspaper correspondent 
and now radio commentator, appear 
Oct. 2 under the title of ‘News Is 
| Where You Find It.’ 

To mark the 25th anni of the es- 
|tablishment of his book-publishing 
house, Alfred A. Knopf is establish- 
ing three literary fellowships to aid 
talented book scribblers. 

Biog booklet about Somerset 
Maugham being prepared by 
his American publisher, Doubleday 
Doran. Will contain a critical ap- 
preciation by Richard Aldington. 

Lincoln O’Brien, executive editor 
and a director of the Boston Tran- 
script, has stepped out. 
Hoag, Transcript managing 
has been named O'Brien's succe 

Jo Ranson, radio ed of Brooklyn 
Eagle, and Dick Dorrance, of WOR 
ipress department, sold American 
Mercury a piece tagged ‘You Can't 
Sing That!’, dealing with radio's ef- 
forts tc clear up Tin Pat Alley 
tunes. 

Thomas G. Ford, vet newspaver- 
man and former city editor of the 
Knickerbocker Press (Albany), has 
been promoted from assistant di- 
rector to director of information in 
the upstate N. Y. WPA. He suc- 
ceeds the late William B. Osborne. 
| After more than three-quarters of 
a century as mag publishers, Street 
& Smith is putiing its name onto one 
of its pubs as an integral part of the 
periodical’s title. Publishers chang- 
ing the title of its Crime Busters 
Magazine to Sireet & Smith Mystery 
| Magazine. 
| J. M. West, Sr., Houston oil man 
and rancher, has purchased the Aus- 
jtin (Texas) Dispatch and will take 
over its 


editor, 
sor. 


direction on Oct. 1. He}! 


| back system. 


better advantage in a more modern 


Took Sholem Asch nearly 30 vears | 


in Hollywood, to | 


Alden B. | 


‘plans to reorganize the staff and’ 
change the name of the paper to. 


;the Austin Daily Tribune. 


offensive play. Georgetown is the 
favorite here, but the loss of its one- 
man ball club in Joe Mellendeck is 
more than a serious setback. Here’s 
one of the first upsets of the year 
with Temple on top. 
NYU-Colgate 

This is where we came in as these 
two clubs hammered each other at 
the close of last season in New York, 
and the Violets 
This 


at their best on the road. 
good aerial game but the 
Raiders have more individual talent 
and should win this dedicatory game 
in their new stadium. 

Vanderbilt-Rice 

Vandy's fair but Rice is touted as 

the big gun of the South. The com- 
bination of Lain and Cordill will pro- 
vide enough scoring to make it 
| happy days for Rice. 

Mississippi-L.S.U. 

Mississippi went to town last fall 

while Louisiana collapsed at the 
seams. Internal dissension 
political blowup didn't help L.S.U.’s 
campaign and that is still a question 
mark. Mississippi minus Parker 
Hall. is 50% less effective, therefore 
L.S.U. should have enough to squeeze 
out a victory. 

Clems@6n-Tulane 


Little Clemson is nobody's push- 
over. They slapped down many of 
the big boys last fall. But the ele- 
ment of surprise is gone Tulane, 
one of the best in the south. is ready 


and able and they'll start their sea- 
son on the right foot. 
Nebraska—Indiana 
The Corn Huskers of Nebraska are 
They ve 


always strong defensively. 
proven their ability against a run- 
ning attack but they're definitely 


vulnerable from an attack in the air. 
Bo McMillan has a 
aerial game and that’s the method 
he'll use to beat Nebraska. 
Purdue—Notre Dame 

Here's the standout game of the 
nation, with both clubs featuring a 
talented backfield array. It’s the 
S-men of the Irish versus the B-men 
of Purdue. Brown, Brock and Boy- 


lene of the Boilermakers are a classy 


set of ball carriers. Sheridan, Sag- 
gau, Stevenson and Sitko are the 
touchdown kids from South Bend. 
It’s close all the way but you've got 
to stick with Notre Dame, because 
it is Notre Dame. 
Pittsburgh— Washington 

The Panthers have lost 10 of their 

starting team of 1938. but. more im- 


Fred Swan, the new 
mentor, will utilize his manpower to 


were fortunate in'! 
game’s at! 


and 


razzle-dazzle | 


better coaching and 

| should step off with a victory. 
Stanford-Oregon State 

| Stanford is being touted on the 


‘Coast as a dark horse in the Rose 
Bowl derby, but the intialer of the 
season, with Oregon Siate, should 
ive a pretty good line on the In- 
|dians’ chances since the Oregonians 
are nobody’s slouches. Stantord is 
the choice. 


FCC Report 
Continued irom page 34 


| into the split of .he gross, with some 
hints the regulators feel the chain 
companies are Scroogeish in dealings 
| with the affiliates. Substantial earn- 
ings on relatively small investments 
/may boomerang against the webs, 
| causing the Commish to decide that 
certain practices must be eliminated 
,in order to spread the revenues 
more widely and equitably. Even 
though the FCC does not possess au- 
thority to fix rates and dictate terms 
of contracts, 


Investigating Itself 


Important aspect of the report is 
the position the Commish occupies ia 
making the study. To the mind of 
many individuals, it’s . cuse of the 
FCC investigating itself and a situa- 
{tion it is largely responsible for, 
Thus there are crossed fingers on the 
part of Commish critics who expect 
the report will contain a high per- 
centage of buck-passing. While the 
regulators are attempting to find out 
whether past policies have 
short-comings and how the law 
should be changed, they decidedly are 
on the defensive. This may react to 
the disadvantage of the industry and 
occasion some tough recommenda- 
tions to Congress in an attempt to 
disclaim responsibility and cover up 
the regulators’ own failures. 

Whether the industry will have 
any chance to offer rebuttal is uncer- 
tain. Before the full Commish gets 
'around to weighing the committee's 
proposed report, argument may be 
held, although there is no agreement 
to that effect. Parties reserved their 
rights to file briefs challenging state- 
ments of fact and conclusions that 
may be found in the committee's 
, tome, as well as arguing against rece 
, ommendations which nay be pro- 
| posed. Unlike other recent legisla- 
tive hearings, the 1espondents did 
not ask the privilege uf submitting 
comments on their own testimony, 
pointing to what they think were the 
more important bits of evidence, for 
consideration of the committee. 
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porary music called off at Venice to 

London await calmer times. 
Albion Ross, of San Francisco 
. Chronicle, pulled out of Rome, dis- 
Al Burnet to Australia for Frank | couraged at impossibility to get in- 

| side stuff. 

Only three new Italian films shown 
here in over two months, which gives 


has been here five times previously 
and played a total of seven weeks. 
The Little theatre to present ‘The 
Firebrand,’ ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ ‘Caesar 
and Cleopatra,” ‘The Queen was 


i * and two others during Neil's Tivoli Theatres. ; ay 
ph 4 Sidney Howard helping with kids’ , 


Hollywood 


Adah Lewis laid up with flu. 
Annabella back from Europe, 
Jerome Kern returned to Manhat- 


Broadway 


Jack Gould of N.Y. Times drama 
staff a papa. 
Glenn Allvine becomes a father 


ny dz ow. 25, ordon Sommers evacuation at Brighton. ; 

Collier in from the Coast hove been added; Fanny Holtzmann here assisting in an idea of how hard up Italian exhibs h 

for World's series. to staff of St. Louis School of the, the evacuation of children from are for product. es ur Lake to hospital with mas- 
Dave Bader is on from the Coast | Theatre, which starts season Oct. 1.) London. . id. ; ee 

for two or three weeks. Harold Bassage is director. Sidney Beer, musical director, - Dan Mainwaring joined RKO 
Ed Hurley has joined Paul Specht Chase Club, west end nitery,) married Maria Adelheid «on Maas- Mem his flackery. 

as his publicity representative. newly decorated for reopening burg in Chelsea. ; ae Pp _ Brenda Marshall treated for eye 
George McCall and Bern Bernard Friday (29). Spot will operate | Arthur Prince, oldtime ventrilo- By Harry Martin infection. 

in from the Coast for 10 days or so. seven nights weekly, instead of six, quist, specializing in naval charac- Veda Ann Borg back from sum- 
George Lottman back from months as previously. Dick Stabile orch is ters, is now a special constable. ; mer stock. 

in Miami, returning to biz on Broad- first booking. Carroll Levis’ Radio Discoveries Alexander Woollcott penciled in| Jean Hersholt celebrated 20th year 

way. Gordon Lee Felts, 26, former vaudeville unit resumes provincial for lecture here early next month. | in pictures. _ 
Neil F. Agnew back at his desk | Muny Opera warbler, has been miss- tour, with Len Urry, Levis’ agent, Bob Gray, Radio editor for Com- nag ~ haa (VaRIETY) in from 

| e ork. 


m.c. 
Josephine Davis, youngest daugh- 
ter of Jack Davis, in the Air Raid 
Precautions squad at Charing Cross 
Fire Station. 


mercial Appeal, home from vacation 
honeymoon. 

Al Kavelin’s orchestra a holdover 
on the Plantation Roof at the swank 
Peabody hotel. 


Ivy Crane Wilson 
motor crash. 

Joe E. Brown heading east for the 
World Series. 


injured 


after being out nearly a week with | ing since sinking of Norweigian/ to ' 
n 


a cold. : ; motorship Ronda off North Holland, | 

Rodeo occupies Madison Square Sept. 13. He had inked contract to) 
Garden from Tuesday (2) until sing with the State Opera at Saar- 
Oct. 29. | bruecken, Germany. 


r 


Ziegfeld Club girls held cocktail 
party at Bill’s Gay Nineties Tues- 
day (26). 

Wally Downey back to Rio de 
Janeiro shortly after several months 
in the States. 

Songwriter Benee Russell's bride 
underwent serious op in Medical 
Arts hospital. 

Sam (Cut) Kahl, now in the in- 
surance biz, in from Chicago for a 
couple of days. 

Fanny Hurst spent the summer in 
N. Y. at work on a book for which 
she’s committed to Harper. 

Dorothy Kilgallen, Journal-Amer- 
ican Broadway columnist, to wed 
Richard Kollmar, legit player. 

Murray Silverstone has moved in 
from Westchester, taking an apart- 
ment in the city for the winter. 

Nick Grinde back to the Coast, 
after vacationing east, and another 
Columbia picture directorial assign- 
ment. 

Imogen Carpenter, warbler at the 
Weylin Bar, screen-tested by 20th- 
Fox at their Manhattan plant last 
week. 

S. R. Kent, accompanied by Mrs. 
Kent, is expected back in New York 
in a week or two, from the Thousand 
Islands. 

Norma Shearer will be in Doctors 
hospital a few days more, recuperat- 
ing from the extraction of a wis- 
dom tooth. 

Herb Mitchell, theatrical photog, 
back in Times Square sector after 
years of mugging the deb trade on 
the east side. 

C. V. R. Thompson, who authored 
‘I Lost My English Accent’ (Putnam) | 
is the husband of Dixie Tighe, N. Y. 
Post columnist. 

R. V. Anderson, special assistant 
to shorts sales mgr. Harry Michal- 
son of RKO, is on a tour of the com- 
pany’s southern branches. 

Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hilliard 
will ballyhoo a husband-and-wife 
national day for Oct. 4, coincidental 
with their engagement at the Fair. 

Evelyn Nesbit, who has been dude- 
ranching during the summer, has re- 
turned to New York ~.nd currently 
is at the Old Dutch Mill in the 
Bronx. 

Harry Kosiner, Walter Wanger’s 
eastern rep, cancelled Coast visit 
skedded for this week because of 
opening next week of ‘Eternally 
Yours.’ 

Bill Sussman, who has been on an 
eastern tour in connection with the 
S. R. Kent drive in 20th-Fox, re- 
turned to N. Y. yesterday afternoon 
(Tues. ). 

Mrs. Jack McInerney, formerly of 
the stage, was rushed to the hospital 
from her Fleetwood, N. Y., home 
Thursday night (21) for an appen- 
dectomy. Doing o.k. 

Joseph Wood, new hea@ of Para- 
mount Pep Club, has named seven 
new committee chairmen to func- 
tion during coming year. Club will 
hold its dinner-dance at Hotel Astor, 
Oct. 27. 

Excellent attendance over the 
weekend, with Sunday’s 362,500 paid 
total, making the second best day at 
the Fair, basically attributed to im- 
proved business conditions through- 
out the east. 


Francis S. Harmon, head of Hays 
office production code administra- | 
tion, back from a couple of weeks 
on the Coast, where he huddled with 
Joseph I. Breen and other PCA offi- 
cials here. 

Marriage Monday (25) In 
York of Connie Nickerson and | 
Eddie Bracken culminated a ro-| 
mance that started while both were | 
in the road company of George Ab- | 
bott’s ‘What a Life’ last season. 

Sidney Solomon, who used to buy | 
bands for his Central Park Casino, | 
tried to sell ’em for Joe Moss’ agency, 
but flivved. Deal cold. Solomon in- 
cidentally fiisticuffed with George 
White in the Stork Monday night and 
came out second best. 


| 
| 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


John P. Meyer, banker, named 
treasurer of St. Louis Grand Opera 
Assn. 

Alec Templeton inked to open 
annual concert season at Christian 
College, Columbia, Mo., Nov. 16. 

Fanchon & Marco reopened its re- 
modeled Pageant in west end with 
bored night showing of ‘Fifth Avenue 

irl.’ 

Celeste Gason, sec to John Quinn, 
manager of local Metro branch, back 
from Hollywood, where she made a 
screen test. 


at American theatre, Oct. 1. 


and 


| 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Dick Powell's mother on 


stroke. 


Nixon gets its first musical of sea- | 
Me’}|ran it during the last war, and for 


son Nov. 6 when ‘Leave It to Me 
comes in. 
Jack Pearl showing 


Al Golden’s straight comedy, ‘Al- 


low Me, Lady.’ 


Nel Buckley's voice is staging nice 
comeback. He lost it year ago when 


with Don Bestor. 
George Sharp, 


other connection. 


Charlie Mansten named head elec- 
trician at the Casino, succeeding late 


Harry Greenberger. 


Stu Braden, a local lad, warbling 


now with Bob Chester’s band at Van 
Cleve Hotel. Dayton. 


Saxman Fritz Gajer, with Benny 
Burton’s crew, is a science teacher 


in high school by day. 


Bob Gill, who got an M. A. in 


drama at Carnegie Tech in June, 
named to the faculty there. 


Dick Maney in town for first time 
in two seasons, ahead of the Helen 


Hayes ‘Ladies and Gentlemen.’ 


First Fifth. Avenue war casualty 
Its name 


been changed to Old Shay 


here is Italian Gardens. 
has 
Gardens. 


TA’s New Rule 


Continued from page 1 


affiliated with branches of the unions 
in other cities. 

No set scale has been devised by 
the TA on the cost of the standby 
shows, but for benefits which gross 
$10,000 or less the cost will be around 
10% of the intake. Over and above 
$10,000 gross benefits, which natur- 
ally only take in monster shows such 
as the annual Night of Stars at Madi- 
son Square Garden, the Theatre 
Authority will set a flat fee that the 
benefits will have to pay for standby 
acts. A $1,500 standby show will 
probably be tops. 

The standby-show rule will not 
affect the TA’s cut on benefits— 
amounting to 15% of the gross—ex- 
cept that this tap will be predicated 


on each benefit’s gross after the cost 
of the standbys has been deducted. 
It will naturally mean a cut in the 
TA’s gross, which is divided among 
the relief funds of all actor unions, | 


the 
Coast, recovering from a near-fatal 


interest in 


‘film by John Corfield and will be 


who once ran a 
stock company here, angling for an- 


Frances Day and Arthur Riscoe 
gave first entertainment for troops 
under canvas ‘somewhere in Eng- 
land’ Sept. 10. 

By government appointment, these 
are to head entertainment for troops: 
Basil Dean, legit; George Black, 
vaudeville; Greatorex Newman, con- 
certs. 

The Cosmo Club, remembered by 
many American oldtimers, is now an 
air-raid precaution shelter. Jack May 


many years thereafter. 

‘The World Owes Me a Living,’ 
book written by a comparative un- 
known, J. Rhys, has been bought for 


made by British National. 

First theatre in the London area 
to reopen following outbreak of hos- 
tilities was the little Intimate thea- 
tre, Palmers Green, where ‘French 
Without Tears’ is being played. 

Brian Desmond Hurst brought 
back from the Riviera by Alex 
Korda to direct ‘The Lion Has 
Wings,’ picture based on the Roval 
Air Force, which is first epic under 
direct Government — sponsorship. 
Merle Oberon and Ralph Richardson 
have been mentioned as stars. 


Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 


Jimmy Joy taking the bandstand 
at the Terrace Grill for two weeks. 

Thelma Whitten new songstress 
in the Cabana room, Hotel Phillips. 

Ernie Fox, Midland theatre treas- 
urer, out of town on two-week va- 
cation. 

American Royal’ entertainment 
committee signed Bob Crosby crew 
for ball Oct. 14. 

John Moffett, Star crick, recover- 
ing from flu which sent him to the 
hospital recently. 

Frank Tracy, Tower theatre stage 
producer, off to Detroit in his new 
Stinson cabin ship. 

Ben Bernie orchestra to play for 
the first annual aviation ball in 
Muny auditorium Saturday (30). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton 
in the lead, opens legit season to- 
morrow (Thursday) at the Music 
Hall with a three-day stand. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Benny Goodman into St. Paul Or- 


pheum this week. 
Joe Rendell, of Warner Bros., out | 
of commission with back injury. 


Chester Morris to head stage! 
show at Orpheum week of Sept. 23. | 
‘Murder in Old Red Barn,’ meller, | 


but it won’t be enough to be felt | Opens in West hotel Moorish Room, | 


severely. 


Sept. 29. 
| M-G bringing in ‘Wizard of Oz’ 


Alan Correlli, TA rep in New York | caravan for city’s centennial cele- 


under Sam Scribner, its head, orig- 


inated the standby show idea. Via 


arrangement with member unions of | columnist, 


bration Oct. 3-5. 
Jack Quinlan, 
has 


erstwhile Journal | 
22-week sponsored | 


the Associated Actors and Artistey| radio news broadcast contract. | 


of America (Four A’s), the plan will | 
be thoroughly policed, with agents as 
| well as actors forced to cooperate 


against any violations. 


According to the plan, each benefit, 
when it makes known its probable 
gross, will be told exactly how much 
it will have to spend for standbys. 
The TA will also furnish them with 
ean furnish 
Prior to the 
the agents will 
have to submit the contracts to the 
Guild of 
Variety Artists, new Four A’s union, 
the 
standby rule is being lived up to. 
Contracts will have to be AGVA’s 


lists of agents who 
moderate-priced acts. 
date of the show, 


the American 
that 


for approval and proof 


standard form. 


TA reps in Chicago and Los An- 
geles, Max Halperin and I. B. Korn- 
already 
been notified about the new regula- 
tion and told to put it into effect im- 


blum, respectively, have 


mediately, 


The number of benefits okayed 
annually by the TA amounts to 
Many are of the 
smaller type and will only have to 
pay about $100 or $200 for standby 
considering that 
the average wage for club acts now- 
adays is around $10 a night, it will 
mean a large number of acts will 
receive salaries from shows which 
‘Tobacco Road’ opens legit season formerly paid off talent with merely 
Drama) a ‘thank you.’ 


around 200 tops. 


shows. However, 


Eddie Dunstedter and his radio} 
|entertainment scheduled for one-day | 
|Orpheum appearance tomorrow | 
| (28). 

After long run in tent, in the mid- | 
| way district, Auger Bros.’ repertory | 
;}company moves into the Alvin here 
in ‘No Mother to Guide Her.’ 


Rome 


Galleria filmery reopening. 

Countess Dorothy di Frasso at 
Venice, 

Cinema Barberini reopened with 
French film. 

Local indoor opera season skedded 
to start Dec. 8. 

Cinema Corso unshuttered after 
summer vacash, 

Jim Witteried back at the Venice 
Lido from Cannes. 

Slight fire routed customers from 
the Cinema Margherita. 

Villaggio Balneare boasting over 
300,000 visitors since recent open- 
ing. 

Larry Lhermus, of AP, ordered 
from Rome to Warsaw to cover the 
crisis. 

Old American films in original 
tongue being shown at Quisianna in 
Capri. 

Music Festival skedded for Sept. 
21 at Perugia called off due to war 
situash. 

Casino dela Rosa now offering 
afternoon (5:30) variety besides its 
nightly show. 

International festival of contem- 


A three-week roller derby gets 
under way Friday night at Ellis 
(municipal) Auditorium. 


Gloria Dickson under treatment 
for ear infection. 

Bing Crosby back from tour of 
eastern hoss tracks. 


Civic theatre opens its season to-! 
night (Tuesday) with Irwin Shaw's 
war satire, ‘Bury the Dead.’ 


Clifford ‘Folies Bergere’ 
is due for a sojourn at the local 
Orpheum commencng Friday. 

George Degnon doing a_ repeat) 
space-grabbing visit for RKO on ‘In 
Name Only’ and ‘Fifth Avenue Girl’ 
in quick succession. 

M. A. Lightman, Jr., now handling 
advertising and promotion on all the 
pater’s Memphis theatres except the 
deluxe Malco Palace. 

Mid-South Fair attendance up to 
156,000, biggest in 100 years. Expo- 
wound up fiscal year in the black 
under new manager, Henry Beaudin. 

Buster Levy, Hotel Claridge man- 
ager, wedded Virginia Hale in 
Florida. Due back to supervise re- 
opening of redecorated 20th Century 
Room Oct. 6 with Nick Stuart's 
orchestra. 

This scribbler into Chicago for 
quickie huddle with fellow commit- 
teemen on plans for Newspaper 
Film Critics of America. Memphis 
offering to play host to first conven- 
tion in February and no other bid- 
ders in sight at the moment. 


Not Enough Legit 


Continued from page 1 


by the fact that the brokers have not 
personally signatured the extension 
of the code up to Nov. 1. League of 
New York Theatres had been advised 
by the independent agencies’ attorney 
that they all agreed to extension of 
the code. Managers, however, have 
been occupied with other matters 
and the ticket subject was set back. 

There was a scheduled session be- 
tween the League’s board and the 
three leading sagencies—McBride’s, 
Tyson and Postal-Leblang—last Fri- 
day (22), but the session was ab- 
ruptly called off when it was neces- 
sary to receive the press agents, com- 
pany and house managers to avert 
a threatened walk-out. 

Purpose of the meeting with the 
brokers was to discuss the requested 
reduction of the levy of 3% cents per 
ticket, which the agency people con- 
tend virtually takes away their mar- 
gin of profit. Understood that the 
larger brokers will not participate 
materially when the so-called ‘kitty’ 
of ticket coin, which the League has 
on hand, is split up, if and when. 
Most brokers claim they overpaid 
the League, but the big offices were 
said to have ceased making payments 
late last fall. 


St. Paul-Mpls. 


Continued from page 1 


year showed that the freer policy of 
Minneapolis drew $12,000,000 away 
from St. Paul. 

B. H. Ridder, owner of St. Paul’s 
station KSTP and the two news- 
papers, the Dispatch and Pioneer 
Press, is said to have organized local 
business men and got them to fi- 
nance the Women’s Institute, pur- 
pose being to keep straying local 
dough at home and perhaps draw 
some of Minneapolis cash over into 
St. Paul. Benny Goodman’s orches- 
tra, current at the Orpheum, was 
booked in by the theatre and the 
W. I. Latter now numbers 12,000 
women. Organization also backed 
the presentation of Eleanor Roose- 
velt at a local Armory last Wednes- 
day (20) and has signatured Elsa 
Maxwell to stage one of her parties 
in the near future. Women’s In- 
stitute has booked Count Berni- 
Vici’s vaude unit for the Orph. In 
addition the org backs Jane Ham- 
ilton Rhodes, femme stylist, in aft- 
ernoon fashion shows, 

Amusing angle of the fight between 
the two cities is Mrs. Roosevelt's 
syndicated newspaper column, ‘My 
Day’ is carried by the Minneapolis 
Tribune. Day after she made her ap- 
pearance here she devoted her col- 
umn entirely to the Women’s Insti- 
_ The Trib dropped it out that 
ay. 


Louis Lipton called to Chicago by 


| his mother’s illness. 


Allan Jones arranging  three- 


/ month concert tour. 


Virginia Irwin in from St. Louis 
for studio interviews. 

Gordon Palmer won Paramount’s 
annual golf tournament. 

Sam Bischoff shot two holes-in-one 
at Hillcrest in one week. 

Bill Hebert resigned as Selznick- 
International publicity head. 

George Shaffer checked out of 
Warner publicity department. 

William Frawley missing World 
Series for first time in 26 years. 

Katherine Hartley changed pro- 
fessional name to Ketti Frings. 

Rosalind Russell checked in at Co- 
lumbia after Manhattan vacation. 

Alfalfa back with Our Gang after 
eight-week layoff with broken arm, 

Harry Decker checked off the Co- 
lumbia lot as supervisor of westerns, 

Keye Luke collided with a base- 
ball bat and took 10 stitches in the 
scalp, 

Harry M. Warner addressed an 
Americanism rally of 78th Masonic 
District. 

Richard Carlson and Mona May- 
field on belated honeymoon trip 
eastward. 

Joe Allen, Jr., to Memphis Little 
theatre on leave of absence from 
Paramount. 

Bohnen goes back to N. Y.’s. Group 
Theatre after current picture job at 
Hal Roach’s. 

Herman Mankiewicz checked in at 
Metro after recovering from motor 
accident in Arizona. 

O. M. Samuel took the fastest 
train back to New Orleans when the 
mere climbed to 107. 

Harriet Parsons and King Ken- 
nedy filed notice of intention to wed 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Robert Lord back from Lexington, 
Va., where he made contacts for an- 
other ‘Brother Rat’ picture. 

Harry Ravel doing the final chape 
ter of his book, ‘I Pound an Ear- 
drum,” a songwriter’s idea of Holly- 
wood, 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


‘Chips’ (M-G) still mecting with 
exceptional success in Sydney. 

‘Under Your Hat’ doing very well 
in Adelaide for Williamson-Tait. 

Hinted that Sir Victor Wilson and 
Norman B. Rydge, via a syndicate, 
may become interested in a local 
weekly publication. 

Stanley Holloway, English comic, 
is due for a season here in Novem- 
ber for Tivoli. Will also do some 
work for Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

Various units under the Greater 
Union tent will huddle on the Hoyts- 
Greater Union merger next month 
with the return of Charles Munro, 
Hoyts’ m.d., from U. S. 

Broadway Theatres, Ltd., oper- 
ating in nabes and stix, headed by 

A. McIntyre, brother of Here 
McIntyre, local Universal chief, is 
said to be looking for a buyer. 

Ministry for Education has okayed 
plans by the New South Wales gov- 
ernment for visual education in 
schools. An extensive film library 
has been established and machines 
will be imported from England, 


Budapest 


Martin Ratkay back from U. S. 

‘Derriere la Facade,’ French pic- 
ture, banned by censors. 

Sari Fedak rehearsing Noel Cow- 
ard’s play, ‘The Marquise,’ at Vig- 
szinhaz. 

Sandor Hevesi, former director of 
National Theatre and _ outstanding 
figure in Hungarian drama, has 
passed away. 

Budapest legit stages open about 
a fortnight later than their usual 
time, with the exception of National, 
which opened earlier with Schrey- 
vogel’s ‘God in the Kreml.’ 

Owing to governmental economy 
restrictions, all Hungarian news- 
papers are reduced to about three- 
quarters of their usual size, and all 
extra supplements cancelled. 

Seven or eight road companies 
now being centrally organized will 
take place of permanent provincial 
company system prevalent in Hun- 
gary until now. System is sponsored 
by Actors’ Chamber. 


— — 
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OBITUARIES 


CARL LAEMMLE 


Carl Laemmle, 72, who started as 
a poor German immigrant and 
amassed a fortune in the motion pic- 
ture biz as one of its pioneers, died 
in Hollywood Sunday (24), 

Details in film section. 


LAURA BENNETT 


Laura Bennett, 79, a former act- 
ress. Who had been in retirement for 
vears, died Sunday night (24) in 
New York of a heart attack. She 
would have been 80 tomorrow 


(Thursday). She was known in pri- 
vate life as Mrs. J. ura Smith 
Shields. 


Miss Bennett began her career in 


the ’70s, appearing as a member of | 


the ballet in a N. Y. revival of the 
musical hit ‘The Black Crook,’ later 
joining Capitola Forrest, both of 
whom became a well-known sister 
act in vaudeville. She had also ap- 
peared with the original Pat Rooney 
in musical comedy and with Lillian 
Russell at Tony Pastor's. After fre- 
quent dates as a dancer and singer, 
she became a blackface comedienne, 
turning to character roles in later 
years. Plays in which she appeared 


are ‘The Song and Dance Man’ and | 


‘Seven Keys to Baldpate.’ 

Surviving are a daughter, with 
whom she lived in Jackson Heights, 
Queens, at the time «f her death, and 
a sister in California. 


INGLE CAR’ENTER 


Ingle Carpenter, 67, attorney for 
many years in the film industry, died 
in Hollywood Monday (25), follow- 
ing a heart attack. 

He was counsel for Carl Laemmle, 
among others, succeeding the film 
pioneer in death by less than 24 
hours. 


FLOYD GIBBONS 


Floyd Gibbons, 52, war correspond- 
ent and radio commentator, died 
Sunday (24) at his home near 
Stroudsburg, Pa., as he was about 


to leave for Europe to cover the war | 


for the Hearst papers. 
Details in radio section. 


LOUIS SALTER 
Louis Salter, 66, died Friday (22) 
in New York. At one time he was 
general representative of the N. Y. 


| Philharmonic and superintendent of | 


Carnegie Hall. 

Recently he was connected with 
the Lewisohn Stadium during its 
summer concert season, 


ROBERT LOWE 

Robert Lowe, 64, was found dead 
in his home at New Dorp, Staten 
Island, N. Y., Thursday (21). Legit 
actor was buried Monday (25) in 
N. Y. by the Actors’ Fund. 

Details in legit section. 


LAURA LA VERNIE 
Laura La Vernie, 85, character ac- 
‘tress on stage and screen, died Sept. 
18 in Los Angeles. 

After a long career on Broadway 
she joined the old Biograph com- 
‘pany in 1909 and retired in 1931. 
| 


LEO ATANASOFF 


Leo Atanasoff, 51, film exhib in 
Milwaukee and champion of the 
| Federal anti-trust probe into film 
monopoly, died in Milwaukee Sept. 
16. 

Details in film section. 


Harry Greenberger, 
‘stage crew of George Jaffe’s old 
Academy of Music, Academy, Va- 


riety and Casino, all Pittsburgh, for , 


a quarter of a century, died at his 


home in the Smoky City last week | 
At the! 
time of his death. Greenberger was 


,after a three-month illness. 


‘chief electrician at the Casino. 


George Frederick Beaudoin, 48, 
_former player with the Chicago 
' Stock Co. at Lakemont Park thea- 
tre, Altoona, Pa., died Sept. 23, after 
a long illness in Altoona, 


Julius Gould, 75, father of Charles 
Gould, assistant director at Univer- 
sal, and Walter Gould, United Ar- 
tists foreign rep in New York, died 
Sept. 20 in Hollywood. 


Mrs. Adolph Ramish, 68, wife of 
pioneer Los Angeles theatre exec, 
died in Los Angeles, Sept. 19, after 
10-day illness. Husband survives. 

Clarence Cobb, 44, sound main- 
tenance engineer, died Sept. 19 of a 
heart attack on the Universal lot, 
Hollywood, 


worked in clothing and department | 


stores, finally moving to Oshkosh, 
Wis. His employers having refused 
his request for a partnership, he re- 
signed and returned to Chicago in 
February, 1906, eager to invest his 
savings of $3,300 in a five-and-ten 
cent store venture. 

He attendéd a motion picture 
frhow, one of the few then operating, 
and films so intrigued him that he 
abandoned all thought of returning 
to a commercial life. In a short time, 
in association with Robert H. Coch- 
rane, a young and active advertising 
man, he rented a store, outfitted it 
with chairs and projection equip- 
ment, painted the exterior a glowing 
white, in contrast to the prevailing 
drab appearance of the Milwaukee 
avenue neighborhood, and launched 


into a new business. His profits 
were turned into other smail thea- 
tres, 


In 1909 Laemmle organized a film 
distributing exchange in Chicago for 
the purpose of supplying product for 
his own and competitive houses. He 
aligned against the General Film 
Co., and fought in Chicago the same 
battle for independent operation 
Which William Fox and others were 
conducting in New York. Unable to 
purchase a consistent supply of films, 
Laemmle’s next move was into pic- 
ture production, and he organized 
@ company called Yankee Films, the 
initial production being ‘Hiawatha,’ 
of the unheard of length of 988 feet. 
Then followed the creation of the 
IMP -brand of reels, and the ex- 
ploitation of screen personalities as 
lure for public patronage. His pro- 
duction enterprises were centered 
in New York. 

Formed Universal in 1912 

In association with Cochrane, 

Charles 


ambitious venture. 
tivities were moved from the east to 
the hills north of Hollywood, where 


Universal City was established. The 


opening of the studio was widely , 


Carl Laemmle, Dies at 72 


Continued from page 4 


Baumann, W. H. Swanson | 
and P, A. Powers, he organized the | 
Universal Film Mfg. Co. in 1912, an_ 
Production ac- | 


publicized. Special train carried 
newspapermeén and guests from New 
York and other eastern cities. The 
present Universal Co. retains the 
original tract as its production cen- 
ter. 

For many vears Laemmle, known 
throughout the trade as ‘Uncle Carl,’ 
divided his time between east and 
west. There never was a moment he 
was not in complete possession of all 
details of his company’s activities, 
ranging from casting of pictures, se- 
lection of siory material and ap- 
'proval of budgets to the complexi- 
ties of international film distribution. 


As he shuttled back and forth across | 


the continent, three or four times 
yearly, he carried his secretarial 
force with him. En route, scores of 
telesrams reached him from widely 
separated points. 
Laemmle possessed 
the showmanship 


to the 
sense 


uimost 


prompted him constantly to venture | 


large production investments, often 
in the face of discouraging market 
prospects. From such faith in his 
own judgment sprang a long list of 


films which were boxoffice winners, 
rivaling the best from competing 
coneerns, ‘Traffic in Souls, “The 
Merry-Go-Round,’ ‘The Hunchback 


of Notre Dame,’ ‘The Phantom of 
the Opera,’ ‘Show Boat,’ ‘All Quiet 
on the Western Front,’ ‘The Road 
Back.’ ‘Frankenstein,’ 


‘King of Jazz. ‘Imitation of Life,’ 
‘The Invisible Man,’ and many oith- 
ers were typical of the Laemmle type 
of showmanship. 


He purchased a dozen years ago 


1 the estate once occupied by the late | 


Thomas H. Ince, in Beverly Hills. It 
was a showplace in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Laemmle entertained fre- 
quently. He 
and was an enthusiastic player at 
faro. 

Within the past few years, during 
his retirement from business, he was 
consulied frequently by former as- 
sociates. His fondest recreation was 
in the circle of his family. 


which | 


‘Dracula,’ | 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ ‘Broadway,’ | 


enjoyed card games. 


ST. LOUIS TO GET 


2D BURLESK HOUSE 


St. Louis, Sept. 26. 
A Chicago and Detroit syrdicate | 
last week obtained a lease on the | 
Grand Opera House, downtown, and | 
after $15,000 worth of improvements 
are made will open the place under 
| the tag of the Grand as a combo pic 
| and burlesk theatre. It will give this 
, burg two burlesk houses, the other 
being the Garrick, which is operated 
by the Hirst Circuit under a pact 
revently completed with W. M. (Bill) 
Pickens, who operated the house for 
15 years. 
Sam Reider, who has spent 30 
years in legit and burlesk and who 
once managed the Gayety here, will 
represent the syndicate as resident 
manager. The Grand will be a spoke 
in the Mid-Circuit wheel, which 
operates houses in Minneapolis, De- 
troit, Cincinnati, Toronto, Rochester 
|and Toledo. Reider said the house 
will open next month. He expects 
to occasionally add vaude acts to the 
traveling shows. The price scale and 
pic sked is being worked out. 
| Biz has been good at the Garrick | 
_thus far this season, despite -a | 
_stretch of near equatorial weather 
|} and Reider said his experience con- 
vinces him that the natives here 
will support two burlesk houses. The | 


SPECULATION OVER 
RINGLINGS’ CAL. CO. 


Hollywood, Sept. 26. 
Incorporation filing in Sacramento 
by Ringling-Barnum & Bailey leads 
to speculation if the circus is to make 
Los Angeles its Western headquar- 
ters. 


| 


revival of the Al G. Barnes trick 
_under Buster Cronin’s management. 


Guilty in Roch. Theft 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 26. 
Mrs. Margaret Rosen, 31, of Bir- 
mingham, Ala., a carnival employee, 
pleaded guilty in county court here 
last week to an indictment of third 


/Sentence was delayed. She was 
| charged with breaking into the hotel 
‘room of a traveling salesman and 
stealing a billfold containing $20. 
Another carnival worker, Frank 


48, of i Garrick and Grand are but one block Campbell, 38, of Jacksonville, I1., | 


| was cleared by the Grand Jury of a 
‘charge he criminally received the 
| stolen property. 


apart, and also within a two-block 
‘area of the American, only legiter in 
town. 


Burlesque Reviews 


IRVING PLACE, N. Y. | 


Stinky and Shorty, George Carroll, = wal 
Allen Forth, Chet Atiand, Donna, fill the bill in good shape. 
Rodgers, Jean Mode, Joy St. Clair, —— 


Pat Joyce, Georgia Sothern, Jack! 
GAYETY, MPLS. 


tion, 

Straight man is Allen Forth and 
sideline warbler Chet Atland. Both 
Herb. 


Potter, Sunny Dav, 7 showgirls, 8| 
| ponies, Jack Levy orch (5). 


| 
Minneapolis, Sept. 16. 
Irving Place, by far the most | June St. Clair, Mimi Reed, Hank 
swankily appointed of the towns! Henry, Billy Mack, Kitty Ellis, Betty 


burley houses since the fire which | 


sed or | field, Arnold O’Comnnor, Ginger 

| year ago, reopened fast week. Femme! Mac, Bob Alda; George Corwin, 
end of the revue, produced by Billy | Gayety Dancing and Parade Girls 
Koud, trends toward matching the (18) 


ismarky new seats and fancy drapes. 


+ 


Also believed the action presages | 


degree burglary and petty larceny. | 


Potter gives a mediocre tap exhibi- | 


| May, Peters & May, Doris Chester- | 
& | 


Concessions at N. Y. Fair Getting 
Rebates Due to Delayed Opening 


Concessionaires on New York 
World’s Fair midway are demanding 
and getting rebates from the Fair 
management for failure to open on 
the scheduled April 30 date. Several 
of them also are claiming allowances 
for days when there was light failure 
in the amusement zone. 

That’s the way concession people 
are getting back at the Fair Corp. for 
the way they had been’ pushed 
around virtually since the exposition 
opened. It has been their best re- 
course to get adjustments, long de- 
manded, in an effort to place their 
shows on a profitable basis. 

Some contend that the midway, 
which was Officially dedicated some 

‘two or three weeks after the main 

portion was thrown open, did not 
give any appearance of being ready 
for business until several wecks after 
| the main exposition started. Because 
they had their exhibits ready, they 
are getting refunds from the official 
April 30 date until the middle of May 
on the contention that this delay 
prevented profitable operation § of 
their shows, 

Light failure and inability to get 
the midway lighting system under 


way until weeks after the opening 
date also has figured’ the 
arguments. 


Now that the fair is drawing to a 
close, and doing some of its best 
weekend business, concessionaires, in 
any instances, aver they were high- 
| pressured into going in with such 
elaborate outlays. Talk of 40,000,000 
| to 60,600,000 attendance fooled even 
the usual concession boys, who've 
had a rep for high-pressuring. Many 
of them believed if the fair got 30,- 
| 000,000 attendance they would break 
even—and that they would make 
coin if admissions topped that figure. 

With paid attendance at the fair 
now only around 20,000,000, it ap- 
pears dubious if the total paid ad- 
missions will hit 24,000,000 by the 
time the exposition shutters, Oct. 31. 
Fair management was hopeful that it 
would reach at least 25,000,000 the 
last time that revised estimates of the 
fair total were made about a month 


Unfortunately, the comics are a ag ‘joj as 

| sevens soir ne dll Biz tepid. If this first of the new burlesque | ag Originally, 50,000,000 bese rated 
wheel roadshows is a fair sample of | conservative estimate, with this 
| Two shows a day are being given) \iot its purveyors propose to offer, | total subsequently being pared to 


at the spot, each running better than | 
|two hours, admish scaled up to 75c. | 
|Ji is being managed by Charley } 
| Burns and operated with a!l-union | 
employes, in contrast to the policy | 
which got the house considerably in- | 
volved under its previous owners. 


a commendable effort apparently is 
being made to raise this type of 
entertainment’s plane. While not en- 


spice are concerned, ‘Fair and 
Warmer’ sizes up as much cleaner 
and more legitimate than most offer- 


Stinky and Shorty (Stinky Fields! ings which have graced this stage 
jand Shorty McAllister ), who are | in recent seasons. On the whole, 
handed the principal comic assign-| talent and material show improve- 


|ment, persist in the same antics and 
| skits which helped send burley to its 
present one-hoof-in-the-grave status. 
While other funnymen have. at- 
tempted to somewhat streamline 
their stvle and scrub out those por- 
,tions of their business that are 
imerely filth and bear no relationship 
|to other parts, Stinky and Shorty go 
Un- 


ment. 
Roadshow principals 


are aug- 


orous blonde June St. Clair; Arnold 
O’Connor, singer, two specialties and 
the theatre’s permanent 18-girl line 
The comedians, Hank Henry and 
Billy Mack, resort less to dirt than 
patrons here are accustomed to ex- 


very much on their old way. 
fortunately, their material that isn’t | they 
dirty isn’t funny and their material > 
lthat is dirty isn’t funny either, so| business anc are ne 
lthere’s not much left for laughs, ex- here. Straight men Bob Alda and 
| cept their Custuming ae George Corwin lend them good sup- 

port. 

George Carroll, who shares the 
comedy billing, fits pretty much in! asis 1S on : 
the same category as the other two., ion and costuming than was the 
A visit to a modern gag man—whose | Case with Harry Hirsch’s stock bur- | 

“3 ‘wht | lesque > staging suifices. The 
slough-off radio material might! lesque, but the staging su i. 
stripping by Miss St. Clair, Kitty 


prove highly satisfactory—is needed. 
|The burley comics are for the most 
part masters at unfolding a joke or 
funny piece of business; all they lack 
is material. Same patterns have 
been rehashed too many times over. } 


Ellis and Doris Chesterfield cops the 
most applause—it ever was thu: 
here—but it’s really surprising how 
heavy a response is evoked by the 
Peters and May musical specialty 
and an amusing slapstick travesty on 


They grand cpera that Hank Henry. Bot 
la i SAIS SOC across n 
include Donna Rodgers, Pat Joyce,| Alda and Miss Ellis 
| ~ great style. It probably indicate 
Joy St. Clair and Jean Mode, in that 
yrder. Noteworthy is the new type meritorious stuff can stand on it 
i 
costumes used for the takine-off. legs here with id. 
They're considerably more interest Billy Mack, principal comic. stick 
ing and efficient thin in past yeal mostly to pantomime and his drunl 
Miss Sothern shims, shams and business is good for pienty of 
tousles he r bright red hair in her| laughs. Both Miss St Clair and Miss 
usual manner for her usual strong! Ellis are attractive and hi ne! 
response, Several encores by ail the blondes who peel gracefully. Miss 
strippers are given after a heavy| Chesterfield puts over several] songs 
(quantity of handpaiter demands) skilfully besides scoring in a strip 
number. Henry clowns exnertly 


them in each case. ; 
» show. Arnold O’Con- 
seven snowgals throughout the 


Eight ponies and 


are provided with costumes thai, at singer Secs 
| this point in the season, are scin- | 
tillating. System of drops and cur- 
tains, providing background for BIRTHS 


them, is considerably larger and bet- 
ter here than in most houses, and} 
| full use is made of it. Femmes are 
‘okay lookers on burley standards and 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Cairns, dauvh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Sept. 19. Father 
is cameraman at RKO. 


;are handed good ier routines. 
| There's the of, Mr. and Mrs. Pat Tumulty, daugh- 
flesh revelation for New York, with ,ter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. Mother's 


bosoms bared only when the femmes former Helen Benedict, nitery 
at a complete standstill. There's hoofer. 

{no runway, all work being restricted Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Ganz. son, in 
to the stage. N. Y., Sept. 21. Mother, Margaret 


i Two speciality turns are tossed in. 4 
| One is from Russell, for years with Paramount, 


ithe chorus. Does a satisfactory acro Tetired lately as Bob Gillham’s sec- 
and double-jointed session. Jack) retary. 


mented by guest-star stripper, glam- . 


shifts 
period, 


40,000,000 when it was apparent that 
few 500,000-attendance days were in 


tirely remiss as far as stripping and | 


Actual shows expected to wind up 
in the money, after handling amortiz- 
ing, possibly will not exceed five. A 
few restaurants on the midway will 
show small profit. Certain ones were 
taken over by contractors weeks ago 
when the operating trend became ob- 
vious. 

Chicago exposition did not pay off 
on its bonds until after the second 
year’s operation, Consequently, the 
N. Y. Fair management hopes it will 
profit by the mistakes made this year 
and do sufficiently better in 1940 to 
give bondholders a break the last of 


| next year or early in 1941. 


A straight 50c gate looms for 1940 
although conditions in the foreign 
zone may justify an even lower fee. 
One thing the management hopes for 
is to align its administrative setup so 
that there will be a minimum of 
curing the actual operating 

Because of the strong show- 
ing made in the matter of developing 
a favorable press, exhibitors and in- 
dustrial firms are going to the front 
to see thet this status is not changed 
next vear. 


MARRIAGES 


Frances Tyler to Tony Matlaf, in 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. Bride is a fan 
writer; he’s a Metro technician. 

Paula Winsiowe to John Suther- 
land, in Los Angeles, Sept. 16. Bride 
is radio player; he’s unit manager 
for Walt Disney. 

Emmeit Jackson to Anne Wilkin, 
Connersville, Ind., Sept. 20. He’s an- 
nouncer on WHIP and WWAE, Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

Bernard Giannini, son of Dr. A. H. 
Giannini, banker-filmite, to Colleen 
Sword, non-pro, in Los Angeles, Sept. 
26. 

Constance Nickerson to Eddie 
Bracken in New York Sept. 25. He’s 
a legit and radio actor; she’s a legit 
ingenue. 

Jessie Marie Gilbert to Dore 
Frantz, in Amarillo, Tex., Sept. 24. 


mat 


He ic en*ineer of KGNC. Amarillo. 
Edith Holder to Sam Rauch, in 
Newark, N. J., Sent. 24. Bride is 


vaude and nitery singer; he’s in the 
agency branch of Fanchon & Marc» 
in New York. 


| 
| 
| - 
| 
| 
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